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THE PSYCHIC METHOD

In THE course of this lengthy and detailed series of psychic
tests the Panel had ample opportunity for watching com-
arisons of method, as well as differences i result
It 1s felt that a close comparison of the verbatim notes
on two parallel sessions will make interesting reading to
the student of parapsychology, and for this purpose a com-
arison will be made between sessions given by two
outstanding British women “sensttives”, Estelle Roberts
and Eileen Blashke They are leading figures i the
Spiritualist movement and as therr engagements hardly
ever make 1t possible for them to appear together at public
seances, when comparison of method might be made
directly, the following compartsons will be all the more
of value to followers of this branch of psychic work
Estelle Roberts (in private Iife Mrs Chown) gave a test
before the Panel on g27th September, 1949, and agreed to
conduct the seance i the boardroom of a business house
n central London Some psychic workers had ridiculed the
suggestion that all the tests should be held in conventional
Spiritualist centres, and put forward the view-point that an
experienced medium like Estelle Roberts, who holds large
audiences of many thousands 1n such settings as the Royal
Albert Hall, would not in the least be disturbed by the
non-spirttual etheric atmosphere of an office or industrial
centre  Mrs Roberts accepted this challenge, but on
mspecting the room and hearing the rumble of machinery
near-by expressed the view that 1t might mulitate against
a good seance In fairness to her 1t was suggested that a
second sesston should be held at a more smtable centre to
be named by her, but this she found it impossible to
arrange owing to her lengthy list of public engagements.
When she appeared before the Panel her commanding
presence and personal magnetism quickly held her
audience By way of introducing herself to the friends
present 1 the crcle, she said  “I was born 2 medium I
have been doing public work for twenty-eight years, and
1 connection with my work with the Press I have always

8



found I have had fair play, right from the time when 2
national Sunday paper used to bring test cases to my
home "

[After a moment the medium walked Tound the circle
and spoke to a sitter]* “You have a sister on the other side
—standing there She passed when she was quite a little
girl. I have been watching her She asks me (o give you her
love and to tell you she 1s happy. There 15 also a young
airman who passed over very quickly in war conditions—
his plane dived into the Channel The girl 15 an advanced
spirit and 15 trymg to help him He says he was about
twenty-three or twenty-four years of age when he passed
The medium thought he was related to Mrs Amswoith
He was speaking of Ken, Willy or Bully . [These names
were accepted by Lady Anderson

“This airman brought with him a lady in Red Cross
uniform, also a John who passed very quickly He men-
tioned an anniversary 1n August [Lady Anderson’s
birthday] An Elizabeth came—connected with father's side
of the family? Aunt Lizzie She 1s speaking of Charles
whom she has met in the spirit world Also Edward or
Edwin, called Ted, connected with mother A little boy—
Peter—passed when a baby, and a lady about seventy years
of age; she 1s with John and they send therr love ”

Estelle Roberts said a brother was calling for a doctor
present He passed many years ago He said “There are
three of us here”, and that he had been close for a long
titme He biought an anniversary m the month of
November, and the surgeon said his own birthday 1s 1n
November The spimt was also bringing Mary, and
Williams [neither name recognized] and the initial “H” He
said he had met a little girl who passed with the condition
of meningitis or some other heaf trouble.

“Somebody who passed over six to twelve months ago
with a seizure, about the age of seventy, brought the nitial
‘A’—perhaps for Alfred,

“He asks 1f his brother can be told of his return . .
Speaks of Charles, George, Arthur, Frederick, Ann or
Annie, and the mtals B.L or L B . Dr Bend:it cut
in to say that these were his wnaibials, but the medium did
not 1espond] He brought with him a gentleman who
passed 1n very tragic circumstances He commutted suicide
—wants someone with the mtial ‘J". ., ”
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[The medium then said that this kind of work needs
a quiet wibration, and the buzz of the near-by machinery
was breaking into the messages She could do no more, as
the vibrations were not good The Panel then put certain

uestions to the medium.] ]

surGEON How do you know you were born psychic?

mEDIUM 1 am sixty-one years of age, and have done
twenty-eight years of public work I have seen spirits since
the age of s1x, and I used to think I had something wrong
with me, but I know now that 1t 1s a matter of psychic
reaction

pR BENDIT' Have you seen fairies?

mEpioM | have actually seen fairies—little gnomes—
when I worked with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. I was the
medium used when Mona Timnsley's body was missing I
got the complete plan of where Nodder had taken the
child I showed the Chief Constable where the body was 1n
the water He admitied later in public that short of diving
mto the lake I couldn’t have known that.

CANON KNIGHT Are we to assume that all pioblems are
solved from the other side?

mEpiuM  No, sir That world is only one degree better
than this Sir Oliver Lodge's son, Raymond, was quite
correct when he sad they have whisky and cigars there!
It 15 all a matter of evolution of the mind

PANEL'S REPORTS

LORD AMWELL 1t 1s difficult to understand why a
medium used to the excitement of vast Royal Albert Hall
meetings, and whose controls constantly have to contend
with the vibratory acoustics of that building, should find
a shight throb of quite distant machinery fatal to the
“vibrations” Mrs Roberts gave (perhaps unwittingly) the
mmpression of “‘fishing” It may be the result of habit; I
do not know She is very experienced and her undoubted
psychic powers may be equal to the tremendous demand
made upon them It is a pity that such powers prove so
tantalizing when mnvoked by those who are used to exact
methods of mvestigation,

Mrs Roberts may not have known where I was sitting,
but she could easily have known that I was present I was
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evidently expected to respond to the name of Frederck
and “An or Am” The spirit described at first fitled a
recollection reasonably well but I did not respond merely
to be cross-questioned when the only reason for communi-
cation was quite definite 1f there was anything veridical at
all I may have been wrong, unhelptul, ant1, and all that,
but I prefeired to wait, As usual, no response, nothlng
doing The “message” meandered off mto a mass of
vagueness and nsignificance The wibrations were not
ood !

d DR BENDIT - She was working under somewhat diffi-
cult conditions, so all I say 1s conditioned by this fact She
showed no evidence of any kind of guidance or control
Her behaviour was that of a person of highly nervous
temperament

There may have been some evidence of extra-sensory
perception of a telepathic kind, in that she picked up the
existence of brothers or sisters of vartous people present
without knowing of them by ordinary means But there
was a vast amount of pure guesswork which led nowhere,
and when it was clear that nobody would pick up the
lead she gave, this line was dropped I myselt gave her a
lead over the mitials “B L7, pointing out that they were
two of mine in reverse, but she did not, as I had hoped,
follow this u

She was alI;o very expert 1n obtaining information from
those present, either by leading questions or indirectly, by
making statements which would evoke agreement or denial
and tell her something she wanted to know., Her patter
was characteristic and clever, filling-in time, But when she
smd  “I hear names” and then gave those names, these
were always common ones It 1s a sale bet that everybody
mn the room would know at least one George or John or
William This does not suggest any attempt at fraud and I
am reasonably satisfied that 1t was done unconsciously

There was no evidence whatever of discarnate “spirits”
or of survival after death, though strong suggestion was put
forward by assertions that “There 15 a spirit "

MRS, HALDANE This was an wconclusive sitting as
Mrs Roberts found the surroundings and conditions
hostile to obtaming results I await a second silting

CANON KNIGHT There was full light, and no sug-
gestion of any kind of decett or trickery Unfortunately
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thete was nowse from the machmery and also from the
street Mrs Estelle Roberts 15 a famous sensitive of per-
sonal charm and with no suggestion of anything peculiar or
uncanny She walked about the room speaking to people,
claming to see near them persons from the lLife beyond
death

There were some very mnteresting results in some cases
She indicated names or dates which meant something to
some members She made one or two references to names
and events which I might have recognized, or they mught
have been coincidence She did not link me with the names,
so that I did not feel called upon to say that I saw a
possible connection. There were several obvious mistakes
and complete blanks I felt that Mrs Roberts was a most
sensitive person, and that she might bhave possessed a
faculty of picking up what was in people’s minds But 1t
would not for me be proof of survival

L A4 G STRON On this occasion the medium
deserved all sympathy for having to work 1n circumstances
highly unfavouiable to the special type of concentration
which she obviously needs In spite of these difficulties,
she managed to produce a few examples of what i my
judgment was common-or-garden telepathy After a sight-
g shot or two, she sharply avoided the one person 1n
the room whose sensitivily probably exceeds her own, and
picked out two sitters with some degree of paranormal
taculty With one of these she scored her best success,
telling him (roughly) the age of a brother who had died,
the mitial of the brother’s Christian name, and referring
to an annrversary in November After this sequence of hits
she began to muss agam

I was unfavourably impressed with her pattei and with
a certain element of showmanship about her petrformance,
but fully believe that, in suitable conditions and with fewer
sitters, she could produce an impressive series of accurate
pronouncements on matter alieady in the sitter’s mand I
see nothing whatever i her performance to suggest the
work of any outside agency
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EILEEN BLASCHKE

TaE next mn this series of test comparison seances was
given by Eileen Blaschke on 8th November, 1949 It 15
sometimes held agamnst those engaged in psychic and
stmilar research work that they lose imterest in themselves,
and that, like academic men of science, theiwr valuation of
the Material 1s lost m their pursuit of the Mind

Etleen Blaschke, however, 1s a most attractive young
woman who, until she engages one 1n conversation, gives at
first Iittle hint of her deep and sincere interest i the
studious psychic research Petite, with auburn waved hair,
she wore a trim black swit with a pink-and-blue organdie
blouse, and high-heeled double-anklestiap shoes

Immediately she began speaking with individual mem-
bers of the Panel, her rather tense nervous condition was
noted, and her awr of extreme feminimty could hardly con-
ceal what might be constructed as a fount of psychic energy
eager to be unlashed

She said at once “I am not infallible, I can only give
what the other side wish me to give With all the kindness
mn the world there 15 a feeling of tenseness which uncon-
sctously puts up a barrier ”

Commenting on the number of men piesent, the
medium asked them to space themselves out more evenly
among the woman guests present The Lord’s Prayer was
then recited, and Lileen Blaschke turned to Dr Weather
head (who was not wearing a clerical collar, nor had he
been mtroduced by name) I get clergymen connected with
you I feel also you would have known someone 1n country
conditions You have a father in spirit

DR WEATHERHEAD Yes, that 15 so

mepIUM  He would not have understood psychic unfold-
ment. He was very much of the orthodox faith I am
linking with a famuly of a fine type They believed and held
strongly to their beliefs 1n the orthodox point of view I
get names of Herbert and John

DR WEATHERHEAD* I don’t know the names

MEDIUM  You know, you are most difficult! Do you
know Grace, Alice and Elizabeth? Elizabeth would have
known you in your younger years, she would have met you
in Germany I get a nice kindly condition with her. You
have a very analytical mind Do you know a surgeon?
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DR WEATHERHEAD Yes, many

mepiuM Can you understand why I get a discussion
over some psychic healing? I want to speak of people
interested 1n Christian Sctence, and I still hear the name
of Herbert It1s going to mean something to you later 1f 1t
does not already do so He 15 a man who 1s well known
Do you know Scotland?

DR WEATHERHEAD Yes

mepIUM Do you understand Andiews, or Andrew?

DR WEATHERHEAD Andrew, yes

mepium I want to link strongly with Scotland And I
get church and chapel links at some time .

[The medium suddenly turned to the well-known actor
Harry Green, who way a guest of the Panel, and asked
hum if he played the wolim The reply was in the
negative |

mepiuM  [to Lord Amwell] Do you belong to a
musicians’ club?

LORD AMWELL No

mepiuM  What would you call 1t, then? A College of
Music—a School of Music?

LORD AMWELL I would rather you tell me 1if you can

mepiuM  Can you place the North? I want to talk to
you going back 1n your young days, which were not too
easy Your mother Iinks closely here I am hearing the
name of Sarah—TI will tell you that you know Sarah I
have musicians round you—is 1t an orchestra?

LORD AMWELL Yes, that kind of thing

MEDIUM But 1t 15 not modern music, 1t 1s old music
There are also people here connected with the stage Your
father 15 here, also Was there not a tragedy in your hfe
that has left 1ts mark on your aura? It has left a feeling of
loneliness A young man comes to you from spirit He
passed in the First World War He doesn’t look much
more than twenty-three or twenty-four He has been to you
before

LORD AMWELL" No

MEDIUM. Well, he tried to come I feel you have been
seeking for some time

LORD AMWELL® Many years ago, for a time

MEDIUM® This young man 1s connected with soldier’s
uniform There 15 a portrait near you or i your possession
He has tried to manifest to you It's funny, I feel I am up
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agamnst some barrier with regard to this boy. Can you
understand Jack?

LORD AMWELL No

meprom. Well, I feel he 15 bringing Jack with him, and
I want the Royal Artullery. I feel I am on new ground
here—that I am contacting someone who used to say that
when we were dead we were done for! There 15 a psychic
power within you, you have had many experiences of a
psychic nature that have left their mark on you

LORD AMWELL I developed my own mediumship,
once.

mepiumM® I get Elizabeth, Polly, and Emma-—she was
linked with Polly on mother’s side of the famuly Also
there 15 someone who lost an arm, the left arm Not in the
farmly. I get someone who either lost an arm, or had a
withered one Can you place the name of Will?

rorp AMWELL I don’t know, there may have been one

MEDIUM  Well, he had something wrong with his left
arm e has not been befoie, because the young man 1s
bringing lum I feel you burn the candle at both ends, or
you have done so in the past You go to bed too late and
get up too early You have had war service yourself?

LORD AMWELL Yes

Meprum I get the name of Newton or Newman Do
you know a policeman?

LorD AMWELL I hope that’s nothing to do with burning
the candle at both ends!

MEDIUM [to Mrs Bendit]- I feel you should be terribly
interested in colour and desigming, mcluding your own
dress designing

MRS BENDIT: I am too busy for that!

MEDIUM Well, I feel you could design your own dresses
Do you know the name of Muriel?

MRs BENDIT. Yes, on this side

MEDIUM  Also I feel there is someone very interested 1n
theosophy I feel there are discussions about 1t I have
three people from spirit One 1s a very young lady, not
more than twenty-three or twenty-four, who has been over
many years Do you know Mary and Rose?

MRS BENDIT: I know Mary, but not Rose.

MEDIUM There 15 a gentleman here who passed in the
prime of hife He was between forty and fifty. I feel he
passed very suddenly with heart trouble. Do you know the
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name of Arthur—in the family? Do you understand why
I want to talk of a tragedy—a drowning?

smrs BENDIT No, I can’t understand that It was not 1n
the famuily

mEpiuM Do you write at all? I see books and papers
all around you I get that drownung condition again—
someone was drowned in the Lusitama

Mrs BENDIT No . Nobody I know

mepiuM I feel you have been recetving treatment or
healing from an osteopath I want to use my fingers down
your spine Someone has been very clever with manipula-
tion, You have erther been under an osteopath or a healer
There 1s a lot of sadness with you There have been, 1
your earth lfe, thiee very big incidents (I call them
incidents for want of a better word) that have meant a
great deal to you I get your mother in the sput world,
and I sull get a gentleman who passed very quickly Do
you know Winifred or Winnie? Also the name Sand or
Sands comes, and Olga?

MRS BENDIT No

MmeDIUM, Well, someone talks of Olga and Egypt.

MECDIUM [to the surgeoh] Do you know anything about
the Nile? I feel someone was interested 1 excavations,
opening tombs, or something like that

SURGEON I was there But 1t was all on the surface

mepiuM I also gel China very strongly with you

SURGEON I have been theie, too

mepruM* I still get Olga, 1sn't it strange? It must be one
of your girl-friends you can’t remember! Do you know, a
great number of people are terribly inteiested i your
mvestigations—they are “tickled to death” about it Do
you know why?

SURGEON. I don’t know why they should be

MepiuM* Well, I feel 1t’s rather tickled you a lttle!
Can you place America?

SURGEON Well, I have been there

MEDIUM  You will go agaimn I get someone with you
who passed very quickly, as the result of a motor-car
accident

MEDIUM [to Harry Green] 1 keep being drawn to the
theatre There are so many from the world of spirit with
you—old artists who would have been so well known that
1t would not be evidence if I named them There is 2 band
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of these people here You are terrbly interested in psychic

henomena Do you know the names of Anthony and
Leshie? Why do I want to link you with Ray? Is there
a Jewssh link?

HARRY GREEN. I am Jewish

meEptuM I am hearing names I don’t understand Do
you know Abe?

HARRY GREEN. Being Jewish I know many Abes!

mEprUM  This one 1s not 1n the famly I get an uncle
named Ray I also get the name of Nat and Joel I see a
man who would have been very orthodox It's not round
yourself, you yourself are not very orthodox Someone talks
to me 1n Yiddish I can’t get away from the stage life You
are going to be very interested i a new play which 1s
opening You will go abroad with 1t There 15 defintely
travel for you 1 a new play which is under production at
the moment

HARRY GREEN We are discussing several plays

mrpluM* Do you know the name of Belle or Beryl?

HARRY GREEN: Bella, yes

MEDIUM. Someone 1s talking to me of Anna, in the
spirit world She is an elderly lady

[The medium sawd, pointing to a lady sitter+ “Are you
connected with this lady, 1 feel a very strong link?”]

HARRY GRCEN I am not connected, I am between the
hink [He was seated between the surgeon and his wife

MEDIUM [to Mrs C (the surgeon’s wife)]: I feel you do
a lot of correspondence And you are always i1unning
around, trymng to keep someone in order? They are
inclined to lose thewr head a little,

MRS C* Actually I try to avoid them keepmng me in
order!

MEDIUM* Are you connected with the stage? I see papers
with you, secretarial type of work Do you know anything
about a doctor?

MRS ¢ I'm married to one

MEDIUM [lo the surgeon] You are interested m psychic
healing? You think we have sull to find the right answer
to this, do you?

SURGEON It 1s interesting, scientifically

mepium - Can you place a very young hfe mn spirit?
Actually I get a young girl and a young man Did etther of
you lose a young brother?
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Mrs G: I didn’t—my husband did

surGEON I have two brothers i spirit in their thirties
1 wouldn’t call that young

mopius® I call them all young up to about sixty! I see
a young boy 1n officer’s uniform I get the name of Hugh
This boy’s photo 1s shown very clearly here They are
talking to me of your bemng interested in psychic things,
but you have still a long way to go In your investigations
don’t let your saentific mind destroy the evidence you
recerve 1 delinitely sull feel you will go to America later
on Do you know John? And Henry comes here, too

surceoN That was my father’s name,

PANEL’S REPORTS

LORD AMWELL Poor That seems all that can be
said

DR BENDIT I did not think much of her woik She
chose the two most resistive people in the group for her
address, but I fiankly did not feel she got anywhere There
was some degree of telepathy, probably, but, again, nothing
different from what one has had before When my wife
said that the lights might be too bright for the medium, she
replied “Thank you, Mrs Bendit”, so presumably know-
g her and thence also probably about her work

DR WEATHERHEAD This medium opened by
asking us to jomn 1n the Lord’s Prayer, though I could not
percerve any link between religion and the subsequent
demonstration She appeared to have very poor psychic
abilities Part of the technique seemed to be to keep talking
There was no break in the patter which she carried on, but
I should think ninety per cent of what she said about
myself was quite maccurate She gave no evidence of the
truth of the Spiritualist phenomena and very poor evidence
of the ability some mediums have to guess at what 15 1n
the unconscrous minds of the sitters
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THE ULTRA-SENSITIVE

Dors the medium, using some strange and uncharted
psychic vehicle, drive mto the Unknown and mnto the living
world that may Le beyond death? Or 1s 1t all a figment ot
the bran, at best mere super-sensitiveness, the ear of a
sixth sense eavesdiopping on inanimate things?

Is 1t a way to Paiadise, or are psychic mediums metely
hypersensitive poets, putting words to slender impressions,
saying with Wordsworth-

To me the meanest flower that blotws can gue
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears

It 18 undemable that a high degree of psychic pet-
ception must play 1ts pait n intelligent medumship To
see this at work the Panel selected two mediums, not only
from different walks of hfe but fiom widely spaced places
on the Globe—Mr. Alfied Rayner, of Sydney, Australia,
and Mrs Knowles, an amateur psychic, who in private life
15 a Molesey, Surrey, housewife ‘They are both working
examples of the way i which the “ultra-scnsitive” enters
mto clairvoyance and claraudience as normally opeiated
in Spirrtualist arcles

Mrs Knowles has a wide following as a non-professional
medium. She 1s a shght, amiable person who 1adiates
sincerity and charm of manner, and during the whole
seance 1t was noted that her voice was maintamed at almost
a conversational level, rarely rising to indicate any
emotional stress, mental or psychical strain

She explamned I am not a medium 1eally I have never
done what I call professional work, but I have always had
the ability to see “extia” people When I was about five or
six years old I saw my grandmother, then other things came
through that were definitely evidential When T was
seventeen I met Conan Doyle, and I used to do clairvoyance
for him

It seemed to satisfy him, but I don’t cJaim that I have
anything extraordinary If you would like me to give a few
clairvoyant descriptions I will do what I can. .

[She turned to a gentleman sitter]: Your health is
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definitely below standard. You have a pain down the left
side of your head, which extends all down the left side of
vour body You also have a pamn on the top of the head
1 think you have had advice on this Standing behind you
two [to lady with lnm] there 1s an elderly gentleman
showing himsell—a man about seventy-four or seventy-five
He 1s rather tall—five feet seven or eight inches 1n height,
and 1s very upright, with silver hair, bushy eyebrows, and a
fitm mouth And I think there 15 hair on the side of the
face, and a short cropped beard He 1s wearing a black suzt,
and old-fashioned neckwear-—I mean one would have to
go back about thirty years for the type of collar he 1s
weauing He 1s saymng 1t’s Henry Granger He lived near
Maidstone 1 Kent He has built up over the lady
There 15 also a little child about seven or eight years old
It's a little boy He passed under very tragic conditions—
etther a very quick illness, or e was run over He was of
medium colouring, small, and very pale

MEDIUM (appearing puzzled that the figure was not
1ecognazed, turned to a near-by sitter) Do you know this
child?

SITTER No

mEpIUM. Have you seen him, Mr Benjamun? [She
addressed Joseph Benjamin, the medium, who was a guest
of the Panel on this occasion ]

MR BENJAMIN Yes, I can—clearly!

mEpiUM - He was run over I think I feel it was in the
London area

MR BENJAMIN That’s for me That's right

meptum  All 1s well with him There 15 a little extra
proof that a certain person needs to convince them I feel
that one of his parents believes implicitly, but the other is
shightly antagonistic I get the name of Jummy or Johnny
I feel his mother still has his little engine on an upper
shelf of a cupboard

MR BENJAMIN You're quite right I had a cousin named
Joey, and he was killed m a motor accdent I recently
made an appeal for toys for children for Christmas and
before I came here tonight I was packing them Maybe he
was present then, and saw me doing 1t

MEDIUM  Also I get the name of Margaret

MR BENJAMIN That’s my maid, at home

MEDIUM I want to say “Thank Margaret for her help”
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MEDIUM. Did I say befoie that Henry Granger 1s here?
He 1s defimtely connected with one of you The other
name he brings 1s John Butler They worked together
There 1s a beauttful collie dog there, he’s a golden colour,
and he’s rushing about looking for his owner

MEDIUM [to Lady Anderson] Have you lost 2 dog?

LADY ANDERSON. Not a collie

MEDIUM. I'm not sure that it 1s a collie, but 1t's that
type—no, it's a golden retriever Someone here loved it
very much There 1s a little old lady here She says she is
seventy-fom, and her name 1s Susan Williamson Her han
15 grey and straight, brought back into a bun She had a
black diess, with lace on the bodice There 15 a laige
photograph of her in someone’s room She 1s taking me to
a little room 1n a large house, up some rather ricketty stans,
she had a room right at the top of this house Someone
helped her very much, and took her little bits and preces
[She twyned to anather sitter] 1 get shipping, or ships with
you I feel a big removal or change 15 coming with you
You are gomng somewhere on a certain date, the first date
that will be given must be altered Otherwise you will have
manv regrets

sirier I don’t know the date

mepium  It's 18th February, I think, but you must not
travel on that day You must postpone 1t for at least two
weeks If you travel latexr you will be very satisfied It will
be very good for you from a material point of view You
are thmking of travelling by awr

SITTER* Yes, I was That’s night

mepium  Well, you would not get through 1f you went

on 18th February . [Subsequent events showed there was
no major accident to a cul airbiner in Europe on that
date ]

Another little child comes, about four years old, perhaps
a little younger than that A Iittle boy. It was necessary
because 1t was ovdained The parents were full of remorse
because they felt they should have sought advice But had
he recovered he would piobably have been mental at the
age of fifteen or sixteen

MEDIUM [to Squadron-Leader Ullyet!] 1 think this s
for you Can you just tell the parents that? He brings his
love and says they are not to giicve He would never have
been able to bring happiness to them I think 1t was
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memingitis He says he 15 with Jimmy now An old lady
used to look after him when he was a little boy

SQUADRON-LEADER ULLYETT. Can you tell me anything
more about the parents?

mepioM  There 1s a condition of unsettlement at the
moment I feel 1t’s almost a financial crisis The father 1s
thinking of making a change n his work He and his wife
are very bewildered and not very happy The mother’s
health condition 1s not too good, recently it has slowly
deteriorated Within the past few weeks she has had further
advice for stomach trouble At first she thought it was
indigestion There 1s trouble, but 1t 1s not malignant She
should go ahead with the treatment, and lose that fear
which 15 causing her so much trouble She will be cured
if she will act quickly, if she leaves it too long 1t will be
rather more serious

There 1s someone here who knows an old lady, crippled
with arthritis She 1s 1n a very bad way at the moment I
don’t know 1f 1t 15 someone’s old aunt Anyway, before the
end of March she 1s going to pass to the other side

LADY ANDERSON Someone phoned me, and spoke about
their mother, who 1s very 11l

A SITTER® Are you sure 1t’s arthiitis?

mepiuM  Well, she is very stiff and not able to move at
all She will only be here for anothexr three or four months
Does the name of Sarah help? This old lady wears a little
lace cap

sITTER. The one I am thinking of wears a cap, but not
lace

mepium  Well, something on her head I feel she 1s
very religious There 1s a big Bible by the side of her bed
She has her own small Bible, but mn addition there 1s a
very big family Bible, which she likes now because she can
see the print. There are religious pictures all round her
At the head of her bed 1s the “Rock of Ages” picture, and
she tries Lo turn round and look at 1t when she 1s feeling
low

sITTER’ That 15 quite true

MEDIUM: Within herself she believes in the after life,
and she 1s quite sure she will not be here very much Jonger
She 15 sumply longing to meet George

sITTER  Her father’s name was George

mMeoiuM - Many difficulties will arise when she passes
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There will be a hittle family squabble

SITTER [with an wonic laugh]: That's quite right

srpIuM  She made a will twenty-five years ago. Since
that will was made the family have had lots of discussions
about what will happen to the money I believe she had
made another arrangement, quietly, and the family will
be disturbed when she goes . There 1s an airman here
He was tall, very datk, with wellbmaiked features, blue-
grey eyes, well-marked eyebiows He was a pilot, a Flymng
Officer He crashed in the Battle of Britain He 1s bringing
almost an Itish name, beginning with an “0” He 1s about
twenty-two years of age I feel I am somewhere in the north
London subwmbs I can't get his name He was awaided a
medal posthumously His headquarters were at Biggin Hill,
Kent

MR VIGURS I live between Kenley and Biggin Hill We
used, of course, to meet a lot of the boys from the aero-
diome We used to go to the “local” together, and they
came to my home He¢ may be one I met then

mrpium  Were you rather unwell at the time, or
recovering from something? I feel you were 1 trouble at
the time he knew you, he and you discussed this trouble

MR VIGURS Well, I had been blitzed!

smeorpM He wants you to know that he 15 still carrying
on the good work He thanks you for what you did for
him and his fitends He had a special fitend who was also
an airman, but not a mlot I think perhaps vou loaned
them some books You aie the only one to whom they
can come back, and say they are sull alive

PANEL’S REPORTS

LORD AMWELL I was impressed by the absence of
moral exhoitation and with the evident sincerity of this
non-professional medium The story of the old lady
cuppled with arthritis was extremely convincing to me for,
as well as the other sitter mentioned, I, too, know the
cucumstances and am able personally to confirm the
accuracy of descripuon as to both the room and the
religious Sictuxes

SIR JOHN ANDERSON This modest lady gave proof,
and of course was wrong n saying “I am not a medium
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really”’—for we are all mediums of varymng degrees Accord-
ing to our physical and mental condition, so do we reflect
expiessions of thought-waves from the unseen forces which
domunate us for good or evil Mrs Knowles 1s undoubtedly
endowed with ability to contact the Beyond, and bring
evidence of a future thought-spirtt world

ALF RAYNER

A REMARBABLE test of the “ultra-sensitive” was given on
soth October, 1949, by the Austraban medium, Mr Alf
Raynet, well known for his voluntary anutuahst work 1n
Svdney where he formed an efficient psychic research group
The test was made 1 a private seance-yoom at the Mary-
lebone Spiritualist Association, Lo which body Rayner has
been attached during part of his work in the United
Kingdom

Rayner 1s a shoit, rather stocky figure who iadiates
personal charm He speaks with a slight Australian accent,
and his manner 1s refreshingly frank Almost at once after
sitting with the Panel he confessed that he would not be
able to show much psychic evidence, as he felt the mass-
mind of the membeis of the Panel presented a barrzer
Nevertheless he would attempt some delineation of the
psychic aura to demonstiate the ultra-sensttive, and turned
to Lord Amwell

You can be extremely stubborn, which makes life a lictle
dafficult sometimes And when you lose your temper 1t takes
too much out of you I feel that even “Old Nick” wouldn't
be able to shift you once you had made up your mind
You get that [rom your father

He was not quite so stout as yourself, a shade taller
He was a kindly man, and very sensitive; a fine man who
loved the country, with a good sense of humour Your
mother was a forceful personality You are more like your
father Your mother 1s showing me that she had an amazing
skin She minded her own business, didn't she? And she
would stick to a thing 1f she said so

You bad to make a lot of quite big decistons Your
mother 1s very proud of what you have done I want you
to watch your health There 1s a little pressure that could
affect you Get a medical ovethaul I feel you are not
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content to sit still, you put everything you have got mto a
thing, and you don’t know when to leave off They want
you to relax a little more

Lord AMWELL® Do you mean blood-pressure? I have
had an overhaul for that, with very favourable results

mEpiuM  You may have; but you have a pressure on
the temples that I want you to watch I am hearing the
name of William Thompson I feel there 1s a family by that
name I think you have been connected with huge
machines You have got on, on your own bat. Your mother
15 very delighted with you Have you had trouble with one
ankle? The spirit people are showing me one ankle

LORD AMWELL Yes, I spramned 1t Can you tell me the
occupation of my father?

MeDIUM No I am only seeing a lot of writing

MroluM [to Mr Awnsworth] Have you been able to
write thungs?

MR AINSWORTH Yes

MEDIUM. You get quick mnpressions You have a quuck,
active bramn You are hypersensitive, and get hurt more
than people ever know You aie extremely emotional, and
that intensity of nature has helped you in your work Your
father was an older man, broader across the forehead He
had a great sense of humour There was only a veiy short
lness before he went over Was there something the matte:
with his shoulder? Something that may have made one
shoulder droop a bit? But I feel he was able to get about
considerably

[Rayner turned to another sitter] Have you had a good
deal of controlling to do? I feel that you have everything
at your fingertips You were born to lead You will get
there; i fact you have succeeded, and you are not going
to let 1t slip out of your fingers I feel you still keep your
finger on the pulse of things, small and large Can you
mfluence politics®

You have been very conscientious with everything you
have been responsible for Look after your throat, and your
back I get the feeling of something almost like fibrositis
Your teeth are quite all right There was powison there
ortginally, but there 1s nothing wrong now Have you done
a good deal of wrniting?

sITTER I have been associated wath 1t

mMrpiuMm  You have to dectde whether 1t should come
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m ftont of the public Your father was considered an
extremely handsome man, he had a whimsical smile He
15 near you a great deal, more than the one who 1s alive
He had a very painful 1llness, failed quickly I am hearing
the names of Joseph and King, not m the family It's a
man who looked after machinery I feel he was a watchman,
He puts his hand on your head Could you sing when you
were young? He 1s talking of 1t. Your father 1s not too well

sirrER - 1 haven’t seen him for years

mepiuM  Your mother was a fairly tall woman ... I
am getting Ann It's your daughter You are very pleased
with her Theie 1s great harmony between the two of you
Is she mariied? I feel she 1s about eighteen

SITTER  Seventeen

mepIuM® She loves the outdoor life, and the open air
I am also getting a very old lady named Sarah You also
have one son He 1s a different type from the girl. You
cannot torce him He doesn’t want to do what you have
done Don’t force him into 1it, The spirit people are very
pleased ndeed with that boy He must do creative work
He 15 a2 wonderful lad

[To Ganon Kmght] You have an amazing power 1in
your fingers for healing You are wvibrating purple rays of
healing You can shake off a cold or flu at once. You have
wonderful recuperative powers I feel you wouldn’t “rush”
a thing

CANON KNIGHT That 1s true

MeEpIUM It takes a lot to make you even raise your
voice The spurit people are very Pleased with the balance
you have shown I want to say “You have made a good
job of 1t” You get your power more from your mother than
your father He was an extremely quiet man, but I can
hear him laughing He had a lovely laugh Do you link
with any Ministers® I can see the collar back-to-front?
[Ganon Kmight was not wearing a clerical collar | Have you
mjured your knee? I am getting the name of Margaret.
I feel someone has had a very nasty injury to the leg It
links up with your wife perhaps

LORD AMWELL: It would be very evidential if I could
get what I want I want one little simple thing in connec-
tion with a name, and I haven’t got 1t yet I want to get to
the mechanics of 1t, 1t is rather baffling

MEDIUM: You are more likely to get what you want if
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you sit with a medwum alone There are not so many
dufferent vibrations You have all been very kind, I would
rather have a critical group than a gullible group

MR aiNsworTH How much do vou get from spirit and
how much from our own minds?

MepruM* If you mean telepathy, I have tried 1t, and I
can’t do 1t! I get yow character from your aura

LORD AMWELL: When does a child stop growing in the
spirit world?

MEDIUM When they have reached maturity Actual age
only belongs to your physical body If a man is old when
he passes he progresses, and the spirit revives You would
be about twenty-five years old at the best time of yow
physical life Children are still gurded to a certam extent
by themr parents who are still alive.

SQUADRON-LEADER ULLYETT Which do you prefer?
Trance work or the conscious state?

MEDIUM* T prefer to do trance work in the morning,
when I am not weary. I haven’t done a lot of trance work
over here In Australia I had a Tibetan who “used” me,
and I have an Iishman, Pat Casey, who has been helping
me since I have been over here I call upon my spuit
helpers to come natmally

“But 1in Australia once I was told I should get nothing
for two weeks, and I didn’t!”

The medium told of an inadent in Australia durnn
the war, when there was some public rejoicing when Alheg
troops were there He saw a drunken sailor go into the
middle of the road and attempt to board a tram There
were a man and a woman standing in the road also He
fully expected them to be hit by the traffic, but they stood
unharmed The sailor was hit, and soon a crowd gathered
round him,

The couple who had been standing, surrounded by
traffic, went thiough the crowd and led away the spirit of
the sallor who had died mn the roadway Mr Rayner
realized that he had been seeing, with the clearest clamr-
voyance he had ever experienced, the loved ones come,
ready and waiting for the acadent which was to take place

PANEL’S REPORTS
LORD AMWELL A high percentage of “hits", I can
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confiim the personal details about one other person present
Altogether an interesting sitting

CANON KNIGHT A pleasant, cheerful personality,
typically Australian Gave a remarkable account of some of
his own powets, but we cannot check accounts of what he
says he saw 1n his own country He sat without beng 1n
trance, and drew in most of those present There were
many statements made about those present which were
clearly untrue But he said something or other about most
people which was more or less on the mark

His character-reading was interesting, and might have
been made by anyone able to size people up by therr
geneiral impression We all do a bit of this

He said some things about me which were 1in chaiacter
with me, but I did not think that he gave us any proof
of suivival of the departed, for all the things he said were
m my own experience Evidence would have to be what
was not known to him and not known to me

I would admit that he might have sensitive powers such
as we have seen 1n others, by which some kind of contact
1s made between his subliminal consciousness and that of
others piesent

Clearly we are still [ar from knowing the full possible
reach of the mind



SOUL-MEASURING?

Psycrome1ry—literally “soul-measuring”—is a word from
Spirttualist technical jaigon which today has a fanly wide
range of iterpretations It can mean the reading of
character or even of the [uture from objects which have
been 1n close contact with those bemng “vetted”, or, 1 ity
spuritist sense, 1t can imply spiritual mterpretation of aura
The medium who picks up a ring, a handkerchief or a
pen and “1eads the futuie” 15 just as much an exponent of
psychic work as 1s the hypersensitive 1nvestigator who
explores haunted houses and poltergeist-ridden scenes to
sense the spmit aura
A leading exponent of psychometry, Mrs Edith
Clements, gave a test seance before the members of the
Panel m a private seance-oom m Kensington She 15 a
slight, daik figure, with rather bird-like movements, quick
of speech and perception She told the Panel not to be
surprised if she contacted thewr personal characteristics, and
explamed that each article was teeming with something of
its owner's personal auric emanation In her opmuion, she
sad, this gift of psychometry 15 a kind of soul-sensing
Bemg pressed to give some details of the way mn which
she managed to develop her psychic gifts in general, and
psychometry in particular, Mrs Clements explained that
she was brought up as a Roman Catholic, and was educated
m a convent school where she was always told that
Spiritualism was of the Devil Even while at school she saw
“visions”, but did not understand them, and was ahad
to tell anyone about them 1n case they thought her mad
Her mother died, and to Mrs Clements 1t seemed the
sun of her life had set All her hife she has suffered from
ill-health, and to add to her troubles at this time she was
told she would have to go into hospital for another
ogeratlon She felt she could not face 1t, and in the depths
of her despair she decided on what she then thought was
the easiest way out, even to making all the arrangements
Unexpectedly, she saw her mother standing beside her,
and heard her say in an agitated voice “For God's sake,
Edith, don't do 1t!”
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“The voice scared me stiff, and I thought I really must
be mad,” went on Mrs Clements “Anyway, it saved me
fiom making a ternible mustake, and I have always been
very sympathetic to down-and-outs ever since ”

Ultimately her relatives took her to a Spiritualist
church service, where she heard Mr Vout Peters She later
jomned the Brixton Church, and at the first arcle she
attended she was taken under control, and on coming to
apologized for having fanted, only to be told she had done
splendidly Her chief guide 1s said to be Sunshine, a
Eurasian who lived in Madras, and another guide, Rupert,
who was killed m the First World War, acts as philosopher
and friend to those whom she contacts Sunshine has been
doing work through her medium for more than twenty-
five years

In this test before the Panel she was handed a number
of objects one at a time, and was not told until alter each
examination to whom each article belonged The first
object was an Oriental trinket

mepioM I am contacting here a very old lady She 1s
only old 1n years, not in spirit She wears a little tiny mob
cap Her face 1s a little ike parchment, and I get the name
of Julia coming with her

I feel that someone has been digging and found some-
thing down 1n the earth It’s a sort of excavation, and I'm
getting a historical condition [The medium mentioned
working next to the British Museum, but it was not clear
whether she was referring to this part of the message ] I am
seeing temporary trestle-boards, with a lot of things taid out
on them I feel very interested but very bewildered.

There 1s a little boy coming back, only about seven ox
eight years old, and I feel he passed out as the result of an
accdent He 1s wearing a little grey smt I get the
impression that 1t was a new suit as he had only just had 1t

[The article was claimed by Dr Bendit, who was asked
by the medwum if there was a Chinese god in the house,
either his house or the house from which the article came.
Dr Bendit admatted that the trinket came from a friend’s
house, and he could not definitely ascertain at once the
correctness of this psychometiic diagnoss |

A cuff-link was next handed to Mrs Clements

MEDIUM I get the tmpression of an obstacle here I am
just 1n front of a brick wall I can’t move because I feel 1t
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15 too high to look over All around circumstances confront
me IUs a condition that I can’t do very much about I just
have to wait and see. I want to 1evive hope and encourage-
ment hee

I feel strongly that there 15 a gentleman on the other
side who wants to clutch his heart—he passed over as a
vesult of a heart seuzure. He was a very learned and
mtellectual gentleman, il you will excuse the expression
He moved amongst people, and 1s feeling very strange now
He didn't know very much about the other side of life, and
was surprised to find that life 15 continuous

I can’t promise but I would say the way out will be
given, today or tomoirow., All the things I have been
worrymng about with fear and apprehension will be
removed

1 am hearing the name of Anderson. I don’t know 1f 1t’s
a Scotsman, I feel I want to go up north for hun I feel I
have sometlung o do with experimenung or analysing,
erither with the gentleman, or the owner of this aiticle.

I have to advise you to go on digging and delving Dig
m deeply to get below the roots, and there you will find
the richest soil

Next a wrstwatch was handed to Mrs Clements.

MEPIUM  With this article T get strong character and
personality You would go lar as either a doctor or a
suigeon, Heie is someone who has to help humanity, has
always done so I feel vou are stll bemmg called upon to
help You have something to do amongst peaple Somewhat
of a prop and a Jeaning post

There 15 on the other side of life someone who feels
like a father, passed over with a seizure, or heart failure
I Feel that, as a consequence, you have had to take on
1esponsibifity There 15 extreme magnetism here Don't let
it he dormant and 1f T know anything of the spurit people
they will not let 1t lie dormant.

I get the swname of Morris, and am hearmg the name
of John, but don't know if they link together That 15 all
I get with this article Sometimes the messages ate short
and sweet!

Next came a badge

meniuM. I feel as though I were up to my neck in
water This doesn’t symbolize trouble, I literally feel the
water I can just about keep my head above 1t I can’t
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stiuggle any more, I am sinking, sinking, sinking

Then theie 1s 2 wonderful feeling of relief Exhilaration
and excitement I am getting the name of Johnson, and the
Chistian name of Alec I feel this spirit was not more than
thirty or thurty-five years of age He 1s quite nice-looking,
and 1s wearing a dark naval unifoom He passed out
through drowning, and he 1s wanting to give such a push
to uige someone on the eaith

I am to tell you that nothing 1s by chance Whether
you are beginning to mvesugate, I don’t know, but all this
1s not by chance at all I get something of an 1mpression
—do you mterview or meet people m order to get confirma-
tion? I don’t really know

I feel you are a sensitive, you could see visions, but you
have a tendency to mhibit yourself I just want to pat you
on the shoulder and say “You keep going ahead” I get
the name of William, there are two Williams here, one
named after someone who passed over Also the name of
Stevens, and the very ordinary name of Elizabeth

A woman’s ring was handed up

MeEDIUM  This ring was a gift, or a memento This
owner has a great love of beauty, 1s very artistic I am in
contact with a lady who passed when she was somewhere
between the ages of fifty-four and fifty-eight She was a little
bit taller than myself and had a nice figure, but I feel she
wasted It may have been cancer that took her over I am
feeling a motherly influence She 1s calling you a brick It’s
a term of endearment, she doesn’t mean that you are as
hard as a brick, hecause I feel you are the veiy opposite.

You should know how to get in touch with the spirit
world I feel this 1s a testing time 1n your affairs You gave
been brought to a standstill You have psychic power, 1t
will help you to go a long way The spirit people are
helping you i this direction I hear the name of Maria,
and also Raymond

I also get a name, or rather the impression of a name,
which has something to do with the crossing of a river

gThe medium asked Mrs Bendit (who claimed the ring)
if she was wnterested 1n France, because this name had
something to do with France, and a 1wer ]

Another ring was handed to Mrs Clements

MEDIUM I feel very peculiar I must sit down while I
hold this article I just can’t pull myself together I feel as
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though I had recewved a terrific blow on the side of the
temple

There is a gentleman on the other side of hfe bninging
this condition He may have had an acadent, I feel there
was some tragedy here I feel as though I am hovering
between two waorlds

Now the condition has passed I have a terrific amount
of energy (only wish I had as much myself!) I feel there
are not enough hours 1n the day to get through all the
things I want to do Even forty-eight hours would not be
enough for you You would make a very good organizer—
you are always 2 jump ahead You are very quick, and
inclined to become aerated—not angry—if people don’t
see things as quickly as you do I hope you will understand
this

I feel a warning hand on my shoulder; someone wants
you to ease up a bit Something 1s gomg on a lLittle bit too
rapidly I am in contact here with a young girl, she wasn’t
more than eighteen or twenty years of age. She passed out
with tuberculosis in the lung, or pneumonia

I feel you need peace within and peace without I am
hearing the name of Edwards or Edward, also Eric or
Derick, and the surname of Chapman

[The ring was clavmed by Mrs Haldane ]

PANEL’S REPORTS

LORD AMWELL Altogether too trifling

SIR JOHN ANDERSON An excellent demonstration
showing that the medwum has the power to contact the
latent vibrations of matter.

DR BENDIT Sketchy suggestion of paranormal
cognition, also with a great deal of hit-or-miss I entirely
fail to see the connection of this with Spiritualism, despite
the rather indefinite suggestion, at tumes, that objects
belonged to or were connected with dead people The
power of psychometry comes under the heading of para-
normal cognition o1 extra-sensory perception and belongs
to the operator herself There was not even the suggestion
of it bemng done by any “dead” spunt.

MRS HALDANE I had brought a ring along to this
lady's session, borrowed from a woman friend who

112



frequently wears 1t I knew nothing, myself, of its history
I took down in my notebook Mrs Clements’ statements
about the person associated with this ring

When I read them to my friend, 1t appeared that 1t had
been given to her, not by a man (cf Mrs Clements’ “a
gentleman on the other side”) but by a woman {riend
Apart from the mustake about the sex of the donor, Mrs
Clements gave a pretty accurate description of this Iady’s
death 1n a tragic acadent, and also a good account of her
personality, Mrs Clements seems to have remarkable
clairvoyant and telepathic gifts

Her whole demonstration of psychometry produced
one, for me, very interesting result When describing the
owner of a watch handed to her by Mr Amsworth, the
name of “Morris” came to her, “not the first name but a
swname”’, mmmediately followed by “John” — “John
Morris™

Now Mr John Morris 15 not only a very old friend of
mine, but some years ago we collaborated in a semes of
telepathic experiments, which had one quite remarkable
result

At the seance, I was not consciously thinking of Mr
Morris Nevertheless, Mis Clements must have picked the
name out of my subconsctous mind by straight and most
successful telepathy I have often acted as “recerver” n
such experiments, but never before as a “transmitter”, and
was most interested by this occurrence
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SPIRIT HEALING

Hzapine of the sick by the “laymg on of hands” o
makmg of psychic passes 1s not regarded by all ps
worlers as a legiimate part of what can stuctly be
sidered to be within the scope of spiritism Yet ther
Spirituahists who aver that if only spirit healing coul
positively probed and regulated, if only a healthy
could always be made to depend on a healthy spuit,
this single aspect of psychic activiy might transcen
others 1 1ts usefulness to mankind

The Pane] investigated three forms of healing,
three widely differing mediums,

Mrs Nan McKenze was seen at work by a me
sub-section of the Panel during one of her regular he
sessions at the Marylebone Spiritualist Associatior
Russell Square, London, WC 2

When the doctors entercd the room, Mis McK
was working behind two large screens i the corner,
a few of the lights were on There was a couch behi
scieens, and a chair placed 1 the centre for the pa
Those who watched the demonstration sat on chairs
circle round the healer and patient

Mas McKenzie wore a white surgical coat Her har
long, coiled 1nto a bun on the nape of her neck, with a
net 1ound 1t She 15 not very tall, quite plamp, and
strong arms and fingers She sat on a low stool -
worhing, and was alieady in a trance condition, sc
voice heard was presumed to be that of the spint g

The healer was working on a woman patient why
a large growth in her throat The guide was told tha
doctors would hike to see a demonstration of spirit he.
to which the guide replied that it would really be t
to biing along people who had been healed at this ce
and could testify to therr recovery There wouli
standing proof

The guide, said to be a male Red Indian n
“Running Water”, continued “I am working upor
nerves and muscles that comprise this part of the ci
He said theie had been other helpers there all day,
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a number of patients i the aftetnoon “Running Water”
said he had known cases of instantaneous healing It didn’t
very often happen, but it was possthle This was 1n answer
to a questton as to whether the healing powers usually
eflected a gradual cue

When the woman patient had been treated the guide
wotked on Dr. Bendit's head and spine The doctor was
ashed 1l he felt a soothing influence “Running Water” also
wolked on Mr Ainsworth's head and back, and he said
he could feel the warmth and it was “very comforting”
“Running Water” said® “There are too many ‘trappings’
(presumably clothes) for the healing power to go through
properly” "The jachet and waistcoal were not removed

pr BINDIT Do you work with your left or right hand,
or doesn’t it make any difference?

RUNNING WATER Sometimes 1t 15 the left hand, some-
uumes the right, sometimes both hands Sometimes the left
hand 1s as cold as ice, and the other hand hot It all
depends on the pauient’s needs There 15 not much to see
wm spurit healing, you know It’s erther the taking away ot
the aflected part, or the fiowing-in of powel, which of course
jou can't sce

[The guide was asked “IVhat 1s the difference between
what you do, and what s known as wital magnetic
healing?”]

cumk This healing 1s for the heait and soul and
the mind, as well as for the body I don’t know that there
15 much diflerence, I have never 1eally studied vital
magnetic healing

br BENDIT Do you find 1t easier to work thiough one
who knows something about the body?

GUIDE  Yes, 1t 15 easier

DR BENDIT Do you ever woik thiough a surgeon, or
any other peison who doesn’t vealize 1t?

GUIDE Yes, often I also help and inspire 1 his work
a doctor i Wolverhampton, who knows and appreciates
the help he receives I have given hum many messages, I
have helped him in many ways He has called upon me
and has {elt my aixd There are many who are helped n
such a way from the spirit sitde They say they have a
“brain-wave” but 1t 1s the thought from spirit

{4l through the demonstration Mrs McKenzie spoke
in a rather guttural manner, in imperfect English  Always
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she spohe impersonally, as of the spirit guide was a separate
entity For instance, the guide said while healing “Very
lired tomght. She came up to London on a very early train
to work on a case—at a much earlier howr than my medium

15 used to rising.”’)

DR BENDIT'S REPORT

My iemarks about Mr ] J Thomas (gv) can be
applied almost exactly to this lady She has good hands
for magnetic healing Otherwise, her method 15 no different
The questions I asked were answered in the manner I
expected them to be It 1s worth noting that Mas McKenne
was, I believe, a nurse or something of the sort

The patient with the cyst on the neck was told that 1t
would not burst at once Ordinary chinical experience 15
enough to justfy that If as 15 Iikely 1t does burst
spontaneously m due course, this will probably be claimed
as a success for “Running Water” The result will be an
unsightly scar remamning for life, whereas a properly con-
ducted operation in the first imnstance would probably have
left little mark,

I emphasize this to pont to the probable foolishness
of resorting to unusual methods, where proper medical
attention would save much harm and trouble

J. ] THOMAS

A spiriT healer who claims to have cured thousands of men
and women 1 his public meetings throughout Britamn, and
who toured Germany during the early part of 1gpo, 1s
Mr J J Thomas, whose spirit guide 1s said to be a German
doctor known now simply as “Doctor Robert”

When Thomas was introduced to the circle he was
weaning a brown suit, grey-and-yellow check shirt and
yellow tie, over which he had a white surgical coat The
seance-room was equipped with a couch, towels, and a
bowl of water mn which {rom time to time Thomas rinsed,
apparently symbolic of a surgeon’s “washing up”

After mtroductions had been made, Thomas stood at
the back of the surgical couch, lowered his head 1 prayer,
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and apparently went into trance at once, for the following
brief prayer was said in guttwmal fashion as though “Dr
Robert” had already taken control

Oh, great eternal Spirit, we Thy servants ask that we
may have a mamifestation of the healing power, and if 1t
be Thy will these children may be restored back to health
and strength once more

Good afternoon [{Thomas, with eyes half-closed,
turned to his white-coated assistant} I will have the hittle
man as my first patient {The patient, a Mr Ingham, was
led to the surgical table ]

I hope you are not nervous You have quile a lot of
coutage to come and have all these people watch you I
am gowng to tell you every complamt I can find with you
—every little condation Just say yes or no, will you?

Do you get a hittle pain there [fouching patient’s heart]
and spasmodic pain 1n the stomach? You get a little trouble
1n what you sit on, too

PATIENT Not a lot

pr ROBERT There 15 a2 pain—a dull ache all the time
[touching the stomach, near appendix]?

PATIENT Yes, 1t's about a thousand times worse than
toothache

DR ROBERI I am gomng to try to operate on you and
get you back to normal health There’s a little throat con-
dition, something of a headache, and a little trouble with
the left eye Also, you have hurt your leg in the past

pATIENT That 15 perfectly night

DR ROBERT' You have a little spot there [chest], have
had an X-ray—I am going to do what none of your earth
doctors would dare do [making the motion of cutting across
the lower part of the chest] This would destroy all the
nerves, I think the earth doctors would agree with me

You get tired and listless, the legs get very shaky I am
gong to open your stomach, then I will sew you up tighter
than a Scotsman’s purse, as you would say on your earth'
Oh, we like a joke! We have a sense of humour on the
other side, you know

You will be a very happy man You will get your health
back You were going to have a picture taken [implying an
X-ray photograph] You have had trouble with one of your
toes I can feel it up here, 1n your belly I Send out a
Iittle prayer every night when you go to bed If you hear
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one knock just say “Good night” If people tell you this
is the work ot the Devil, tell them he must be a very good
devil 1if he gets vou better and then tells you to thank God
for it! .
You have a pam behind the ear You have had one
tooth causing you a little trouble

PATIENT That 1s right

The door opened, and two more helpers came 1n
“Rosemary”, stil m outdoor coat, took her place at the
foot of the healing couch, and “George” took his place at
the head, both placed there by the white-coated assistant

After a few more pseudo-surgical hand movements by
Thomas, the pattent was asked to link up “at the tenth
hour”, and finally the guide said Peace be in your heart
Get well, and thank God

The second patient, a Mr Nicholson, was then assisted
to the table, and, answering a query fiom the spirit guide,
said this also was his fiist experience of spuit hedling

cuip There 15 a pain which 1s down 1 the stomach,
travels round to the heart and then round to the back
The patient agreed, but said 1t didn't go quite so far up
as the guide had indicated

DR ROBERT You also have a throat condition?

PATIENT That 15 perfectly correct

DR ROBCRT You have had trouble with your appendix

PATIENT No

DR ROBERT' You have had a very heavy shock mn your
life Have you been very near jumping out of your skin?

PATIENT  Yes

DR ROBCRT It was during the conflict, you had what 1s
called a very “narrow squeak” You have come heie with
one thought mn mind—to get well You have had trouble
with your left ankle, also up towards the knee?

PATIENT No

bR roprrr Has your wife got leg trouble? She has
been going down-hill, too

PATIENT Yes

DR ROBERT She has a head condition—migrame You
are just wondering how I know! I have a colleague who
has looked at the lady I have the report back

The guide explamed that “Dr Robert” was a nom-de-
plume Spmit people came back with ordinary names
because 1f they liked to impersonate a famous individual
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no one on this earth could prove they were not that peison
“Dr Robert” said he has no turban, no halo or wings, and
1s never likely to have them! Then turming agamn to the
pauent and sull keeping in mind the diagnosed health
condition of the patent’s wife, he said

Both of you will get well You get a little 1tchy feeling
on the tongue—hke a Iittle quivering I am going to put
some healing wmto you It will help more than you realize
You have had very bad bronchial trouble, verging on
pleuuisy [stlll making cutting motions over patient] Do
you find the top of the head muzzy? This condition 15 an
altemath of the chaos [implying the Second World War)
All your vitality went fiom you You have had no 1eal will
sice

pATIENT. That 15 right

DR ROBERT I am going to operale on your solar plexus

Suddenly the medium looked up, and said there was a
lady among the watchers who had a corn or a hard callous
The guide told the members of the Panel and their guests
that already, before they came, they had been vetted and
“they” had had a look at them,

“Theie was only one dissenter amongst you, and he 1s
not heie today Does that surprise you?” [This was
presumed to be 1eference to Ganon Knight, not present at
this seance |

DR ROBERT' Did you fall—twenty-three or twenty-four
years ago?

raTicNT  Maybe I can’t remember

DR ROBERT Have you had a little trouble with the
1ight eye?

PATICNT - Yes, quite right

DR ROBERT You are going to have a very pleasant
su1prise—no operation!

The guide broke off to say there was a lady present
who was very wnterested i children, had devoted a lot of
her time to them Lady Anderson said she was interested
mn children and youth The guide told her she did more
than she realized, she was able to come down to the child’s
level, instead of trymng to drag the child up to hers She
had a gieat spwit behind her, who gave her the incentive
to do this work

DR. ROBERT [to patient]. In a very short space of time
you will feel a different man You will get through life
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with more determination Get health back, get happiness
and thank God

The thurd patient, a well-known surgeon, was then con-
ducted to the table

GumEe. I think we have very much in common, you and
I, that 1s, getting rid of suffering

[He temoved a shipper from the doctor’s foot and
massaged 1t ] The patient observed: “I couldn’t have let
you do that to me, a few days ago”

bR ROBERT If I were on the earth I should say this was
the result of wine! We'll put a mce lLittle mjection there,
It gets well The pamn goes from the knee right down to
the toe This 15 from one doctor to another, eh! I think you
have been a scallywag!! When I have finished with you,
you will walk out much better than you walked in I am a
very lively spirit when I gel into the man’s body! A pain
in the head, also in the back? Many times you have treated
your people and you feel very tired and sick afterwards

PATIENT Natutally, most people do after working hard

pr ROBERT That 15 a law that operates If you have a
healthy body and someone near you 1s sick, they sap your
strength

[Here Dr Bendit nterjected “Surely that can be
stopped, if you know 1t’s happening ']

GuiE It cannot be stopped It is the reason people
say the young should not sleep with the very old I can
take power from any one of you who can spare 1t and put
mnto the victim who needs 1t Every one of you will feel as
though you have been revitalized when you leave

There are many spirit people here also They come
here to learn, we have to help them, too We have twenty-
five spirit doctors working on this one There are also
students, nurses, helpers, message bearers, and hundreds of
thousands of spirits helping

I just report what I am able to see to you people Every
one of you people here will go away feeling stronger than
you came 1n

You bring your victums, we do our best to heal them
I don't think I have missed anything with the two men
I have healed?

[Both the preceding patients agreed |

GUIDE  Spirit help 1s there for everyone We are not
here to decry your medical profession. We are only here
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to belp. [To the patient] If your time had come I could
not say I will get you well, I could only relieve you But
I know you have a long way to go You have achieved some-
thing You have a favourite chair® [The patient said that
was true ] One day you will wake up 1n 1t and find yourself
dead!

Life goes on always, just like taking an old coat off and
putting on 2 new one This 1s your preliminary training,
because we do not talk in the spirit world, we only think
Each one of you carries a colour which shines before you
You cannot talk with your tongue in your cheek You will
be known for yourself there

You, when you get to the world of spirit, will get a
very great greeting from your colieagues You will come
back and work with your knowledge You have to go on

pr BENDIT: Do you stay there forever?

cuibE Ben Ali Pasha, who comes with me (a Persian),
has been here for two thousand of your earth years I have
been “dead” for ffty-four years! I come back under the
nom-de-plume of “Dr Robert” It means nothing It just
suits the purpose Think deeply if anyone says they are an
Egyptian princess| [Thomas turned to the patient] I am
gomg to say Lo you, if your foot gets well I shall be a very
good doctor, eh? Auf 1Viedersehen Peace be i your heart

The guide closed with the following prayer

Oh great Divine Light, Thy servants come to Thee
asking that peace, goodwill, health and happiness may be
given to each of these Thy children, and we ask that each
one may be dismissed with Thy peace We ask this in Thy
name Peace be 1 your hearts God bless you

When “Dr Robert” had left, Thomas, the medium,
appeared rather dazed The first thing he did was to accept
a cigarette, and took about ten minutes to regamn his
composure, complamning in fact of a pain 1n the foot

[The following report was prepared by the second

atient, Mr Nicholson, after returning home on the mght
of his treatment].

Diagnosis duodenal: Correct

Excessive eye watering Correct

Excessive mouth saliva Correct.

Severe chest 1llness. Correct (double pneumonia when
a child)

Right-foot weakness Correct
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Caunse of duodenal (given as twenty years or so back)
due to nervous shock This I have traced back to twenty-
one years ago when my wife was suddenly taken to hospital
for an emergency operation for appendicitis. At this time I
was 11l with nervous stram This links up with the
appendix trouble which the medrum mentioned

He cortectly diagnosed the left leg and head tiouble of
my wife, who was not present at the circle

I should hike to place on record that at the exact time
this last diagnosis was made, my wife was 1n pamn and had
remaiked “I wish that man could cure me” This seems
a strange comcidence, as Mr Thomas had said at about
this time that he had reccived a message regaiding my wife

PANEL’S REPORTS

LORD AMWELL " As the seance was one of healing, I
prefer to leave medical membeis of the Panel to express
then opinions 4

SIR JOHN ANDERSON, Gentle and soothing per-
sonality Seemed most sincere 1 his work It 15, however,
difficult to judge of the effect of healing at a seance, as this
can only be proved over a period

DR BENDIT. Techmique much like that of other
mediums, both 1n guessing and i eliciting information
There seems to be a hit-or-miss element of paranormal
diagnosis A hernia was entirely missed on one patient
while symptoms were attributed to him which he had not
got, and in one case which were not his but his wife’s
Results entirely mnconclusive No evidence to confirm
either claims made or the Spiritualist hypothesis

MRS HALDANE Mr Thomas, in his normal state,
has a hind and humoious personality He undoubtedly 1s
acutely sensitive to human suffering and has a sincere
desire to help to alleviate 1t He also appears to have
considerable mesmeric gifts and very powerful, sensitive
hands

When his control, “D1 Robert”, took over, the pleasant
qualities of Mr Thomas were accentuated, to me it was
not 1n the least a different personality but the same, only
older and more so I nouced the shght German accent
immmediately, but the only German words spoken by the
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“doclor” were Auf Wiedersehen Unfortunately I did not
think untl afterwaids of speaking to him myself 1n
colloquial German, so I cannot say whether he knew any
more

I am not competent to speak about his medical quah-
fications Mr Thomas was out of the room for at least
ten minutes before the seance began, the two patients were
also m another room I cannot, therefore, say with any
certainty whether or not he had any opportunity of
discovering their symptoms before the “doctor” did

One cannot rule out the possibility that he could have
done so, either by telepathy or clairvoyance With regard
to his examination of the doctor, 1t was notably more
superficial than that of the others, and he broke 1t off
at one pont to address the audience and talk to them Mr
Thomas also appeared to me to be a case of dissociated
personality, with considerable clairvoyant and telepathic
talents

L 4 G STRONG- This session showed that Mr
Thomas possesses undoubted gilts of paranormal sensi-
tvity His claim is that he 15 controlled by the spirit of
a dead German doctor, who returns under the pseudonym
of “Di1 Robert”

In the experiment, Mr Thomas examuned two patients
brought by a docto: who knew then medical history
Appatently m a light trance, he passed his hands over
the first of these, who was lymng more or less relaxed upon
a couch, and proceeded to describe with gieat accuiacy
the symptoms which the patient felt, together with those
which he had felt in the past, such as a severe dental
abscess many years before This enumeration, confirmed
by the patient, was highly impressive, including as 1t did
some very trivial symptoms In the course of this recital
the medium went through the pantomime ol an imaginary
operation, concluding his tiealment with an extiemely
poweitul suggestion to the patient of impioved health
m (ulfilment of certain simple ritual prescriptions

With the second patient the medium began successfully,
then wandered off mto apparent imaccuracies This he
accounted for by saying that he was picking up sensations
from the patient’s wife The patient confirmed the account
ot these, and even more dramatic confirmation, I am told,
was obtained later, when the wife testified that at that

123



hour she had been in pamn, and had wished fervently that
she were being treated instead of her husband

In this case, too, Mr Thomas did a pantomime opera-
tion Finally, he demanded that a medical member of our
Panel, suffering from gout in one foot, should liec on the
couch He stroked the doctor’s foot and moved 1L slowly,
without apparently causing any discomfort The doctor was
for the moment unable to say whether the treatment had
done his foot any good, and Mr Thomas, after emerging
from his apparent trance, complained of pain in his right
foot, a transference with which manual healers are all too
familiar

It 1s worth remarking that “Dr Robert” did not name
the complamt from which erther of the fixst two patients
was suffering, although his confident reference to their
X-ray photographs may have meant that he suspected 1

He possesses highly magnetic hands, and theie 15 no
doubt, on the evidence before us, that he can sympa-
thetically percetve what his patients are feeling and have
felt mn the way of symptoms But many manual prac
titioners, masseurs and others can do this, who do not lay
claim to spirit contiol Had I been competent to do so,
I would have addressed “Dr Robert” m Geiman, and
would not have been surpised if he did not understand me

This 15 1n no way to mmpugn his honesty, or to dispute
his remarkable powers but he did nothing with which I
am not already familiar, and certanly nothing which
requires the hypothesis of control by a discarnate spirit
The second of his two patients suggested that the whole
thing might be explamned by a dissociation of personality
This seems to me highly probable

HARLEY-STREET SURGEON Mr Thomas appeared
to go into a trance m which he said he was controlled by
an unknown doctor from the spirit world, called “Dr
Robert” But there was no evidence of this, other than
that he said so. He treated a number of patients As each
one came up he was put on a couch Mr Thomas did not
elicit any hastory of their diseases from the patients, on the
contrary he told them that they had such-and-such
symptoms He did not give them much time to say whether
this was the case or not, and even 1if they had wished to,
they might have been too scared m the presence of a lage
audience to contradict him
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He then went through a series of motions which could
be described as a caricature of those which a surgeon nught
make 1n operating After some ten minutes of this he would
assure the patient he would get pexrfectly well, and dismuiss
him with the words Auf Wiedersehen

He was a very good showman with a strong personality
so that he exerted a considerable force of suggestion I
think 1t likely that 1n cases where there was an element of
neurosts he mught effect “impiovement” or even a cure
But I doubt 1f he could do anything for an organic disease

On one occaston he treated two men whom I had
already seen They had duodenal ulcers to my certamn
knowledge after X-ray examination

[The followwng 1s a medical 1eport on the first patient,
taken after an X-1ay examnation at a London hospital]

A duodenal ulcer 1s present The opaque meal passes
through the oesophagus with no evidence of obstruction
The oesophageal lumen 1s normal m width and outline
The gastric mucosal pattein 1s normal and the stomach
when filled shows no evidence of ulcer or new growth
Gastiic peristalsis 15 active and emptymg of the gastric
contents takes place thiough the pylorus without delay

A large pocket projects trom the lesser curvature aspect
of the duodenal cap The findings are those of duodenal
ulcer which 15 probably involving the pancreas

The following 15 a medical report on the second
patient, taken after an X-ray examunation at a London
hospital]

A duodenal ulcer 15 present When filled with barium
the oesophageal lumen 1s normal 1n width and outhine with
no evidence ot pathological change The gastric mucosal
folds are normal i width and anangement and the
stomach when filled 1s normal in outline There 1s no
evidence of pastric ulcer, new growth o1 of inflammatory
change 1n the stomach Gastric peristalsis is active and the
stomach empties its contents through the pylorus in two
and a quaiter hous fiom commencement of the examina-
tion

The duodenal cap fills poorly It 1s very iwrritable and
shows considerable delormity with an ulcer niche on 1its
posterior wall
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HARRY EDWARDS

Tur tHiRp spinit healer differs i some degree from the
preceding 1n that he would no doubt agree his own
personal magnetism 1s a positive aid to the cures that are
said to be registered through his aid, He 1s a cheery, stocky
figure, with silver-grey hair and a sun-tanned complexion,
and his very manner radiates good humour and health

He ailved m a lounge swit, took off his jacket and tie
while working, and loosened the neck of his white shirt
He wore no white surgical jacket, and made no attempt
at pseudo-medical gestuies or jargon His manncr 1s hearty
rather than “bedside” and he speaks to patients in a quuet,
forceful tone, commanding thewr will Thee was no
attempt Lo go into a trance, He has two assistants, a young
married couple, Mr and Mrs George Burton, who helped
to manipulate the patients

Mr Campbell, a guest of the Panel on this occasion,
offered himself as the first patient, as he had for a con-
siderable time been under medical observation for an
obscure spinal trouble giving intermittent but sevete pamn

The medium seated Mr Campbell on a chair i front
of the Committee, and mwvited the Harley-street surgeon
to feel what he called the “poker back” of the patient The
doctor agreed that the spine was rigid, there was no
flexability at all

Edwaids said there 1s normally very little that can be
done to make this type of spine mobile He was facing the
patient, seated on another chair, with both arms 1ound
and the fingers working up and down the spine while he
was talking He told the patient to relax his spimne and
lean back on the healer’s fingers

rowArDS. What we do 15 not osteopathy [He kept
moung the patient from side to side all the time After a
few manutes the doctor was inuited to feel the spine again,
and confirm that it was much looser The doctor confirmed
that this was so |

rowarns  Could you touch your toes before?

PATIENT No

EDwWARDS® Tty now [The patient bent over and
touched his toes] The pressure 1s now removed {rom the

nerve centre, so it should yield now This will keep your
back pliable
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Askhed how long he had been downg this work, Mi
Edwaids sard 1t would be some fifteen or sixteen years

“We had a small healing crcle, found that muacles
were taking place, so we cairied on I am nothing This
1s beyond the wisdom of man. Therefore it must be done
by someone who 1s greater than man This doesn’t just
happen There 1s a law behind 1t and we couldn’t work
without the spnit friends I have never studied osteopathy,
but sometimes my hands absolutely vibrate I know 1t 1s
definitely a power beyond me

pATIENT I have been to many osteopaths, and have
found relief, but 1t has always been temporary

zpwarDS They have hurt you, I expect I didn’t hurt
you, did I? There 1s never any pam with spurit healing
Actually all T did was to demonstrate that the back 15
now mobile The healing took place before I moved you
I would ask you 1o keep m touch with me once a week
We do a large part of our work by absent healing, and
see constant improvement and progress take place I have
many thousands of letters testifymng to spiritual healing,
wncluding cancer

caNon RNIGHT In view of the fact that all through the
ages healing has been done at shrines and places like
Lourdes, would you claim a monopoly for this type of
muacle for your denomination?

EDWARDS I don't beheve there 1s one power given to
the Catholic, o1 the Methodist, or the Spiritualist All can
tap this healing force We just believe we have come to
the most practical way We have letters, hundreds of them,
speaking of patients who have been declared too old, or
beyond all medical help—so-called incurables, the big
majority speak of improvement. They speak of healing
of the mind and happmess in the home

SQUADRON-LEADER ULLYETT* Does that mean some
patients have cured themselves?

ANsWER. No It 15 all by the power of spint that these
changes take place Mostly we have the co-operation of
the patient, but sometumes 1t 1s given by the third party,
such as someone giving the name of a child, or a mentally
deficient

4 pocror asked What about family history—cases like
night-blindness, tor instance?

ANSWER: We never limit what we do Conditions that
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have seemed absolutely impossible have yielded We have
seen eyes that looked like a smear, and the sight came
back to them We had a case of cataract last Monday, a
week ago That person can now see quite clearly And once
the sight comes back it doesn’t go again

LorRD AMWELL Is your diagnostic knowledge part of
the tramning you have had?

Ebwarps rephied. “I get imtuibive diagnosis People
have told me things they have the matter with them, and
I don’t know what they are talking about!”

Mr Answorth, suffering temporarily with one weak
and watering eye, had healing from Edwards He said 1t
was betler after the healing, but didn’t know how long 1t
would last

Mr Ainsworth also had a pamn in his shoulder The
healer worked on 1t and 1t mmproved Edwards diagnosed
1t as a functional condition, and said “We have taken
the pan away from you, but we shan’t see immediate
results ”

A third patient recerved healing for his gout, and the
medium smiled “It 15 not a serious case at the moment”,

PATIENT Delighted to think you think so! IU's not so
bad now, but 1t was acute ten days ago

EDWARDS It is yielding nicely now Am I hurting you?
No? I have never personally treated gout like this I have
always done 1t by absent healing.’

In answer to a question the medium said there 1s a
stiong psychological element in rheumatism Also with
mugraine there 1s a definite link-up between the mind and
the physical health

prR BENDIT* You have been domng this for fifteen or
sixteen years How did you first discover 1t?

EpWARDS  We experimented with absent healing There
was a man in Brompton Hospital with tuberculoss,
pleurisy and haemorrhage, and he was not expected to live
A friend and I tried absent healing on him Within a few
days his temperature went down; the pleurisy disappeared
and the haemorrhage ceased Immediately after we had
two or three other cases of tuberculosis and also one with
a growth, a cancerous growth All these were without
mantpulation except for one case when I placed my hands
on the patient's head

CANON KNIGHT. Men have always possessed these gifts
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and used them The Bible tells us there ate diversities ol
gitts, Why do you necd an extia hypothesis?

ipwards It has always been the same 1ight down the
ages I think we have some right to go a hittle further and
try o find out about them

PANEL’S REPORTS

SIR JOHN ANDERSON Full of sympathy, purpose-
ful and convincing Manner humble and profound i his
approach to the Divine mind I liked him also for the
reason that he operated by duect inspiration—the highest
form of psychic power

MRS HALDANE This gentleman manipulated the
back of Mr Campbell, who suflers from a spastic condation
ol the spine The patient sard alterwards that the mani-
pulation had given him some temporary relief I mysell
have suflered lo1 years from sacro-liac subluxation
Manipulation and massage tieatment invariably bring
reliel to the pamn I cannot see the need to lIink such treat-
ment with “spirit” healing, especially as Mr Harry
Edwards was not 1n trance or under “control” but seemed
perfectly normal, efficient, and a very self-confident, strong
personality

I was perturbed by his claim that patients can be cured
in their absence by prayer, I cannot see how 1t 15 recon-
cilable with any of the theoites or practices of medical
usage I think one should treat such clamms with great
caution, because although in certain cases Spiritualist treat-
ment may well bring relief, in others 1t mught prevent
a sufferer lrom seeking medical aid or surgical intervention
i tme

CANON KNIGHT : His methods wele sumilar to faith
healers 1n general He gave an impression of peisonal
vitality which 1n itself would elicit response in many I
was prepated to accept his possession of such powers He
laid stress on his power to heal in absence, and I should
like a check on this He did not appear to lay stress on
mwaid preparation by patients

I could not see why he called in the hypothesis of
departed spirits If the gift 1s 1n hus possession 1t arises
out of his own personality—although 1ts source may lie
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elsewhere—but I could not see enough difference between
Edwaids and other healeis 1o understand the necessity
fo1 his explanation.

HARLEY-STREET SURGEON He dudn't go mto a4
trance nerther did he say that he was controlled by any-
body But he did manipulate the patients There did not
appedr to be anything magical 1n 1t

I saw hun produce mobility in a spine that was bein
held rigid by the spinal muscles I am 1n touch with this
patient, who tells me that the improvement was striking
For three months afterwards there was no serlous recur-
rence of pamn.

L A4 G STRONG This was to me a most impressive
siling

Hany Edwads's fiist patient was Mr  Campbell
Edwards ascertamned from him that his trouble was 1n his
back, and, atter briefly feeling his spine, mnquized whether
theie was a doctor present A member of the Panel said
“I am a surgeon”, wheieupon Edwards invited him to
examune the spine, and say whether he confitmed his own
diagnosts of a spastic condition The doctor felt the spine,
and confirmed the diagnosts Edwards then asked whether
this was a condition which orthodox medicine found
difficult to treat, and the doctor agreed

Edwards then put his hands over the affected vertebrae,
and (after what appeared to be comparatively hight touch
upon them) mvited his patient to bend forwards, back-
waids, and to either side This he was able to do freely,
without pamn or discomfort Edwards then invited the
doctor to examine the spme again, and he pronounced that
1t was “much better”

The second patient was Mi  Ainsworth, who com-
plamed first of all of a weeping tear duct 1n his left eye
Edwards and a woman assistant placed their hands over the
eye, and after a time which I should put at between one
and two minutes, removed them Edwards wiped the eye
with a handkerchief, and Mr Awnsworth agreed thac the
flow had ceased He added whimsically that 1t would
probably begin again soon It did not as long as I was
present, and I gather {rom subsequent information that,
alter_one briel 1ecrudescence, the condition was allayed

He then submitted to veatment lor what I understood
to be nemitis i both upper aims After quickly flexing
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cach arm, Edwards pulled them out to their full extent and
then made Amnsworth pull with his full weight upon the
back of a chair Mr Amsworth said he would be better
convinced by making an attempt to do something he had
not been able to do for some tume, that 1s, to pick up a
charr 1 lus ught hand and rotate the arm This, to his
surprise, he found he was able to do

Harty Edwards then manipulated a doctor’s gouty
foot, with 1esults which T have had no opportumity of
checking

The healer did not claim that any mmprovements in
condition would necessanly be permanent He stiessed that
there were many conditions which required repeated visits
He made no extravagant claims at all, and was scrupulous
in maintaining that he himself had no power to heal, but
was simply a channel through which power came Asked
about the nature of the power, he stated his belief that it
was given him by discarnate spirits His personality I found
both pleasant and strong, and he impressed me as a man of
integrity, whose intentions were wholly good and whose
practice was wholly honest

As to the source of a power which appeared to me to be
beyond dispute, I prefer to pass an open verdict My
personal belief 15 that what doctois term ws medicatrix
naturae (Nature’s own tendency Lo heal mjury and disease)
can by cetlamn mdividuals and in certain circumstances be
concentiated, much 1n the way that the sun’s rays can be
concentrated through a buining-glass, with the result that
therr action 1s concentrated, and the effect appears dramatic
or even nuraculous It would take far too long, and involve
considerations which here would be out of place, to detail
the evidence which has led me to this belief

Let me say instead that I am ready to beheve that Harry
Edwards can be a focus of healing powers not yet fully
understood by orthodox medical science.
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CONCLUDING ESSAYS

Space does not permat a detailed essay on each

seance held, but the following comments by certain

members of the Invesiigating Panel gre facts and

wews supplementary to those gwen in thewr
mdwwndual verdicts

LORD AMWELL, CBE

I mave wondered at the appaient obstinacy of many
scientists mn 1efusing to examine Spiritualists’ claims I stll
do, but from experiences as a member of the recently
constituted Panel of Investigation 1t 1s clear to me that
popular Spirttualism 15 quite as much to blame because of
its contempt of ordered thinking and 1its indifference to
evidential values

Spiritualism resents criicism of any kind as bewng at
least potentially hostile, and seems to do 1ts best to
discourage the tramned mund It 15 with regret that I feel
compelled to write 1n this way for I am by no means hostile
to the claims 1n question In my view there 1s good evidence
of paranoimal fact available for examination, and good
reason for belief m continuity

I want every possible shred of evidence considered and
every reason competently discussed, but I find, as the
screnlist, too, must find 1 contrast to his own systematic
work, something repellent about the highly emotional and
temperamentally uncritical footing of this widespread
movement

It 18 mcumbent upon me to give 1easons for the above
statement, but first I would like to make my own attitude
clear Spiritualists have the habit of dubbing every critic a
bemghted materialist who delights 1 disturbing “vibra-
tions” upon which phenomena are supposed to depend I
doubt whether they know in the least what they are talking
about Modein materialism 1s not the Victorian crudity
that went under that name and tt 15 not 1mpossible n these
days to hold the view that what 1s vital to materialistic
science does little mntellectual violence to religious values
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In any event, 1t secms to me that Spuritualists can hardly
afford to take any (oo strong a line here considering the
stalements they make about the mnext world, which 1
“revealed” as spatial, material, and sensory enough wn all
conscience

I am satisied that genuwne paranormal phenomena
occur Years ago I produced a good deal of 1t for myself
just as anyone may do who 1s prepared to give time and
exercise patience And here let me say that while com-
mercialized Spirttualism 1s more or less “phoney” and the
movement should be cleaned up by its honest members,
nobody today can read the vast and authoritative literature
relating to psychical research that 1s available and not be
convinced that genuine mediumship exists The explana-
tron that puts 1t all down to fraud done by conjuring 1s
mere mtellectual laziness

It 1s not true that conjuireis themselves combine to
denounce Spiritualism, as so many believe who quote the
claim that conjuiers can reproduce any spirit phenomena
by normal means Many leading conjurers are Spuritualists
Others are interested in psychic research

In 1892 John Nevil Maskelyne wrote the following letter
to the Italian Spiritualist paper, Annali dello Spiritismo.

“Inasmuch as for several years I have been recog-
nwzed as an opponent of Spiritualism, your readers
wll, without doubi, be swprised to learn that I have
become a believer in apparitions Many facts simalay
to those nelated by your coriespondents have been
venfied in my own family, and in thal of my friends,
n such o way that [ have been forced to surrender
to the cwidence of truth and to acknowledge my
enor”

I myself heard a statement simtlar to this made by John
Nevil Maskelyne from the stage of the St George’s Hall,
London (or the Egyptian Hall, I forget which), mn 1910
about which coirespondence appeared in the old Daily
Chironcle

But to admit the patancimal 1s one thing, to accept
cvely psychological manifestation as the woik of discainate
spuits another, It 1s painiully evident, to me at any rate,
that much mediumship, especially 1n the category of trance
control with 1ts pontifical sermonizing and fifth-rate moral

133



uplift, 15 a case of religious and other frustration finding a
sympathetic outlet Failing proof Lo the contrary, of which
in my view there was none 1n all the seances (some twenty
ot so at which the most eminent and successful mediums
the movement could find 1 this country were studied), the
“spurit-control” impresses me as being a clear case of
dissoctatton, that 1s to say, dramatized sub-personality

In general, I refrain {from using technical terms cuilent
in modein psychology because I do not know the subject
well enough, but I am sufficently familiar with the
literature of psychology to understand that “‘control” has
all the marks of that neural “conditioming” about which
a good deal 1s known by science today, but about which the
rank-and-file Spuitualist 15 usually 1gnorant O such
dramatization our dreams provide evidence and, if these
are not enough, Frend and the rest must be consulted
Authentic cases of complete and partial dissociation are
fully desciibed and sLucﬁed in psychological and medical
literature There 15 nothing discarnate about them

I fully accept “continuity” I believe that “we go on”
although I think 1t very doubtful that we do in the sense
and 1n the way that Spiritualist philosophy describes The
scientist J B S Haldane has put on record a mathematical
argument for what he describes as “little Lo be distinguished
[rom a future lfe” which, 1n eflect, consists of the
proposition that 1f mind 15 to be explamed as a product of
material “confoxmation” (the materalist’s case) then 1t
follows that 1ecurence of suitable conformation (molecular
arrangement) 15 the same thing as recurience of “self” in
some sense Inevitability of iecurrence constitutes the
mathematical proot,

Be that as 1t may, I agree with Professor Joad that “theic
15 some evidence that m lespect of our unconscious selves
we are all one; evidence, thar 1s to say, that 1t 1s by con-
scrousness we dare cul ofl {tom one another and become
separate individuals, but that underneath consciousness
thete 1s a vast unconscious reservoir of wishes, thoughts,
desires, hopes which 15 common to us all”

The subject of telepathy 15 recerving just now a good
deal of public attention People are encouraged to believe
that telepathy 15 a trick of thought-transference that can
be done at will by certain persons as a popular entertain-
ment and that thoughts aie self-contammed objects of
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dispatch like wrapped-up parcels to be sealed and delivered

What 1s probably more correct 1s the view of Whateley
Carrington that “telepathy comes, nol by transmission
of 1deas, but by commuunity of conscrousness, not by the
transference of a thought, but by 1dentity of the thinkers”
It 13 not generally known that for some twenty years at least
the subject has been one ol close experument at universities
and scentific centies m many parts of the world by
scientists who have taken the gicatest pamns to render their
woik umimpeachable

Hundieds of thousands of experiments have been made,
checked, aud counter-cheched, with documented results that
are millions to one against chance or comncidence Drs
Spal and Rhine are names well known in connection with
laboratory tests ol the most rigorous and painstaking order

Now, 1f 1L 15 a [act that under the threshold of conscious
personality we are all one, there 1s to be considered 1ts
philosophic 1mportance The view carites with it the
suggestion, not of fully fledged and sharply outhned
thoughts arrtving and departing Itke passengers at an aur-
port, but of a psychic “field” And this explains or
1ationalizes the moral urge ol man as no other ethical
theory does, certainly as no theory of mechanical social
“selection” does Above all, the existence of telepathy
(which I hold proven) affords veiy strong evidence of
immortality i itself, for i1t minds as we know them
separately are interpenetrable it seems to [ollow that, so
long at any rate as mund exists at all, I exist “All one”,
evert at subconscious level, mmplies, I think, that simple
awareness continues, peisonality as such (we know this
personality so very superficially) comes, perhaps agamn and
again, to be rebwilt in 1ielation to a higher or lower
“trajectory”

No gieat intellectual difficully arises from the con-
ception of a psychic field, at least none more than arises
always fom profounder issues of meaning Modern steel
ships have their compasses adjusted to the magnetic field
of the earth accoiding to the direction in which the hulls
lay when buildmg in the shps What the magnetic field is
“in 1tsell” we know no more than we know what space-time
15 “1n 1tself”, or anything else But we know 1t exists because
ol what 1t does, which 15 1n fact the only rational meaning
of the word “existing” Separate magnets exist because of
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the generalized field which m turn belongs to the electro-
magneuc constitution of the universe at large Telepathy,
the submerged iceberg of Freud, racial memory, well-
established principles in biology and genetics including the
fact that, except 1n 1solated pockets, every person hving
today 15 4 descendant of every peison living procreatively
at the time ol Chiist—all these things, and more, pount,
nresistibly I think, to the conclusion that there 1s a psychic
field just as there 15 a magnetic field, and thal we ale none
of us as separate as we think

Smce modein Spiitualism began 1t has always been a
question of how much of 1ts phenomena might be referzed
to the sublumnal consciousness Now that so much more
1s known about the below-the-surface mind the possibility
of a paranormal 1ather than an other-world explanation for
much, if not most, psychic phenomena must not be put
aside. It must 1ndeed be 11gorously pursued Let us take an
extieme case

My friend Hannen Swafler will tell me that he has
touched and conversed with materalized spirits Such
evidence 15 not to be lightly discounted But, in the
literatwre of Spnituahism theie are many mstances where
phantoms are those of the living and not of the dead
I 1emember an atheist {r1end of mine who had been mduced
to attend a Spnitualist meeting having his wife described
to hum and announced as bemg present, the clairvoyant
“seewng” so precisely and vividly that he 1an home 1n panic
to find the lady veiy inuch alive Both materialization and
clurvoyant description bring i the theory of departed
spirits, but phantoms of the living, seen whether by sitteis
taking pait 1n a materialtzing seance o1 by the spiritual
eye ot the dairvoyant, aie alike not only mysterious but
mexplicable upon that assumption Materialized forms are
alleged to appear in recognizable character and give salis-
factory evidence of dentity True, but they are supposed to
be built up 1n a substance derived from sitters and medium
Thus 15 called “ectoplasm” and seems to belong to a border-
land belween spunil and matter constituting some subtle
velucle of quasi-physical nature, In the light of such a claim
the suggestion gains stiength that apparitions, mncluding
the ghosts of haunted houses which are not to be dismissed
as bemg in every mnstance the product of superstition,
emeige from a region o1 domamn that should be called
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neutral m respect of the physical-mental order If the
“spirit” figure so materialized requires a contribution from
medium and sitters for its form, 1t may be that mind and
character, too, are contributed through the agency of the
telepathic or psychic field If telepathy 1s true, all
knowledge 1s available, past, present, and, as 1t seems now
from the latest exploration, future

A thought occurs to me here A seed planted in the
ground germunates, grows into a plant, and culminates in
the blossom or new seed over a period of time, say an
over-all pertod of six months for argument’s sake
Imagme the time required reduced to six seconds as it 1s
sometimes pictorially reduced to sixty on the cinema screen
by a camera trick There 1s nothing illogical or contra-
dictory 1n the 1dea Growth can be expedited by chemical
means It 1s only a question of time, and tume, as a great
physicist has said, has "something funny about 1t” But the
six-second “materialization” 1n sunshine and open air would
be a good deal moie convincing than most of the spiritual-
istic variety, certainly more convincing than any that
members of the Panel saw It would be called a muracle if
the phenomena occurred rarely enough Nevertheless, there
1s nothing in materialization more “impossible” or more
wonderful than the birth of a butterfly, and if a plane of
existence 18 granted where matter and mind mteract with,
as 1t were, immeasurably greater flexibility—a psycho-
telepathic field—theie may be a better explanation than
the one advanced Identity 1s not the difficulty—at any rate
not so much—if telepathy itself, as Carrington suggests, 1s
but another name for it

I am not unaware of the fact that all this 1s guesswork.,
It 1s not my guesswork, however, except 1 so far that I
may have brought a number of 1deas together in a popular
form, which 1s what I have tried to do My reason for
traversing this terrain 1s not so much to set up an
alternative theory to Spiritualism as to 1indicate the
emotional barrier erected by 1ts devotees against mntellectual
arbitrament 1n making Spiritualism doctrmal and mvesting
1t with the platitudinous 1ags of a thurd-rate religious sect

Spiritualist religious jargon 1s peurile Take the word
“vibrations” It 1s supposed (o explain the modus operands
of sprritual communion, and like other “blessed words”,
secms to be soul-satisfying, not to say mind-obfuscating
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Spuritualists use this word constantly without knowing what
it means or understanding its tmplications 1 the least
Vibration 1s not a “thing i 1tsell”, something must vibrate,
But what? I asked the question rudely, and got the reply
that I expected and perhaps deserved It was that all 15
vibration, electrons, atoms, the filaments of electric light
bulbs And the entranced medum who gave me that reply
did not see that she was really putting the case for
materialism, and of a matertalism so out of date that it
attributes the psychic wherever 1t 15 demonstrated to—yes,
these very vibiations of electrons and atoms and molecules
seen 1 electric filaments! Mind 1s relegated by third-rate
matertalists to cramal jitterbugging. and Spiritualists {all
{1 1t—by mmplication “Vibration” 1s the vely eaimark,
diagnosis, and cloven hoof of materialism

Now, 1t 1s tiue that when mathematical scientisls talk
about such things as waves they confine themselves to move-
ment, and discard that which moves as irrelevant They
obey the rule known as “Occam’s Razor” m philosophy
which forbids unnecessmiy muluplication of entities or
the 1ecogmition of entittes extrancous to the purpose in
hand Thus we do not hear much these days about a
physical “ether” although we do heai a lot about the space-
time continuum which seems to have substantial reality
enough to exhibit curvature I would not know Clever
persons who would not be out of date for worlds produce
otanges and cricket-balls to piove to me something I already
do know, namely that spheiical geometry gives results that
are different from those of plane geometry, and go on to
argue, while they measuie the basic angles on a balloon,
that parallel lines me quite capable of mceting, notwith-
standing that “not meeting” 1s part of the definition of a
parallel, and {orgetting that the so-called angles are not
angles at all but pomnts which, when “produced”,
unmediately take on the curvature of the object and (since
the lines are latitudinal) become not parallels but some-
thing else,

All the same, I leave these things to the mathematicians
I understand as much about the subject as the clever
persons to whom I have referred, which 15 minus nothing
All that I am sure of 1s that the most relative thing about
relativity 1s 1(s relativeness. The Spuitualist jumps in where
critical devils like me fear to tread—nto the metaphysical
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trap, In post-session conversation I was told that the vibra-
tions were not those of matter but of Iife, and this,
immediately after life itself had been defined as vibration!
Just what a vibration of a vibration 1s I do not know, but
suspect that 1t has something to do with a famous Cheshire
cat If Spiritualists mean that spirit 1s 1n a different category
fiom matter, which 1s an aiguable hypothesis, “vibration”
15 definitely not the word Qur friends get a lot of fun out
of “you scientific people” uttered with the scorn of a Mrs
Pankhurst trouncing “You Men”! I don’t wonder!

In the mental phenomena displayed there was some
evidence of paranormal cognition, extra-sensory perception
(knowledge obtamned otherwise than through the normal
senses), “Ps1”, o1 whatever 1t may be called In the physical
phenomena there was none. This, of course, 15 only my own
opmion for what 1t might be worth It seemed to me that
mn nothing of what took place, mental or physical, was there
the shightest evidence ol a future life to comfort us poor
mortals living in the ante-chamber of death (as R. W
Dunne says)—should we require 1t There 1s, of course, the
consideration that valid phenomena of any abnormal
character mght be held to strengthen one’s hope by
dispelling the worst of one’s alleged despair, but this 1s
much less than the Spiritualists claim Let us examine the
matter a little more closely

If a mediam gives me a message about my past life, by
way of clairvoyance (clear-seeing) or psychomeltry (object-
sensing) or clarraudience (clear-hearing) and I know, or
afterwaids find 1t to be, “veridical”, that 1s to say, true,
there is no logical reason in the world why I should put it
down to the work of a disembodied spirit. If “spirit”, what-
ever that might mean, must come into the matter, by what
law of inference are we called upon to go further than the
medium’s own property? The sub-normal world, if such
there be, can be tapped, surely, by the mind already present
without calling m some other mind I was told of an
occurrence personal to me forty years ago Details and
names were accurately given But why should I be expected
to take 1t for granted that 1t was all done by a discarnate
being 1n the form of a detachable “soul”? My mind or soul
was available, too, and as free to roam through temporal
corridors (albeit 1n Joad's unconscious nexus) as would
be that of an inhabitant of “Summerland” The medium’s
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own spirit was also there It 1s confining mind to body (of
sorts) 1n a very mateilalistic way to argue that past events
can be revealed only by “someone who was on the spot at
the time” Telepathy proves itsell to be a much bigger and
much more universal thing than a parlour game
Omniscience 15 the possible ultimate fact of mind at large,
the final word of 1eality Admittedly on all hands, a vast
“under-the-threshold” exists, and 1t is more than likely that
the subconscious 1s more open to paranormal exploration
than the more lumited conscious The point 1s that no
genumne proof of discarnate agency (in the sense of dead
persons) was forthcoming in all our investigations Unfor-
tunately, there seemed to be no conception of what 1s
required—to convince, not me, but the critical world
The technique of popular clairvoyance seems to be wide
open to misunderstanding I do not question the power of
the genuine clairvoyant to probe that subconscious which
1s, I have suggested, immensely wider than peisonality as
we expertence 1t But there 1s normally a good deal of “hit-
ormiss” in clamrvoyant demonstrations as well as much
guessing, fishing, and eking-out “Is1t?s” and “would-t-
be?s” preponderate The medium builds up as she goes, the
good one with an occasional striking result The other kind
trusts to a tramn of Jacks, Harrys, Freds, and Emmas to
evoke the requusite mnitial response But there are some,
mvariably the non-piofessional, who are content, hit or
miss, to let the spirits, if they are such, speak for themselves,
and these provide the most remarkable results by far
Rank-and-file Sprritualists, to judge from their attitude
and conduct, know nothing whatever about how much
territory has been explored and even partially mapped out
on scientific lines in straight psychical research as well as 1n
orthodox psychology Spiritualism 1s a gospel to be believed,
not a subject of reseaich to be probed Its adherents, so it
seerns, do not know what constitutes proof, and therr state
of mind on the matter 1s highly emotive 'While evidence 15
available sufficent 1 amount to constitute a formidable
case m favour of what may be properly called a spirrtual
umverse, though not necessanly of one in any sharp
antithesis to om own familiar world, we are mvited to
accept an inferior substitute for 1eligion because the Bible,
as one medium said, mculcates faith Which would be as
good a reason as any for seeking spiritual comfort (if that
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weie the only object) in the warm and colourful bosom
of the Roman Church o1 even in the Dracoman cloisters
of a Tibetan monastery

Upon the physical phenomena shown to us I feel 1t
pamnful to comment I leave the spirit-healing sessions to
medical members of the Panel and confine the term
“physical” to the direct voice

I must record my 1mpression that on one occasion, and
on one only, 1t appeaied that a voice came from the trumpet
and was somewhat metallic 1n sound On the same occasion
(by far the best seance of 1ts kind) the trumpet was
violently thrown over, although I should have thought
that a movement of the medium or of any one of lhis
supporters could have been detected in spite of the
gramophone Of trumpet demonstrations in general
one can only say that the darkness 15 hughly questionable
because 1t 1s a ventriloquial commonplace that to determine
the direction from which a voice comes when 1n pitch dark-
ness or when an audience 1s led to expect a particular
source 1s next to impossible I must risk the charge of
materialistic hostility in pomnting this out There was
striking support for my view, already expressed, that there
1s o proper 1dea of what evidence means Much was made
of the fact that one direct-voice medium offered the test ot
having stiips of adhesive plaster placed over his lips to
prevent them moving and so to dispose of any charge of
using ventiiloquism No one seemed to be aware of the fact
that speaking without moving the lips s ventriloquism! I
have seen the late Arthur Prince demonstrate with adhesive
tape for the entertainment of a private circle of magicians—
piivate because drawing attention to the lips as such imn
public 15 bad magical technique

To my mund, 1t 1s quite lamentable that the non-
judicial take as evaidence that which 1s nothing of the kind
even 1f assocated with paranormal phenomena that might
be explained in other ways o1 miught not I insist that our
fob as a Panel was to collect evidence to support Spiritual-
1sm 1n 1ts claxms 1f any were available, not to register or
succumb to emotions A very significant remark was made
by one medium who complaimned that he was tired and was
losing power It was “If I go on I shall start guessing”
That’s the trouble, and, apart from the definitely “phoney”,
1t 1s the particular trouble with the paid medum He or
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she 15 expected to give value for money and the temptation
Lo “start guessing” 1s very strong The only way to put the
thing right as I see 1t 1s for the orgamized Spirttualist
movement to find some economic guarantee for its mediums
m return for certification or other responsible accrediting,
the fees being paid mnto a common fund
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SIR JOHN ANDERSON, BART,

Many of my [riends and followeis have asked me why I
deuded to accept the mvitation to sit on this panel of
investigation mto Spititualism

In my opmion, this imvestigation was a very broad-
minded gesture which will have, no doubt, a great influence
in widening mitetest m the subject

My answer to those who have questioned 1s that T knew
that this would be an oppoitunity for me to help the
general public (o become conscious and mterested 1n the
1eality of the Unseen Power that surrounds us

I must say that 1t was most interesting to me as I sat
with the other members—all with their varying degrees of
thought—and observed their reaction to the various
demonstiations, which were given by many well-known
mediums, each possessing a particular psychic sensitvity

I was also glad to be given an opportunity of expiessing
my own personal views rvegarding (he various manifesta-
tions that were piresented

I know that my host of followers thioughout the woild,
who regard with reverence my philosophy of Right
Thinking (which 15 based on the science of Thought, which,
of course, recognizes the reality of Psychic Force), will be
fortified to seek and find still further proof of the Truth
of survival of personality m other worlds, beyond the
spheie ot material life

Duiing my life I have always been what may be described
as a “Searcher” and this attitude of mind has been stimu-
lated, from my earliest recollection of being able to find
many things of profound benefit, through allowing my
fieewilll to link up with an outer-thought radiation of
mspnational power of Divine Thought or Spiritual
Guidance, ete

I realized the effect of this power long belore T had the
opportunily of discoverng the science of 1ts operation

All my hle I have been a realist, and never take for
granted anylhing that I have not proved, and my investiga-
tion 1nto the reality of the Unseen Forces has been based
on this principle
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A doubting mind 1s fatal to the successful accomplish-
ment of any task To doubt the reality of an after-lfe 15
fatal to the complete happiness of a human being

I have proved to myself that there 1s a power of Good
Purpose, and one of Evil Design, which attracts humanity
to express onc or other, according to the thought-desire
of each mdividual

I know that 1t 1s an unassailable truth that thought rules
us all, erther for constructive or destructive purpose We
have the choice of pulsating with Good Thoughts, or Il
Thoughts The Good Thoughts can only give us satsfac
tion, and the bad thoughts, misery and despan

Where do these thoughts emanate from?® My answer 1s,
from the past, present, and future The soul, or ego, is
eternal, and therefore all the thoughts of the past, piesent,
and futwie are existing 1n the Etheric and Etheireal mind-
spheres

These great munds of the past are still seeking and
finding The lesser minds of the past are still evolving, and
the elementary minds of the past are in a mass form and
unable to express an individuality

From time immmemorial, human beings, and all other
forms of life, have been mediums, as are the present {orms
of material life still reflecting varying degrees of mind, from
these unseen thought spheres, so 1 am mspired to give
the reader what I believe to be interesting food for thought,

When “degrees” are referred to, in regard to man's
proficiency, we are all apt to think of these as marks earned
i varrous professions, such as chemistry, law, medicine,
music, art, etc These particular degrees have been com-
piled from time to time, by perhaps “A Board,” which
decides on the standaid required to be given by the
candidate to satisfy the examaners that he or she 1s worthy
to be given a certamn degree

Ot course, these standards which are required do
determine that the successful candidate has 1eached the
particular standard required for a particular examination

The whole universe 1s therefore composed entirely of
degrees, and 1s also balanced by degrees The world at
present 1s wavering under various degrees of evolution,
some people being m an advanced stage or degree of know-
ledge, m relation to material mventions,

Whether the so-called civihized parts of this planet have
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reached a true approach to positive advancement remains
to be proved

We must remember that thousands of years ago there
fived such people as Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, etc, whase
psychic-degrees-o[-mind were {ar 1n advance of the majority
of people living at present on this old earth of ours

These great people had understood how to tap the
outer thought-forces, and to reach out for the knowledge
which was, and 15 today, radiating 1n various degrees, ready
to link up with us all, 1f we so desne

People are all manifesting in various degrees of intellr-
gence A perfectly intelligent person 1s never bigoted, for
he or she realizes the immense number of things which are
to be discovered i relation to each ego Also, they have
the desire to try to solve the difficulties of life, and to try
to abey certain laws of the Spint or Soul, which they know
must be obeyed

The law of cause and eflect has been proved, and still
15 a law that cannot be denied by any thinking person Of
course, there are many laws which are unseen, until man
may disobey, ot obey, and then get the result of breaking
or following a law-force, which 1s always 1n operation, and
acts according to how man uses it 1n relation to his own
life, and often in the case of others who may come into his
orbit

Man, as he becomes conscious of the great part he can
play 1n contributing wisdom for his fellow-man to absorb,
15, of course, a part or unit of a psychicforce of rarified
quality, available to anyone who cares to be imbued with
high principles

If we pause to try to find ourselves, in regard to the
true-self-desires, we shall all admit that 1t 1s not the
matertal-passing-shadows that build up our character, but
something deep—a stirring, noble mind, which 1s calling
us to use, and create, things within ourselves, to give us
harmony within, and to those who are trymg to find the
way, too!

We are all pulsating on different degrees of mind, but
as long as we decade to accept the best of our capability—
the goodwill-degrees—we are true pilgrims following a star,
which will accept each one of us, and we can thus make
its light more powerful, as we add to the power-house of
enhghtenment for ourselves and our fellow-travellers
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Gaeat philosophers from ume mmmemorial have given
mankind a psychic-way to guide them thiough the vagaries
of this earth-plane They have been, and are still, ignored
by the majouity of us Even the Classical scholars may read
their works, but never t1y to emulate, what they may accept
as a way to integrity, and the means of living a hife of value
to themselves and their fellow-beings

My own great countiyman, Thomas Carlyle, found, and
gave, great philosophy Lo us, and our Ameiican cousin,
Emerson, also did the same, and countless other psychic-
students ol the past tiied to attract man to reahize that
Sprritual matters aie the most 1mpoitant things to man,
for without obeymg this law of Goodwill, nothing can
become tiue or prosperous

There are, I know, a tremendous number of people m
this country who are anxious to find something on which
to base their trust and confidence for the future

Some people wonder what this Iife 1s meant fo,
especially those who have experienced so much frustration
in their endeavours to try to carry out an orderly existence

We who think sextously 1eahize that unless the majoiiy
ol us reach out for the Spiritual guidance there will never
be a perfect peace i this wortld Also, if the evil forces
become stronger to such a degree ol great majority, this
world will most certamnly destroy itself, by man destroying
man, either by contact or by some form of mass-destructive
weapons—ai eated by man—through the necessity of mnven-
tion to protect himself fiom his fellow-being!

All this could be avoided if man 1esolved to become a
“Right Thinker,” which I mteipiet as “A Man of Good-
wul,” for the benefit of those who might ask “What 15 2
Raght Thinker?” We must protect ourselves against a foe
—but if man's thought became immerged 1nto a brother-
hood of Right Thinking, there would not be the necessity
to make the possibility of war an important part of the lfe
of man, woman, and child!

Today, five years after the last world wai, nations are
concentrating on weapons, and people aie under the fear
of another conflict We must arm because we must guard
ourselves agamnst a possible enemy Perhaps there may be
a chance for someone to stur up the minds of our possible
foes, to realize that Thought makes hate—love—and Peace
or War! No one can deny this Thought 1s the master of
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the individual for Good or Evil We are all servants, oy
slaves, to our thoughts, we should therefore all resolve (g
sever ourselves from the warped, dangerous thoughts, and
choose to work with the constructive thoughts which give
us courage, and reward ol serenity in our Eternal-egos

People are, in this country and other parts of the world,
at present mclined to ignore all forms of religious thought,
Some people blame “the Churches” for this state of things,
which, 1n my opinion, 1s most unfair The representatives
ot all religions always welcome people who may go to any
chuich

After all, evary religion 15 based on the Psychic, and
recognition of a Divine Power, beyond one’s personality,
Chrisuans especially do acknowledge that Christ came tq
save us from sin, and to show us the way to find God, and
also, the most mmportant of all, to warn us that om ego
15 Eteinal

It seems so niegular that any Chrstian should doubt
that the soul survives, and can re-incarnale, by thought.
pulsations, mto those on thus earth Christ warned us tq
beware of Evil thoughts (rying to attract and use us for
il purpose Hais great resistance to Evil was made positive
when He uttered the words: “Get thee behind Me, Satan”
—when an Evil thought-nfluence tempted Him on the
Mount Why should any self-called Christian dare to ques.
tion the possibility of Christ’s teaching to be incorrect? 1f
any “Christian” does do this, he or she 15 indeed a hypocrite
as regards claiming Lo be a Chiistian!

Every yeligion 1s worth concern for us all in this world,
We Cluistians have found a way to [ollow His Light—
s0 let us be noble and never judge other forms of Worship
than that of our own

The Brotherhood of Man 1s possible 1f all followers of
the many religions of the world would act up to the
principle of goodwill Christ has an invisible Church, ang
subconsciously millions of souls are unwitting members of
His Domain of Thought, for anyone who has affection for
his fellow-man, and true concern for his welfare, s 4
member of the Christian thought-sphere, and a disciple of
Christ Name does not really matter, 1t 15 the carrying oyt
the princple of Christ's teaching that does matter If ,
person may not have learnt about Christ, but carries oyt
goodwill towards man, he or she 1s undoubtedly allowlng
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humself or herself to be guided by a psychic power, which
can only mnfluence them for Good Purpose

I could never regard Sprritualism as a religion, for it
seems 10 have a much wider mission ahead of 1t T regard
1t as a branch of the tree of Truth, to stir mankind to seek,
and find the Truth of survival, and of the many pitfalls
that await the indivadual and the world’s destiny

Unless the Spiritual part of us 1s put first 1n our lives,
our material cannot manifest 1n orderly fashion This is a
law of “cause and eflect”, for i1f the thought 1s warped, so
will the effect be acted, by the recervers!

We should all endeavour to be on guard, to be selective
in what thoughts we permit to become active in our
matental Ife Thought 1s the power which determines
everything 1 our life on this globe I wish that parents,
guardians, and teachers of the young, would study the
scence of thought, and then start to teach their pupils
Right Thinking I am suie that this would be the means
of reducing much of the delinquency of today

To be a Right Thinker, one must be a person of “good-
will”, which 1s another title for the Spiritual thought of
Good Purpose God’s will, or PsychicForce of Good
Thought, 15 always ready to attach and work with all who
choose to turn to Good Thought

With regard to my attitude towards Mediumship, I must
frankly admut that some of the professional mediums are
not being mfluenced fiom spheres of rarified-mind, but
nevertheless, most of them are absolutely genuine These
people certainly do give proof of survival m most cases
Personally, 1 feel that trivial messages from a departed soul
or souls are not of much value to the recerver, but 1n many
instances, do console a mourner and give fresh courage to
know that the soul 15 absolutely Eternal We are, of course,
assured of this by Christ, and this Truth 1s the bulwark of
the Christian faith

People do like to be assured by getting a message from
Heaven, or perhaps Hell, from departed relations or
friends, through the channel ot a medium, who has been
endowed with one of “those” gifts which Christ mentioned

Healing 1s another form of “those” gifts, and we get
1t through our own educated medicos who are mnspired—
just as 1s every other body—{iom the “mind-spheres of
medicine and surgery” The natural healer 1s inspired like-
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wise, but he or she, mevitably, has not had the advantage
of “preparation for the job”, therefore 15 “gifted”, but has
not been able to learn the basic rules and technique of this
great force of healing A lay-healer 1s just the same as a
composer of tune, who may be able to hum or whistle an
arr with a delightful melody, but has not been able, or
perhaps not capable, of learning the rules of writing or
playmg music on an instrument, by reading Sometimes
this type of person can play “by ear”, but could not explamn
anything about composition or “talk music”, but 1s never-
theless a composer|

The healer may find a cure, and some have actually
done this mending of the body-—just as Christ did If Christ
had been educated He could have done even more
wonderful things

With a thorough understanding of a subject man can
Imk up with a source of thought, which can operate

ositively through him, and reflect the wonders yet to come,
%)rom the Generator of All Wisdom—the Psychic Force of
Progress and Goodwill!

Christ told us that we could do greater things than He
did—so why not t1y? He would not have put this thought
to us 1f 1t were not true! None of us Christrans should dare
to question anything which our Leader, Christ, taught, for
He was Truth, and reflecting God’s will through His
mediumship—just as other great leaders of Spiritual
Thought try to make men recognize the power of the
Psychic-Forces for the benefit of mankind

We are all subject to be ruled by outer-forces, which
claim us for Good or Evil durmng our sojourn here, and in
the hereafter If people would mould their thoughts on the
knowledge of this principle, the world would surely develop
mnto a reflection of Heaven

It seems futile to me for people to waste good time
trymg to prove that “Most things relating to Spiritual
Thought are not true, and non-existent!” Of course,
prophets of the past—Christ, Socrates, Galileo—have been
tortured for being truthful, and it has now been proved,
that all were absolutely true in their decision to tell the
world of the great things to be found m the universe,
by tapping the Unseen-Psychic-Foice, which gives freely
to man the revelation and great fortification of courage, to
march on, and to discover! Discover!! Discover!!!
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We are all manilesting in various degrees of mind-
consciousness Some on a high rate of radiation—others
very slow, and unable to find an ordered way of expression

Good purpose is something which is part of the
Thought-force Valuable to us all, as all things of virtue are
valuable to the soul of man, and are part of the “Spiritual-
Law-Of-Construction-For-Good-Purpose”

We can all shine in this life, according to “our-own-
lights”, which aie of great value, however large or small,
provided that we brazen our torches with “Right Think-
1ng”, “Goodwill towards men”, and “Obedience To The
Spirttual Law” Nothing else matters, lor if we all resolve
to unite m a mass thought of consideration [o1 one and all,
we shall be finding and collecting the “Brotherhood-Of-
Man” which must be manifested n great strength to ensure
a lasting and general peace in this now harassed old planet
of ours!

Whatever I may be inspired to write 1n prose or poetry
forms, I claim that I receive the thoughts Lo enable me to
express them from an Unseen-Psychic-Force I am most
grateful for this gift, and I feel that there are thousands
of people who could find wonderful insprration for their
vartous desires, il they too would search and find the truth
of “Right Thinking”—this bemng the key to find bliss
unknown before, and the door will be opened for furthe:
proof, and discovery of the Eternal-Psychic-Thought-Force,
which has been pulsating before the beginning of every-
thing, on both Heaven and Earth

I know that this 1s all tiue, and have proved 1L to myself
Whether others accept it, 1s not my business My purpose
is to tell the world the Truth of an Eternal-ego, and also
the science of the thoughtrays or waves, which influence
us all for Good or Evil

Just as a Doctor might tell a patient what to do, to
regain health or keep healthy, so do I tell my fellow-beings
of a way to regenerate, or keep their Spiritual-thought-
energy 1n good health]

Anything which 13 creating harmony and Goodwill 1s
of course “In tune with The-Perfect-Mind-God” Anything
which 1s destroying Good purpose, 1s Evil, and part of vile-
thought-rays, which may be described as fiom “The Spheres
of Hell-Mind”

No one can deny that thought is the ongin of every-
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so I hope my readers will enjoy my “Trip-To-The-
-Power”, 1 company with my Spirit-thought rays,
at they will perhaps consider my findings, and seek
ve through a sumilar journey, that ‘“The Psychic
’ 15 1eal, and will give them comlort and courage Lo
1ers of what they have found, in thewr search, and
1d the clarion-call to all and sundry, ta “seek and

ave Just been impressed in my mund, that I should
brief outline of my experiences in relation to public-
m mediums, and those of the private-world mediums,
1e Spiritual desne to contact the unseen forces, and
many foims of phenomena
ave had remarhable evidence of survival, and also
es relating Lo personal matters {iom the platform-
ms I have sat m circle in my own home, and 1ecerved
es ol significance {rom piivate mediumship, done
y tor the service of the Spirit Forces, with no desire
y gain I have expeizence of phenomena which were
wudulent, but very distasteful to me personally, and
opinion, not suitable {01 anyone, especially a weak
Tor one has to put up a strong baiier of resistance
thing of a vicious nature, whether in this material
or [rom the Mind-pulsations of Evil design I pitied
ediums who weie so constructed only to be able to
t warped-thoughts-ol-past-entities
1ave often told peisous of this particular reflection
Unscen to change their wave-lengths, and connect
Tigher-Spheres of thought, and then they will pro-
nd perhaps be the means of persuading, unwittingly,
»or wandering souls 1n the Etheric, to seek for the
‘al spheres, and so {md a way (o 1elheve themselves
discordant Evil rays which are tormenting them
.ere 1s undoubtedly an antidote for everything on this
which 1s a menace to mankind The antidote for
r Thinking, 1s Right Thinking, and it should be
bered, that thas 1s an absolutely unassailable
ent
uth cannot be made a lie, any more than a lie can
ide Truth Truth conquers eventually, as we have
1 by the past sages, who have prophesied many things,
were at the time 1egaided as abswmd and lantastic
z amxe inclined to beleve lies, mn front of Truth!
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Those who have found Truth, must not be downhearted,
because others may doubt Those who doubt are absolutely
losers, for they are missing something others have found
to be a force of inspiration and guidance through hite Just
as haters suffer tremendously, so do wrong-thinkers, for
everything that brings misery and despair, 1s the 1esult of
breaking a law of Perfect Mind

Now I am getting to the end of my word-limit, so will
soon have to close, but before I do so, I would just like to
tell everyone how very glad I have been to be able to write
this small articdde I know that it was not by chance that
I was mvited to become a member of this particular panel
It was no doubt pre-arranged from a Psychic-Sphere, some-
thing which desired to use me as a Herald, to emblazon
the Truth, and st1ll continue as a searcher, as long as I am
desired to be the recetver of Truth, from the Unseen Power
of The Sput

STOP PRESS

I have just received a message for all of us—so I am
going to give 1t to the world, some may receive it with joy,
others may reject 1t, but 1t 15 a message, and must be given
“THINK ON TODAY, THINK ON TOMORROW, TIINK RIGHT ALL
THE TIME, AND VICTORY OVER EVIL WILL BE THE CERTAIN
RESULT "
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LAURENCE ] BENDIT, MA, MD

I nave for a long time been mterested 1n psychical research
(or, as 1t 15 called nowadays, Parapsychology), although I
have never been a Spiritualist

Psychical researcllji and Spiritualism are not to be
confused Psychical research 15 a scientific approach to the
less-well-known powers ol the psyche, that 15, the soul or
mind, and only concerns itself with ghosts and wvisitations
m so far as they are considered as matters for study and
careful mvestigation It also studies the psychic capacities
of people, that 1s, those of perception otherwise than by
the five physical senses (clairvoyance, telepathy, and so on):
capacities now scienuifically called those of extra-sensory
perception (esp, for short), and the power of the human
mind to affect physical objects direcily, without the use
of the nerves and muscles These last are labelled psycho-
kinesis, or, m shortened form, pk

Both these orders of mental activaty are, together, called
Py, which 1s looked upon as one of the faculties of the
mind Mozeover, in order to understand ps: phenomena,
mvestigators realize that there 1s a great deal to be gamned
from a sound knowledge of up-to-date psychology, so that
the successful psychical researcher needs also to be a serious
student of psychology, and especially perhaps of the
analytical side of this subject

Further, psychical research has nothing to do with
rehigion ot the study ol the Pneuma or spirit, but many
workers are coming to the pomnt where they 1ealize
that, unless there 1s something which can be equated with
Spirit and which 1s not the same thing as mind, psyche, or
soul, many thmgs remamn umntelligible

It 1s worth making the contrast between Parapsychology
and Spiritualism because the latter 15, 1n effect, a religious
cult, centiing largely round people called mediums, who
are thought to be especially chosen and endowed with
exceptional gifts It1s claimed for and by them that, using
psi, whether as csp or pk, they put living people 1n
touch with their dead and give them messages from them
These, because they come from “the Other Side”, are by
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that very fact deemed to be of almost holy origin and have
to be treated with great respect, no matter how trivial
and even utterly nonsensical they may be

Some mediums, as 1s well known, work 1n a state called
trance, and 1n this state they axe believed to be taken over
by therr “guide”, who mvariably implies that he 1s some-
body of exalted nature, using a specially privileged human
being 1 order to convey spiritual teaching to a group of
the elect among men This in utsell 1s suspicious Tiue
spirituality 1s always humble with a genume and not a
mock hunulity, and clains nothing for itsell. Nor do
spiritual teacheis flatter their disciples any more than they
would humiliate and discourage them

Sometimes the medium 1s supposed to be controlled 1n
such a way that the guide, or the other dead people whom
he ushers m to the medium'’s body, speaks 1n his own voice
(etther using the medium’s own vocal organs, or else
through a metal megaphone) so that those present can
recognize that voice. Sometimes, also, the medmums are
supposed to produce physical phenomena, moving objects
about the room, producing materialized forms of the dead,
and so on, without their using their own bodies to do so

OF these three types of medium we had examples during
our mvestigation Of the first I can say categorically that
m my opimion not one produced any evidence at all of
there being any discainate “spirit” (soul would be the
correct word) piesent; or controlling them

The second was equally unconvincing, and despite the
opmion of one 01 two of those present, that at one moment
the voice of the “spirit” came through the trumpet and not
from the medium, I myself heard nothing which could not
have been spoken by the medium himself

As to the third, I have little doubt that there have 1n
the past been rare occasions when genume physical
phenomena have taken place under test conditions, but the
demonstrations we were given showed only too blatantly
the very fleshy mechanism by which they were brought
about

My wife, incidentally, who has sat in hundreds of
seances, has only a very few times seen genuine physical
phenomena, and these only on a small scale She has seen
many cases of both conscious frand and unconscious make-
believe
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The most satisfactory sittings we had were with those
mediums who did not go into trance, but were said to be
demonstrating clairvoyance or “psychometry” in the waking
state, and this satisfaction was only 1elative, owing to the
shetchy and erratsc way m which they worked. Not m a
stngle instance, whether with them or any of the otheis, was
there anylhing which ordinary telepathy would not explamn

For, the medium might say, “There 15 a spirit . and
then describes somebody recognizable as (let us say) the
dead husband of one of the sitters But the probability
1s much less that the actual dead person 15 present
than that the medmum has picked out of the mind
of the widow the memory picture of her husband’s
appearance, mannerisms, and so on The fact must always
be remembered that if one has once seen something or some-
body, that memory remains indelibly printed on the mind,
and “forgetting” stmply means that the memory is not, [or
the time being, in the field of viston It 1s not deleted.

Moreover, it seems that, 1n many cases, 1t 1s easler for
the medmim to tap the things of which a person 1s not
consciously thinking, at a given time, than those on which
he may be concentrating

These things make the critical and objective mind ask,
how much of the claims of Spuitualism 1s valid? Does 1t
appeal solely to the umintelligent? Or 15 there something
more behind 1t—enough, 1n fact, to have caught the interest
of at any rate a number ol people who, m their oidinary
sphete of life, have proved themselves to be both competent
judges and anything but fools?

To answel this we have to look at the begiunings of the
movement, when 1t arose as a salutary counterblast to the
deadness of mineteenth-century mateiialism, both n science
and what passed for religion

It expressed an urge to try to find out something more
about the mysteries of hife, of birth and death, than this
science on the one hand would allow On the other, the
mechanistic 1dea of religion and salvation was felt not to
ring true or to offer a valid answer to the discoveries of
science,

As such, Spiritualism began as a healthy movement But
it naturally lent 1tself to something more than an unbiased
scientific approach, since 1t seemed Lo offer those 1n a state
of emotional distmbance from the loss of 1elatives or
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triends, a promuse of comfoirt Since those early days, much
of the scientific side has become obscured, and nowadays the
genuine inquirer who may want to ask pertinent questions
finds himself rebuked 1n no uncertain terms by the alleged
guides or controls, and 1s told that his very scepticism
prevents him from finding things out This, in reality,
means not only that the clear-cut mund 1s too positive to
create the emotional atmosphere 1n which the medium feels
at ease, but suggests that he must first believe i what the
medium 15 going to say, and only then can he be shown
what 15 worth while 1n other words, conversion must
precede the finding of grounds for belief

The difficulties are obvious Yet, while 1t 1s undoubtedly
true that certain types of mind are calculated to destroy or
prevent anything constructive {rom making itself manifest,
1t 1s equally certain that there a1e other people whose clarity
of thought 1s 1n no sense biased against the mediuum and
which therelore cannot be validly held to be an obstacle to
that medium producing his wares Yet cven this type of
“open” scepticism proves too much for Spiritualistic circles
to absorb

It may be added in parenthesis that the suggestion
18 likely to be made that it was the disbelief of some
members of our Panel which prevented us all from getting
satisfactory results This does not hold water There are
mnunerable reports of seances held under what are
supposed to be 1deal conditions, yet none of these contamns
anything particulaily edifying, and indeed all seem
monotonously alitke, and 1n most ways to be on exactly the
same level as what we ourselves have seen

In short, from the first and truth-seeking phase, the
movement has become largely one of seeking emotional
satisfaction, Has developed into a cult Why then do so
many intelligent people believe 1n 1t? The answer seems to
be that a man can perhaps be a scientific or an objective
judge only when his emotions and personal life are not
touched The moment they ate, he falls a victum o wishful
thinking and tends to lose his ciitical faculties This 1s
patent m a good many cases, where the mvestigations of
people considered to be of high standing m the scientific
world, {fa1] to maintain those standards the moment they
take up with matters of psychical research For psychical
research, like Spiritualism, touches people very mntimately
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It concerns 1tself, not only with powers of extended per-
ception, but also with such things as the survival of man
after death, and similar problems, which, to many people,
are a souice of worry and anxiety even if they do not admit
it to themselves And when 1t comes to trying to make
contact with some loved person who has died, the
emotional side tends to be so strong as to unbalance even
the most sober judge One need scaxcely add that, for one
person of clear saientific mund in the Spiritualist movement,
there are scores who are not tiamed to be objective, and
others who feel that objectivity in such matters is woise
than wuseless 1t 1s actually wicked and practically
blasphemous

In short, Spiritualism 1s not a thing which stands up
to wnvestigation To believe 1n 1t, one has first to want to
believe and then to refuse to allow oneself to be crilical
when one 15 1n the movement This may seem at first sight
harmless enough, but 1f one looks a little more deeply one
has to see that 1t 15 not so mnnocent a thing as one thinks

The encouragement of credulity does nobody any good,
1t 15 as bad, or worse, than encouragmg cynicism and total
unbehief worse 1 that when one 1s totally unbelieving,
one 1s pulling all the time agamst a natural and healthy
urge to find some kind of constructive philosophy of life
which, sooner or later, may carry the unbeliever mto a
healthier frame of mind If one 15 credulous, nothing short
ol some severe and probably highly painful shock will get
one out of the slough of emotionalism, and then, perhaps
by reaction, the one who hitherto believed too much finds
himself disillusioned and naked, and unable agamn to find
any foothold from which to look positively at life

Thus applies, of course, to other creeds than Spiritualism,
m which the adherents are not allowed to use their
mtelligence or make their own valuation of things

That, 1n my opinion, 1s one aspect of the damage which
Spiritualism can do There 1s another, which 1s that while
1t encourages the negative attitude of the rank and file, and
tends to make them complacent because of the flattery
which the medium gives them, it encourages the medim to
be dishonest I say this in the full knowledge that most
mediums are people who are anmmated by the highest
principles of imntegrnity, and who genuinely try to give out
nothing but the truth Moreover, as people, they are for the
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most part very pleasant and nice and very few succumb to
deliberate fraud, but if they do it 1s because they have given
way to the temptation which 1s always before the medium
and which, fortunately, most of them resist successfully.

It must be realized, too, that the medium 1s judged by
what he produces: the more starthing this 1s, the better the
medium is judged to be Thus, if trumpets float about the
room, if objects are moved, the medium 1s thought much
of If he can produce anything which shows even a small
degree of “psychic” power, then this, too, 1s something
worth while in the eyes of the farthful

There are, however, many mediums whose power 1s
extremely mediocie 1f its exists at all, or 1t is so erratic and
uncertamn that, in oider to give good value, something else
has to be done Consequently it 15 of great assistance if the
guide is a person who can speak with authority, and many
mediums have such guides Sometimes directly, sometimes
by broad hints, they tell one how wise and important they
are, strongly suggesting that the highly platitudinous moral
talks which they give are derived from higher spiritual
spheres

Another line of approach 1s where the gmide talks of
Great Things (the capitals a1e implied) which are to happen
in the future, and 1n which the medium and the crcle
around hum are to have a special part

Yet another is where the guide tells graphic stories about
Atlantis or about ancient history, as if he himself belonged
to 1t and had seen these things with his own eyes The guide
who told us that he had been a fisherman in Galilee and
had seen and spoken often with Jesus was a case mn pont-
his 1dentity was scarcely concealed behind his pseudonym,
and he combined claims for himself with a suggestion that
his circle, too, consisted of people comparable to the
Apostles of old, and so were worthy recipients of great
truth In this way a sirong assertion of the guide's
mportance was coupled with flattery to those present,
making a highly palatable mixture to those ready to recerve
it Yet, when one examined the contents of the sermon there
was nothing 1n it which one had not already heard a
hundred umes, and when the guide was challenged on
historical matters, he fell down rather badly

Another thing which 15 very noticeable 1n some cases
15 the skill with which a clairvoyant will extract information
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from the peison he 1s addiessing he often makes a state-
ment which that person will either accept or deny, and in
erther case helps to build up the pictuze which the medum
wants And i the medium does not get enough, he 1s often
very skilled 1 dropping that particular person and passing
on to the next, excusing himself more or less by giving 1t to
be understood that the “spirit” he 1s describing has gone,
or has not the “power to get thiough”, or that somebody
else has inteniupted the proceedings

This 1s not deliberate [raud, but is an instinctive and,
I am sule, quite unconscious means of supplementing the
small degree ol clairvoyant or telepathic power which he
can teally control and use

It amounts to this the mediom depends for hus
position, and sometimes for Ius livelthood, on being able
to make a show Few people will easily 1elinquish a position
of emimence, even 1 a small encle, while one who depends
on his medimumship for money must be faced with real
anxtety 1f hie should begin to doubt his abilities or fear that
he will no Jonger mmpress So he tends to indulge n
unconscious wishful thinking and 1n some cases crosses the
border from this into deliberate and thought-out {raud

Apart from all this theie 15, for the medium, a serious
problem concexning his own mental health It 1s now fairly
widely accepted that esp at any iate m the form of
telepathy 15 a natural and normal endowment of the animal
kingdom this was clearly stated once more m no less a
gathering than the British Association meeting in 1949 It
18, however, completely unconscious and uncontrolled, and
regulates nstinctive patlerns

The role mankind has to play in the great evolutionary
pattern can be summed up as developmg conscitous control
and self-direction, not only of the world outside himself, but
also of all the powers both active and latent in himself
Pst 15 one of these

Many mediums, if they should show any such powes,
however, tell one that they have no control over 1t they
have to wait for a mysterious force they call “the power”
to flow, before it comes mto play. More than that, they try
to develop 1t by putting themselves and the control of thewr
nunds aside, so that 1t works only 1n an automatic {ashion
In short, they Ly to pul the clock back They ale working
agamnst the evolutionary stiteam and glory in domng sol
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It 1s not to be wondered that therc are so many disasters
both m physical and mental health among mediums—aq
every practising psychiatrist knows only too well

In reviewing the course of our mvestigation, I must not
altogether omit to mention the mediums who professed tg
heal, There 1s 2 great deal which might be said about non.
medical methods of healing, and especially about the
difference between (rue “spuitual” healng and “spin
healing” such as 1s practised by mediums, but 1t would take
too much space

I wish that I could, 1n this connection, be less negative
than I have felt 1t necessary to be about the rest But,
nerther during the present investigation, nor at any lime,
have I yet seen a case where I was satsfied either that the
diagnosts was correct or the tieatment anything which could
not be accounted for without having recourse to the 1dea
of “spirit” help I have, moreover, asked several of m
colleagues for then views, and they have been just as
disappointed.

Naturally, the believer will blame this on the con
servatism of the professton, but I am afraid this will not
do among forty thousand doctors there should be at least
a few who would face the truth, if truth there were On
the contrary, one fails every tume to get concrete evidence
of cure, and usually also of diagnosis It 1s striking that
not once 1 the course ol many articles in newspapers
and elsewhere, where miracles are claimed, 1s there ever a
doctor who speaks 1n favour the diagnosis 1s made or
confirmed by non-medical people or nuises, physiotherapists,
and the like, who are not competent to do so

The reverse side of the glowing picture presented by
the enthusiast, however, 15 that many people who have
trusted the socalled “spirit doctor” and his medium, have
{ound themselves 1n very serious trouble which could have
been avoided by the use of a little common-sense and a
minor operation or a little medicine

My report, so far, 1s negative and hence no doubt rather
depressing to some readers Many people are seriously con
cerned to find a true philosophy of life and an answer to
1ts moie sertous problems which will help them to under-
stand what 1t 15 all about I am convinced that this 1s not to
be found mn the modern Spiritualist movement they may
find emotional comfort there, and thewr doubts may be
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diugged by 1t just as other people drug themselves out of
their sorrows with alcohol

They will not find tiuth, however, since tiuth 1s often
anything but comfortable, m that 1t destroys one’s self-
satislaction and one’s illusions But 1t does not mean that
the whole thing can be dismissed with an airy wave of the
hand, u[ only because it 1s through Spiritualism that many
materialists get thewr first touch with a wider view-pomnt
But this 1s only a first step, and the piogressive mind soon
finds that he has to go a long way fuither to find a
less sensational but more rational philosophy——such a
philosophy as that so biullantly expounded by Aldous
Huxley m lus book, The Perennial Philosophy

Despite the failure of mediums to convince one of their
poweis, and despite the sketchiness ol their knowledge of
things super-physical, 1t 1s st1ll on the cards that the dead
do mdeed survive alter thewr body 1s discarded But, if so,
in what form? And what pait of them?

These are problems which aie indeed serious enough,
and otthodox 1ieligion does not usually provide any
suggestion which 15 mote satisfactory than that of
Spuirtualism  Nevertheless, il one delves deep enough nto
the univeisal tenets of the perennial philosophy whach lies
at the root of all rehigious thought, we find some pretty clear
distinclions, for instance between soul and sprit, and the
assettion 1s made that 1t 1s only spirit which 1s eternal, soul
being relatrvely temporal and therefore mostal,

How 1s one to find out? Only by developing one's own
awareness, and this both m the durection of oneself, by
leaining to know onesell through and through, and in the
other, by becoming ncreasingly perceptive of things around
one To do this means, not sell-mdulgence and emotional
orgies, but, on the contrary, vigorous self-discipline at all
levels, physical and mental There 1s no other way

If one 1s sertous and determined, one will gradually
find that something grows out from inside oneself which
gives one all the certainty needed Moreover, 1n the course
of one’s work one 1s likely to find that perceptivity increases
and that one becomes aware of things beyond the merely

hysical appearance, and mn a way which gives a deeper and
fuller understanding than 1s recerved from merely physical
data

One may not see amas 01 psychic visions, although
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one is, in fact, becoming psychic® but psychic m a con-
trolled and clear-cut way such as no amount of med1umsh1p
will ever give

There 1s no question of having to wait for “‘the power”
to enable one to make a psychic assessment (which, m any
case, 1s probably distorted or totally mistaken), but one has
now a faculty which is an asset, 1n just the same way as 15 a
clear-cut power to think

I have aheady suggested that science knows that
“psychism” 1s a fact In laboratory experiments it 1s found
that the best results are obtained when the subject 1s alert
and fiesh* that anything which diminishes that alertness,
such as fatigue, illness, strain, boredom, drugs, leads to
maccuracy Mediumship comes 1nto the category of these
things because 1t 1nvolves a relaxation and relinquishing
of conscious control

But another thing 1s quite clear, which 15 that the person
who tries to cultivate psychic perceptivity as an end 1 itsell
gets nowhere—except perhaps into serious difficulties That
15 why the practices of the kind of yoga which works
thiough body posture, breathing, and so on, aie dangerous

There 1s only one way which 1s truly satisfactory and
eflective, and that 15 to be animated, not by a wish fo
excatement and phenomena but by a sincere and detet-
mined will to find truth at all costs For this means that one
1s searching for true spiritual vision, and the man who 15
ammated by the deswre for this will mevitably find 1t if he
does not allow himself (o be snared by the many delusions
which seem at fist sight to be so tempting and to promise
so much

There 15 a vast difference between Dead Sea fruit and the
Golden Apples of the Hesperides
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MRS CHARLOTTE HALDANE

I HAVE met few men, and no women, who at some time o1
another have not been nterested in magic, witchcraft,
fortune-telling, and kindred arts The vast majority of
human bemgs are sull superstitious Most people are
fasanated and tenified by these activities; and my
experience has shown that those who scoff loudest at
mention of any of these subjects are easiest to mpress by a
successful practical demonstration

My interest m paranormal phenomena and my own
CcXperiments In extra-sensory perception arose almost by
accident In connection with a novel I wrote some years
ago, I wanted to know what 1t felt like to discover certain
events or happenings or things about people without using
the normal methods for doing so By normal, I mean the
five senses by which we ordinarily apprehend and com-
municate with our world These are, of course, seeing,
hearing, touching, smelling, and tasting But tor the
purpose of communication 1n the ordinary way with oux
fellow-creatures speech 1s even more mmportant than these

I planned to write a novel based on the story of the
tairy Melusine, who was said to have changed nto a
serpent every Saturday might, and who was a great and
famous sorceress

Now 1t 15 a fact that an author cannot “realize” a
character m fiction unless he or she “gets under the skin”
of that mmagmary person I decded that to realize
Melusine, reflection and umagination were insufficient, I
wanted to know what 1t felt like to be a practising sorceress,
to experience the emotions of such a person, to observe the
effects on myself and others to be obtained by the practice
of magic

This was not sumple

Going to fortune-tellers, for example, and having my
fortune told, would be useless, I must be the acuve agent
in the matter The only adequate method would seem to
be to fall back on the single talent of that kind I mught
possibly possess, i e the ability to divine by cards

I purchased a pack of cards commonly used by [ortune-
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tellers and sat down io 1ead them Butl they gave me no
information at all It became clear to me that tlhis wag
probably due to the fact that I was trying too hard, that
my conscious mind was too much mvolved to allow the
necessary amount of mental relaxation to achieve success

This leads me to an important principle of the manner
m which exhasensory peiception works This 15 not by
conscious concentiation but exactly by 1ts opposite, not
by holding on to thought more tightly than we normally
do, but by letting go It 1s an elementary fact that all para-
normal phenomena occur 1n this way Clanvoyants,
including Spiitualistic mediums, when they go 1nto trance,
as 1t 15 called, aie creating by auto-suggestion or self-
hypnotism a condition m which they more or less put then
conscious minds to sleep And only when that has been
achieved can their subconscious minds function along
patanoumal lines

I deaded, theiefore, that I would invent for mysell a
stmilar technique by attempting to find out something
about a person whom I had never met, seen or spoken to
and probably never would I asked various friends to
co-operate with me m these experiments, by thinking of
someone known to them but not to me And very soon we
began to get results

The technique had worked as a method {or enabling me
to wdentily myself, subjectively, with Melusine My book
progressed satisfactonly But the divinations became an end
in themselves, the pursuit of knowledge, or, rather, of a new
form of knowledge, for which, as yet, I had found no name

We worked out a system for recording and checking my
1esults As I told the cards, my statements were taken down
by a third person, they were afterwards read (o the tele-
pathic contact between me and my unknown subject, and
checked by the thinker, since I, obviously, could not know
whether my information was correct or incouect The
method of checking was a primitive rough-and-ready one*
a plus sign for a coriect statement, a minus sign for an
mcotrrect one

Before we consider what, as 1t were, was going on to
enable me to produce these divinations, 1t 1s necessary to
emphasize two poinis First of all, mn all these experiments
the ratio of successful to unsuccessful divinations was 1n
the region of fifty-one to foity-nine, that 1s to say, nearly
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half my predictions weic wrong I suspect that fortune-
tellers and their clients invariably forget almost at once
the prophccies that do not get fulfilled In my own case,
the use of the Tarot cards was sumply a method of enabling
my conscious mind to 1nvestigate the whole field, and I
was just as interested mn my fatlures as 1n my successes

The second point was that it happened on seveial
occasions thal the friend with whom I was experimenting
could not confirm one of my statements about the unknown
person whose case I was describing I asked myself 1n some
amazement how could it be possible to Anow things, mn
this particular way, sometimes quite secret and intimate
things, about someone I had never set eyes on

I have made between fitty and sixty such eaperiments,
ol which I have written 1ecords Perhaps 1t would be as well
to make 1t quile cleay at this pomnt that the imvestigation
was catvied on purely as a hobby and not for any financaal
1eason, as I have never been, nor do I intend to become, a
prolessional foilune-teller

One of my collaborators 1n these expetiments i 1434
was John Morris, a fiiend who returned to India in the
summer of that year to prepare for his paiticipation 1 the
third Mount Everest Expedition, in 1936 Whilst he was
on this expedition, I had a remarkable dieam in which I
divined the fact that the letters being sent to theu relatives
m England by the members of the expedition weie stolen

As a result of this dream, on the {ollowing day I did a
divination, wrote and sent a detailed account of both to
John Morrs, who at that time was, of course, sull a
member of the expedition In the followmg summer a
report appeared i the Piess stating that when the membeis
of the expedition had retuined to their base they discovered
that a large number of thewr letters to England had been
stolen by the postmaster at Gangtok I have given a full
and detailed account of this story in my aulobiography
Truth Whill Out

Now, here 1s an example of another kind In this
mnstance, a woman friend of mine, whose maitials are E 1.,
was collaborating with me In the course of telling her
about the friend of whom she was thunking, I said that
when this friend was a small child she had had “a great
attachment to a particula1 toy, I think a woolly animmal or
soft, not hard, doll”
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This statement could not be checked at the time by
E. L, who had not known this friend until they were
both grown up So I asked her if she could find out from
her friend whether theie was any truth 1n 1t or not She did
so and came back with the following story. As a child her
friend had been an winfant musical prodigy At the age of
four or theieabouts, she had gone in for and passed a
musical examination. Her father had thereupon asked her
to say what she would like for a reward She had chosen a
small green woolly teddybear, which she had secn and
coveted 1 a shop window for the past three months When
E L asked her about 1t, she took her straight to a cabmel
wheie she still kept this toy and showed 1t to her

What, then, goes on? What 1s the probable explanatton,
a puiely rattonal intellectual explanation? In his book
The Yogi and the Commussar, the distinguished author
Arthur Koestler quotes one of the most emunent Cam-
biidge mathemaliaans, Piofesson Dirac, as follows “All
phenomena i space and time arise from a substratum
which 15 not mn space and tme and entirely beyond
measurable grasp” But the average person still thinks of
Time rather as a setzes of three little boxes, labelled
“Past”, “Present”, and ‘“Future” with no connection
between them If one holds such a crudely simple picture
of Tume, then it certainly seems very myslertous that one
should be able to know the future as well as the past and
the present But modern mathematics, astronomy, and
astro-physics all tend to show that space-lime 15, 1n fact,
much mote like (he definiion given by Professor
Dnac

But even 1f this definition 1s accepted, that does not, of
course, explamn how any mdividual human mind can, as it
were, tap or get into touch with other minds or even
1solated events m thus particular dimension Now, as I
suggested bhefore, these results are not, as a rule, achieved
by the conscious mind, but by a pait of the human mind
which 1s normally buried below the threshold of conscious-
ness and which psychologusts call the subconscious mind

A great number of investigations into the workings of
the subconscious mind have shown that it behaves 1n many
ways quite differently from the conscious mind Fo
example, when John Smath thinks of himself consciously as
John Smith his conscious mind 1s forming 2 mental picture
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of a very definite person—himself—quite unique and
absolutely different from any other person, mcluding all
the other John Smiths Nevertheless, John Smith’s sub-
conscious mind 1s, 1 fact, only one hitle bit of a general
human subconscioushess which we all share, some sub-
stiatum where the knowledge of all minds 1s available to
those who have the technique for, as 1t weie, tapping 1t—
that 1s for erther becoming aware of or taking part in paia-
normal manifestations

I think 1t would facilitate the understanding of this
particular quality of the subconscious mind to compare
1t to a different kind of mental activity about whose origins
we also know very little

Take, for example, musical talent Here also theie are
all degrees, from the raw amateur who can drum out a
simple tune with one finger, to the professional who
achteves fame and fortune and to whom technical diffi-
culties have almost ceased to exist The degree of success
to be attamned by a pianist, say, will depend first of all on
the degree of the natural gift with which the aspirant
starts, and secondly on practice The same may be tiue of
the gift of divination

There ate sull a vast number of people who do not
believe 1n what 1s commonly called (elepathy or dlair-
voyance But the thousands of experiments made, both by
the Society for Psychical Research—a strictly scientific
body—and such distinguished researchers in this field as
Professor ] B Rhine and the mathematician Dr Soal, have
already proved the existence of these phenomena up to
the hilt So far as I am concerned, my own expertence has
confirmed all their results over and over again And I agree
with Professor Rhine that there are probably millions of
people 1n the woild today who could make stmilar experi-
ments and discoveries m this field with equal success

The one thing that seems probable to me, as far as
my personal experience has gone, is that there 1s no need
to assume the mtervention of any supernatural forces or
beings 1n orders to explain either telepathy, clairvoyance,
or other means of paranormal communication

However, there are a great number of people who
require to satisly some emotional longing or calm some
fear or sorrow by making some such assumption I do not
for one moment question either the honesty or the sincerity
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of those who believe in Spiritualism, the supernatural, or
the possibility of communicating with the dead with the
help of mediums, men or women, who use therr paranoimal
gifts 1 this particular way.

When I was recently invited to join a committee foimed
to attend sittings with various mediums, I had had no
pievious expertence of Spimtualism My mind was com-
pletely open on the matter I thought my previous exper:-
ments in telepathy and clairvoyance might assist me to
assess the qualities of mediumship from a strictly intel-
lectual and non-emotional angle and this was, to some
extent, the case And I was very imnterested indeed when, at
one of the sittngs, a remarkable mstance of telepathy
involved me personally

The medium 1 question was a lady whose speciality
was, she told us, psychometry This 1s another technique
for achieving telepathic contact with someone not present
physically It consists of giving the psychometrist an object
to hold, such as a ring, a fountain-pen, a cigaretle-case, or
some stmilar aiticle, and from which to glean mnformation
abounl someone who has been in contact with it previously.

When the sitting began, the medium was handed a
wristwatch by one of those present, not by me She held
this mn her hand and began to describe the impressions 1t
conveyed to her Suddenly, she said “I am getting a

name it’s the name of Morris not the Christian
name the suiname—and now another name yes,
I have 1L John Morris”

Now this did not convey apparently anything ol
interest to the other members of the audience except to
myself, for John Morris was, as I have related, the fiiend
with whom I conducted a long series of telepathic exper:-
ments 1m 1935

I am glad to say that he has not “passed over”, but 1s
still very much alive On the occasion when this sitting
occuired, Mr Moiris was hohidaymng n Italy Nor was he
at that moment i my conscious thoughts Theie 1s no
doubt, however, that subconsctously I connected him with
such experiments, and that what had happened was that
my subconscious mind had transmitted his name to that
ol the medium

An even more interesting event occuired at the same
seance I had taken along with me a ring 1 had borrowed
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from a woman friend It was a ring I had often seen her
weaiing, but I had absolutely no knowledge of 1ts previous
history The medium took this ring in her hand and then
described a sensation she was feeling as 1f she had heen
dealt a tenific blow on the side of her temple. This
experience, she said, came from a gentleman on the other
side who had met with some tragic accident

When, a day or two later, I returned the 1ing to 1ts
owner and repeated the medium’s statement to her—which
at the tume I had, of course, been quite unable to check—
my friend told me that the ring had been given to her by
someone who had met with a similar acadent It happened
that the donor had been a woman, not a man Nevertheless,
this did seem Lo me a strtking mstance of telepathic contact
in which I had been acting as a link 10 a chain which could
be described roughly as follows the donor of the ring—
the friend who had lent 1t to me—myself—and the clair-
voyant Bul here agamn, thts remarkably successful
divination could, 1t scemed to me, be explamned along
perfectly rational lines

On one other occasion, a medium told me some facts
about my own family background which were strikingly
accurate The lady in question claimed that these facts were
being communicated to her by the spirit of my mother, who
did, n fact, die some years ago

Her statements were detailed, her estimation of my
character was acute, and some of her observations, for
example, with regaid to my work, were extremely shrewd

However, at no time during the seance did I have the
impresston that the spirit of my mother was present The
medium had told me nothing either about myself, my
family, my background or my work, that 1t would not have
heen possible for her to ascertain by telepathic contact
with my own subconscious, especiaily as I was keenly
interested m and nnpressed by her statements and was
deliberately putting myself into a passive and receptive
condition mentally to make things as easy for her as I
could

She made only one definite statement which could not
possibly have been communicated to her mind by mme
This was to the efiect that my mother wished to remind me
of a certamn date, the 12th of September. I had found her
technique so impresstve that, had I been able to ascertain
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that this date bore any relationship to any given event 1n
the Irves either of my mother or myself, I would have been
prepated to go a long way 1n assumuing that the medium
was acting as a link between us

On ietmnining home, I immediately reported all the
details of this seance, whilst they wee still fresh 1
my mund, to my sister We went into the matter very
thoioughly indeed, checking both from personal recol-
lecion and famuly documents the dates of all the
umportant events 1n our parents’ lives, their birthdays, the
dates of their marriage, their deaths, and those of any othey
outstanding farmily events we could recall But we com-
pletely failed to find any 1ecord that appeared to be
remotely connected with 1zth September And so once
again I was compelled to conclude that this demonstiation,
although very remarkable, was stmply another case of non
supernatural paranormal cogrnition

In this humble contitbution to the subject under dis
cusston, I have deliberately resttained mysell to describing
only my personal experiences with 1egard to paranoimal
phenomena and the conclusions I have drawn from them

With regamid to the very controveisial subject of
Spiritualism, my personal knowledge, as I have quite
frankly stated, 1s extremely Limited, nor do I propose to
extend 1t much further There are obviously only two
possible approaches to the subject The first 1s the objective,
cool, ntellectual approach of the scientific investigator
This, today, 1s being applied on a very big scale by such
bodies as The Society for Psychical Research Its members
have al their disposal the necessary training, medical and
psychological, the necessary appatatus, and the experience
required for such an investigation I have not, and even
had I these essential prerequisites for such work, I would
have neither the letsure nor the inclination to devote myself
to 1t

The second method of approach 15 the subjective,
emotional one. Thousands who have suffered grief
and beieavement through the loss of loved ones have
undoubtedly found great consolation in Spiritualism But
this 15 a temperamental matter

While 1t would be most unbecoming to deny to others
the 11ght to seek and hnd such consolation, for myself I
feel no necessity for 1t This 13 not because I have not
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myself suffered grief or bereavement But my tentative
expermments 1n and study of paranormal phenomena have
revealed to me the great dangers attached to wishful
thinking And no emotional satisfaction or consolation
would outweigh for me the reluctance to become the victim
of my own wishful thinking, auto-suggestion or self-
deception

I believe that a certain amount of suffering 1s necessary
for the full development of the human spirit It is only
through suffering that we learn to understand ourselves
and others, to strengthen our own wills, and to have com-
passton for the suffering of owm fellow-creatures, Just as
poetry 1s “emotion remembered 1n tranquillity”, so spiritual
development 15 the disullation of reflection based on
suffering

It seems to me thal 1t may be wiser and more worth
while to take the harder but, in the end, more valuable
way, than to seek consolation along a path that may be
beset by grave spiritual dangers
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REV CANON MARCUS KNIGHT, BD

IN A book of this kind there are likely to be a number of
disagreements But we all agree on one fact—which 1s that
we are all mortal men and women

We exist, and we have to make something of our exist-
ence Life calls for decisions, which we have to make m
the light of our total reading of the situation in which
we are placed Every decision 1s based to some extent upon
reasoning and also upon probability; we do the best we
can with the light we have to confront the situations which
we have Lo meet We are set in a mysterious world, and,
like seamen, our busmess 15 to decide what port we are
making for and then to plan our voyage accordingly Life
must be a venture, and therelore each one of us must live
by what he considers to be a reasonable faith, a “slant on
life” which makes some sense of existence, gives some point
to what we do, and takes account of the many-sided variety
of life,

Now, all men share some experiences i common One
can take the completely pessimistic view of Anatole France,
and say that the hife of man 1s summed up 1n the words
“Men are born, they suffer and they die” In between they
have, of course, moments of happiness But in the end they
Just die

Mortal men are men who come from dust and are on
the way to dust again But we all know this, and 1t 1s this
odd fact that we know that we are dust, and are destined
to die, that makes us somehow different from all else 1n
nature Man 1s mortal, and knows he will die; and that
suggests there 1s some possibility 1n him of rising triumph-
ant over death But 1s 1t natural to all, or 1s 1t something
given to him from outside himself?

In some ways the old nursery rhyme about Humpty
Dumpty 15 full of good, sound sense We are all like men
who sit on the wall of human Iife and enjoy ourselves more
or less while we have the time and capaaty to do so But
then comes the great fall at death, and all the King’s horses
and all the King’s men will never put us together again!
One might say this means that no State or political remedy
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will solve this break up, we've just been cracked and
smashed Can anyone put us together? Only a creative
power which was able to make us in the first instance could
remake us after such a crash; and that 1s why religious
believers hold that only the Maker of the Universe can give
men power to rise victorious over thewr last enemy,
death

All men face the same facts of existence They know
what 1t 15 to admire something which seems to them good,
and then (o enjoy what they know to be bad They all know
the uncertainty of making decistons They all know, sooner
or later, grief and trouble They all have to come to some
account with death, which 1s always a solemn reality not
to be treated lightly

Now all ieligions are concerned with these major
matters much more than they are with behaviour and social
problems and so on The real question 1s how can we get
out of our prison We need to be set free Otherwise we
are tangled up in ourselves, we don’t know the way to go,
we can only suffer dumbly like the animals, and we are
bound to be eluninated by death Thesc are the points
where we can’t help ouiselves, and unless someone else
helps us we have “had 1t

But other people can’t help us, for they are in the same
boat Only deliverance from outside can help us, and that
1s where the Christian religion comes 1m with 1ts conviction
that Light and Help have come from outside to men who
“stt 1n darkness and in the shadow of death”

This 15 the angle from which a Christian must approach
his exanunation ol psychic facts As he looks at the various
facts he asks himself whether they strengthen or weaken this
position, which he has reached as the result of his own
encounter with hife If psychic facts indicate that man 1s
more than just a piece ol material mechanism hike a clock,
then he 15 glad to have this assurance of what he already
knew to be true

It is perfectly certam that man 1s more than a clock,
or even than an orgamsm which 1s fully to be explained
i material terms The very fact that 1t is man’s own mind
which sweeps out to survey this vast Universe, and ponders
on the mmutely small, means that mund 1 man 15 of
supteme importance As Pascal said, even 1f man 1s only a
reed 1 this strange Universe, he 15 a “thinking reed”, and
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m that power to think he 1s more sigmificant than the
greatest star or the timiest atom

Theie is a preat deal more to be discovered about mind
m man, and the way in which mind speaks to mund We
are not entirely shut in to the methods of the five senses
There are people who can, with some accuracy and with
some error, read the minds of others They know what 1y
in some other person's mind when that other person has
told them nothmg. They may be able to bridge distance
and know of an event which has happened far away,

A friend of mine told me that one day in the recent war
he was walking 1n Wales with a farmer who suddenly said,
“Oh, my boy has been kulled I just know 1t” He was quite
right, for at that very moment his son had been killed flying
over France

A smilar story was told me by an RAF padre He
was much impressed at the funeral of a young pilot by the
courage and serenity of the bereaved mother He spoke to
her after the funeral about this wonderful calm, and she
said, “Yes, but you see I knew all the time On Tuesday
at about 40 am he came into my room and said, ‘Don't
worry; mother; I've been killed, but I'm all right’” Long
before the official message reached her she was sure of what
had happened, and fully prepared

Was 1t the spirtt of the boy? Or was 1t that the love
between the mother and the boy bridged the gap of space
and personal existence, and that she “threw the plcture”
of the boy on to the screen of her dream life when the two
personalities met one another in this communication?
Experiences of telepathy are so common that swmely we can
accept them as genuine facts.

Many long-married people know the experience when
one partner relers to a subject and the other says, “It's
funny you should mention that, I was just thinking about
1t, too” How often does one receive a letter from a distant
fitend which ciosses one which has just been written to
hin? Each was thinking of the other, and each was led to
write

These ate very simple illustrations There are many
more If readers will study the book by Dr G. M. N. Tyrell,
The Personality of Man, they will find a record of many
mstances, far more 1nteresting and startling We don’t know
by half the full powers of the mind There 1s room for a
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very great deal of careful research and study in these
matters, and Christians need have no fear that their own
faith 1s affected

We are indeed “fearfully and wonderfully made”, as the
Psalmist said If by scientific study of the mund and 1ts

owers we are led to an even deeper realization of the
importance of the non-matenal side of our personality we
can gratefully accept the new knowledge which the
Almghty permits us to have Prayer for otheis calls for
this cross mfluence of mind on mind, the Mind of God
being the common field 1n which the prayer activity takes
place The influence of mind over mind 1s seen 1n cases of
hypnotism, and i the many well-attested cases of healing
of the sick, even at a distance

Time after time, mn the recent series of sittings which
gave rise to this book, one saw mstances of this power of
certain “sensitives” to enter into the mind and experience
of others, and to be able to state with a mixture of accuracy
and error facts about people in the room which seem to
prove that mind 1s not blocked oft from mind by the exist-
ence of the body of flesh and blood

“We are members one ol another,” says the Scripture,
and so some measure of mind-sharing between persons here
and now need not surprise us Perhaps it 15 a gift we all
possess a lictle, and which we could develop more if we
gave more time and cate to it

Is there any explanation of these psychic facts, whether
we name them under the heads of telepathy, clairvoyance
or recognition?

It might be that there 15 a common subconscious field
underlymng the seemungly separate indrviduals which we
appear to be? In this case each of us would be as a little
island cut off from other little islands, but deep under the
surface there would be a common field of “lowerlevel
consciousness” which we all shared But the Christian
would not support the idea that the lower field was the one
which mattered more, he would not want the “islands” to
sink down into a common blankness

It may be that individual personality is a higher
development out of this lower common denominator It
may be that we have to learn how to unify mndividual
persons together 1n a free society of selves m which they
realize common love and mutual affection while st1ll retain-
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ing the highest values of their own individual personalities,
The doctrine of the resurrectson of the body sounds odd
to many people, but what 1t 1s affirming 1s that in the pur-
pose of God individuality, matter, and spirit have meaning

Matter is not necessarily only for the world we know
here and now, and the special distinct contribution of, say,
John Brown and Mary Brown 1s taken up into a highe:
existence It 1s not that the actual corpse of John Brown
1s revived, that must disintegrate mnto dust and ashes But
m the higher existence of John Brown there 1s a mode by
which the possibility of his being John Brown and known
to Mary Brown 1s allowed for, and the same kind of
distinctiveness which made each of them individuals here
will exist after iesurrection We have to beware of un-
reasonable materialism 1n thinking of the resuriection of
the body, but we do not want to lose the value of the truth
that the Maker of matter and spirit can and will use both
in constituting 1ndividual personalities 1n a further order
of being

The point we need to drive home (and 1t 1s one 1n which
science, art and religion can surely all find some common
ground) 1s that we human beings are responding to
pressures and initiatives from a surrounding world which
1s not just dead and cold The woild which we cannot see
does exast and has something to say to each one of us

‘What 1t says must depend in some measure on the
degree of interest we bring, and the kind of methods we
employ, and what we are looking for

O world 1nvisible, we view thee,
O world itangible, we touch thee,
O world unknowable, we know thee,
Inapprehensible, we clutch thee

So 1t seemed to the poet. But the expenences of arusts
and poets and writers and mystics and thimnkers and all
those who seek 1n a spirit of humble “sitting down before
the fact”, as Thomas Huxley said, give an answer, The
reasont why so many modern people never have any of these
experiences 1s that they don’t even begin to seek for them,
and the only way 1s to start off with the faith and certainty
that we do hive 1n a world greater than we have begun to
realize and that certain disciplines can open our eyes to a
deeper knowledge of 1t
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The exploration of new aspects of our own personality
and human nature 15 a duty which we owe to science, to
religion, and to ourselves; and (the Christian will add) to
God as well

Finally, what are we to say about the possibility that the
dead are commumicating with us? The Christian s fully
convinced that he 15 surrounded with a great cloud of
witnesses, and that he and they are bound together by
mutual love although sundered by death He believes that
they are near huim and with him, and that they still love
and help him

Only a weak faith could ask for more; and 1t seems to
me 1t 15 those who are weak in therr faith who turn to
Spiritualism as a cult, and choose it rather than the
Christian religion It 1s difficult to state precisely what hap-
pens when people say that the dead are speaking to them
through a sensittve. In all the recent sittings one felt that
there was no fact stated by the medmim which was not
already 1n the mmnd of the person who was addiessed

Scientifically rigid tests were not employed, so that if
there was any artifice 1t was impossible to prove it But
occasionally one felt artifice was there It must be a terrific
temptation to sensitives to produce some results, and the
amount of fishing for names and information which goes
on means that the sensitive can have no access to super-
normal information

Whenever sensitives ventured on theological or religious
territory, there was no sign at all that they had anything
fresh to say, and 1n most cases what they said was pueile
and feeble It was all centred on the comiort and happiness
of man rather than on the obligation of man to his Maker
The whole level was far below the tone and challenge of
the Chnistian Gospel

If one could sum 1L up 1n a revision of a famous saying,
it would be “Broad 1s the gate and easy is the way that
leadeth to life, and everyone shall find 1t” This 1s clean
contradictory to the high demand of the Christian religion
The Christian believes that he 1s under responsibility as
a free person to his Creator, and that he cannot live with
his Creator except on terms which involve righteousness,
love, and obedience

The mmplications of the alleged communications are not
religiously helpful They mmply that all survive, and that
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there 1s some part of our nature which cannot but survive,
The most that they can show 1s that spme departed spirts
may survive for a time

This 1s not Christianity, which holds that life after
death 1s a gift, that 1t 15 given only to those who long for
it because they long to live with therr Maker and fulf)
all that He has in mind for them If they don’t want y
there 1s no reason why they need have it In any cage,
death means disintegration, and calls for resurrection, or
remaking, a new creation only possible to the orgmal
Creator. “As m Adam all die” (1e by nature all men
perish), “Even so i Christ shall all be made alive” (1€ the
power that raised Him can raise those who are devoted tg
Him) Spiritualists alter this to “As in Adam all die, even
so in Adam shall all be made alive”, mmplying all men
must survive

 We do not know what the impact of human personality

may be on our surrounding world A man carves his name
on a stone pillar mn 1650, three centuries go by and suli
his name can be seen It may be that a forceful man leaves a
similar mark, a kind of dent 1n a non-material environment,
which may be detected long after he has gone It does not
prove hus surviwal, but only the sign of his surviving in-
fluence, That mfluence might be evil, and people can be
sensitive to good and evil atmosphere in places where
persons have lived and died

It may be that there are numbers of low-grade types
of beings which exist in this 1mwvisible surrounding world
It would be an impertinence on man’s part to claim that
he 1s the highest type of being that there 1s There could
be angelic beings, thete mught be demonic ones We cannot
disallow the possibility that such beings could turn men
away froui their proper duty to God and their neighbour
by misleading them

There were times in some of Lhe recent stttings—when
all Light was extinguished and an atmosphere of sub
rational expectancy was created by some luscious music—
when one lelt an undesirable and misleading purpose was
at work There was nothing to elevate the reason or the
spirit, and much to depress and deaden 1t One felt that a
door was being pushed aside into a strange world, and that
what came through might best be left where 1t was

It was certainly not like heaven; it might have been
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some place where wandering souls were left in darkness,
trying to comfort themselves by a new contact with those
who still enjoyed the life of this world

For my own part, I ended my course of contact with
the medmms we saw with a less kindly view than I
had when I began Ewidently it 1s rather like vaccination—
a little of 1t cures one of catching the whole thing!

I felt that the evidences of psychic facts were interesting,
and that there is much room for careful study of the
Ehenomena mn so far as they help us to know more of

uman personality and may help to bridge some gaps, for
example, as between science and Christianity But I do not
find any evidence of contact with departed spirits

I do not find that any so-called communications from
the dead have 1n any way illuminated either my reason or
my spirit. The fact that the sensitives have to abdicate
their own personality m order to become channels for these
communications offends my sense of the dignity of reason
and the honour due to individual souls,

Time after time we were called upon by these alleged
spirits of the dead to have faith i them and in what they
said But why put faith 1n them rather than in their Maker?

If He ewsts, and has indicated His purposes by acts
and teaching, gwven through men and women of high
character and through reason, action, and love, why should
we turn away f1om all this to the more trivial easy comfort
of these celestial (or uncelestial) cheer-leaders?

Men and women in this era feel themselves to be in a
Enson They need a way of liberation from the sense of

emng shut 1n to their own petty lives; of being morally
weak, of being the victims of perplexing pamn, and of
having a date with death. They need to know why they
are here, where they are going, and how they will get there

Of course they must make decisions about these matters,
and advance with a reasonable faith that they are moving
1n the right direction The decisions they make are indeed
for life and death, but 1f they move in the right direction
they will be released from their prison and gain freedom
from the power of death over the lLives of men There is
a more satisfactory way than that which 1s offered by
Spirituahsts; and it 1s based on the reasonable conviction
that Jesus Christ 1s the Way, the Truth, and the Life
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L. A G STRONG

I

TuE BEST thing to do, when we approach an uncharted
domarn of experience, 1s to set about ascertamning the facts,
This means recording what happens—everything that
happens—and taking care to form no theory which makes
any ol the facts hard to accept and tempts us to reject them

The facts which come under the survey ol psychic
research fall into two classes There are the phenomena
produced under test conditions, predictable, and, m so far
as the production of simuilar conditions may invite them to
recur, repeatable Personally I prefer to call them imutable,
stnce eaclpl occurrence of circumstances ts unique, if only 1n
pomnt of time, but, for practical purposes, “repeatable”
will do These phenomena, plus a very small proportion
which occur mm such arcumstances as to allow of
independent checking, are the only kind that come within
the range of science; the only kind that can be said to offer
evidence as the screntist understands 1t

The second class contains the far larger group of
phenomena which happen spontaneously, to individuals,
i arcumstances which offer no grounds for acceptance
beyond each individual's word This class of phenomena
science cannot consider The scientist does not believe a
thing because Mr Smith or Mrs, Jones says 1t 15 true It
may be true; but no degree of conviction on Mr Smith's
or Mrs Jones's part, no testtmonial to their honesty, will
influence the scientist. Very properly, he demands the same
sort of evidence he would requre m order to establish the
cause of an outbreak of typhoid fever or the validity of a
new theory about the properties of benzine .

Thus the two classes of phenomena appeal to different
faculties of the human mind The first appeals to reason,
by demonstrating over and over again that certain
preparations tend to produce a given result The second
appeals to belief 1 say belief mstead of faith, because faith
1s often taken to mean belief in something outside our
experience, whereas many people believe 1n phenomena of
this second class because, to the best of their competence
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and knowledge, they have in fact experienced them

At all costs let us keep these two classes apart Let us
distinguish between the science ob psychic research, which
deals with the first class of phenomena, and alone can offer
evidence in the strict sense of the term, and the art of
psychic research, which offers the only means of coming to
terms with the second

By making this distinction I do not mean to reserve
reason and scrutiny for the first class only, and to extend an
uncritical and lush credulity to the second Art has 1its
principles as well as science. I am concerned to be bound
by no theowy which cuts me off {rom experience, and thus
to allow my whole experience to nourish my belief There
1s more to me than a rational faculty deriving 1ts nounsh-
ment from scentific experiments That rational faculty,
bowever, has 1its proper part in scrutinizing the data of
experience, and 1n preventing me from making any new
hypotheses to cover happenings which may be explainable
i terms of what I already know

To the orthodox Spnitualist this attitude 1s both
pamful and Fuzzhng He has his own omnmium gatherum
explanation for every phenomenon which seems to him
outside the workings of the known agencies It 1s the work
of discarnate spirits Sometimes it may be, but we are not
justified 1n jumping to this conclusion if an explanation
can be found in terms of earthly space and time Where the
known wull suffice, we are not entitled to assume the
unknown The Spirtualists’ trouble 15 that they repeatedly
confuse the two kinds of phenomena and the attitudes
appropriate to them By lumping all under the one
heading, and making them matters of religious belief, they
are obstructing a rational approach which seeks to bring
them within the sphere of natural law, and so relate them
to the rest of human knowledge I sympathize with the
Spuitualists’ faith, because I believe that each human being
is an immortal spirit, and that death 1s the gateway to a
new life

I believe that the dead can and do communicate with us
My tarth 1s based on what I honestly believe to be my own
expeiience, lortified :immensely by the expertence of people
whom I trust If certain things have not happened to me,
then theie 1s nothing 1n the whole universe of which I can
be sure But I cannot accept the hypothesis that all
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phenomena coming within the domain of psychic research
are the work of discarnate spirits, and that these
phenomena therefore ofler evidence of survival

Let me put the matter in the simplest, most personal
terms. If I believe, because of a personal exgenence, that
a dead friend has spoken to me, I do not go about asserting
that this 15 so Much less do I assert, on the basis of my
experience, the general proposition that the dead speak to
us If you, in peiplexuy, distress, or grief, ask me as man
to man what I believe, I may well decide to tell you But
I cannot assert that what I believe to have happened to me
15 a scientific fact I cannot ask anyone to accept survival
and communication as [acts because I say they are 1 can
merely say that I believe these things to be true, and give
my reasons

“But,” says the convinced Spiritualist, "1f you believe
these things to be true, why do you doubt our evidence of
thewr truth? Why do you bother to scrutinize 1t? Why do
you go out of your way to explain it by telepathy, clan-
voyance, and so forth? Why do you fight against us?”

To this I have several replies The first and most
important 1s that no scrutiny can ever hurt the truth What
15 lrue will stand, no matter who investigates 1t. The second
1s that, by offering as evidence of survival a whole host of
happenings that are vulneiable to scrutiny, and can be
explamned, and even mn some cases umitated, on lines that
do not transcend known laws, the Spiritualists delay the
acceptance of the very tiuth they proclaim, and so
mvoluntarily become 1ts woist opponents

It 1s because I believe 1n survival, and in the power of
discarnate sputts to make contact with those still on earth,
that I examune to the hest of my ability everything, which
comes my way, that seems Lo bear upon these matters The
ntegration of faith and reason 1s perhaps the main task of
those who have been endowed with the capacity to think
and to believe We are charged to make sense of all our
experience Qur temptation 1§ Lo make sense only of a part,
or, more deadly still, to exclude or deny what will not fit
into our scheme

The Apostle Thomas was not a sceptic He was gomng
to spend the rest of lus life in telling people that a thing
had happened, and, for their sake as well as his own, he
wanted evidence,
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I

Tre rew seances which I attended offered considerable
evidence of telepathy and clairvoyance, but none, that I
could see, of survival or of the woik of spirits. One incident
might, on the face of 1, have had an origin outade the
circle of persons at the seance; but I do not see how it
could be claimed with any degree of certamnty for “the
other side”

My conclusion was that the mediums whom I saw were
honest in their behef that what they said was given them
by discarnate spirits They themselves did not seem at any
pont consciously to originate what they said But there
was no evidence of outside agency Nothing was said that
could not have been picked up by ordinary telepathy or
clarrvoyance The voices of the so-called spirits or controls
were easily within the compass of a good amateur actor
the essential quality of the medium’s voice never changed

It must be remembered that telepathy and clairvoyance
often work together Alfter a number of cxperiments in
direct, willed thought transference while I was stll at
school, I recerved m Dublin an unwilled picture of the man
who used to be the agent in the expermments narrowly
escaping death by drowning in Cornwall unwilled, to the
extent that he had no thought of me at the time I “saw”
the wholescene from a shot distance, the bay, the white
highthouse, the beach, failing only to identify certain dark
objects to the left of the picture, which tuined out to have
been fishing boats

Later, at Oxford, I was sent by Sir Oliver Lodge to
Professor F G 8§, Schiller, of Corpus, who made me the
subject of a number of experiments The professor, a Mr
Girdlestone, and I met on Thursday afternoons In one
experiment we would endeavour to transmit a message or
picture to the charlady of a colleague 1 London The
charlady would sit relaxed over a cup of tea at hall past
four, for five minutes Mr Girdlestone and I would
concentrate on whatever 1t was Professor Schiller had
chosen, and the charlady would describe to her employer
what she saw

One Thursday Professor Schiller went to his book-
shelves, picked out a book of pictures, and, without himself
looking, opened it and set 1t down before us. The page at
which he had opened 1t showed an equestrian portrait of
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King Charles I We duly concentrated upon 1t, then relaxed
to enjoy our own excellent tea When the report came from
London, the charlady had seen and clearly described the
picture, with the perplexing addition of what she termed
“a blinkin’ great cannon” superumposed on the {oreground
So msistent was she on this that she crudely drew its out-
lines within the boundary lines of the picture

The picture we had becn looking at contained no such
feature But, sixteen pages further on, upon a page none of
us had seen, and which was never opened at all during the
tea party, was a large cannon, 1n the foreground, and 1n
exactly the same relatlonshifx to the boundary lines as that
seen and drawn by the charlady

Thus the charlady not only received what we trans
mutted, but added on her own account the irrelevant detaj]
from another page of the book—as 1f she had come to have
a look, overshot the mark, and looked in the wrong place
Neither of us consciously saw, much less transmitted, the
cannon Either the charlady saw 1t clairvoyantly, or one of
us did without being aware of the fact Anyway, 1t popped
mn

The theory which Y personally formed to account for
this led me to forecast an appairently mad feature of a series
of experiments devised thirty years later by Professor
Whately Carington and carrted out by Kenneth Richmond,
who was then, I believe, Secretary to the Society for
Psychical Research These experiments were intended to
test precognition Professor Carington had made up into sets
a number of closed envelopes, each contaiming the name or
picture of a stmple object A group of volunteers, usually
from a dozen to fifteen, sat silent for a few minutes with
pencil and paper, and wrote down or drew the fiist objects
that came into their heads Then Kenneth Richmond
opened a proportion of the envelopes from the first set,
choosing them at random, drew the objects they contaned
on the board, and showed them to us. and we, each
checking another’s paper, registered the hits and misses
The process was repeated with each set of envelopes

The theory behind this experiment was that, as the
objects drawn on the board were shortly to enter our field
of experience, we should be the more likely to foresee them
I did not believe this, and privately foretold to Kenneth
Richmond that we should be just as likely to see the objects
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in the envelopes we did not open This guess, he later
informed me, turned out to be correct

In parenthess, I still cannot see how the experiment
could offer any satisfactory evidence of precognition
Suppose that six of the people present correctly described
on their papers a certain object which was subsequently
taken from one of the envelopes All that could be
legitimately inferred would be one mnstance of precognition
Any one of the six could have foreseen the object, and the
1ematming five could have picked 1t up telepathically from
his mind

To some people this will seem a tiresome objection,
made out of pure cussedness The difficulty 1s, however,
all too real One day, sumply to test the possibility of
telepathy, I set myself to think hard of a certain homely
object, which, as it turned out, was not included 1n any of
the envelopes for that day, whether opened or unopened
Five other papers contained this object, and one other
something closely resembling it.

I do not suggest that telepathy accounted for all or
neatly all of the instances of accurate forecast Still less
could 1t account for the perception of objects in the
unopened envelopes—and 1t 1s to this phenomenon that I
want to draw particular attention, this apparent power of
paranormal cognition, or the Psi faculty, or whatever you
hike to call 1t, which 1s largely mdependent of time and
place, this dissociated perception, which can produce
results so surprising as to suggest to those who are not on
the lookout for it that discarnate spirits are at work I do
not want to go on cting instances, many of which, I
readily agree, do not offer evidence of the kind which I
personally should require 1f anyone asked me to accept them
as fact I merely want to show that my fundamental belief
that man 1s an immortal spirit does not necessarily make
me credulous over the whole area under discussion

As human beings, we have to base our judgments on our
experience and the experience of people whom we trust
This we do every day, when we entrust our lives to the
engine driver, to the pilot, to the doctor, to the samtary
engineer We do not demand a certificate of proficiency
{rom the engine driver before we get into the train, nor,
when we are brought into the hospital casualty ward, do
we require testimonials as to the efficiency of the house
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surgeon who 1s to set our broken limb We have a large
measure of trust in professional people, because experience
has told us that we may trust them safely

In matters touching our wmner lives, we do not give our
tiust so readily Our own experience 1s of paramount value
to us, yet, 1l only because our own experience is so limited,
we have to put a certamn degice of trust in other people,
Thus 1, for one, accept the word of a few people whom I
know thoroughly well, and whom I believe that I can trust
completely, when they tell me of certai things that have
happened to them My acceptance is all the easier when
these experiences correspond to ot amphfy certain things
which have happened to myself

Of these mner experiences I do not propose to write,
for the stmple reason that I can offer no evidence for them
Your beliet in them would therefore depend on whether
you took my word or not If you did not, then possibly I
would have harmed certan things which seem to me of
supteme tmpoitance If you did, you would be beheving
something wrthout having evidence for it or knowing well
the person who told you about it—a thoroughly unsound
proceeding

ITI

IN ALL our mnvestigation of psychic phenomena we run up
agamst the central difficulty of getting adequate evidence
for them. Laboratory work, which, as we have seen, deals
with 1mitable phenomena under test conditions, 1s unlikely
by 1ls very nature to take us far The phenomena remain
relatively trivial, and the statistics undramatic

The man 1n the street, whose outlook 1s very often
matertalistic, cannot understand why this 1s so On purely
materialistic grounds 1t 1s dfficult to find him a satisfactory
explanation The clearest explanation which I have heard
was that offered by Dr E Giaham Howe at a conference
held in Brighton 1n the spring of 1950, on Science and
Psychic Research This explanation, however, mvolved a
theory of values which some people would not accept, Dr
Graham Howe postulated a centie for the created universe,
an absolute, a central unity, which some would idenufy
with the Creator, and others would prefer to keep
undefined He then postulated another pomt, B, the
created world, the world of things, the place on the crcum-
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ference where we live and move and have our bemg The
radius connecting the still unity of the centre with the
active multiplicity of the pomt on the circumference, the
line connecting A and B, Dr Howe called G Psychic
phenomena, he said, happencd along this radius, G, at
varymng distances from B, distances determined by therr
depth and value

In the laboratory, B, one could only take accurate stock
of phenomena at B Psychic phenomena did not belong to
B The laboratory worker was therefore trymg to assess C 1n
teems of B He was judging and evaluating them by a
wholly mnadequate standard of refcrence. It was the artist,
the mystic, the priest, the man who dealt 1n values, who
was better equipped to appreciate and understand C
phenomena Only with reference to a standard of values
could C be understood.

I would amplify this by saymng that the laboratory
experument appeals to a part of man only, his reason, his
brain, But man 1s more than brain He has a heart, a centre
of feeling The world of values 1s that world where the
tmportance of things 1s decided by what we feel about
them This does not mean that our brain cannot usefully
consider them, too It must consider them; we must bring
to our expelience cvery faculty we have, brain included, if
we are to make sense of what happens to us. In the plamest
terms, we must approach these phenomena as human
beings, with all of ourselves The laboratory worker 1s
doing useful and essential work, but more than laboratory
work 1s needed Laboratory woik, scientific analysis, will
never yield moie than a part of the tiuth Laboratory work
15 essential, since only by detetmining how many of these
phenomena, and what aspects of them, can be 1nvestigaled
on strictly scientific terms, may we establish their relation to
the 1est of that knowledge which scrence organizes Only mn
virtue of what we so discover can we offer them as facts 1n
the same category with other scientifically ascertained facts

But there 15 a great deal of hife which science does not
cover, from which mdeed 1t explicitly dissociates itself
Saience 15 limiled Lo describing the structure of things It
has no concern with their immaterial qualities Science can
analyse the alternations of sound and silenge that go (o
make up a piece of music, but 1s quite powerless Lo explain
why one piece 15 an mmmortal masterpiece and another m
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stmilar form 1s ephemeral rubbish Science can analyse the
chemical components and anatomical proportions of
human being, but give no qualitative account of hy
personality

Eddington, Whitehead, Jeans, Sullivan, and map
others have made this pomnt, if only i order to defend
science from the charge of failing to do something which
1t has never claimed to do

My personal Eosmon, then, when confronted with these
phenomena, 1s that we need both a science and an art of
psychic research My faith that each human beng 15 an
ummmortal spirit 1s based partly on my own experience and
partly on the experience of people whom I trust When I
come to consider phenomena, I use the approach of the
artist, which, after all, 15 my approach to all my other
experience, that 1s to say, I consider them on a quahtative
basis, with all my faculttes as a human being

I cannot claim m any way to be a scientist, but I
endeavour to scrutimze with my reason all phenomena on
the basis of which claims are made, everything which is
offered to me as evidence, and I try to proceed on the
comman-sense axiom that, 1f something can be explained
1n terms of what 15 already known, 1t 15 unsound and waste
ful to attribute 1t to an unknown cause
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POSTSCRIPT BY HANNEN SWAFFER

WHAT 1s not generally understood 1s that every challenge
put out by anti-Spiritualists for a century or more has been
met and answered

Newspapers foolishly accept the ridiculous explanations
made by con{urers who seem to think that because they
can palm a playing card they can explam away the super-
normal Yet when, in 1932, Maurice Barbanell and I
debated the subject with the Magic Circle we gave them
such a hiding, so mockingly jeered at their pretensions, and
so effectively blew their arguments sky-high that I am
surprised the Magic Circle dares to go on with 1ts pretence
of being experts in explaming psychic phenomena It
should stick to amusing the children with tiicks bought ac
Gamage's

I myself became a vice-president of the Magicians’ Club,
which was a much more important body than the Magic
Circle, after I had been invited to one of its meetings at
which Arthur Prince, best-known of all Briush ventrilo-
quists, was Lo “expose” the direct voice He made such
childish statements as “When I went to a seance with the
centre-forward of the Newcastle Football Club—oh, nothing
happened that mght ” Did he think 1t was a goal-kicking
competition?

‘When he declared, “All direct-voice mediums are frauds”
and said 1t was done by ventriloquism, I challenged him
to throw his voice over my shoulder, remunding him that
ventriloquism could not take place in the dark because 1t
was an optical, and not a vocal, 1llusion

Then I dared him to say that Dennis Bradley, a direct-
voice medium, whom I had taken with me, was a fraud
“He 15 not a poor little man in a back street,” I said, “but
a rich tailor in Bond Street who will 1ssue a writ for slander
agamst you tomorrow if you accuse hum”

My host, that might, was William Goldston, who used
to make Houdin1's magical appliances, and who was him-
self a Sprritualist convinced by his own automatic writing
Goldston, by the way, assured me that ] N Maskelyne, who
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had attacked Spnitualism for years, died a believer in
super-normal phenomena

Who are these psychical 1esearchels? Some of them are
men who dare not admit in public what they olten say
in private—that they have seen proof of super-noimal
activity

Through all the years and on innumerable occasions
the case for anti-Spiritualism has been blown to smithereens
i public

One psychical researcher admitted, but as if 1n great
sorrow ‘It 1s regrettable that, in so many instances, the
phantoms resembled deceased persons ”

After T had spoken on Spiritualism in the largest hall
in Copenhagen, Dr Walther, a woman who had been
secretary to Baron Schrenl-Notzing during years of his long
psychical research, gave me an instance of the unfairness
to mediums even 1n the accounts of sittings published by
“enlightened”’ scientists,

“Olga”, smd to be Lola Montez, the Spanish dancer,
was the guide to Rudi Schneider and 1t was as “Olga” that
Dr Walther always addressed her

“Don't call her that,” once said the Baron “It’s Rudi's
secondary personality ™

“Well, if I'm only that, I won’t help you,” put in Olga,
“Until you apologize, I will not control the medium ”
“We can get along without you,” replied the Baron
At the next sitting, and foi days after, he hypnotized
Rudi to bring out the “secondary personality”

But, for a long time, he hypnotized in vain Nothing
happened

At last, Olga returned, and obtained the Baron’s profuse
apology Then the phenomena started agan.

On another occasion, said Dr Walther, Schrenk-Notzing
was sitting with Ruds, testing raps in broad light and 1n the
company of a group of doctors

One, a hypnouist, willed that the medium should walk
across the room and rap on the wall.

When he did so—some mediums are particularly sensi-
tive to hypnotism when in trance—the mesmerst said* “So
that’s how 1t 15 done!” He was satisfied with his own
childish explanation

Yes, psychical researchers are strange people I remember
sitting next to a Society for Psychical Research’s observer
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in Dennis Bradley's home when Valiantine, the direct-voice
medium, was being tested

On thal occasion, although Valiantine was a small-town
Amertcan, Japanese was spoken to Gonnoske Komai, the
Japanese poet, and the Countess Ahlefeldt-Laurvig, wife
of the Danish Ambassador, was talked to by a spirit m
Russian

“Why does he talk Lo you i Russian, Countess?” I
said, thinking she was a Dane

“I am Russian born, and it is a message fiom my
brother,” she 1ephed

At the end of a siting at which several foreign lau-
guages had been spoken, I asked the psychical researcher,
being curious about his scientific atutude, “How would you
repoit a sitting of this kind?”

“T was very mterested m one of the 1aps,” he said

“What do you mean?” I asked,

“I was 1apped on the 1ght shoulder,” he said

“But,” I repled, “I could have done that 1n the dark,
for I was next to you But 1 could not talk Russian or
Japanese!”

Many psychical 1csearchers never [ace up to the fact
that every scientist of note who has started an mquiry mto
psychics, and gone on with it, has, in the end, admtted that
the Spiritualist hypothesis 1s the only explanation that
covers all the phenomena

These scientists mclude Sir Willtam Crookes, then the
greatest chemust in Europe, who, hall a century ago,
announced thal he was going Lo inquuie nto Spiritaalism

“Now this hocus-pocus will be exposed at last,” said
The Times, 1 a leading aiticle

When, about a year laler, Crookes announced that he
was a Spuritualist, The Times did not mention the matter
On another occasion, The Times solemnly stated "“We
shall only be mnterested m Spiritualism when a medium can
foretell the winner of the Derby ”

The Old Lady of Punting House Square did not know
that mediums had done this many times—quite as fre-
quently, indeed, as her own racing tipster

Another successful inquirer was Ganulle Flammarion,
the distinguished French astronomer

You would uot constder Lombioso, the most widcly
recognized ciiminologist of his day, to be credulous Yet he,
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after a long examation, also accepted the Spiritualist case

Then there was Alfred Russell Wallace, 2 man of suclh
disunction that he 1s known as the co-discoverer of
Darwinism He, too, became a Spiritualist after a long
investigation

There was also, of course, Sir Oliver Lodge, finest
physicist of his generation, who boldly came out with a
whole-hearted acceptance of the Spiritualist claims Some
people laughed, “The old man’s gone off his nut because
he has lost his son ”

They did not know that Sir Olver first met Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle when they were both waiting to be knighted
in Buckingham Palace, and that Doyle then said to Lodge
“Aren’t you interested in psychical research? I have had
twenty years of 1t”

“I have had longer than that,” replied Lodge

Yet it was not until their sons died 1 the Fnst World
War that they became Spiritualist advocates The 1eason
was (hat, being mourners themselves, they felt they had a
message of comfort for other mourners

Everyone who inquires into Spiritualism starts like a
little baby boy in an infant class He will accept Lodge
on phystcs, but nol on Spiritualism He will accept Crookes
on chemistry, but not on psychic phenomena And so we
have to waste our time in one perpetual kindergarten,
teachung the ABOC to every whiskered scientist who
believes all he 1s told about Mars, although he has never
seen 1t, and would not recognize 1t 1f someone showed 1t to
him through a telescope He accepts nearly everything that
any other scientist tells him—unless 1t 15 about proved
survival

Many psychical reseaichers who talk glibly about our
credulity seem to be strangely credulous about accepting
the ridiculous theories i1nvented by other so-called
researchers, Harry Price’s fantastic “cheese-cloth” statement,
for wnstance They did not know that, privately, Price
accepted the Spiritualist hypothesis

I 1emember how, at a lunch of scientists interested in
psychical 1esearch, Dr William Brown, the distinguished
psychologist, was present I poked muld fun, in a shoit
speech, at their scepticism, only to hear Dr Brown say from
the other side ol the table, “I am nearer to you than you
think ”
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Afterwards, Dr Brown revealed that he was his own
automatic writing medium

It was automatic writing that convinced Sir Maishall
Hall, who took the chaw, at the Queen's Hall, at the fust
meeting I addressed on Spnitualism No one could say that
the most trenchant crimal cross-exammer of his day was
a credulous man Am I aedulous? By nature, I am a cynic

I see that Canon Knight, of St Paul’s, was a very
sceptical member of the Panel Has Canon Knight consulted
Dr. Matthews, his superior at St Paul’s, where he 1s the
famous Dean who was called in, with Dick Sheppad, to
save St Paul's Cathedial when 1ts congregations had fallen
to a mere handful of people?

Dean Matthews sat on the committee appointed by Dr
Temple, when he was Archbishop of York, to imnqune into
Spiritualism The members of that committee, which was
afterwaids officially adopted by Dr Lang as Archbishop of
Canterbury, and which sat for two years, included Dr
William Brown, Canon Anson, Master of the Temple, and
Canon Grensted, examining chaplain of the Archbishop of
York and one of the most distinguished theologians i the
country Then chairman was the then Bishop of Bath and
Wells

If Canon Kmight has asked Dr Matthews, he will have
told hum that, after therr long inquiry, these and other
membeis of the commuttee came out on the side of
Spiritualism 1n a long report in which these words were
used

“It 15 clear [y true that the recognition of the nearness of
our friends who have died, of then progress in the spiritual
Life, and of thew continuing concein for us, cannot do
atherwise, for those who have experienced it, than add a
new wnmediacy and vichness to thewr belief in the
Communion of Saints

“There seems no reason why the Church should 1egard
this vital and personal emnichment of one of her ceniral
doctrines with disfavour

“Certmin outstanding evperiences of indwiduals, mclud-
mg certain experiences with mediums, make ¢ strong prima
faae case for survival We think it probable that the
hypothesis they proceed 1n some cases from discarnate
sprrats os the tiue one

“If Spuritualism, with all us aberrations set aside, con-
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tains a truth, it is impor tant to see that truth, not as a new 1
relagron, but only as filling up certain gaps in our
knowledge, so that where we abready walked by fasth, we
may now have some measure of sight as well

“The Ghurch should set up a body of people who, under
its dwrection, shall keep in touch with groups of responsible
persons who believe in Spiritualism

Yet—would you believe it?—this committee’s report,
despite the Ingh repute of 1ts members, was suppressed by
Dr, Lang, the Archbishop of Canterbury! Then its suppres-
ston was defended, right up till the week of his death, by
his successor, D1 Temple, a man famed for his honesty of
purpose and 1n the opinion of many the finest of all the
Primales i Anglican history!

If the report had gone agatnst Spiritualism, it would
no doubt have been published

Dr. Matthews, soon after the conclusions were sup
pressed, told the Society for Psychical Research that one
of the things discovered by the committee was that a
number of people had found 1n Spiritualism a confirmation
of their Christian faith and had, because of this, turned
away [rom agnosticism to belief This he said was the
“unexpected fact” discovered by the committee Dr
Matthews also boldly protested against the Primate’s
pigeon-holing of the report -

“Spiritualism’s evidence rightly used,” commented
Canon Grensted, “would confirm the faith of quite a
number of people who are uncertain about the Resurtection
—and I think 1t often does ™

When I was editor of The People 1n 19241 was not
then a Spiritualist—I published extracts from a book called
The Heart of a Father, n which the Rev F C. Spurr, a
leading Baptist minister, described how spuit photography
had proved to him that his son lived beyond the grave.
He told me, afterwards, that he had got into such serious
trouble with the leadeis of his denomination because he
mvited Sir Oliver Lodge to addiess his congregation in
Birmingham that his wife had not obtained what she had
longed for—the chairmanship of the Bapuist Women's
Commuttee

Dr, Norman Maclean, foimerly Moderator of the Church
of Scotland, confessed that 1t was not until he had mquired
mnto Spiritualism that he had understood the Resurrection
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As for the Wesleyans, they were once broad-minded
enough to give full leave to the Rev C Drayton Thomas
to go on with his psychic investigations He hasy often
spoken on Spiritualist platforms, proclaiming lus new-
found knowledge

My advice to psychical researchers 1s to do what I did—
become a member of a home cixcle In the four or five of
which, one after the other, I have been a constant attendant
for a quarter of a century, I have seen, with no professional
medium within miles, so far as I know, all the phenomena
of Spirttualism

We have developed, as constant sitteis, such extra-
ordinary powers that, 1n one circle, the duect voice—
that 15, the actual voice of a so-called dead person—was
so loud that it could be heard in the street outside In
this circle, messages came 1n at least exght languages under-
stood by onc or other of the sitteis

I have had, in my flat, psychic phenomena so remark-
able that 1t included, whenever one medium friend—he
was an anti-Spiritualist who, being a Theosaphist, objected
to psychical phenomena—played a certain Hawaian tune
on out prano, it would jump violently in the awr in bioad
daylight!

It’s no good saying “What 15 the good of that?” I do not
challenge Chiistians who talk of the goodness of God to
justify the existence of the cancer germ, which, after all,
bas been very kind to doctors

Now this plano-jumping was seer, o1 various occasions,
by scores of people Sir Henry Segrave, a constant vasitor
to my home, told a luncheon parly when R. D Blumenfeld,
then editor of the Daily Express, was present, that the only
ume he had been frightened, although he was a iacing
motorist, was “when I saw the piano jump i Hannen
Swaffer's flat™.

Strangely enough, the only witness who did not
admut that the piano jumped was Lord Charles Hope, who
was a psychical researcher

“You've seen 1t, haven't you?” I said to him, when I
was telling Sir James Dunn about the jumping piano

“Oh, I wouldn’t go so far as Lhat,” he replied

“How far would you go?” I persisted “Either you did
see 1t or you didn't”

What did he see? Nothing?
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“Mass hypnotism,” a scientist may explain

If 1t were that, why did Graham Simmons, an artist whe
lived underneath us, complain of the nose on his ceiling>

“It would take three tons ol machinery, if 1t wepe
machinery,” said Will Goldston

One particular thing T must stress 15 that any Stoup
ol people who sit for development regulax:ly, 0 sincenty
and honesty, in a room together, discussing anything —
talking about the latest play, for mstance—will almogt
certatnly develop, sooner or later, some sort of psychic
power Then théy can apply every possible test at thepr
lewsure

They could be Plymouth Biethren They could be West
Indian juju worshippers, cannibals, or Buddhists 1n 5
Tibetan monastery Psychic power is no monopoly of
Spiritualists ftis a umversa_l law, governed by neithe: time
nor place nor race nor religion

I would not be a pracusing Spiritualist, for I never
wanted comfort nor conviction that I survwed——frankly, I
would rather not survive, 1l I could choose—unless 1 knew
that, every now and then, my knowledge can be of nvyaly.
able help to some person in trouble—someone who 15 sick,
or someone who is 1 an agony of despair because of per-
sonal loss To explain this, I will menton one or two cases

Not long ago, I was asked Lo see Merle Oberon, who
was 1 grave distress because, a few weeks before, she
had seen her Italian fiancé killed at her feet by a fall trom
an aeroplane

I called up Mrs Lilian Bailey and said I wanted her
to mect me at a house in Mayfair at seven o’clock that might
I did not mention Merle Oberon’s name I did not say that
1t was the home of Douglas Fairbanks, m case that might
give a clue

Indeed, I arrived there eatly and myself opened the
door to Mrs Bailey, m case the butler might mention 4
name, and took her mto a drawing-room whete Merle
Oberon—who was unknown to her—was waiting

Within a few minutes, despite the attempt of her sparit
guide, Bill Wootton, who did not want his medium upset
by a strange control, to stop him, the dead fiancé entranced
the medium, embiaced Merle Oberon 1 a oy of reunion
and assured her that she need not fear that he had felt any
suflering, because he died instantly
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Unfortunately, this most dramatic scene was too much
for the film star I do not blame her that she could not
accept my assurance that I had not told Mrs Bailey who
she was and that Mrs Bailey knew nothing whatever about
her sitter

Miss Oberon afterwards had another sitting with
Mrs Bailey at which I was not present Sull she was not
satisfied

Then, weeks later, she came to have tea with me on
my seventieth birthday She told me that she had made an
Inguiry on her own, without telling me, and that she was
perfectly satisfied with the evidence that her beloved sweet-
heart had survived the grave

A few weeks before she had been a broken woman She
came to tea with a reestablished faith—smiling and
confident

Then I remember when one of the King’s most intimate
friends called at my fiat

“I am 1n grave trouble,” he saxd “I have lost my wife.
I am a broken man and I caunot go on!”

Twice he sat 1 my flat with Lilian Bailey On the fiast
occasion there was a scene so full of emotion that I hesitate
to describe the tenseness of 1ts drama Soon, my new-found
friend and his wife were reunited m an ideal marriage
which had been shattered by “death”

“I could not have gone on,” the husband said some
time later “I was even thinking of suicide ”

Millions all over the world can tell simular stones of
how they have been comforted

On another occasion, one of the best-known front bench
Members of Parhament told me that he did not feel he
could go on He was {acing political difficulties and business
distllusionment Much worse than that, he had lost two
dearly loved children, both in most tragic crcumstances
A coroner’s yu1y had said, to his great grief and boundless
mdignation, that one of them had committed suicide Thus
he could not believe

I took Mrs Bailey, who again did not know where she
was going or whom she was gomng to see, to his house
One of his “dead” children gave evidence which both her
father and mother demied until, later on, the old nurse
came m and said “Don’t you remembeir?”’ She then
recalled all the circumstances that therr “dead” child had
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described That explams away the ‘“reading the sitter’s
mund” hypothesis

Then my friend received, 1n a most drgimatlc and -
spiring address, proof that he was not a failure, although
he thought 1t

“If you could only see this room as I see it,” said a
spirit guide, “you would not thmk, as you do, that your
life 15 a faillure You would know that 1t was full of
thousands of spirits who want to thank you for what you
have done for humanity, for health, for education and the
rehief of poverty My son, you are indeed blessed ”

That family has been transformed Faith has swept away
doubt Consolation has entered where there was only
SOITOW

Then there 1s another Member of Parhament, one I
knew only shightly until, in the following letter, he asked
me to dine with him

“I wonder can you help me My lovely and adored
wife left me a few weeks ago I am now bereft and
anchorless.

“Pve tried honestly to turn back to work; but all the
time, during my thinking days and sleepless mghis, two
queries constantly haunt me Is she happy—happer
than she would be here amongst her friends and little
family whom she loved and who loved her so? And the
other ws—when my work 15 done here, shall I join her?

“If I could be satisfied on those two points, I could
almost be happy You have studied so much and so
earnestly the link between our two worlds or the path
between them that I am turming to you with just a little
hope For I am so ignorant ”

The rehigion of his boyhood had failed him when he
went back to 1t for solace and knowledge

And 1t will fail everyone who requires, not assertion
but proof, and who, when “faith” fails him, demands fact

Soon, however, my friend was reassured by psychic
experiences

Those, only Spiritualism can give For it rolls away the
stone of death It bridges the gulf between the two worlds,
enabling them to umte in love and in service to mankind

Yet, mind you, all this 15 1llegal. I am liable to imprison-
ment for “witchcraft” every time I sit in my own home
arcle They boasted 1n the Atlantic Charter of the Four
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Freedoms, includmg “freedom of worship” But I belon
to the only religion which 1s 1llegal in Britan Spirttualism
1s still subject to prosecution and persecution Paisons who
complain that there 15 no rehigious freedom 1n Soviet
countries won't help me to get any in their own

How can tiuth prevail if the law declares 1t illegal; if
psychical researchers ignore the facts or continually nvent
new theories to explain them; if Church dignitaries rup
away; 1f archbishops suppress their own report compiled
by thewr own clergy, and if, every ttme a discovered fact
contradicts a preconceived theory, the theory 15 clung to
and the fact rejected, or else a new theory is mvented?

A centm1y ago, Horace Greeley, the most promineng
American journalist of his time, championed the Fox
sisters, upon whose phenomena the Spiritualist movement
was started, and was, therefore, assailed and lampooned,

Even so, afterwards, he stood as candidate for the
Presidency of the United States

Not many years since, he turned up at my home cucle

“I have seen your statue m New York,” I said

“They did not give me a statue because I was 4
Spuitualist,” he rephied 1n a long speech “I had trouble
with my proprietors They used to say ‘Old Greeley ha
gone off hus head’ Buc I punted the truth They always
alve you a statue afterwards and curse you when you are
alve ”

He told how he once saved the Fox sisters fiom bejp
stoned to death and talked ol “all the cunning, all the
graft, and all the might of priestcralt that has been between
this great truth and the hungiy world that needs it”

“This is Horace Greeley, who just dropped 1n to urge
you all to stand by the truth that he stood by n days whep
it was worse than il 18 now,” he ended “You can say I
have been They won't believe 1t, but that doesn’t matter

Robert Falcon Scott was a friend of mine, 2 man from
whom I helped buy for a newspaper, before he Ieft
England, the photographs of a journey which 1s now one
of our race’s most mspning exploits

Yems afterwards, wanting a new 1dea around which (g
reassemble old facts, I called up Teddie Evans, captamn of
the Discovery, now Lord Mountevans, and said “T gy
speaking tomight at Queen’s Hall on Spiuiitualism, and I
want a new beginmng for my address How can you proye
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that Scott really i1eached the South Pole? Is the flag th
he planted on the Pole st1ll flying theye?”

“Heavens, no,” Evans replied “It must have been bloy
away yeais ago

“Is the cann in which he was buried still something 5
could visit?”

“I should thunk 1t was buried by snow a few mont
alter it was erected,” was the reply

“Could the photographs have been taken on Faly
Common 1n a snowstoim?”’

“Perhaps,” admitted Evans

“Could Scott’s diary have been forged?” I went on

“Well, there are forgers,” said Evans i

“Then what facts have you to prove that Scott ev
reached the Pole?” .

“The word of men who could not he,” smd Evans

“Thank you,” I said “That 15 what we say about t
Spiritualist casel”

Tor over a cenlmy men have imquired, been conving
and, being truthful, have told the world exactly what &k
happened But each of them has been 1ather It
Christopher Golumbus ‘
olumbus sailed across the Atlantic and returned s.
g fhat he had discovered America Actually, he was m
bakeh, because he had only reached the Bahamas But
ba. jdiscovered somewhcre. He brought back birds a
plangs and such things to prove his case, but nobo
bélidved hum ‘
¢« Jthen, m turn, other men went across the Atlantic a
sllcyme back with a similar story Gradually the fact th
{h§re was land across the Atlantic was generally admitted
%‘F‘_‘much so that all of us, whether we have been to t

nugd States or not, accept without question that the

®ugh a place *
% cS¢ 1t 15 with Spiritualism  Miullions bave inquired,

dtsfbecause they have lost loved ones, or meiely out
1ty, as I did, and have told their story
the early days people risked persecution, victimu
nd obloquy Because of their courage, the case
ed by so many who have added their testimony th.
» an honest man can admut the case for Spirituals
st the samce as he can admit the case fon Mars, or tl
r the South Pole, or the case for the United Statc
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