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| “1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven.’' (Matt, 16:19)




John
17:5

This is life eternal,

“The earth shall be full of

the knowledge of the Lord. as
- the waters cover the
“sed ! (Isa, 11:9, K1V

"'The path of the just is
as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto

the perfect day.”’

Pro. 4:18, K.J.V.|
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"“This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou
hast sent."’ |

— John 17:3 — (K.]J.V.)

“The knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ ex-
pressed in character is an exaltation above
everything else that is esteemed on earth or in
heaven. It is the very highest education. It is the
key that opens the portals of the heavenly city. This
knowledge it is God’s purpose that all who put on
Christ shall possess.’’

— M.H. p.457 —

(All the texts of this book are from Revised Standard Version of the
Bible unless otherwise indicated./



Dear everyone of human family! %

Praise the Lord! Bringing glory to God first. | pre-
sent this book to everyone of human family.

Most of the readers of this book will find at first the
only highway of eternal life that leads from earth to
heaven. At the same time you will be led to grasp the
keys of the gates of heaven, the keys of the jewely gates.
And then. you will also obtain the fruit of life—eternal
lite—which we thought have forfeited forever when
driven out from Eden after the transgression. [ hope
you shall lose it never again. but. holding it fast, make
it your daily bread. As our physical life is sustained
by food. s0 our spiritual life is sustained by the word
of God. It is the law of heaven that we can live eter-
nally through receiving the word of God everyday as
we must eat for ourselves in order to receive nourish-
ment. “"The Lord God.... put him into the garden to
dress and keep the tree of life. And the Lord God com-
manded, “Thou mayest freely eat’"” {the fruit of the tree
of life) (Gen. 2:15,16.K.].V.}. [ believe these are special
merciful and loving giits of God who “'so loved the
world"" that He decided to give the fruit of life and
keys of the kingdom of heaven to His children living
in these last perilous days who are plunged into
hopeless despair without any prospect for eternal life.

It was totally out of my expectation to publish this book
warldwide, bur constrained by the .mJ.mHmu.H_mmmﬂu—m love

B L ek mkF s A m e e

of the Father who has given His only begotten Son for
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sinners, by the matchiess love of the Saviour our Eldest
Brother, and by the appeal of the Spirit, I decided to
obey Them, despite my imperfections. My desire to
bring this good tidings quickly to my brethren and
sisters who are desperately wandering about to look
for the fruit of eternal life made me write down this
book as dictated by the Father. I believe this is quite
an appropriate contession of mine. But because I am
an unlearned and uneducated man you will find a lot
of awkwardness on every page. | made effort to con-
ceal the shortcomings and imperfections, but still your
tolerance is desired. Hoping for your tolerance and
understanding I sincerely appeal to you to grasp the
word of God. the fruit of life, and the keys of the gates
of heaven so that you and your family and your coun-
try may enjoy the blessing of immortality. Finally, clos-
ing my word to everyone of human family, I render
glory and praise and thanksgiving to our truine God
who have given us everlasting life when we had been
wandering and striving for it in these last ages.
May everyone be filled with the blessing of the in-
tinite love of the Father, of the Son, and of the Spirit.

Jan. 1. 1981
Myung Ho Park, the Writer.
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Chapter 1. This Is Life Eternal

T will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven™
(Matt. 16:19}.

“What must [ do to inherit eternal life?"” (Mark
10:171, ""What must I do to enter heaven where there
is no death?’’ has been an unceasing exclamation of
every member of human family throughout all ages
who has been “'subject to lifelong bondage through
fear of death™” (Heb. 2:15). In reality. it is an even more
pressing question to us in these last days. Then. how
many, among all of human family in all ages. have
found the definite answer to this question and obtained
it? Through the Bible we are plainly assured of the
heartaching fact that. in contrast with the exclama-
tion of thousands of millions in all ages. deplorably
few have found the answer and all the rest have died
without hope.
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To give clear answer to the question of everyone of
human family -"What must I do to inherit eternal
life?”" (Mark 10:17! -- is the unique purpose and mis-
sion of this book.

When we had been subject to the power of death
without hope since our fall by the transgression that
we had brought upon ourselves. our infinite. compas-
stonate Father ““loved the world (sinners! so much. that
He gave His only begotten Son. that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
lifte”” (John 3:16. K.J.V.), We well know that it was to
give eternal life to us sinners that God made His Son
'to be sin who knew no sin”’ {2 Cor, 5:21). Then.
“what is the eternal life and on what condition is it
gained? " become the most important questions.

|2 111-12

1. The Kevs of the Kingdom of Heaven

1. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven
(Matt. 16:19)

In the Bible there are plainly revealed two ways and
methods for eternal life; the first one is in John 3:16
as mentioned previously. that "God so loved the
world. that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him (Jesus) should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”" Jesus also made clear the
first way and method. saying. ~"You search the sCrip-
tures. because you think that in them you have eter-
nal life; and it is they that bear witness to Me"" (John
5:39). “'This is the will of My Father, that everyone
who sees the Son and believes in Him should have eter-
nal life” {John 6:40). This is the first way and method
for eternal life.

The second way Jesus again teaches us. " Truly, tru-
ly. I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes
Him who sent Me. has eternal life: he... has passed
from death to life"" (John 5:24). Now we see clearly
that there are only two ways and methods for eternal
life; and they are simple and easy. These two formulage
are combined together in one place—in the prayer of
Jesus to His Father: ""He lifted up His eyes to heaven
and said, Father.. this is life eternal, that they might
know Thee the only true God (the Father!. and Jesus
Christ {the Son}. whom Thou hast sent”” (John 17:1,3.
K.J.V.}. Therefore now, when a man is filled with a
profound knowledge of the holy Father and of the noly

{13} 13



I. This Is Life Eternal

Son. he has already entered eternal life and become
a real son of God. over whom the power of death can-
not have dominion. In 66 books of the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation, there are found innumerable
broad and narrow ways of truth. innumerable ways
of light. and ways of messages. But all these ways of
various lights merge in one place. which is the only
highway in heaven and earth, straight and broad from
earth to heaven—the way of the knowledge ""of the on-
ly true God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent.”
When men keep following the narrow ways of little
lights shining from respective books of the Bible. they
at last arrive at the broad highway of John 17:3. From
then on, all hidden mysteries that could not be
understood by the little dim lights that have been
'leading them will be clearly understood, and on the
new highway they will find themselves as if they were
riding in an express bus or flying in the airplane, and
will also find that their travelling toward heaven thus
far have been like riding in a slow-moving wagon on
a gravel road. And they will realize that they have
already received the key from God that unlocks all the
mysteries of the Bible, all the mysteries of heaven and
earth, The happiness! The gratitude! And the joy! Who
will be able to measure them? This is the happiness
that only those who have experienced it can possess.
“The path of the just is as the shining light. that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day’™ (Pro,
4:18). This is the key of heaven that Jesus meant when

14 : y13-14

1. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven

He said. '] will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven™ (Matt. 16:19),

If John 3:16 is esteemed as the head verse of all the
Bible, its ultimatum and completion is John 17:3. This
verse. John 17:3, is the only golden highway. the
highway of everlasting life that leads straight from earth
to the very throne of God in heaven. This is also the
one and only key that unlocks the jewely gates of the
kingdom of heaven. It is said by someone that we have
in the Bible a key that unfolds the universe to mankind.
and all the hidden mysteries in the Bible to human.
Ellen Gould White also said, "' The knowledge of God
and of Jesus Christ expressed in character is an exalta-
tion above everything else that is esteemed on earth
or in heaven. It is the very highest education. It is the
key that opens the portals of the heavenly city. This
knowledge it is God's purpose that all who put on
Christ shall possess.”” Yes. The knowledge of God is
the foundation of all true education; and it is also the
subject that we will ever learn in heaven throughout
eternal ages. To impart the knowledge of God and
Christ and to form characters in accordance with it
should be the purpose of all gospel workers and
teachers of religion.

""The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight”" (Pro.
9:101. "I desire... not sacrifice.”” but "'the knowledge
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1. This [s Life Eternal

of God, rather than burnt offerings™” (Hosea 6:6}, But
"My people are foolish, they know Me not: they are
stupid children, they have no understanding’™ {Jer.
4:22). There is... no knowledge of God in the land™
{Hosea 4:1). "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge ' (Hosea 4:6). Who do you think He meant
by "My people?’” He retferred to all the people on
earth: especially those who, in search of eternal life.
pray in church every morning, every week, and wor-
ship God in family circles every morning and evening,
You readers were probably aware of it already, I
believe. But what an astonishing sigh we hear — "My
people are destroyed!”” What is this all about? What
"knowledge'' are we &omﬁﬂ:&o of and destroyed
without? I do believe that we’all should realize that
the sigh comes froni the lack of the knowledge of Em
only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, ™
the true knowledge that is our eternal life. Therefore
I earnestly hope that you read through this book
repeatedly with prayerful and thirsting spirit as a thirsty
deer longs for flowing streams. so that you may not
belong to those for whom God sighes. but to those
children of eternal life, the sons and daughters of God
who run on the heaven-bound highway with
unspeakable joy and thanksgiving.

16 115-16

2. Signs and Wonders Cannot Give Eternal Life

2. Signs and Wonders Cannot Give Eternal Life
(Matt. 24:24)

"This is the will of our Father' {John 6:40) that we
should have the practical knowledge of *'the only true
God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent™ (John. 17:31,
This is eternal life and also the will and purpose of our
Father. But there is a large multitude of "'vain men™
(James 2:20) in the world who, apart from the true
practical knowledge of eternal life revealed in the Bi-
ble. seek after signs and wonders with reckless faith.
It is commonly scen that they are absorbed in imprac-
tical wonders.  neglecting the words of the Bible of
which knowledge gives true life everlasting.

Jesus said, "It is the Spirit that gives life, ... the words
that [ have spoken to you ithe Bible! are spirit and life™
‘John 6:63). Neglecting the words of life that proceeded
from the mouth of God, sad to say. multitudes of to-
day are driven here and there to seek visible miracles
and wonders, to earn nothing in their hands in spite
of their desperate longing to grab for eternal life. A
weary, exhausted wayfarer in the desert deluded by
the mirage pursues one mirage after another in a vague
hope. finally to collapse and die in a vast lonely desert.
Similarly. there are countless number of Christians
these days who end their religious life with the same
miserable and pitiful pursuit. But people {fellow Chris-
tians) claim that this brother (or sister} fell asleep in
the Lord in hope. making him a splendid bier of many

(17} 17




1. This Is Life Eternal

flowers and giving a magnificent funeral ceremony with
resonant funeral march. and by so doing they com
fort themselves. OO what a deplorable fact 1t is!

I must say again that truly our salvation and eternal
life is not obtained by wonders and miracles. most of
which are wrought by Satan acting under the name
of Christ: for there is nothing more effective and
powerful means to deceive and take captive all those
who are not standing firmly on the words of God.

Look at the agents of Satan who performed the same
miracles as those that were wrought by Moses. the ser-
vant of God before the king of Egypt. Behold the great
power of Satan who brought terrible disasters to
righteous Job. Therefore I hope that you will not forget
that Satan is so dreadful an enemy who can skillfully
imitate those true miracles and powers that Jesus per-
lormed two thousand years ago. That is why Jesus has
given warnings to us living in these last days. saying.
“False christs and false prophets will arise and show
great signs and wonders. so as to lead astray, if possi-
ble. even the elect’” (Matt, 24:241. "Beloved. do not
believe every spirit. but test the spirits to seec whether
they are of God: for many false prophets have gone
out into the world ™™ 11 John 4:1!, He repeatedly warns
us that men shall not obtain eternal life by wonders
or miracles “"but by every word ithe Bible! that pro-
ceeds from the mouth of God ~ tMatt. 4:41,

[ hope you remember that the true wonders and
miracles of God are wrought only in times of their

1% 11718

2. Signs and Wonders Cannot Give Eternal Life

pressing need as an indication for His loving protec-

tion and tender care for His children and that the

miracle itself does not bring eternal life. Our only salva-
“tion and life everlasting lies in the true knowledge of
Christ whom H

“'the_only true God an
sent’”” {John 17:3), that is, to eat and drink “"the word™
of God in the Bible and live our lives in the Bible, in
His Word that has been from the beginning, that con-
tains the Spirit and life of God. Now, let us listen to
the voice of our God. "To the law and to the
testimony! If they do not speak according to this word,
they have no light of dawn'" (Isa. 8:20, N.L.V.). [
believe you readers know well that '‘the light of
dawn'~ mentioned here means the day on which Jesus,
the Sun of Righteousness comes with His ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousand of thousands of
angels (Matt. 25:31) to bring back His people as He
promised in John 14:1-3. In order that we may see the
glorious day. if we thus far have had the blind religion
that is based on wbnders and miracles rather than liv-
ing on every Word that proceeds from the mouth of
God., let us shake it off and turn to new faith and new
heart. And let us return to the Bible, to the Bible only
which is filled with the treasures of truth, the grand
truth of the universe. ''This is life eternal, that they
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent”” (John 17:3, K.J.V.},

I say again that “eternal life'* can not be obtained
by the power to heal diseases or to cast out the devil

118-19) 19



1. This Is Life Eternal

or by exercising authority as a prophet. It is not the
position or the authority of a pastor or an evangelist,
a priest or the Pope. And "'the eternal life”” is not
a strife or an envy or the authority of denominations
or of any organizations. It is the sacred knowledge of
the only true God and of Jesus Christ whom He has
sent. This knowledge is the eternal life and salvation.
In this grand truth lie the way, the life, the resurrec-
tion, the kingdom of heaven, and God Himself. Let
us all return to the grand truth of the Bible in humility.
There are so called clergymen, who are possessed by
the power of Satan, and perform false miracles and
wonders. We should not only be on our strict guard
against them but also have compassion for them since
they are completely deceived into thinking that the
miracles wrought through them is brought by the
power of Jesus and of the Holy Spirit. But soon the
true character of their deception will be made manifest
on the day of Jesus' Second Coming. ""On that day
many will say to Me, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
do many mighty.works in your name?" (Matt. 7:22)
“and why do you not turn your face upon us. or pay
attention to us? " they will say. *"And then will | declare
to them. I never knew you,"" the power that flowed
out from you so far was not of Me, nor of the Holy
Spirit, but of the foul spirit, the evil spirit of Satan,
"Therefore depart from Me, you evildoers™™ (Matt.

20 119-200

2. Signs and Wonders Cannot Give Eternal Life

7:22, 23}, On that day all the false colors shall be made
manifest and they will see that all the miracles perform-
ed by them have been the deceptions and schemes of
Satan. If you readers have been one of them, I entreat
you with tears to make a resolution to shake off the
enemy from you, and with courage and determination,
come forward to " the only true God’' our mighty
Father and to " Jesus Christ " , our tender Brother and
open your heart to Them and talk to Them about your
situation and ask which path in life you should take
to become a true son of God and a true shepherd who
leads the flocks of God to the way of eternal life. And

T hope that when Jesus Christ, the King of kings comes,

you will be heard the blessed declaration, *“Well done,
good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over
a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of
your Master.” And ““the King will say... 'Come... in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world ™" (Matt. 25:23,24),

But to the unfaithful shepherds it will be spoken,
“There you shall die, and there shall be your splen-
did chariots, you shame of your master's house. [ will
thrust you from your office'* (Isa. 22:18,19). ~'Bind him
hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness:
there men will weep and gnash their teeth'" (Matt,
22:13). Return, return from them immediately, oh.
dear elders! "'He who has an ear. let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches ™ (Rev. 2:29),

(20-21) 21



f. This Is Life Erernal

3. Eternal Life Is Gained by True Knowledge

In China it is commonly said. ~"Unless a_precious
stone 1s cut with a chisel it cannot be made a vessel
of value; and unless a man learng, he cannot attain
to righteousness. " Chungtzu. a sage of China also said.
“"Man who refuses to learn is like someone who at-
tempts to soar up to the sky without proper skills, ™
To attempt to enter heaven without the knowledge of
“the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has
sent __is like attempting to rise up through the sky
without any means. There is no difference in their
foolishness by trying to do the impossibility. So God
says. "'It is not good to have zeal without knowledge ™
tPro. 19:2, N.I.V.). It is indeed not good and impossi-
ble to have eternal life and come before God without
the knowledge. :

One may ask. "Why by knowledge and not by
faith?’" Of course, you are right to say so. We are sav-
ed by faith in Christ. not by knowledge alone. But look-
ing into the origin of faith. we find that we cannot have
faith unless we have knowledge first. ~"So then faith
cometh by hearing. and hearing by the word of God™
‘Rom. 10:17, K.J.V.}). Therefore whether we obtain
eternal life or not depends upon whether we have the
necessary knowledge for that or not. That is. our life
everlasting depends upon the true knowledge of ~'the
only true God and jesus Christ whom He has sent”™

G P it R i)

John 17:31. 50, 10 those children who do not give heed
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3. Erernal Life is Gained by True Knowledge

to the knowledge. God says. "I have written to him
the great things of My law, but they were counted as
a strange thing’ (Hosea 8:12. K.J.V.}, Therefore.
“Behold. the days are coming.... when 1 will send a
famine on the land: not a famine of bread. nor a thirst
for water. but hearing the words of the Lord (words
of the true knowledge!"" (tAmos 8:11). I have called
and vou refused to listen, have stretched out My hand
and no one has heeded, and you have ignored all My
counsel and would have none of My reproof. 1 also
will faugh at your calamity: I will mock when panic
strikes you. when panic strikes you like a storm. and
your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress
and anguish ¢ome upon you. Then they will call upon
Me. but I will not answer: they will seek Me diligently
but will not find Me because they hated knowledge. ..
and would have none of My counsel, and despised all
My reproof’” {Pro. 1:24-30}.

"'Because you have rejected knowledge. I reject you
from being a priest to Me... | also will forget your
children™ (Hosea 4.6}, Therefore it is a matter of im-
mediate necessity without a doubt that all religious
workers and witnesses for God should spread the
knowledge of ''the only true God and Jesus Christ
whom He has sent”™ tJohn 17:3}, which is life
everlasting to all. And in order to impart this
knowledge to people. we ourselves should know God
first as did our patriarches.

25



1. This Is Life Eternai

Today God is calling for those who would go into
the perishing world with the true knowledge of eter-
nal life. "And I heard the voice of the Lord saying.
"Whom shall I send. and who will go for Us?""" (lsa,
6:8). "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge ™
‘Hosea 4:6}, 'l desire... not sacrifice,” but ''the
knowledge of God. rather than bumnt offerings™™ (Hosea
6:6).

24 , (23)

4. The Precious Gift of Eternal Life that God
(Gives Solely to His Friends

4. The Precious Gift of Eternal Life That God Gives
Solely to His Friends

Jesus said that to know the only true God and Jesus
Christ whom He had sent is eternal life and I think
that a deeper meaning is implied in the words “'to
know.'' It is more than merely to know each other's
face and name, For example, a man working in a large
company caused a big fire by a momentary mistake.
Many workers were killed and he was sentenced to
death. This news reached his close and intimate
friend's ears and he came to him immediately to com-
fort and encourage him, saying, ‘Do not be worried.
Because | know President ___ of our country very
well, if I only go and tell him about you, he will grant
a general amnesty to you, and you will be released right
away. You can just wait with a peace of mind.”" A few
days later he was released on a general amnesty as his
friend had said. Here, when the friend said, "'l know
President ."" he did not mean that he knew the
President as far as the people know him as their presi-
dent, but that he knew the president closely and per-
sonally. Likewise, to know the only true God and Jesus
Christ whom He has sent does not merely mean to
know God as the Creator and the King of the universe
and Jesus as the Son of God and the Saviour who came
to save the world, from a common-sense point of view.
It means to know Them just as the friend of the man

4 i | f L P PR o ECPR Y Iy RO Ty T
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I. This Is Life Eternal

timately. For instance, it is to know God as Enoch
knew Him, who had walked with Him for three hun-
dred years as a personal friend before he was taken
up to heaven forever.

If God would give the eternal life to all who know
Him as a matter of common sense as the Creator. and
Jesus as God's Son and the Saviour, there would be
few who cannot obtain eternal life, James said, ""You
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe and shudder’ (James 2:19}. Yes, even Satan
and his angels and all the wicked of the world know
and believe that God is the Creator, who gives life and
blessing to man; even the idolaters and those possess-
ed of devil acknowledge and believe and cry to God.
Then shall God make this sinful world -even meore
dreadful and desolate by giving them eternal life? No.
never. Qur heavenly Father will not, by giving them
eternal life, make His universe more horrible. In the
Bible He has plainly declared that He would restore
His universe to its original state, sinless and holy, by
removing such people forever 'in the lake that burns
with fire and sulphur” (Rev. 21:8).

Therefore the eternal life is a precious gift of God
that He gives only to those who obey the precepts and
words of the only true God and of Jesus Christ whom
He has sent and become intimate friends with Them,
always walking hand in hand as Enoch did in the old
days. And these children He will invite to His
everlasting kingdom as He did to Enoch.

2% (24-25)

4. The Precious Gift of Eternal Life that God
Gives Solely to His Friends

In the Bible we read, "'Joshua the son of Nun, the
servant of the Lord. died at the age of one hundred
and ten years,... and there arose another generation, ...
who did not know the Lord™™ (Judges 2:8,10}. “'Now
the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the
Lord"" (1 Sam. 2:12, K.]J.V.). Do you think that the
descendants of Joshua, the prominent leader of Israel
did not know that the Lord is the Creator of heaven
and earth, and that He had divided the Red Sea for
their fathers, and in the wilderness fed them with man-
na for 40 years, and given them water from a rock?
And because the sons of Eli the priest did not know
the Lord as the Creator, is it written that they knew
not God? Yes. They did know the God of Israel well.
But they turned away from Him who would be pleas-
ed to give them life and blessing, and refused to be
friends with Him like Enoch, and betrayed Him to live
a dissipated and unruly life. Finally they perished in
their sins. [ wish that my brethren and sisters who read
this book may take a lesson from them, and become
close friends with God and Jesus as Enoch did. And
They will give you all the rich treasures of universe
unsparingly. One of them is the immortal life of God,
the eternal life that we have so far talked about.

Eternal life is a gift of God which is filled with His
love and heart, which He gives only to His friends one
by one secretly. I pray that all who read this book with
avidity shall receive the precious gift and enjoy
everlasting happiness of eternal life.

(26-27) 27
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1. This s Life Erernal

<The Importance of the Knowledge of the Only
True God and Jesus Christ. >

(1) The Knowledge of the Only True God

"There is.no faithfulness or kindness. and no
knowledge of God in the land™" {Hosea 4:1). **My peo-
ple are foolish, they know Me not: they are stupid
children. they have no understanding™” (Jer. 4:22). "'My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge'™ {Hosea
4.6}, "I desire... not sacrifice.”” but ""the knowledge
of God, rather than burnt offerings™ (Hosea 6:6),

It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that
is enshrouding the world. Men are losing their
knowledge of His character. [t has been misunderstood
and misinterpreted. At this time a message from God
is to be proclaimed, 2 message illuminating in its in-
tfluence and saving in its power. His character is to be
made known. Into the darkness of the world is to be
shed the light of His glory. the light of His goodness.
mercy, and truth. This is the work outlined by the pro-
phet Isaiah in the words, O Zion, that bringest good
tidings. get thee up into the high mountains: O
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice
with strength: Iift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities
of Judah. Behold your God!"" (Isa. 40:9). The last rays
of merciful light. the last message of mercy to be given

10 the world., is a revelation of His character of love,

The childran of Cood are to manifect Hic olorv. Throuoh
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4. The Precious Gift of Eternal Life that God
(iives Solely to His Friends

their characters and lives they are to manifest the grace
of God that He has done for them.

Today our knowledge of God is partial and Eﬁoloﬁ

*"But when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass
away ' (1 Cor. 13:9,10). ""Let us know, let us press on
to know the Lord" (Hosea 6:3).

“If you cry out for insight and raise your voice for
understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for
it as for hidden treasures: then you will understand
the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God™
(Pro. 2:3-5). This knowledge is gained by meditating
upon the word of God. And this treasure all who would
give everything for it may earn.

In order to be representatives of God we must know
Him first.

Moses knew God as a personal God. After this ex-
perience, He heard the call from heaven to exchange
his shepherd's crook for the rod of authority. to leave
his flock of sheep and take the leadership of Israel.

In order to be co-workers with God, in order to
become like Him and to reveal His character, we must
know Him aright. We must know Him as He reveals
Himself. A knowledge of God is the foundation of all
true education and of all true service. It is the only real
safeguard against temptation. It is this alone that can
make us like God in character. This is the knowledge
needed by all who are working for the uplifting of their
tellow men. Transformation of character, purity of life,

mm:rmw?rd in service, adherence o correct nrincinlec
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1. This Is Life Eternal

*

all depend upon a right knowledge of God. This
knowledge is the essential preparation both for this life
and for the life to come. **The knowledge of the Holy
is understanding’* (Pro. 9:10}. Through a knowledge
of Him are given unto us ''all things that pertain unto
life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). "This is life eternal.
that they might know Thee the only true God. and
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent™ (John 17:3, K.J.V.).
When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him,
our life will be a life of a continual obedience. Through
His children eventually will be made manifest the final
and full display of the love of God to the world, and
the world will be lightened with its glory.

(2} The Importance of the Knowledge of Jesus Christ

The wotld needs not so much as the expression of
the love of Christ through men. All heaven is waiting
for channels through which God can communicate the
holy oil to men, which when received, is joy and bless-
ing to their hearts. After the descent of the Holy Spirit,
the disciples were so filled with love for Jesus and for
those for whom He died. that hearts were melted by
the words they spoke and the prayers they offered.
There is nothing that Christ desires so much as agents
who will represent to the world His Spirit and
character.

When lifeless doctrines accomplish nothing, the love
of Jesus will melt and attract the hzarts of men. His
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4. The Precious Gift of Eternal Lite that God
Gives Solely to His Friends

truth are to be revealed to the world through His
disciples. Our love for Christ and for brethren will
testify to the world that we have lived with Him and
learned of Him. Then the whole world will be lightened
with His glorv,

i3] The Impertance of the Knowledge of God and Jesus
Christ

In His prayer to the Father, Chfist said, “"This is life
eternal. that they might know Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent”" (John 17:3.
K.J.¥V.). This is true education. It imparts power. The
experimental knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ.
whom He has sent, transforms man into the image of
God. It gives to man the mastery of self, bringing every
impulse and passion of the lower nature under the con-
trol of higher powers of the mind. It makes its possessor
a son of God, and an heir of heaven. It brings him in-
to communion with the mind of the Infinite, and opens
to hyn the rich treasures of the universe. The
w:o&ﬂamn of God and of Jesus Christ expressed in
character is an exaltation above everything else that
is esteemed on earth or in heaven. It is the very highest
education. It is GGod's purpose that all who believe in
Christ shall possess. The knowledge of God and Jesus
Christ revecaled in character of man is that which is
esteemed of the greatest value in heaven and earth,
It is the verv higiicst education. This is the kev that
opens the portais of the heavenly city.
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I. This Is Life Eternal .

Eternal life is to know the only true God and Jesus
Christ whom He has sent. But Satan the enemy of men
with his angels is determined that men shall not have
perfect knowledge of the love of God. But all heaven
is anxious to see holy agents who will go to the world
with the message of life today. " And [ heard the voice
of the Lord saying. “Whom shall I send. and who will
go for us?’ " "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge' (lsa. 6:8. Hosea 4:6}. |

Where are the sons and daughters of God who wiil
answer to the voice of the Lord today?

32 {30-31

Chapter II. The Only True God
(The Holy Father)

“This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the
only true God." (John 17:3, K.J.V.)

We have already learned two ways and methods for
eternal life, first of which is to know the only true God
{John 17:3). In this chapter we will learn of the only
true God in detail concerning what He is like, what
relationship He bears to us, and what He does for us.
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{I. The Only True God

1. The Outward Appearance and Inward Heart of
the True God

Philip said to Jesus, ‘'Lord, show us the Father. and
we shall be satistied™ {John 14:8}. This is a common
question that has been raised by God's children who

~ have not seen Him down through the ages since the
days of Adam. So it was reasonable for Philip to make
that request, which also represents our common desire.
Perhaps there is no one who do not desire to see the
heavenly Father who loved them "“so much that He
gave His only begotten Son."" If there be any, they must
be abnormal,

We already learned that we should know God as He
reveals Himself in the Bible. Now we will have time
to take a look at His face and appearance as He reveals
Himself in the Bible. Unless we first know His face and
appearance well, how can we love Him or make friends
with Him?

In this world also, when one tries to make friends
or choose a spouse, he first looks at the outward
features of the person to see whether handsome or
pretty, whether comely or ugly, and then have a chance
1o be confirmed of his (or her) inwagd heart. Likewtise,
in this chapter we will have time to meet with the on-
ly true God and hold intercourse with Him who is our
Friend and our Love.

34 i134)

1. The Ourward Appearance and Inward
Heart of the True God

(1} The Qutward Appearance of Our Heavenly Father

% Qur Father has His head and hair.
As | looked.... the hair of His head was like a pure
wool ~ (Daniel 7.9,

% He has face.
*And His servants shall worship Him.™" and “'see
His face' " {Rev. 22:3.4,
“Now we see... dimly, but then face to face™ (1
Cor. 13:12)

#¥ He has His back.
"“You shall see My back: but My face shall not be
seen’ (Exodus 33:23).
‘'He who has seen Me has seen the Father™ {John
14:91. .
'] and the Father are one’ {John 10:30).

% He has the vocal cords and speaks.
. 'the voice of the Lord™ (1 Sam. 15:22)

*¢ He has eyes and pupils.
“the eyes of the Lord™ (Pro. 15:3)
“as the apple of His eye™ (Deut. 32:10)

* He has nose.
*a smoke in My nostrils’" (Isa, 65:3}

% He has mouth and lips and speaks with them.
"the mouth of God"' (Matt. 4:4)
"My lips™ (Ps. 89:34)
“*Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
the Lord™" {(Deut. 8:3!

*k He has ears.
“His ear’” (Isa. 59:1)
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II. The Only True God

“Thou wilt incline Thine ear’” (Ps. 10:17)
# He has arms.
"My arm” (Ps, 89:21)
“Thy outstretched arm’ (I Kings 8:42).
¥ He has hands and fingers.
"The Lord’s hand”™ (Num. 11:23)
“Thy fingers'' (Ps. 8:3)
*‘Did not My hand make all these things?'" (Acts
7:50
* He has legs.
**God the Almighty... His thigh™ {Rev. 19:15,16).
%k He has feet.
“The earth is My footstool’* {Acts 7:49, N.LLV.)
“Thy feet’” (Ps. 74:3, K.J.V.}
% He is clothed in raiment.
“*His raiment was white as snow’’ (Dan. 7:9).
*“He... appeared like jasper and carnelian™ (Rev.
4:3).
" dwells in unapproachable light (raiment)” {1 Tim.
6:16/

As referred above, we can be assured that our
heavenly Father, the only true God also has head and
hairs, face and neck. and on His face eyes. nose, ears.
and mouth and lips to speak with. and in His body
front and back. arms and legs, and hands and feet as
it is written. "'God said. 'Let Us make man in Our im-
age, after Our likeness' " (Gen. 1:26). This verse tells
us that we were made in perfect accordance with His

36 {36-37)

1. The Qutward Appearance and [nward
Heart of the True God

form and image. Jesus said. “"Have [ been with you
so long. and yet you do not know Me, Philip? He who
has seen Me has seen the Father: how can you say.
‘Show us the Father?' ™" {John 14:9) "'l and My Father
are one’' {John 10:30) and your heavenly Father has
the same image with Mine,

[f there be any difference. it is that, while we have
imperfect, corruptible and mortal bodies due to tran-
sgression, He is perfect, *"high and lofty One who in-
habits eternity”" (Isa. 57:15}, in whom are neither
beginning nor end, who exists from everlasting. who
is the ""only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of
lords. who alone has immortality and dwells in unap-
proachable light, whom no man { guilty ) has ever
seen or can see’’ {1 Tim. 6:15.16}. Because He dwells
in unapproachabile light. no sinner who sees Him can
survive, Therefore it is His great mercy and love for
us not to reveal His face to us. But how grateful and
joyful it is that it is not His will to leave His children
alone in this sinful world who live “*without sin/ " {Heb.
9.28} Our Father will again, for His obedient children.
send His Son to the earth for the second time to bring
back to His side those children who are living sinless-
ly, whom He knows personally. They shall all be
“changed in a moment ' {1 Cor. 15:51), and go to the
Father with Jesus. to ''see Him face to face™ {1 Cor.
131215

The moment we shall see our Father's face after
thousands of vears of wait. what an inexpressible joy
it will hai My hrethren and sisters who read this hook.
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iI. The Onty True God

"*May your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ'’ by
living apart from sin on earth. (1 Thess. 5:23).

{2) The Inward Heart of Qur Heavenly Father
(character)

We have thus far learned that our Father is so
goodlooking and perfect in all respects as He has
revealed Himself in the Bible. Since He is so goodlook-
ing, we can be proud of Him wherever we go as a friend
and as an object of our love and worship.

Next, we will learn of our Father's heart; whether
He is truly good and holy in character in harmony with
His outward look or violent and fearful on the con-
trary. If His heart and character is good, it is all right;
but if He is of terrible and fearful character, it is much
safe and wise for us to give up making {riends with
Him beforehand. Anyhow, let us make decision after
we study His character in detail in this hour.

¢ Heart of love
"God is love’’ (1 John 4:16).
“"He will renew you in His love’" (Zeph. 3:17),
"God so loved the world” (John 3:16}.
* Heart of jealousy
"I the Lord your God am a jealous God'' (Ex. 20:5),
"He is a jealous God'' (Joshua 24;19).
* Heart of fondness
"The Lord... delights’ {1 Sam. 15:22).
"He loves righteous deeds’ (Ps. 11:7),

38 (38-30)

1. The Qutward Appearance and Inward
.m...hn.mn of the True God
% Heart of hatred
“which the Lord hates™ (Pro. 6:16)
“1 hate double-minded men’" (Ps. 119:113).
¥ Heart of joy
“Complete my joy ' (Phi. 2:4).

o yith whom [ am well pleased’” (Matt. 3:17)

# Heart of dislike
I be alienated from you' (Jer. 6:8).
'l am weary of relenting’’ (Jer. 15:6),

% Heart of laughing
“"He who sits in the heavens laughs’ (Ps. 2:4).
"I also will laugh™ (Pro. 1:26}.

¢ Heart of singing in joy
“*And heaven and earth shall unite in the Father's
song cf rejoicing: ‘For this My son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” (Luke
15:24}° (C.O.L. p.206)

¢ Heart of crying, sighing and weeping
“If you will not listen, My soul will weep in secret, ...
My eyes will weep bitterly and run down with
tears’” (Jer. 13:17).
“The Lord was sorry,... and it grieved Him to His
heart’” (Gen. 6:6). |
*'For the wound of... My people is My heart wound-
ed, [ mourn'’ (Jer. 8:21).

% Heart of wrath

“'the cay of the wrath of the Lord™" (Zeph. 1:18)
“'the day of the Lord..., cruel, with wrath and fierce
anger” (Isa. 13:9)
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If. The Omlyr True God

*k Heart of mercy (pity)
“'the Lord pities those who fear Him'* (Ps, 103:13),
“as I had mergy on you™ (Matt. 18:33)
% Heart of vengeance
by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniqui-
ty" (Ex. 34.7)
"The Lord is avenging'' (Nahum 1.2),
*k Heart of forgiveness
"“Let the wicked... return to our God. for He wil:
abundantly pardon'" (Isa. 55:7).
"I will not remember your sins'* (Isa. 43:25),
% Heart of graciousness (mercifulness)
“merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abun-
dant in steadfas: love and faithfulness’ (Ex, 34:6)
"Heis kind to the ungrateful and the selfish’’ (Luke
6:35].
* Heart of goodness
"Good and upright is the Lord’' (Ps. 25:8),
"Otaste and see that the Lord is good!"" (Ps. 34:8)
* Heart of peace
"He is a God of peace’ (1 Cor. 14:33),

"'peacemakers. .. shall be called sons of God™" (Matt,
5:9).
%% Heart of honesty

""Upright is the Lord " (Ps, 25:8).
"A God of faithfulness... just and right is He"
(Deut. 32:4).

% Heart of unchamgeableness
“with whom there is no variation or shadow due
to change'” (James 1:17)
“For I the Lord do not change' (Mal. 3:6).

40 (40-42)

1. The Outward Appearance and Inward
Heart of the True God

# Heart of faithfulness
“'Know therefore that the Lord your God is... the
faithful God'" (Deut. 7:9).
““Wha is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has
chosen you' {lsa. 49:7}

*k Heart of omniscience
“Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither
shall [ flee from Thy presence?”” "'Even the darkness

"is not dark to Thee, the night is bright as the day ™

(Ps. 139:7,12).
“for Thou, Thou only, knowest the hearts of all the
childran of men’ (1 Kings 8:39).

* Heart of justice
“"for trere is no perversion of justice with the Lord
our God, or partiality, or taking bribes’" (2 Chro.
19:7Y.
“judge the world in righteousness’™ (Acts 17:31)

*¢ Heartof thoroughness in keeping His promises
“Godds not man, that He should lie, or a son of
man, that He should repent. Has He said. and will
He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not
tulfil £¢"* (Num. 23:19), :
"'God desired to show... to the heirs of His pro-
mise tae unchangeable character of His purpose,...
that...we might have strong encouragement’" (Heb.
6:17,18),
“Know therefore that the Lord vour God is... the
faithfv] God who keeps covenant... with those wh
love Eim and keep His covenant™ (Deut. 7:9,10 ).
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II. The Only True God

% Heart of thoroughness is repayment of reward
and punishment
“T am... bringing My recompense, to repay every
one for what he has done'’ (Rev. 22:12).
“They (the wicked) will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life”
(Matt. 25:46).

# Heart of diligence
My Father is working still, and I am working"
(John 5:17}.
“Truly, truly, [ say to you, the Son can do nothing
of His own accord, but only what He sees the Father
doing; for whatever He does, that the Son does
likewise'" (John 5:19}.

As we have now seen the general feature of our
heavenly Father, we can be assured that His heart and
character is almost the same as ours. Since He possesses
affection just as we do, He loves one whom He loves,
hates one whom He hates. When His love is rejected by
His earthly children whom He has pursued with one-
sided love, He gets disappointed and becomes jealous
behind their back. It is because He loves them too
much; if He did not love them. He would not become
jealous. Therefore His jealousy is an another expres-
sion of His ardent love for them. And He feels happy
at the sight of happiness, laughs at the sight of fun,
He becomes sad at the sight of sorrow, sheds tears ar
the sight of greater sorrow, and wails when He sees

42 t43-44)

1. The Qutward Appearance and Inward
Heart of the True God

something even more woeful. He is so compassionate
and loving that when He sees pitiful men, He is touch-
ed with pity, and would give away everything to com-
fort them. But He hates and is displeased with those
who keep doing things loathsome. When we do
something bad, He gets angry with us, and as we do
worse deeds He becomes indignant. As we do
unbearable, unpardonable things He rises up to give
severe punishment and reprimand. But if we, though
so sinful, return and ask for pardon, He changes His
mind, and forgives us completely. and never
remembers our past. And He restores His peace of
mind right away. He is so honest as much as He loathes
dishonesty Himself, and faithful, truthful. Therefore
even at the risk of the honor of His throne and His
name, He never changes His promise but always fulfils
it. He repays the good, and the wicked according to
what they have done even more pertectly and accurate-
ly than a computer or a calculator can, without the
slightest miscalculation and partiality. He is the most
truthful Homehead of our universal family who is at
unceasing work for all His creations, especially for the
good of His loving children, with an effort incom-
parable to sacrifices and services of any earthly parents
for their children. Should we not forget this fact and

be thankful for so amazing grace of our Father?
Because He is also an emotional Father just as we
are, He speaks to us as follows, “'Tlove those whe love
Me, and those who seek Me diligently shall find Me"”
(Pro. 8:17). "*Those who honour Me [ will honour, and
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. The Oniy True God

those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed’" {1
Sam. 2:30). "'Twill show Myself holy among those who
are near Me, and before all the people I will be
glorified™ (Lev. 10:3). Therefore *'1 will look with favor
on the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with
Me; he who walks in the way that is blameless shall
minister to Me"’ (Ps. 101:6). Azariah also exclaimes,
“"Hear me... all the Judah,... the Lord is with you,
while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be
found by you, but it you forsake Him, He will forsake
you'' (2 Chro. 15:2}. Elder James also said, *'Draw near
to God, and He will draw near to you'' {James 4.8},
Solomon says that if we exalt Him, He will exalt us.
Jesus who is best acquainted with the character of the
heavenly Father spoke, **If God is glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in Himself, and glorify him at
once’ {John 13:32). Jesus taught us that our heavenly
Father rewards everyone unsparingly by all means
without reserve even if He is glorified by one of His
least children, however lowly or weak one may be.
Therefore 1 hope every family member shares love
and friendship with our heavenly Father, which the
world has no knowledge of, by giving full glory to each
.other. ‘ _
Now we can see that His heart and character are not
difterent from ours, and that He made us in perfect
accordance with Him not only in His image but also
in His character as He said, ""Let us make man in Our
image, after Our likness’’ {Gen. 1:26). If there is any

44 145-46)

i. The Outward Appearance and Inward
Heart of the True Cod

difference, it is that in His heart there are no sin, no
evil, and no untruthfulness; and that from the deep
of His heart springs forth the fountain of love that sin-
Ners cannot possess or compare with anything. This
love is His life and light. If He could be robbed of that
love which is His life and light, He would be reduced
to nothingness and His life would disappear. His whole
self is love (1 John 4:16). He is the source of all the
love in the universe; He is a bundle of love. To rob
Him of His love is like removing intensely burning light
and heat from the rays of the sun in the midsummer:
it it could be done so. not only He Himself but the
whole universe would become pitch-dark and cold;
everything would fall desolate. But for the burning rays
of love extending out unceasingly from Him. the
universe could not exist; and it is easier and more _
reasonable for fishes to survive out of water than for
the children of men to live without the sun-ray of His
love, the light of His grace, or for any other worlds
in the universe to live without the sun of love spting-
ing from Him unceasingly,

Another difference that He has from the children of
earth is that He has a heart of omniscience. As nothing
is hidden between heaven and earth under the bright
sun, so are no one and nothing in the universe left un-
noticed in the sight of God. to say nothing of the
shallow. narrow hearts of men!

Now. since you readers have learned well about His
heart and character. I hope you become His lovin g song
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If. The Only True God 2. The Love of the Father Thicker Than the Blood of
el e the Cross and Stronger Than the Death of the Cross

46

and daughters who, from now on, render obedience
to Him who is love Himself, whose life is love and
whose entirety is love, submitting not for fear of His
judgment or punishment but for fear of making Him
sad, sigh and cry, and wail for you. And as He has
promised, planned, and desired, He will send His Son
at His exact preplanned time and date to bring us back
to His everlasting holy city, to live with us forever as
He did to Enoch our elder brother, and we shall
" possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever’”” {Dan.
7:18). Amen. Praise the Lord!

147-48)

2. The Love of the Father Thicker Than the Blood

of the Cross and Stronger Than the Death of the
Cross

“Behold. what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God™ (1 John 3:1. K.J.V.),

"*In this the love of God was made manifest among
us. that God sent His only Son into the world. so that
we might live through Him™" (1 John 4:9).

I have once read a paragraph in “"Early Writings'
my favorite book on page 151: "'Think ye that the
Father yielded up His dearly beloved Son without a
struggle? No, no. It was even a struggle with the God
of heaven four Father) whether to let guilty man perish,
or to give His beloved Son “'who knew no sin” (2 Cor.
5:21) to die for him.' Yes. It was an unbearable,
agonizing, and sorrowful perplexity to the Father of
infinite mercy and love, whether to give His innocent
Son to the world of darkness abounding with evil
spirits (Satan) to be torn by wicked hands and slain
mercilessly. On page 126 it is writtén, [ then saw the
lovely Jesus... approach the exceeding bright light
which enshrouded the Father... The anxiety of the
angels seemed to be intense while Jesus was commun-
ing with His Father. Three times He was shut in by
the glorious light about the Father, and the third time
He came from the Father we could see His Person...
He then made known to the angelic choir that a way
of escape had been made for lost man."
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After [ had read this book. I was frequently captured
by the thought of what a great p2in and sacrifice our
Father paid in sending His Son to save us! The news
that earthly children had been fallen by transgression
filled all heaven with sorrow and astonishment and
angels ceased their songs of praise. Throughout the
heavenly courts there was mourning and woeful
silence. Now. the sorrow and perplexity of our heaven-
ly Father was too great to be described by words:
whether to let them perish in their sins or to give His
darling Son who knew no sin to die for them. it was
so sorrowtul and tormenting hours of perplexity that
He could not solve in limited hour. And Jesus who.
with the angels out of the sanctuary, had been in deep
sympathy with the Father. could not wait any longer
but went into the Father who was in the sanctuary of
exceeding bright light and entreated earnestly to per-
mit Him to give His life as a ransom for the children
of earth. Now, imagine the countenance of the Father
beholding His Son. Beholding His Son entreating
earnestly, how could He abandon His Son so lovely?
The Father suggested to Him that He be left alone to
have more time to think. And more agony and strug-
gle began again. But the Son, in sympathy with the
Father's exceeding great perplexity. could not wait any
longer and went into the Father to entreat again. The
Father: beholding the face of the Son who was stan-
ding before Him. could never, never vield up His in-
nocent Son who knew no sin 2 Cor. 5:21! to die for

sinners. He again suggested to His Son to let Him alone
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1. The Ourward Appearance and Inward
Heart of the True God

to have more time to think. Again terrible agony and
perplexity began. But Jesus who had been waiting out-
side the sanctuary for the Father’'s decision with the
angels equally absorbed in the same sorrow. could not
merely watch the ever deepening agony and unceas-
ing struggle. so He went in to see the Father for the
third time with a firm resolution and pleaded all the
more edarnestly And beholding His countenance and
listening to His pleading. God decided to give His on-
ly Son “'that whoever believes in Him may have eter-
nal life”" 1John 3:16). What a tremendous sacrifice and
agony of the Father it was! There are many who speak
much about the agony of Jesus on Mount Gethsemane
but few speak about the agony of the Father which
had taken place in heaven beforehand. The agony of
Jesus on Mt. Gethsemane was merely for the sinful
children on earth but the Father was moaning press-
cd down by double burdens of agony. He was under
a tremendous agony for Jesus His only Son ""'who knew
no sin’” on top ot His enormous worry for the fallen
race. O what a grievous agony of the Father it was!
Jesus the Son of God. as He fell prostrate in agonizing
cry. had the presence of the Father by His side to rep-
ly to His prayer and the attendance of angels to give -
Him strength and encouragement. But the Father who
had been agonizing over such tremendous double
burdens had none of these help. How many are there
who give sincere thanks to Him f{or so tremendous
sacrifice? So tremendous is the love of the Father for
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sinners. and so great is the sacrifice and suffering for
His dearSon — they are mysteries that have been hid-
Jden from sinners of the earth. from angles of heaven.
that neither heaven nor earth could comprehend. Let
us at this moment bow down and pay tribute to our
heavenly Father. His love is ~“higher than the heavens
— what can you do?... deeper than the depths of the
grave — what can you know?"" tJob 11:8. N.LAV.L.

“"He is kind to the ungratefu! and the selfish. ~ as
the heavens are higher than the earth” Luke 6:35. Isa,
55:91.

I would like to introduce a phrase from another book.
that is. ““The Desire of Ages’ . which particularly il
[ustrates the life of Jesus. It is written ont page 478. *'In
all ages. philosophers and teachers have been presen-
ting to the world theories by which to satisfy the soul’s
need. Every heathen nation has had its great teachers
and religious systems offering some other means of
redemption than Christ. turning the eyes of men away
from the Father's face. and filling their hearts with fear
of Him who has given them only blessing. The trend
of their work is to rob God of that which is His awn.
both by creation and by redemption. And these false
teachers rob mantsoul! as well. Millions of human be-
ings are bound down under false religions. in the bon-
dage of slavish fear. of stolid indifference. toiling like
heasts of burden, bereft of hape or joy or aspiration
here. and with only a dull fear of the hereafter.”

What a terrible and miserable religion it 15! What a

[y,

2. The Love of the Father Thicker Than the Blood of
the Cross and Stronger Than the Death of the Cross

great disappointment and distress it must be to our
Father and Jesus! Therefore it was to remove the ab-
surd misapprehension. by revealing to the world the
infinite love of God. that Jesus came to live among
men, It was to make manitest the Father that the Son
of God came from heaven. "No one has ever seen
God: the only Son. who is in the bosom of the Father.
He has made Him known' (John 1:18). "'No one
knows the Son except the Father. and no one knows
the Father except the Son and any one to whom the
Son chooses to reveal Him™™ (Matt. 11:27),

Jesus desired to help them understand how wonder-
ful love God is caring for them with. He taught them
that God is in search of every lost one. saying. ~"As
a father pities his children. so the Lord pities those who
fear Him'" (Ps. 103:13}. The kind of God has never
been introduced to the world by any other religion but
by the truth of the Bible. Pagan churches falsely repre-
sent God: Not as the God of love, but as an evil god
that is pleased with sacrifices. Even the Israelites were
ignorant of the teachings of the prophets of God. To
reveal the parental love of God s a basic question: for
it is a new gift for the world. _

Just before His crucifixion. Jesus said to His disciples
who. though they were boasting about their loyalty to
Jesus, would flee away after a little while for their lives
leaving Him alone. "' The hour is coming. indeed it has
come, when you will be scattered. every man to his
home. and will leave Me alone: yet [ am not alone,
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for the Father is with Me'' {John 16:32). Yes. When
God of mercy and love sent His Son to save sinners.
He did not send Him alone to the world of darkness
which is full of evil spirits (Satan). He came together
with Him and walked along ever with Him from the
manger in Bethlehem to the cross of Calvary. Even the
evil parents of earth, when their children should go
through ruggid paths or to dangerous places, do not
allow them to go alone, but go with them carring them
on their backs or in the bosom or holding their hands:
how much more would loving merciful God forbid let-
ting His only Son go alone to the world who was as
innocent as a lamb? Jesus said, "'He who sent Me is
with Me; He has not left Me alone, for 1 always do
what is pleasing to Him"" (John 8:29). He again said.
"I am not alone, I stand with the Father who sent Me”™’
(John 8:16).

Perhaps you remember the 35th verse of Matthew
27 — 'They crucified Him. ' This verse makes me feel
choked with sorrow and makes me drop my head. The
ungrateful, outrageous mob were jumping at Jesus like

“brute dogs’' (Ps. 22:16}, nailing the tender hands of,

the Son of Gad to the cross mercilessly who had given
up His position as a heavenly Prince and came down
to save them. Now, behold the Father standing beside
Him who had never left Him alone. He who had been
always walking with the Son was then watching His
last hour, how He was being treated. As I behold His
look I cannot but drop my head. As the outrageous
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mob were nailing the hands and feet of the Son of God.
with the echo of peunding, they were truly nailing the
heart of the Father who was grasping His Son beside
Him. As I imagine the scene, I am overcome with sor-
row and cannot but drop my head.

And there is a verse that makes me pour out tears.
that is Matthew 27:46 — "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?™

Here Jesus the Son of God, after His final cry of
agony — "‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?"", breathed His last and dropped His head. Now
[ again behold the Father standing beside Him. As 1
behold the Father holding His Son *"who knew no sin™
(2 Cor. 5:21), my heart feels bursting with grief. As
for Jesus the Son of God, everything ceased with His
innocent death, but behold the wailing Father hugg-
ing the dead body of His beloved Son slain unjustly
without sin.

O He loved the world so much. “'See what love the
Father has given us, that we should be called the
children of God... The reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know Him ™' {1 John 3:1).
“'In this the love of God was made manifest among
us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that
we might live through Him"" (1 John 4:9), "In this is
love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the expiation for our sins™* (1 John
4:10}. ' For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in Him we might become the
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righteousness of God™" (2 Cor. 5:21}. "'For surely it is
not with angels’” of heaven "‘that He is concerned but
with the descendants of Abraham (sinners)’™” (Heb.
2:16) to “'deliver all those who through fear of death
were subject to lifelong bondage™ (Heb.2:15), *"For
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son...
not to condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through Him™ (John 3:16,17}.

But it is the darkness of misapprehension of God that
is enshrouding the world. Men are losing the
knowledge of His character. It has been misunderstood
and misinterpreted. At this time a message from God
is to be proclaimed, a message illuminating in its in-
fluence and saving in its power. His character is to be
made known. Into the darkness of the world is to be
shed the light of His glory. the light of His goodness,
mercy, and truth. This is the work outlined.by the pro-
phet Isaiah in the words, ' Get you up to a high moun-
tain, O Zion, herald of good tidings: lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings. lift
it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 'Behold your
God!""" {Isa. 40:9).

All heaven is waiting for sons and daughters of God
who will go forth into the world with the love of the
Father and proclaim it. This is the final glorious work
at the close of earth’s history prophesied by the pro-
phet Malachi, “'Behold, 1 will send you Elijah the pro-
phet before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord: and He shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the Leart of the children to their
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fathers, lest [ come and smite the earth with a curse™
{Mal. 4:5.6, K.]J.V.},

Now, may Elijahs of today raise up your hands, and
answer to the voice of the Lord. ""And I heard the voice
of the Lord saying, '*Whom shali [ send, and who will
go for Us?" (Isa. 6:8).

O the 3gony of the Father greater than that of the
Son! The struggle of the Father heavier than that of
the Son! The love of the Father thicker than the blood

-of the cross! The love of the Father stronger than the

death of the cross! The love of the Father broader and
greater than the universe! The love of the Father that
neither the world nor sinners know! The love of the
Father that neither the righteous nor angels know! The
love of the Father neither heaven nor the earth know!
The love that "'no one knows except the Son and any
one to whom the Son chooses to reveal the Father™
(Matt. 11:27). Where are the Elijahs today who will
go forth with this love? ""And I heard the voice of the
Lord saying. Whom shall I send, and who will go for
Us?™ (Isa, 6:8),
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3. Our Real Father Who Has Truly Begotten Us

“Jesus. when He began His ministry. was about thir-
tv vears of age being the son (as was supposed! oi
T_mmv: the son of Heli. the son of Matthat, the son
b ortha conm of _.Eaﬁﬁ._J. +T..D
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son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch. the son of Jared.
the son of Mahalaleel. the son of Cainan. the son ot
Enos. the son of Seth. the son of Adam. the son of
God'' (Luke 3:23-38),

To rephrase this. “Jesus' father is Joseph. whose
father is Heli. whose father is Matthat. whose {ather
is Levi,... whose father is Noah. whose father is
Lamech. whose father is Methuselah. whose father is
Enoch. whose father is Jared. whose father is
Mahalaeel. whose father is Cainan. whose father is
Fnos. whose father is Seth. whose father is Adam.
whose Father 15 God™

To still put it another wayv, it means that “"Tesus was
born of Joseph ‘Manvt, born of Heli. born of Matthat.
born of l.evi.... born of Noah. born of Lamech. born
of Kﬂwcmnr}_ born of Fnoch. born of Jared. born of
Mahalalee!, born of Cainan. born of Enos. born of
Seth. born of Adam. born of God' . Theretore our
Father in heaven is our real Father who has given birth
to us personally.

3. Oudr Real Father Who Has Trulv Begotten Us

A question! |
_

You may ask a question. "'In Genesis 1:26 God said.
'Let Us make man in Qur image, after Qur likeness.’
He never said He would give birth to us and why do

v :Jnjn t thar (A lac mrma 11a ~e o alla s oo
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body iwamb!?"" This is a natural question. But I still
give the same identical answer: for truly our heavenly
Father is our real Father who gave birth to us per-
sonally.

Would you please atford me a short time so that |
may clarify this fact?

Animals like the cow or the deer bring forth youngs
that look just like themselves. Flying birds like spar-
rows or pigeons also bring forth youngs bearing
resemblance to themselves. Man also give birth to
voungs ichildren! that bear considerable resemblance
to him. What we are to know is that therc are slight
differences in the way they produce their voungs
respectively. Animals like the cow or the deer bear
voungs through the womb in their belly and breed by
teeding milk out of the sacs that are in their belly. But
the birds like sparrows or pigenons or chickens are dif-
terent: as we know well. they bring forth the voung
from their bodies not by means of the womb but
through so called egg-sac. not through the genital
organ but through the anus. And even the voungs
teggs! look like a round stone that has no eves. nose.
or mouth. and then thev spend a period of time 1n the
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bosom of the brooding mother during which blood
vessels, bones, eyes, nose, and feathers are formed.
And after that they come out in considerable
resemblance to their mother. Qut in the world they
are not fed on milk but manage to grow by pecking
up worms and grains. Now we can see that there is
so great incomprehensible difference between four-
footed animals and birds with the feather in respect
of methods of reproducing and breeding their youngs,
But the similiarity is that they all end up having love-
ly youngs that resemble themselves considerably in
character, shape. face, and body. Only in the ways they
bring forth and breed their young are entirely different.

Likewise, there is an entire difference in respect of
producing lives between us bodily creatures and our
heavenly Father, bodiless Creator — "‘a Spirit™ {John
4:24), While man as a bodily creature, liké animals,
give birth to a child by means of the womb in his body,
God the Creator, because He is a bodiless Spirit, pro-
duces lives by means of His Creator’s womb and raises
them in His own way having no body Himself unlike
man. It is through this Creator's womb that He pro-
duces and brings up His children. Mysterious as it is,
it may not be easily understood. As birds and animals
cannot understand each other’s methods of yielding
and breeding their youngs, so it is hard for us, bodily
creatures to understand the way Creator God. bodiless
Spirit produces lives. But if we ponder it upon deep,
it is not so hard to understand. As for us, when a baby
is born after a period of ten months in the womb of
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its mother, it begins to be fed on the liquid from the
milk sac of her breast like the four-footed animal. But
our heavenly Father in the beginning gave birth to
Adam and Eve by means of His spiritual Creator’s
womb. and fed them with coarse foods such as herbs
yielding seed, all fruits and the fruit of the tree of lite
instead of 'milk since He is a spiritual Father, flying God
with no breast just as the flying birds having no breast
feed theit youngs on coarse foods instead of milk. Fly-
ing birds and crawling animals are entirely different
in methods of giving birth to their youngs but conse-
quently they all end up having their youngs that resem-
ble themselves perfectly. Likewise, the way we, as
bodily men, have our children is entirely different from
the way God of Spirit, the Creator has His children.
But consequently we both have children who perfect-
ly resemble us respectively.

Therefore He said in the Bible, 'You thought that
I was one like yourself’ " (Ps. 50:21). But people have
so limited and narrow mind that they would not will-
ingly acknolwedge or understand matters concerning
God the Creator who is a bodiless Spirit; some even
cast ridicule as the flying birds laugh at the way four-
footed animals produce their youngs. and the four-
footed animals at the flying birds of their stonelike eggs
without eyes, nose, or mouth, that shali be their
youngs. But Jesus assured us, "*call no man your father
on earth, for you have one Father.,” who has begot-
ten you personally, "who isin heaven™ (Matt. 23: 91

And Malachi. who knew this fact, said, "Have we not
161-621 Y
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all one Father?”” (Mal 2:10) That is why Jesus said,
“'Pray then like this: Our Father which art in heaven™
Matt. 6:91. and from now on call Him your ""own (real)
Father'” {John 5:18}. Jesus, when He was on earth,
“called God His own (real) Father' (John 5:18). " This
was why the Jews sought all the more to kill Him"
(John 5:18} and after all. they killed God's real Son
Jesus. Likewise, who can guarantee that in the last days
also, those who have not accepted God as their real
Father will not, out of jealousy, hate and persecute
(God's real children who have accepted Him as their
real Father? " *When the tenants saw the Son. they said
to themselves, "This is the heir; come, let us kill him
and have his inheritanca""" (Matt. 21:38). Jesus the real
Son of God assures us today again that we are God's
real sons and daughters as He is and says, "Go to My
brethren and say to them. [ am ascending to My Father
and your Father. to My God and your God'" (John
20:17.

Regardless of all this. we have an inseparable blood
relationship with God. We are His offsprings, and He
is our real Father; because God gave birth to man
tAdam!, and man (Mary) gave birth to God (Jesus).
Based on Biblical genealogy. and also on human blood
relationship it is an undeniable truth that the only true
God in heaven is our real Father. Therefore it would
have been much better if the writer of the Bible had
written Genesis 1:26 as ~'Let Us give birth to man in
Our image.” instead of *'Let Us make man in Qur im-
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age. after Qur likeness.”” ''The Lord (our heavenly
Father)... said to me, "You are My son. today [ have
begotten you' " (Ps. 2:7).

Dear my brethren and sisters of the world! Let us
not then. from now on. pray spiritlessly as we used
to do while we did not know our real Father. But let
us offer powerful prayers which is our deserved right
as His real sons, E.ﬁ will touch the deep inside of our
Father, by saying, *'Chir H.,u_mmmmﬂww heaven! (Matt,
6:9,. :Oumﬂnnwmm.ﬂm..ﬁpnr . a.mmEm :18), "My
mwnrmn in heaven!" (Matt. ua ..ww: g%nﬁmm m.@mpmn in
heaven{" aown 5:18) :EQ mumm.&u in. r@&ﬁ#: (Gal.
4:6¥ :gﬁnmmh D “ Hok
in Common Tranglation of Korean _w:u_m m@ﬂm&m et
us not behave awkwardly as we kneel in prayer as if
we were His foster sons or daughters. but act boldly
and with great dignity as real sons and daughters of
God, of the King of the universe. Even the sons and
daughters of the kings and presidents of this world
behave themselves with dignity and enjoy great ad-
vantages, how much more we deserve to be proud as
the princes and princesses of the King of heaven, of
the King of the universe. of the King of kings. and Lord
of lords! In spite of this evident truth, if you, my
brethren are ashamed to testify to the world and to
people that the only true God in heaven is your real
Father who has given birth to you. and has brought
you up, iisten to the word of God, "'1tell you, everyone
who acknowledges Me before men, ( |} also will

163-64) 61



i1, The Only True God

acknowledge before the angels of God; but he who
denies Me before men will be denied before the angels
of God'" {Luke 12:8,9). | hope that you keep in mind
that eternal life is given by the only true God to those
who acknowledge and serve Him as their real Father
John 17:3).

In this world there are a lot of adopted sons and
daughters and stepsons and stepdaughters under one
father. and in the orphanage there are hundreds of sons
and daughters under one president. They all call the
president their father. But there are only one or two
or several, not all of them, who can inherit his estate,
his birthright, and succeed his lineage, and they may
only be his real sons and daughters. We all know this
well. Therefore **what does the Scripture say?™" ' Cast
out the slave and her son: for the son of the slave shall
not inherit with the {real) son of the free woman'" (Gal.
4:30). **So. brethren, we are not children of the slave
but of the free woman ' (Gal. 4:31}. “'Therefore do not
throw away your confidence, which has a great
reward,” "‘for yet a little while, the coming One shall
come’ (Heb. 10:35,37). Then Jesus will exclaim,
"Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundatjon of the world™
(Matt. 25:34). This joyful bidding shall be heard to
God's real children. May we all meet there together
with Jesus then!

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father!
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< Qur Prayer>

"My real Father in leaven!

Iam very thankful to you for showing plainly to me,
your foolish son that the holy God in heaven is my
real Father. Now,..all. heaven and earth and the
yniverse have vnnoEn new and become EE@.. for the
whole univer$e is Yours, ‘my Fathersy.

But Fathier, my dear. %wn_pnn Send dgain @aﬁr@. ?a:m
Christ ; my mﬁmmﬁ mnoﬂr&. Eﬁ take me and my brethren
to-Your side, for T do not want to stay in this world
any Heummn ﬂ#o_.m abound innumerable evil spirits of
Satan. ODQ in heaven are found. everlasting joy, peace,
and- rm%_:mwm To.my. Father.who has borne and
brought ¢ me Eu, E the name of Jesus Christ my Eldest
Brother 1.pray.’

— Amen —
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4. Our Real Father Who Made Us a Sweet Home as
a Branch Family of Heaven

“Lift up your eyes on high and see; who created
these? " {lsa. 40:20).

*'For every house is built by someone, but the builder
of all things is God'" (Heb. 3:4).

“The God who made the world and everything in
it, being the Lord of heaven and earth...” (Acts 17:24).

“'The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof. the
world and those who dwell therein™ (Ps. 24:1).

*“The heavens are the Lord's heavens. but the earth
He has given to the sons of men" (Ps. 115:16).

.Qur Father who has begotten us is also the most
skillful Carpenter in the universe. peerless in His superb
skill. That is probably why Jesus of Nazareth His Son
was also a carpenter.

**It is He {our heavenly Father)... who stretches out
the heavens like a curtain'’ (Isa. 40:22}.

“He has founded it upon the seas and established
it upon the rivers'" (Ps. 24:2),

He ‘‘has measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed
the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the
mountains in scales and the hills in a balance™ {sa.
40:12). With elaborate design and accurate measure-
ment ''He founded it: He did not create it to be emp-
ty, but formed it to be inhabited " {Isa. 45:18, N.L.V.}.
And then 'He made from one every nation of men

64 166-67)

4. QOur Real Father who Made Us a
Sweet Home As a Branch Family of Heaven

to live on all the face of the earth™ (Acts 17:26}. " And
God saw everything that He had made. and behold.
it was very good'' (Gen. 1:31).

What an excellent workmanship of our Father it is!
What a loving and tender care for His children! The
first home that our Father has made for us was not
like that of today, dark and dreary and filthy into
which, because the roof {the sky) is collapsed. rain and
snow pour down. It was always new. bright. sunny.
mild and comfortable; because there was neither snow
nor rainstorm, beautiful flowers never faded and not
a leaf of the tree fell to the ground. There were no tears.
no pain. no sorrow, no sigh; and there was no sound
of mourning over death of family members. It was a
home in which no shadow of sorrow could be {found:
instead, it was always full of joy and happiness. im-
mortal life. unceasing pleasure. cheerful smiles and
song of praises. It was not like a haunt of horrible
demons where a bunch of thieves hang around in
groups and burglars and murderers swarmed like to-
day. Neither burglars and murderers nor even
mischievous boys that mimic thieves were found there.
Lions and deer, wolves and lambs, and all sorts of
animal and birds. all lived together: netther the sound
of roaring nor even a breath of fury, anger were heard
there. They were all one family. loving and helping.
plaving together in peace and joy and love. O what
a beautiful home it was! But now where has it disap-
peared into? Why are we to live in this terrible home?

This home has become so hornbie that daily events
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of terror make us doubt what we see and hear and
tremble with surprise and fear. Why has it become like
this? Before we search the  reason, having our sor-
rows refrained, let us take a look at our first home
that our Father made us with His own hands with

devotion and love.
After God had created the heaven and the earth

{Gen. 1:1). on the earth He “'planted a garden in Eden
in the east: and there He put the man whom He had
formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good
tor food. the tree of life aiso in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. A
river  of life “"flowed out of Eden to water the garden,
and there it divided and became four rivers. The name
of the first is Pishon; it is the one which flows around
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold: and
the gold of that land is good: bdellium and onyx stone
are there. The second.... the third,... the fourth... The
Lord God took the man and put him in the garden
of Eden to till it and keep it™" (Gen. 2:8-15). “And

" behold, it was very good.'' (Gen. 1:31). And above all
"'God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it'* (Gen.
2:31, :

While reading a book called *"The Story of Redemp-
uon . [ was attracted by the {ollowing story.— As the
earth came forth from the hand of jts Maker. it was
exceedingly beautiful. Its surface was diversified with
mountains. hills, and plains. interspersed with noble
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rivers and lovely lakes; but the hills and mountains
were not abrupt and rugged. abounding in terrific
steeps and frightful chasms, as they now do: the sharp.
tagged edges of earth’s rocky frame-work were buried
beneath fruitful soil, which everywhere produced a lux-
uriant growth of verdure. There were no loathsome
swamps or barren deserts. Gracefll shrubs and delicate
flowers greeted the eye at every turn. The heights were
crowned with trees more majestic than any that now
exist. The air, untainted by foul miasma. was clear and
healthful. The entire landscape outvied in beauty the
decorated grounds of the proudest palace. The angelic
host viewed the scene with delight, and rejoiced at the

wonderful works of God."
"As Adam came torth from the hand of his Creator™’,

from the womb of his Father, "'he was of lofty stature
and perfect symmetry. His countenance bore the ruddy
tint of health and glowed with the light of life and joy.
Adam’s height was much greater than that of men who
now inhabit the earth. Eve was somewhat less in
stature: yet her form was noble and full of beauty. The
sinless pair wore no artificial garments; they were cloth-
ed with a covering of light and glory, such as the angels
wear. So long as they lived in obedience to God, this
robe of light continued to enshroud them."
“Everything that God had made was the perfection
of beauty. and nothing seemed wanting that could con-
tribute to the happiness of the holy pair: yet the
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Creator gave them still another token of His love by
preparing a garden (Eden) especially for their home.
A portion of their time was to be occupied in the hap-
py employment of dressing the garden. and a portion
in receiving the visits of angels, listening to their in-
struction, and in happy meditation. Their labour was
not wearisome, but pleasant and invigorating. This
beautiful garden was to be their home, their special
residence.

In this garden the Lord placed fruit-trees of every
description, for usefuiness and beauty, also lovely
flowers which filled the air with fragrance. Everything
was tastefully and gloriously arranged. These were to
be the food of the holy pair as He had designed. There
were lovely vines, growing upright, laden with a lot
of fruits, that are not seen after the fall, The fruits were
big and of varieties of colours. some soft- red, red, dark-
red. and soft-green... It was the work of Adam and
Eve to train the branches of the vine to form bowers,
thus making for themselves a dwelling from living trees
covered with foliage and fruit. There were fragrant
flowers of every hue in rich profusion. In the midst
of the garden stood the tree of life, surpassing in glory
all other trees. Its fruit appeared like apples of gold
and silver, and had the power to perpetuate life. and
the leaves contained healing properties.

Very happy were the holy pair in Eden. Unlimited
control was given them of every living thing. The lion
and the FBU sported together peacefully and harmless-
Iy around them or slumbered at their feet. Birds of
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every variety of color and plumage flittered among the
trees and flowers, and about Adam and Eve. while
their mellow-toned music echoed among the trees in
sweet accord to the praises of their Creator. Adam and
Eve were very happy surrounded. by the littie singers
listening to their songs of joy. This holy pair sang with
them songs of love and praise and admiration to God
and to His Son for all the work of His love that sur-
rounded them. Unceasingly appearing beauty and
glory of Eden so filled them with greater reverence,
that they expressed their gratitude and admiration to
their Creator (their Father).”

This was our original home that our real Father pro-
vided for our share in the beginning. But to this
peaceful home a great storm of misery, disaster, and
misfortune approached. This peaceful home was sud-
denly invaded by Satan, the outrageous, lawless enemy
in the universe, the notorious murderer. the bandit,
the well-known deceiver, with his innumerable agents.
They did not carry out their plan like the unwise ar-
mies of the world do, flourishing swords riding on
horses or blowing trumpets with a battle cry. It they
had invaded in this manner we could have easily
defeated them. “'The great dragon.... that ancient ser-
pent who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver
of the whole world"” (Rev. 12:9}, who was thrown
down from heaven. defeated by '*Michael, the great
Prince’’ (Dan. 12:1, Rev. 12:7), — He is the chief of
treacherous, tricky thieves, notorious for his deceiv-
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ing wits and schemes; who succeeded in seducing one
third of the heavenly angels iRev. 12:4}, And it was
he that devised a scheme to plunder our peaceful
home.

Commanding his innurmerable agents to be in silence.
he headed himself to encroach upon the earth and
crawled sneakingly toward the midst of our Eden
home. deeply and deeply into the inner part of our
Eden home. and gained access to Eve, who was simple-
minded and inexperienced. After gaining control over
so pure and innocent Eve with ease. the cunning
enemy used Eve. a loving companion of her husband
to seduce Adam. And so Adam was ensnared by the
scheme of the merciless enemy, and immediately our
peaceful home fell into the murderer's hands and has
become a den of thieves and burglars of today. From
then on we have been wandering aimlessly from place
to place as homeless nomads for six thousand years
till now.

But our real Father who has so loved us that He has
begotten us and brought us up and made us a beautiful
home {the earth) and a garden (Eden) as our eternal
nest with so great love was terribly worried since He
knew that His loving children had fallen into the hands
of Satan the outrageous deceiver, But in order to
reclaim us, He wandered about day and night to look
for His lost children making total sacrifices of Himself
and at last He was able to repossess us into His bosom
as He so badly wanted. O what a persevering love it

vy

ist What a wondrous love it is!| What a love it is!

70 i72-73

4. Qur Real Father Who Made Us a
Sweet Home As a Branch Family of Heaven

k Back to Our Home Again

Now let us go back to our home. our original home:
back to our sweet home that our Father has made for
us. and restored for us, Qur enemy who had robbed
us of our home has been forever defeated by our Lord
Jesus our Eldest Brother. who has recovered us our
home after a blood-shedding battle. On top of our
recovered home is flapping the glorious blood-stained
banner of Immanuel. ‘And ‘our Father mww.sdm?éﬁanm
for us, to nmEE us Out, ,moam that Heé'h; :
us with 56 great fove: and. .@E_u@mmg:

My dear bréthren. and- sisters! Let ﬂm 3l nomﬂvmm
return to our sweet homme, our eternal woam, where

our ,BS:N Father stands wiiting. for us. rﬁ us @Eow.
there the life of m<mn5mﬁ5m vmﬁ?:mmm with our Father
forever and ever!

“You, O tower of the flock. hill of _&m &m:mgmﬂ of
Zion, to you shall it come, the former dominion shall
come. the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem™
(Micah 4:8),

"'Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken: neither
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou
shalt be called Hephzi-bah (My delight is in her), and
thy land Beulah (Married): for the Lord delighteth in
thee, and thy land shall be married” {Isa. 62:4, K.J.V.}

Praise the Lord! Glory to our Father!
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5. Our Real Father Who Has Chosen Us and
Given Us to Jesus His Eldest Son

“You are a people holy to the Lord your God, and
the Lord has chosen you to be a people for his own
possession, out of all the peoples that are on the face
of the earth’” {Deut. 14:2). ""You are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people,
that are... “called. and chosen’ (1 Peter 2:9, Rev.
17:14}, "I chose you out of the world"™ {John 15:19).

[t is written in Deuteronomy 14:2 that the Lord God
has chosen us to be His holy people. We know well
that the triune Gods—the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit—are all termed "the Lord". Then who out of the
three has chosen us among all peoples of the earth?
This is the issue we would like to question into.

But now [ would like to present the fact through the

- Bible that it is God the holy Father, our real Father
who has chosen us.

Most of believers today think that Jesus alone has
chosen them (John 15: 16! and takes care of them, while
the Father is not concerned about them, but searches
for their faults and sins with sharp eyes, and is stingy
with love and pardon, and always searches out to give
judgment and orders,

But [ would like to prove based on the Bible that this
conception of God is absolutely contrary to reality:-that
our Father is not at all like as we think.

I again say that He is our real Father who is not in
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the slightest degree less concerned about His sin-
polluted children than Jesus or the Spirit. He is so much
concerned about us that “even the very hairs of our
head are all numbered™ by Him (Matt. 10:300. He
draws near to every child of His and takes tender care
of him with individual love. [t is our heavenly Father
who has chosen us out of all peoples of the earth and
made us heirs of His everlasting kingdom,

Every child of His that has lived on earth down
through the ages have been * predestinated according
to the purpose of Him,"' *'the only true God,"" *'who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will™"
(Eph. 1:11, John 17:3}. 'The God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ ... has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in heavenly places, even as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
shouid be holy and blameless before Him. He destin-
ed us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, ac-
cording to the purpose of His will"" {Eph. 1:3-5}, “'Thou
art the Lord, the God who didst choose Abram and
bring him forth out of Ur of the Chaldeans and give
him the name Abraham'’ (Neh, 9:7). And after that
God also said to Moses, ""Say this to the people of
Israel, "The Lord. the God of your fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you' " (Ex 3:15). We see that it was our
Father who chose Moses, the leader of Israel. And ““the
God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. the God

of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, " whom He
had chiosen ro be the Saviour of the world (Acte 313
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While I was preaching in a church in regard to this
subject. one of the brethren asked. ""But wasn 't it Jesus
who chose the apostle Paul?.”” My answer to him was
"No."” and we opened the Bible. Let us now have time
to investigate the matter, Let us open Acts 22:13-15
first. This is the word delivered by Ananias a messenger
of the Lord. “'Brother Saul. receive your sight... The
God of our fathers (the Father) appointed you to know
His (the Father's} will, to see the Tust One {Jesus of
Nazareth) and to hear a voice from His {Jesus'} mouth
< on the road to Damascus > ; for you will be a witness
for Him (God) to all men.”" And later he praised the
God of heaven in gratitude who had called and chosen
him. "~"Blessed be the God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. ... He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world™ (Eph.1:3, 4). Therefore he exclaimed,
"By the grace of God (the Father of Jesus! I am what
lam... It was not 1, but the grace of God which is with
me (I Cor, 15:10},

Now let us find out about Jesus' 12 disciples. It ap-
parantly looks as though they were chosen and called
by Jesus Himself, but evident is the fact that our
heavenly Father Himself chose them and committed
them to Jesus His Son. What we are to know first is
that before Jesus chose and ordained the twelve, He
had come to His Father and spent one night in prayer.
For it was the most profound and grave matter for Him
to choose His disciples who would be entrusted with
the work of redemption of the world that the Father

with His Son had begun with great sacrifice, and upon
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5. Our Real Father Who Has Chosen
Us and Given Us to Jesus His Eldest Son
whom the success or failure of the work of redemp-
tion depended. "In these days He went out to the
mountain to pray; and all night He continued in prayer
to God. And when it was day, He called His disciples
and chose from them twelve, whom He named
apostles™ {Luke 6:12.13). They were the disciples

'whom God has given to Jesus in‘answer to His previous

night's prayer—''O My Father who sent Me! Choose
for Me disciples who will take up the work of redemp-
tion that You have planned."”” And then He said, "*No
one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me
draws him™* {John 6:44). ""All that the Father gives Me
shall come to Me; and him who comes to Me I will
not cast out”’ {John 6:37). "I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch
them out of My hand™ (John 10:28). In these words
He pledged Himself to protect and preserve steadfastly
those whom His Father had given Him.

Indeed there is no one under heaven who can snatch
us out of the mighty hand of Jesus Christ our General
who has overcome the world and has been always vic-
torious in the battle with Satan the great enemy. Our
stray and fall is not by the torce of the enemy but by
our own choice. Unless we agree, Satan the devil can-
not snatch us from the bosom of our Lord Jesus Christ,
""He who was born of God keeps him. and the evil one
does not touch him"' (1 John 5:18}. He also guaranteed
a doubie-fold wall of protection—""My Father is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father's hand™" (John 10:29). What a mighty and
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thorough. undestroyable protection of our Father and
our Eldest Brother who neither slumber nor sleep to
guard us! Moreover we are also surrounded by three
and fourtold wall of protection of the Holy Spirit and
the attendance of thousands and ten thousands of
angels.

Finally, who has chosen you reader? Let us incline
our ears to the Bibie, the true witness of God. "'God
is faithful, by whom you are called into the fellowship
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord "' (1 Cor. 1:9). "The
Lord has chosen you to be a people for his own posses-
sion, out of all the peoples that are on the face of the
earth’’ (Deut. 14:2). ""You are a chosen race, ... God's
own people' ' (1 Peter 2:9). We are His own children
whom He has chosen and called out of the world. What
a wonderful grace and love of our Father it is! If our
Father had not chosen us out of the world and drawn
to Jesus, whoever today could have enjoyed commu-
nion with Jesus and become His friend?

"In this is love, not that we loved God,”" ''He first
loved us™ {1 John 4:10,19.

" All we like sheep have gone astray’™ (Isa. 53:6), but
He loved us so much and made us His children.
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—Hymn—

1. The love of God is greater far than tongue or pen
can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star, and reaches to the
fowest hell: .
The guilty pair. bowed down with care, God gave
His Son to win;
His erring child he reconciled. and pardoned from
his sin.
Oh. love of God, how rich and pure! How
measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure—the saints, and angels’
song.

2. Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies

of parchment made;
- Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man
a scribe by trade;

To write the love of God above would drain the
ocean dry;

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stret-
ched from sky to sky.

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! How
measureless and strong/

It shall forevermore endure—the saints. and angels’
song.
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# Questions and Answers about the Doctrine of
Foresight and Predestination

As I'was travelling by a train a smart young man who
was sitting in front of me asked me a question. "Ex-
cuse me. but are you not a pastor? "~ This question led
him on saying. "'In church [ learned that because God
had already chosen those whom He would save a long
time ago. it would be useless for those who had not
been chosen to believe Him. but the chosen one by
all means would be saved. s it the true doctrine of the
Bible?"

This is an issue that not alone perplexes this young
mind but also tends o be disputed among many
theologians today. The doctrine of foresight and
predestination has been initiated by the word of the
apostle Paul who said that God had chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world: and a group of
theologlans assert that because God has chosen those
who would be saved npefore the toundation of the
world, none can be saved but them. Burt still others
assert. based on the word of the apostle John, ""Not
so. Since God so loved the world. He gave His only
Son that whoever believes in Him can be saved.
Therefore. the redeemed ones cannot have been fix-
ed since long ago.” At this point [ would like to say
hoth are right, One mav say. “"What an ahsurd answer
it isl"" But iet me have a time to explain it

Ther are about 60 students in a school ciassroom.,
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T'he teacher in charge of the class is responsible to
choose the best student and give a prize at the end
of the vear. Then can he not. being in charge of them
all year round foresee and predetermine who will win
the first prize? Tt is easy for the teacher who has careful-
v watched them all the time to foresee and to predeter-
mine who will win the {irst prize in his heart. And his
foresight and predetermination is at least over 93% ac-
curate and at last the one whom he foresaw and
predetermined receives the firts prize. But there is an
exception. If the one whom the teacher foresaw and
predetermined unexpectedly deviates from his good
conduct in the middle of the year and starts making
bad friends to the neglection of study and goes astray.
while an unfaithful and mischievous pupil. on the con-
trary regets his past and sets his heart to diligent study.
and gets the highest grade to deserve the first prize
after the evaluation of the final examination. to say
again. the one who was foreseen and predetermined
by the teacher is left out. and the other who had been
50 naughty and mischievous got the highest grade as
the result of remores and diligent study: then can the
teacher say to the one who got the highest grade.
"'Because vou are not the one | foresaw and predeter-
mined. [ will not grant you the first prize. [ will grant
it to him whom I foresaw and predetermined at the
beginning of the vear even though he got so low grade

-

by his neglegence on the wav 7
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Perhaps there ts no such a teacher in the world who
wudges so untairly. Likewise, do vou think our omnis-
cient Father who knows evervthing from everlasting
to everlasting. the past and present. and the future,
cannot toresee His faithiul and obedient ones to be sav
cd since a long Ume ago? Nothing is hidden in }is
sight. It 1s His responsibility and right to foresee and
predestinate us. for He is our real Father who has
begotten and brought us up. None can raise objection
to His power. Who has the right to interfere in what
He does as He pleases. in begetting and raising His
own childern or giving them rewards? Parents in this
world also bestow large fortune upon the faithful ones
while upon profligate ones they give no inheritance but
rather. drive them out: and vet no one can interfere
with them.

But we have seen in the Bible that people like Balaam
the prophet and king Saul whom God had foreseen
and predestinated went astray to destruction. On the
contrary. ones like the burglar on the cross who had
led a degrading and corrupted life in the world
repented of their past sins and returned to God and
took their places and reward. Theretore I do not believe
in the theory that those whom God has foreseen and

_predestinated from the beginning of the world will be
“saved at any rate. I believe that even the Gentiles who
have not been chosen will inherit eternal life and the
kingdom of Ged if they only, though so late. like the
burglar on the cross. return and repent and obey Him.
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Theretore [ support both assertions that God has
chosen those who will be saved since the beginning
and that any one who believes in Him shall be saved.
And [ am certain that both comments of apostle Paul
and apostle John in the Bible are genuine truths that
no one needs to misunderstand or doubt.

“Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely
live. yet if he trusts in his righteousness and commits
iniquity. none of his righteous deeds shall be
remembered. But in the iniquity that he has commit-
ted he shall die. Again. though I say to the wicked.

You shall surely die’. vet if he turns from his sin and
does what is lawful and right. ... walks in the statutes
of lite. committing no iniquity: he shall surely live. he
shall not die"" {Eze. 33:13-13).

“As [ live. says the Lord God. I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked. but that the wicked turn
tfrom his way and live: turn back. turn back from your
evil ways: for why will you die. O house of Tsrael?"
iLze, 33:11

Praise the Lord! Glory to our righteous heavenly
[ather!




il. The Only True God

a mediator. Let us come boldly to our real Father so
tender and loving. who has borne and brought us up,
and leap into His bosom and talk to Him with our lit-
tle lips ot our wishes, joys. and delightful experiences.
Let us be so happy children in the bosom of our Father.

The intercession of Jesus and the Spirit written in the
Bible means that in our family when a little baby learns
to call "Mom™" and ""2addy,” because he cannot speak
clearly, mother and brothers intercede for the baby to
his daddy. Likewise it means that Jesus and the Holy
Spirit speak to the Father for us when ““we do not know
how to pray as we ought’ (Rom. 8:26}, not that They
were making intercession between a deadly criminal
and the king begging for relief on his behalf,

Qur Father in heaven, the King of the entire universe
declares today to all the inhabitants of the universe—
"As for the saints in the land. they are the noble,”
they “are My sons.”’ " in whom is all My delight'" (Ps,
16:3. 2:7), He also speaks to us, ""You are my son. ...
[ have begotten you' 'Ps. 2:7). " Ask of Me, and [ will
make the nations your heritage™™ (Ps. 2:8). ""You will
call upon Me and come and pray to Me. and [ will hear
vou ' (Jer, 29:12}, T will answer vou' (Jer. 33:3}. "You
will call. and the Lord will answer; you shall cry. and
He shall say. Here l am™ tlsa. 58:9], "'Before they cail
I will answer. while they are yet speaking I will hear™
1Isa. 63:24!. "You will seek Me and find Me: when you
seek Me with all your heart™ (Jer, 29:13). And e kind-
lv says to us always. “"¢all upon Me in the day of trou-
ble: I will deliver vou and you shall glorify Me™ {Ps.
50:151,
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Therefore Jesus also said, " Ask, and it will be given
you.... For everyone who asks receives'” (Matt. 7.7,
&!. "Ask in My name; and I do not say to you that
I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father Himself
loves you™' (John 16:26,27). *"Every good endowment
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from

‘the Father of lights™ (James 1:17}. “'You do not have,

because you do not ask™’ {James 4:2).

“Any of you, ... let him ask God, who gives to all
men genercusly and without reproaching, and it will
be given him"' {James 1:5). ""He who did not spare His
own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not also
give us all things with Him?'" (Rom 8:32}. "'If vou then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who ask him?*" (Matt.
7:11}, “"Therefore I tell you, whatever vou ask in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours™
(Mark 11:24),

""Pray to your Father who is in secret’” (Matt, 6:6),
‘We may come into God's presence with the confidence
that children have in their parents. No man is needed
to act as a mediator. In the secret place of prayer,
where no eye but God's can see, no ear but His can
hear. we may pour out our most hidden desires and
longings to the Father of infinite pity, and in the hush
and silence of the soul. that voice which never fails
to answer the cry of human need will speak to our
hearts. *The Lotd s vety pitiful, and of tender mer-
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cv’ {James 5:111. He waits with unwearied love to hear
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the confessions of the w d_and to acc {r
penitence. He watches for some return of gratitude
from us, as the mother watches for the smile of Iecogni-
tion from her beloved child. He would have us unders-
tand how earnestly and tenderly His heart yearns over
us. He invites us to take our trials to His sympathy.
our sorrows to His love. our wounds to His healing.
our weakness to His strength, our emptiness to His
fullness. Never has one been disappointed who came
unto Him. ""Your Father who sees in secret will reward
you'  (Matt. 6:6).

Prayer ts the opening of the heart to God as to a
friend. Our Father waits to bestow upon us the fallness
of His blessing. What a wonder it is that we pray so
little! God is ready and eager to hear the sincere prayer
of the humblest of His children, and yet there is much
manifest reluctance on our part to make known our
wants to God. What can the angels of heaven think
of poor helpless human beings. who are subject to
temptation. when God's heart of infinite love yearns
toward them, ready to give them more than they can
ask or think, and yet they pray so little and have so
littie faith?

Satan encloses those who neglect to pray. Why
should the sons and daughters of God be reluctant to
pray. when prayer {s the key in the hand of faith to
unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the
boundless resources iriches, power. wisdom. etc.) of
Omnipotence?
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Through sincere prayer we are brought into connec-
tion with the mind of the Infinite. We may have no
remarkable evidence at the time that the face of our
Redeemer is bending over us in compassion and love.
but this is even so. We may not feel His visible touch.
but His hand is upon us in love and pitving tenderness.

We should pray in the family circle. and above all
we must not neglect secret praver. Pray in your closet,

and as you go about your daily labor let your heart

be often uplifted to God. It was thus that Enoch walked
with God.

My brethren and sisters! Spread out your wants, your
Joy. your sorrows, your cares. and your fears before
God. You cannot burden or weary Him. He who
numbers the hairs of your head is not indifferent to
the wants of His children. ""The Lord is very pitiful,
and of tender mercy’” (James 5:11),

m.a heart of love is touched by our sorrows and even
by our utterances of them. Take to Him everything that
perplexes the mind. Nothing is too great for Him tc
bear. for He holds up worlds. He rules over all the af-
fairs of the universe. Nothing that in any way concerns
our peace is too small for Him to notice. There is no
chapter in our_experience tog dark for Him 1o read:

Gmﬂmwm:ona_nwﬁml_“oo&En:_:gm:sﬂohshﬁ@_..
No calamity can befall the least of His children. no
anxiety harass the soul. no joy cheer. no sincere prayer

escape the lips. of which our heavenly Father is
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unobservant, or in which He takes no immediate in-
terest. “"He heals the brokenhearted. and binds up their
wounds' IPs. 147:3). The relations between God and
each soul are as distinct and full as though there were
not another soul upon the earth to share His wat-
cheare. not another soul for whom He gave His beloved
Son.

Jesus says, “"You will ask in My name: and I ao&w
to you that I shall pray the Father for you: for the
Father Himself loves you (John 16:26!. "I chose
you.... so that whatever you ask the Father in My
name, He may give it to you"" (John 15:16). Our God
is a tender, merciful Father. His service should not be
looked upon as a heart-saddening, distressing exercise.
It should be a pleasure to worship the Lord and take
part in His work. God would not have His children,
for whom so great salvation has been provided, act as
if He were'a hard, exacting taskmaster. He is their best
Friend. Let us with joy come before our Father. with
“'thanksgiving and the voice of song™" ilsa. 51:3),

Praise the Lord!
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7. Our Real Father Who Has Forgiven Us om Our
Iniquity and Transgression and Sin

""The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed. "The
Lord. the Lord, a God merciful and gracious. slow to
anger. and abounding in steadfast love and
taithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands.
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity
\Ex. 34:6, 7).

Scores of centuries ago, the heavenly Father, the King
of kings who so loves and pities His children on earth,
has declared a surprising message which makes us
doubt our ears. He granted an amnesty to all the sin-
ners on earth who were doomed to death by transgres-

sion and &mam.ﬁmawrbm with fear, waiting hopelessly

for the day of execution. This message was the best

news that had ever been heard by all condemned
nnEE&m who were helplessly waiting Hoﬁ... the day of

—— = ————

execution and living in despair in the bar-less prison

At e e Y e

of earth. The general amnesty itself meant thej
But in spite of the f{act that their acquittal had _umm:
already declared, which should fill all the earthprison
with joyful exclamations and shouts of exultation. it
was 1ather strange and even more surprising to see that
none of them would attempt to take off their filthy

garments and run out of the prison to enjoy the already
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newly endowed life of glory and liberty freely. although
thousands of years have passed since the amnesty has
been declared.

Consequently. in the prison of earth was a perpetua-
tion of thie same past dark and miserable life amid op-
pressive silence without any response to the joyful
message. What is all this about? What is the reason?
[t was found that the first reason is that most of the
criminals did not hear the message as they themselves
claim, and the second is that although a few heard it,
they did not understand what it implied. That is why
this glorious and joyful message of tidings contributed
nothing to anyone in the immense prison of earth.
What a heart-breaking, sorrowful reality it is! Not-
withstanding their acquittal was already  declared
thousands of years ago, they did not hear it? Or
couldn't understand it even after hearing it? O what
a sad story it is that they all have died in the prison
for generations. transferring their prison garments from
father to son, and from son to grandson, and frem
generation to next generation! Now we can fully
understand the heart of our heavenly Father who sent
the message— "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge'™ {Hosea 4.6}, This sigh means. "My peo-
ple are dying away in earthprison without bars because
they do not know.™
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(11 T Forgive “'Iniquity and Transgression and Sin"’
'Ex. 34:7},

In this hour let us learn what the amnesty tdeclara-
tion of their acquittall meant, and why most of the
criminals on earth did not understand it.

“The Lord... proclaimed. the Lord, The Lord God.
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin" (Ex.
34:6.7, K.J.V.}. It means. I the Lord. the King of the
universe proclaim, I am the Lord: [ am merciful, and
gracious. and longsuffering. who hate to punish.
Theretore I proclaim to all prisoners under heaven, en-
joy your freedom and live happily and freely from now

on since I have forgiven your "'iniquity and transgres-

sion and sin"(Ex. 34:7).

Our mercitul Father proclaimed that He had forgiven
our tniquity and transgression and sin: then what are
the nature of these three sins that confined us so
miserably? and what makes us enjoy so complete liber-
ty as we are freed from them? Let us learn one by one
now. \ :

t11 Iniquity ... This is what sinful David sighed about,
when he said. "Behold. [ was brought forth in iniqui-
ty {Ps. 51:51. and which is what we were born with
from mother's womb. our evil inclinations we are
helpless to change. This is the root of our evil inclina-
ton. which has been so strongly extended out for 6

193 G V1




H. The Only Trive God

thousand years. that we are helpless to be freed from
it. It is an evil trait that a sinner can neither overcome
nor change. as God said in the Bible. "'Can the Ethio-
pian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither
can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil”
Jer. 13:23. N.LV.). Oar merciful God proclaimed that
he would change it for us Himself.

{2} Transgression... This is like 2 sin committed not
on purpose but by a momentary mistake by a con-
verted soul who longs and strives to live according to
the will of God. as the apostle Paul spoke, *“Wretched
man that I am!" "I can will what is right. but I can-
not do it. I do not de the good I want, but the evil
[ do not want is what I do™" (Rom., 7:24., 7:18,19), For
instance, it is likened to the guilt of an accidental
homicide committed by a mistake of a fine driver.

Qur heavenly Father proclaimed that He would
understand all these mistakes and forgive them com-
pletely.

{3} Sin ... This is the worst evil out of three. like that
which David commitied when he killed an innocent
man Urizh under elaborate plan to take Bathsheba his
wife. But as He has forgiven dreadfully sinful David
when he returned in heartbreaking repentance. He pro-
claimed that He had already forgiven all our sins that
we would commit intentionally.

"Come, let us reason together. says the Lord: though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow:
though they are red like crimson. they shall become
like wool ™ (Isa. 1:18).
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"I. I am He who blots out your transgressions for
My own sake. and [ will not remember your sins™" {Isa.
43:251.

'] have swept away your transgressions like a cloud.
and_your sins like mist: return to Me, for ] have

redeemed you' {Isa. 44:22),

Now, besides the three evils-that with which we
were born, and that which we have committed by
mistake during our lifetime, and that which we have
commniitted intentionally with no sense of shame, can
you search out any more unpardened evil in you?
Brethren and sisters! Your Father in heaven who has

begotten and brought you up with great love has be
exclaiming since several scores of centuries ago, and

again and again earnestly that He had already forgiven
all your sins through the blood of Jesus His Son. "'l
have swept away your transgressions, ... return to Me,
for I have redeemed you'" (Isa. 44:22). He has been
shouting, "I have freed you from the chain of death:
therefore live happily forever in freedom and peace.”

“"Who is 2 God like Thee, pardoning iniquity and
passing over transgression for the remnant of His in-
heritance? He does not retain His m,:wﬂ forever because
He delights in steadfast love. He will again have com-
passion upon us, He will tread our iniquities under
foot. Thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths of the
sea” tMicah 7:18,19).

“Sing, O heavens,;for the Lord has done it: Shout,
O depths of the earth; break forth into singing. O
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mountains, O forest! ... For the Lord has redeemed
(Isa. 44:23}.

"What then shall we say to this? If God is for us.
who is against us?... Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies: who is to con-
demn?... [ am sure that ncither death, nor life. nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor heights, nor death., nor
anything else in all creation will be able to seperate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord™
(Rom. 8:31-3%1.

(21 He ""Will by No Means Clear the Guilty" but Visit.
Ex. 34:7)

Qur gratelul Father has cast out our iniquity and

transgression and sin into the depths of the sea. Then
what does He mean when He says He “will by no
means clear the guilty " but visit? Perhaps there must
be some other kind of evil that cannot be forgiven.
What are these unpardonable sins and how many
would they be? Let us take a time to find the answers.

Contucius who was once referred to as the Saint of
the East classified all evils committed by men into three
thousand categories. Then how many do you think are

numbered by our heavenly Father? How many will’

they be in the sight of God? Let us direct our atten-
tion to His voice. "Says the Lord, My people have com
mitted two evils: (1! they have forsaken Me. the
fountain of living waters. and (2} hewed out cisterns

Q.4 196-971
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for themselves. broken cisterns. that can hold no
water ~ (Jer, 2:13). In the sight of our real Father who
has removed all our iniquity and transgressior: and sin.
there are found only two evils.

First is that we have forsaken and departed from God
the Source of life. and second is that we have striven
to live by ourselves apart from God the Source of life.
which implies the same as the first. Consequently in
the sight of God there is only one kind of evil. that
is 10 forsake and depart from our heavenly Father who
is the source of eternal life.

The Bible refers to this kind of sinner as whom God
“will by no means clear his guilt’* (Ex. 34:7) but visit
for sure. Then is our God one who kills and retaliate

~all His children on earth who depart from Him? 1 feel

sad when | see many people misunderstand here.
Our heavenly Father who so loved His sinful children
on earth and gave up His only Son for us, came down

‘with Him, to share agony with Him on Calvary. and

His heart was pierced. He wept hugging the dead body
of His Son who had died for the sin of the world. Can
He be the wicked God who kills and destroys merciless-
ly those children who forsake and depart from Him?
No, never. On the contrary, He has greater pity and
compassion on them than those who have returned
to Him. and He always remembers and yearns alter
them in love and tenderness. Then why does the Bi-
ble describe the sinner who commits this sin unpar-
donable? That is well illustrated in the parable of the
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vine. As the branch dries up under the sun when it
is seperated from the vine. so do the earthly children
die away exhausted of living water {life) when they for-
sake and depart from the Father who is the fountain
of living water. jesus prophesied that the soui-branches
that departed from God and dried up would be thrown
into fire at the end, saying. ~'The branches are gathered
and thrown into the fire and burmed ' {John 15:6!. They
are whom God represented as guiity that could not be
forgiven but surely visited (Exodus 34:7).
Concerning this unpardonable evil. Matthew. one
oi the disciples, testified that it is “the blasphemy
against the Spirit’” and it “"will not be forgiven either
in this age or in the age to come™ (Matt. 12:31.32),
This testimony is true and right; only in the hands of
our Father are the living water of the Holy Spirit and
the precious blood of Jesus. Our heavenly Father is run-
ning after His sinful children of earth holding the liv-
ing water of the Holy Spirit on one bhand and the
precious blood of Jesus His Son on the other hand, but
they run away all the more strongly: and how can they
find a drop of sin-clean sing blood that can wash them
clean, or the living water of the Holy Spirit that will
quench their thirst eith er in this world or in the world
to come when they left behind the Father only with
whom has their living water and cleansing blood?
Wandering around endlessly in the vast desert, they
fall exhausted and die dried up. Therefore “The
blasphemy against the Spirit..."" that “will not be
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forgiven. either in this age or in the age to come”

(Matt. 12:31.32}. does not mean that our Father of in-

finite love and mercy does not forgive, but cannot
forgive, .

Before the love of our Father greater and broader

than the universe, and before the sea of the precious

‘blood of Jesus our Brother that is surging with greater

majesty than the Pacific Ocean, can there be found any
sin too great to be washed? Not one. If there is any,
it is soly because one runs away himself from the tender
care of the Father and the precious blood of Jesus. and
without pardon he only becomes perishable. This is the
natural consequence of his own deed like reaping the
harvest of his own sowing. He "*will by no means clear
the guilty,” but visit. (Ex. 34.7).
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< What is the Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit (Matt.
12:31.520%%»

Since we drew out the stbject, let us find more about
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit before we close
this section.

Jesus told ws. "It is the spirit (the Holy Spirit) that
gives life,... the words (the Bible) that I have spoken
to you are spirit (the Holy Spirit}"" (John 6:63}, and
“the word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). That
is the Holy Spirit. He also added, ~"You are gods...
to whom the word of God came, {and the Scripture
cannot be broken!" john 10:35).

Moses was a man just like us, but he became a god
{Ex. 4:16, 7:1), because he received the word that came
out of the mouth of God (the Spirit of God).

The Holy Spirit is the Author of the entire 66 books
in the Bible; He abides in the Bible: the word of the
Bible itself is the Holy Spirit. Therefore the blasphemy
against the Spirit means to defy and reject the word
of God in the Bible This is the dreadful sin of
“‘blasphemy against the Spirit”” that “'will not be
forgiven either in this age, or in the age to come”
(Matt. 12:31.32).
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We know quite well that the reason why the king
Saul the greatly favored of God, the leader of His peo-
ple was forsaken and perished by horrible death was
no other sin {iniquity or transgression or sin) but the
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. that is. the disobe-
dience to the word of God (the Bible!,

"And Samuel said to Saul.... 'For you have rejected
the word of the Lord. the Lord has rejected you from
being king of Israel’ "’ {1 Sam. 15:26).

Jesus said. “'Every one then who hears these words
of mine (the Bible} and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house upon the rock, and the rain
fell. and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
upon that house, but it did not {all, because it had been
founded on the rock. And every one who hears these
words of mine (the Bible) and does not do them will
be like a foolish man who built his house upon the
sand: and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell:
and great was the fall of it"" iMatt. 7:24-27), "' warn
every one who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book; if anyone adds to them (the words of the Bible!.
God will add to him the plagues described in this book,
and if any one takes away from the words of the book
of this prophecy. God will take away his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city. which are described
in this book.”" ""He who has an ear. let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches’” (Rev. 22:18.19, 2:7}.
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Because the words of the Bible that proceeded from
the mouth of God the Father. and of the Son. and of
the Spirit are “spirit and life”” John 6:63), the
everlasting life. Jesus also said. *'You search the Scrip
tures. because you think that in them yvou have eter
nal life”” tJohn 5:391. "*Man shall not live by bread
alone. but by every word that proceeds from the mouth
of God™" IMatt. 4:4).

Therefore the “'two evils™" that *they have forsaken
Me™ (Jer. 2:13} means to abandon the Bible or to
disobey it although they have it. In the Bible abide God
the FFather. Jesus the Saviour. and the Holy Spirit. the
living water for perishing souls. In the Bible are found
the guarantee of pardon. cleansing blood. heavenly
kingdom, eternal life. living water, and the fruit of life.
and abound more than 3700 promises and rewards.
All of these promises and rewards are not granted to
those who listen and obey only one or two phrases or
some parts of the Bible. but to those who obey “every
word " {Matt. 4:4) of God in the Old and the New
Testaments.

Dear brethren and sisters! Your real Father in heaven
who has forgiven the tremendous evils of your life—
your iniquity and transgression and sin—asks you for
only one thing, to obay and follow the Bible; for it is
His earnest desire who so loves us, to give us eternal
lite and every rewarc that is promised in the Bible.

"My son, do not ferget my teaching. but let your
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heart keep my commandments™ Pro. 3:1'. Do not
add to His words. lest He rebuke you. and you be
tound a liar ‘Pro. 30:6'. ""You shall not add to the
word which I command you, nor take irom it" tDeut.
4:21,

"To the law and to the testimonv! If they do not
speak according to this word. they have no light of
dawn  ilsa. 8:20, N.I.V.}.

“'Behold. to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the
sin of divination. and stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry™™ (1 Sam. 15:22.23).

"My son. keep my words, and treasure up my com-
mandments with you: keep my commandments and
live. keep the teaching as the apple of your eye; bind
them on your fingers, write them on the tablet of your
heart” Pro. 3:1-3!,
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8. Our Real Father Who Personally Heals All Qur
Diseases

There are innumerable children of God on earth.
Today they are almost 5 billions in number. But we
se¢ there are just a few among all of them who know
and genuinely appreciate the heavenly Father's love
and grace. For example. many of His children get sick
and groan every day and also many of them get well
everyday. There are of course some who die of old age.
But there are none imong the healed who did not
receive the touch of His curing work.

Among ali sorts of medicines that doctors or physi-
cians prescribe. not a single drug is made of ingredients
that are not given by God. Their hands and minds and
even the knives held in their hands are all given to us
by God for nothing.

"'God who made the world and everything in it...
who gives to all men iife and breath™™ {Acts 17:24,251,
hands and feet, and wisdom in heart now speaks to
us. "'Gird up your loin s like a man, I will question you.
and you shall declare to Me. Where were you when
[ laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have
understanding’ " tJoh. 38:3.4). "Who endowed the
heart with wisdom or gave understanding to the
mind?"" 1Job. 38:36. N .1.V.), "What have you that you
did not receive? If then you received it, why do you
boast as if it were not a gift?”" {1 Cor. 4:71.
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""Thus says the Lord: 'Let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom, let not the mighty men glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; but let
him who glories glory in this. that he understands and
knows Me, that | am the Lord who practice steadfast
love, justice. and righteousness in the earth; for in these
things I delight, says the Lord"" (Jer. 9:23,24).

A doctor in the hospital performs a surgical opera-
tion on his patients with his knowledge and skill, and
puts stitches in the wounds. and applies remedies on
them. And then there is nothing more he can do for
the patients. This is the boundary of human faculty.
F'rom then on God's hand does all the works. He heals
up fractured bones and makes them strong, binds up
bloodshedding wounds so perfectly that not a drop of
water can soak into the healed skin. relieves sharp pains
and restores the skin as perfectly as original. This is
the everyday work of the Heavenly Physician.

And some of the cured patients give thanks and
praise to Jesus and the Holy Spirit for so abundant
grace. But there are few who give sincere thanks to
the Father. Of course Jesus and the Holy Spirit heal
our diseases. But I, in this section, would like to praise
highly about the healing power of God the Father.

People, with one accord, speak much about the
power of Jesus that healed all the sick on earth two
thousand years ago. But the Bible, ""the two witnesses™
“'who stand by the Lord of the whole earth™™ (Zech.
4:14, Rev. 11:3). testifies that most of the power to heal

(105 03



II. The Oniy True Cod

the sick and to raise the dead that Jesus exercised was
the power _of the Father and His hands.

It is written, ~Is any among you sick? Let him...
pray’” (James 5:14!. "'As a father pities his children,
so the Lord pities those who fear Him" (Ps. 103:13).

“Mighty works and wonders and signs... God did
through Him {Jesus! in your midst. as you yourselves
know™' (Acts 2:22). With the power of God "'He (Jesus)
went about doing good and healing all that were op-
pressed by the devil, for God was with Him'" (Acts
10:38). ""And He went about all Galilee..., healing...
every infirmity among the people... And they brought
Him all the sick, thase afflicted with various diseases
and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics. and
He healed them™ 'Matt. 4:23,24), And Jesus said.

et T e

“When ye have liftad up the Son of man, then shall

ﬁwsos...:ﬁ.w%[m@muﬁ-am&hvﬁu..az_v_,
Father ' (John 8:28:.

"l am in the Father. and the Father in Me... does
His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the
FatHer in Me: or else believe Me for the sake of the
works themselves' —healing the sick and mighty works

and wonders. "*By Myself I can do nothing’" {John

in healing the sick, raising the dead. and Em_.@ammmm

sea calm was not what 1, a man Jesus. did. but the

L —— e a—

Father.”" Yes. As He had been a true God before He
came to the earth, so was He a true human, Jesus of
Nazareth, a son of a carpenter. Therefore the man
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Jesus did not and could not raise up the dead, remove
the maladies that were afflicting His children, and
rebuke and calm the sea. The mighty works and powers
that Jesus did was the power of El@m@.uh.mmm{mum
Father who was in_Him: He Himself in His Son did
all the works. That is why Jesus said, "' Verily, verily,
[ say unto you, The Son can do nothing of Himself"
(John 5:19, K.].V.). "My Father is working still, and
[ am working" {John 5:17). ""He is kind unto the un-
thankful and to the evil" (Luke 6:35, K.]J.V.}

Truly it was God the Father who came in the man
Jesus of Nazareth two thousand years ago that laid
hands on the poor, pitiful children, who were rejected,
forsaken and left comfortless. He healed them all,
especially visiting the needy f{rom village to village,
from city to city, and from town to town.

Q what an amazing love of the Father for the world!

S T Ll N W . ———

So unbelievably wonderful is the love that caused Him,
the Majesty of heaven, King of the universe to come
down to this cursed ground, to visit every poor home
to lay His hands on His afflicted children, and heal

them. This amazing fact the world has not known, and

o ——— T == e g

it is also 2 hidden mystery today.

But the Bible shows that the disciples whe had been
taught by Jesus about the Father's healing of love for
His children and witnessed all these healings that the
Father had performed through His Son, prayed after

His ascension not to Jesus or to the Spirit, but to the

Eather to ask for His grace and help heal the sick.
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"They lifted their voices together to God and said.
‘Sovereign Lord. .., stretch out Thy hand to heal, {that!
signs and wonders be performed through the name of
Thy holy servant Jesus' ™~ (Acts 4:24.30). And the God
of infinite love answered to their prayer. " And when
they had prayed. the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken ; and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit" (Acts 4:31), and went about to heal all
the sick. Once on the way to the temple, Peter and
John saw *’a man lame from birth™" (Acts 3:2) and heal-
ed him. ""And all the people... were filled with wonder
and amazement at what had happened to him™" (Acts
3:9,10). And seeing them glorify the disciples and not
God, Peter exclaimed. "'Men of Israel. why do you
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though
by our own power or piety we had made him walk?
The God of Abrahzm and of Isaac and of Jacob. the
God of our fathers. " by healing this man in the name

of Jesus, " ‘glorified his servant Jesus™ {Acts 3:12,13}.

Truly cur real Father in heaven healed us Himself
two thousand years ago in His Son and in the disciples
and is also healing us today in the hospitals and homes.
“But they did not kmow that [ healed them."" (Hosea
11:3).

How many, among all the children of God in this
world, are there who appreciate and praise Him for
His grace and love. for curing and delivering them from
their painful diseases and caring for them all the time?
Surprisingly. there are very few. How sad the angels
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must be at the sight! There are many among the heal-
ed who feel grateful to Jesus. But it seems that there
are almost none who give sincere thanks to the Father
who deserves to receive greater gratitude from His
children. How lonely and deserted He must feel when
He sees no response of love and thanks from us! But
without a bit of a look of complaint or displeasure He
still lays His healing hand of love upon you and me
today and cares us with steadfast love and tenderness.
He continues to say to us, "'I am the Lord, your
Healer'" (Ex. 15:26),

Dear brethren and sisters! Although it is late, let us

now give thanks to our heavenly Father.

"'Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our
God... He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their
wounds'’ (Ps. 147:1-3). " Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits, who heals all your
diseases, who redeems vour life from the Pit, whe
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies
you with good as long as you live so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle's’” (Ps, 103:2-5). 'O give
thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy
endures forever. O give thanks unto the God of
heaven; for His mercy endures forever™ {Ps. 136:1,26),
for He is our real Father who heals all our diseases.

Praise the Lord!
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9. Our Real Father Who Is Working Diligently
for Each of His Children

t1' Our Heavenly Father Who Works Diligently

Most of my brethren in the world seem to think that
our heavenly Father is a God-who does nothing
Himself but is in a state of idle inactivity and requires
of all the angels and men to glorify, praise and pay
reverence to Him sittin g on the throne. He is also look-
ed upon as a stern judge searching for the faults and
wrongdoings of the sinners to punish them like a harsh
and mean tyrant. But this is the most grievous
misunderstanding and perversion.

Let us listen to the testimony of our Eldest Brother,
Jesus Christ. the very Son of God who has been with
Him from eternity and from the beginning of the foun-
dation of the earth.

It is written. ""The Lord’” started "*His works of old ™
"'in the beginning of His way' ~before He had made
the earth with its field s. or the first of the dust of the
world. When He established the heavens. [ was there.
when He drew a circle on the face of the deep. when
He made firm the skies above, when He established
the foundations of the deep, when He assigned to the
sea its limit, so that e waters might not transgress
His command. when He marked out the fountains of
the earth. then I was beside Him. like a master
workman," " helping F-im *'and [ was daily His delight.
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rejoicing before Him always™ (Pro. 8:22, 26-30).

"'My Father is working still. and | am working."™
" Truly, truly, [ say to you. the Son can do nothing of
His own accord. but only what He sees the Father do-
ing: for whatever He does, that the Son does likewise™
{John 5:17,19). ~'I can do nothing of Myself'" (John
3:30, K.J.V.).

Truly our heavenly Father has been working diligent-
ly for all His children in the universe since the begin-
ning of the world and will not cease His work and
service torever. But He never becomes tired nor weary.
“"Have you not known ¢ Have you not heard? The Lord
is everlasting God. the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary, His understanding
is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to
him who has no might He increases strength' {Isa.
40:28, 29). "I am the Lord your God, who stirs up the
sea so that’its waves roar—the Lord of hosts is His
name'’ ([sa.51:5),

(2) Our Heavenly Father Who Supplies the Needs
of All His Creatures

Jesus tells us concretely about the works of His Father
in detail.— 'Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them... And consider the lilies
of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin:
vet I tell you, even Selomon in all his glory was not

. . 1 a
L Y 4 - Vg inila - o
ﬁ : i e g . ..,.J,_. i am.....«.;._

(1I0-1111 109



If. The Oniy True God

arrayed like one of these,”’ for He clothed them so
beautiful... "God so clothes the grass of the field.
which today is alive, and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven ' (Matt. 6:26. 28-30). Moreover, *'who provides
for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God.,
and wander about™’ in the sky ''for lack of food?"" Your
Father. your heavenly Father feeds them (Job 38:41).

“Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the
appetites of the young lions? When they croach in their
dens’” in hunger. your Father also feeds them (Job
38:39.403.

“"He covers the heavens with clouds, He prepares
rain for the earth, He makes grass grow upon the hills™
{Ps. 147:8). And He "'causes the grass to grow for the
cattle, and plants for man to cultivate’™ (Ps. 104:14),

And ""the sea. great and wide, which teems with...
innumerable living things both small and great... These
all look to Thee... When Thou givest to them. they
gather it up. When Thou openest Thy hand, they are
fifled with good things"™" (Ps. 104:25-28),

"'Pray then like this Our Father in heaven ... Give
us today our daily bread.” And He will give "all men
generously and without reproaching’ (Matt. 6:9-13.
N.LV., James 1:5}. "'The eyes of all look to Thee, and
Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou
openest Thine hand, Thou satistiest the desire of every
living thing™" (Ps. 145 15,16},

" Lord, how manitold are Thy works!™" (Ps. 104:24!
No one can count or number them.
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(3} Our Real Father Who Takes Unceasing Care of Us

“*Jesus said, 'Peace be with you ' (John 20:21).

""Are not sparrows sold for a penny? And not one
of them will {all to the ground without your Father's
will. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Fear not. therefore: you are of more value than many
sparrows ~ (Matt. 10:29-31),

1 God clothes the grass of the field"” with so tender
love "'which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will He not much more clothe you' whom
He has begotten and brought up with so great love?
IMatt. 6:30) O men of little faith!... Do not seek what
you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be of
anxtous mind. For all the nations of the world seek
these things: and your Father knows that you need
them.” and provides them to you (Luke 12:8-30).

"'But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,
and all these things tfood. clothing, house, treasures!
shall be yours as well” iMatt. 6:33).

Do not love the world or the things in the world.
If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not
in him, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and The lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not
of the Father but is of the world. And"’ after a little
while ""the world passes away. and the lust of it; but
he who does the will of God abides forever'' (1 John
2:15-17), Therefore "'if we have food and clothing with
these we shall be content’" {1 Tim. 6:8).
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arrayed like one of these.”" for He clothed them so
beautiful... "God so clothes the grass of the field.
which today is alive, and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven  'Mart. 6:26. 28-301. Moreover. “who provides
for the raven its prev. when its voung ones cry to God.
and wander about” inthe sk " for lack of food? Your
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Father. vour heavenly Father feeds them (Job 38:411,

“Can you hunt the prey for the lion. or satisty the
appetites of the young lions? When they croach in their
dens’ in hunger. vour Father also feeds them {Job
38:39.401

“"He covers the heavens with clouds, He prepares
rain for the earth. He makes grass grow upon the hills™
Ps, 147:81, And He " causes the grass to grow for the
cattle. and plants for man to cultivate™ {Ps. 104:141,

And "'the sea. great and wide. which teems with...
innumerable living thir gs both small and great ... These
all look to Thee... Waen Thou givest to them. they
gather it up. When Trou openest Thy hand. they are
filled with good things'™ 1Ps. 104:25-28},

Pray then like this Our Father in heaven ... Give
us today our daily brexd.”” And He will give “all men
generously and without reproaching’” tMatt. 6:9-13,
N.LV.. James 1.5/, "The eves of all look to Thee, and
Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou
openest Thine hand. Thou satistiest the desire of every
living thing "~ 1Ps. 143:13, 16!,

"0 Lord. how manitold are Thy works!™ iPs, 104,24
N0 one can count or number them.
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'31 Our Real Father Who Takes Unceasing Care of Us

“Jesus said. ‘Peace be with you ' {John 20:21).

" Are not sparrows sold for a penny? And not one
of them will fall to the ground without your Father's
will. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Fear not. therefore: you are of more value than many
sparrows’ (Matt. 10:29-31,

1t God clothes the grass of the field' ™ with so tender
love "which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into
the oven, will He not much more clothe you'* whom
He has begotten and brought up with so great love?
(Matt. 6:30! O men of little faith!... Do not seek what
you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be of
anxious mind. For all the nations of the world seek
these ithings: and your Father knows that you need
them.” and provides them to you (Luke 12:8-301.

"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.
and all these things tfood. clothing, house. treasures!
shall be yours as well ™ {Matt, 6:33!,

Do not love the world or the things in the world.
[f anyone loves the world. love for the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world. the lust of the flesh
and ‘the lust of the eves and the pride of life, is not
of the Father but is of the world. And’ after a little
while “"the world passes away. and the lust of it: but
he who does the will of God abides forever™ {1 John
2:15-17+. Therefore "if we have food and clothing with
these we shall be content” (1 Tim. 6:8t
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" As a father pities his children. so the Lord pities
those who tear Him. " " As one whom his mother™ of
his flesh “"comtorts, so" He “will comiort vou.”” He
will "“satisty vou with good as long as vou live so that
vour youth is renewed like the eagle’s™ Ps. [03:13.
Isa. 66:13. Ps. 163:3.5),

"He is not far from each one of us. for in Him we
live and move and have our being:... indeed we are
His ofispring’" tActs 17:27.281,

Our Father in heaven is the source of life. of wisdom.
and ot joy. Look at the wondertful and beautiful things
of nature. Think of their marvelous adaptation to the
needs and happiness. not only of man. but of all liv-
ing creatures. The sunshine and the rain, that glad-
den and refresh the earth . the hiils and seas and plains.
all speak to us of the love of the Creator. our heaven-
Iy Father. It is God who supplies the daily needs of
all His creatures.

"(God 1s love ' is written upon every opening bud.,
upon every spire of springing grass, The lovely birds
making the air vocal with their happy songs, the
delicately tinted flowersin their perfection perfuming
the air. the lofty trees of the forest with their rich foliage
of living green—all testizy to the tender. fatherly care
of our GGod and to His desire to make His children
happy.

Moreover His power i5 revealed on the pulsation of
the heart, on the movement of the lungs. and on the
thousands of bloodvessels that circulate every organ of
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the whole body. Every passing moment of our ex-
istance we owe to Him our well-being. He takes care
of us with greater pity than that of a mother hugging
her baby groaning in sickness. His heart of love is
touched by our sorrows and even by our utterances
of them.

- Not a sigh is breathed out of our mouth. not a pain
felt. not a grief pierces our souls. but the throb vibrates
to His heart.

There is no other such taithful, devoted. loving. and
kind head of a family as our heavenly Father in the
world. He is also the most tender Caretaker as a head
of our universal family.

Unlimited is His love for us. ~"But Zion said, The
Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me. Can
a woman forget her sucking child, that she should have
no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these
may forget. vet 1 will not forget you. Behold. 1 have
graven you on the palms of My hands: your walls are
continually before Me™" (Isa. 49:14-16).

“You whom [ have upheld since you were conceiv-
ed, and have carried since your birth. Even to your
old age and gray hairs I am He, [ am He who will sus-
tain vou. I have made you and [ will carry you; 1 will
sustain you and [ will rescue you'' (Isa. 46:3.4).

Praise the Lord! Glory to our Father who takes
unceasing care of us

Praise the Lord!
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10. Our Real Father Who Gives His Holy Spirit
to Us Sinners

As 1 go to new areas of missionary work I frequently
ask the believers this question.— "Dear friends! God
has promised to pour His Holy Spirit upon us: then
will He give it to the pure and holy and blameless. ones
or to the wicked, filthy, abominable sinners?” And
most of them reply with one voice, *"Of course to the
pure and holy and blameless ones.™

As | hear such replies from my fellow believers, I feel
much sorry. And the talk leads us to open the Bible.
"Let us learn from the Bible now whether He has tru-
ly spoken that He would give it to the good and
blameless. Let's open Luke chapterll.” I suggest. And
we have a period of interesting Bible study.

[n Luke chapterll Jesus said, ""What father among
you. if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give
him a serpent: or if he asks for an egg, will give him
a scorpion?... How much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"
(Luke 11:11-13}, "And be not worried, therefore, ask.
and it will be given you: seek and vou will find: knock.
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives. and he who seeks finds. and to him who
knocks it will be opened™ {Luke 11:9.101,

To whom did He say "Ask. and it will be given vou™"?
Let's look it up again in detail.

114 i116
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""You then who are evil ... the heavenly Father gives
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him"™" {Luke 11:13).
We are assured that He has promised to give His Spirit
to the evil. Yes. it is true. When the Holy Spirit, the
third God. comes to a sinner by grace. he finds
himself a sinner and is led to repent of his past sins,
and then his life becomes pure. born again, and
becomes at last a blameless sanctified man.

One the contrary. if a sinner attempts to make
himself pure and good enough to receive the Spirit
before he comes to God first to receive it. he will never
become good enough to receive it. nor have the op-
portunity for it. It is also an absurd and presumptuous
sin.

* My people have committed two evils; they have for-
saken Me, theFountain of living waters (Holy Spirit?,

and hewed out cisterng. that can hold no water {Holy
Spirit)~ Jer. 2:13), Toward these people God says,
"You fool! " "'Can the Ethiopian change his skin or
the leopard its spots’’ by themselves? ''Neither can
you do good."" without the help of the Holy Spirit.
“who are accustomed to doing evil"" (Luke 12:20. Jer.
13:23. NL.LV., |

"You shallow men."" "'neither say™ you "in"" your
“heart. 'Let us now fear the Lord our God. that giveth
rain, both the former and the latter in His season’.
Your iniquities have turned away these things and your
sins have withholden good things (the Spirit of them
former and latter rain) from vou.” ~"Therefore the
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showers have been withholden, and there hath been
no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou
refusedst to be ashamed'" (James 2:20. Jer, 5:24.25.
K.J.V., Jer. 3:3, K.].V). They at last become like those
who have lost forever the opportunity to be saved and
cry, "'The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and
we are not saved " {Jer. 8:20). But while they were spen-
ding time foolishly in striving to make themselves pure
and holy enough to receive the Holy Spirit, God was
also earnestly waiting for them to come to Him to
receive the Spirit, allowing them time and opportunities
with perseverence; but they persistently would not
come to Him to receive it.

Therefore He says, *'I will scatter you like chaff driven
by the wind from the desert.”" **This is your lot, the
portion I have measured out to you, says the Lord,
because you have forgotten Me and trusted in"" your
own "'lies”” (Jer. 13:24 25},

“If you say in your heart, “Why have these things
come upon me,’ It is for the greatness of your iniqui-
ty" (Jer. 13:22). *"Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How long
will it be before you are made clean?'' (Jer. 13:27).
~The greatest sin of those who profess to be Chris-
tians is that they neither seek the Holy Spirit nor om:
their hearts to receive it. Desires for m&wﬁﬁmmm and
holiness are good as far as they go; but if you stop here,
and do not seek the Holy Spirit, they will avail nothing.
Many will perish while only hoping and desiring to be
true Christians,
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“"Now there was a2 man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews™* (John 3:1). He was
truly a man who endeavored to keep the laws, to live
a pure, holy, pious life, and to be a sanctified man all
by himself. But contrary to his striving and endeavor
his life was a succession of bitter disappointment and
distress and disillusion resulting from continual
atrophy and failure.

At last he determined to meet Jesus of whom he had
heard by rumors. As he came to Him one night he did
not expose his miserable state before Him and said with
concealed heart, 'Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do, unless God is with him" (John 3:2). But
He who clearly knew his miserable state and sym-
pathized with his agony did not respond to his mean-
ingless speech, but gave him the very answer to the
cry from the deep of his heart—"'Lord! What should
I do to be sanctified, and to join the holy people of
God's kingdom? " He answered, *'Verily, verily | say

unto you, Except a man be born again. he cannot see

the kingdom of God'* {John 3:3, K.J.V.}.

e it e et

To say it again, "Truly I teach you aright; unless one
first receives from God His Holy Spirit to be born again

v g o et —— =~

by it, and becomes a regenerate man by receiving a

new life from above, he cannot see the kingdom of
Ooa " But he {ailed to comprehend Jesus’ words, and
‘retorted with an absurd question unworthy of a well-

informed Jewish ruler, '‘Nicodemus said to him. ‘How
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can a2 man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and be born? '™
{John 3:4]. And He taught him again more particular-
ly. “*Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born of... the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God"’ {(John 3:5). That is, “Truly I teach
you again;xuniess a sinner receives from God His Ho-
ly Spirit to be transformed into holiness by its power,
and becomes born again, all his efforts to become sanc-
tified by himself and to mnﬁﬂ. heaven will avail nothin m
and prove impossible.

Therefore from that hour this struggling soul settl-
ed all hidden problems after one interview with Jesus,
became one of His most faithful disciples, who from
then on began to live a regenerated life by submit-
ing to the leading of the Holy Spirit; and after His
crucifixion, although all other disciples had forsaken
Him and run away. he alone “brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes about a hundred pounds” weight"
{John 19:39) and bravely received Him with sorrow
at His death. °

Many today “'lust for’’ the Spirit. “‘and have not:
ye kill, and desire to have. and cannot obtain:... ye
have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not,
because ye ask amiss. that ye may consume it upon
your lusts’’ (James %m.w_ K.J.V.).

% Truly, the Spiri

sion like the evil E:omﬁm of those who
neither feel need nor seek for it. It is so pure ag
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a_dove that it only comes to those who invite it with

kindness; it is not given in answer to the pravers om
[ RELLTT 0

those who seek it touse it for astentation and selfish

purpose. It is given to those who are willing to obey

— - # with the humility of a child.

Today Jesus is exclaiming to the humble. Jesus stood
up and proclaimed, "‘If any one thirst, let him come
to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scrip-
ture has said, 'Qut of his heart shall flow rivers of liv-
ing water "' (John 7:37,38), **Now this He said about
the Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to
receive’’ (John 7:39}.

Isaiah exclaims too, “‘Every one who thirsts, come
to the waters (Holy Spirit}; and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat... without money and without
price ' {Isa. 55:1).

Peter exclaims too, ' 'Peter said to them, ... 'Every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ... shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and
to your children and to all that are far off, every one

whom the Lord our God calls to Him™" {Acts 2:38,39).
The apostle Paul exclaims too, ~"'When the goodness

and lovingkindness of God our Saviour appeared, He
saved us, not because of deeds done by us in
righteousness, but in virtue of His own mercy, by the..

renewal in the Holy Spirit. which He poured out upon
us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that we
might be justified by His (the Holy Spirit's) grace and
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- well have no need of a physician, but those who are

‘ners”' ‘'who are not sanctified yet (Rev. 22:17, Matt.
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become heirs in hope of eternal life’” (Titus 3:4-7).

% The IE\EE_,..HUMW%H: and the

ey

'Bride say, ‘Come’. And let him who hears say, ‘Come .
And let him wheo is thirsty come. let him who desires
Those who are

1% 4

sick... ,For I came not to call the righteous, but sin-

9:12,13).

4 Our heavenly Father is more willing to give the Ho-
ly Spirit to those who serve Him than parents are to
give good gifts to their children. When the Spirit of
God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the
lite. It all were willing all would be filled with the Spirit,
and have the experience of regeneration and attain to
the state of sanctification.

""As the body apart from the spirit is dead.” *'if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His
(James 2:26, Rom, 8:9, K.].V.} XThe promise of the Ho-
ly Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race, Christ
declared that the divine influence of His Spirit was to
be with His followers unto the end of the world. From
the day of Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter
has been sent to all who have yielded themselves fully
to the Lord and to His service. The lapse of time has
wrought no change in Christ's parting promise to send
the Holy Spirit as His representative. It is not because
of any restriction on the part of God that the riches
of His grace do not flow earthward to men. If the fulfil-

120 1121-1221

10. Our Rea! Father Who Gives
His Holy Spirit to Us Sinners

ment is not seen as it might be. it is because the pro-
mise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were
willing, all would be filled with the Spirit.

_»The children of God are not those whose hearts are
sometimes touched by the Spirit. who yield to its power

“now and then. It is only those who are led by the Spirit.

always that He acknowledges as His children. It is time
to receive the Spitit today when whoever seek for it
can receive. Seek and pray earnestly for the blessing
of the Spirit, and believe for it. We must have it, and
heaven is waiting to bestow it.

"Ask, and it will be opened to you. For every one
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened. What father among you,
if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him
a serpent;or if he asks for an egg, will give him
a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him? " (Luke 11:9-13),

"'He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him
up for us all, will He not also give us all things with
Him? " {Rom 8:32}. .

" Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full”
(John 16:24),

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father in heaven
who bestows His Holy Spirit upon us sinners!
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11. Our Real Father Who Has Bestowed Another
Fruit of Life upon Us His Fallen Children

t1) People Who Enjoy Foolish Adventure

In order that Adam and Eve, the first children of God
on earth who had not yet experienced death or pain,
might live a life of eternal happiness without death,
our Father showed them the ways and conditions for
everlasting life. And He also warned them of the terri-
ble pit of destruction in which they might fall if they
would disregard the conditions, and gave them
cautions and instructions repeatedly to be on guard
against it,

As for the condition for eternal life of happiness He
said, "' The Lord God made to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life
also in the midst of the garden’” (Gen. 2:9}. *'The Lord
God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to till it and keep it... and commanded the man, say-
ing, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden,"™
and live monmﬂmw (Gen 2:15,16).

As for the way that leads to the pit of death He warn;
ed him clearly, saying, " You shall not eat of the fruit
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, "that is “'the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. for in the day that you eat of if you

shall die’” (Gen. 2:6. 3:3, 2;17),

Therefore now Qﬁﬂ were well wnmc.:n_“ma in regard
to the ways and conditions for cternal lifc as well as
122 {123}
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for death. But these first children fearlessly attemp-
%355 and foolish adventure: they(trifled with
the words of their truthful real Father and inclined their
ears to the whisperings of the enemy who had climb-
‘ed over the wall of Eden and enticed them into par-
taking of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
which was full of deadly poison of death. The adven-
ture attempted by trifling) the words of the Father
Hmm:_nma immediately in rapid %nmmmw\om the deadlys
.mzmo: through their whole/bodies.and souls) and their

MBEonm:Q that was ?.oﬂaoa on condition of obe-

dience was forever forfeited. Who could know, in the
moment of temptation, the terrible consequences that
would result from one wrong step taken against God's
word by following the enemy’s suggestion? How could
they love adventure so indiscreetly as to dare doubt
their Father's words?

But my brethren and sisters! Do not be astonished.
Many more children than the first two, millions and
tens of millions of God's children of today are at this
very hour enjoying the same dreadful adventure as did
the first holy pair in the beginning, and all are flooding
in a lump into the great snare of death, forming a flood
of corpse. Some may be perplexed and ask. ""What do
you mean by that?'" But it is true that almost all the
human race on earth, excluding a few, keep eating that
very fruit of the forbidden tree that the first holy pair
ate and died, and they are all going down toward
destruction.

(123-124 123



Ii. The Only True God

Then before I tell you about the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, let me tell you about one more thing,

There are only two ways for life and death either in
Eden or on this earth today and in the future heaven-
ly paradise too.<All who partake of the tree of
knowledge become doomed to degradation and death
by its poison. And all who forsake the forbidden fruit
and only enjoy taking the fruit of the tree of life become
the heirs of eternal life of happiness both on earth and
in heaven. This is the only immutable law of life and
death that the Creator our Father has established who
is ""Alpha and Omega. the beginning and the ending. '
(Rev. 1:8, K.]J.V.)

We well know that there were both tree of life and
tree of the knowledge of good and evil in Eden. and
that they will also be present in the future paradise.
But we do not know what is today's fruit of life and
the forbidden fruit which is very important to know
for our survival today.

+{2) The Tree of Life that é&ven the Fallen Sinners can
Partake of and Live

Let usnow learn about tody's tree of life. When Adam
and Eve tried to hide their shame hurryingly with fig
leaves right after their transgression when the robe of
light that had enshrouded them disappeared, our Father
of infinite love and mercy provided them with a garment
of sheepskin, a garment of the Saviour's righteousness,
instead of their lost robe of glorious light.
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Moreover, for His earthly children who were wander-
ing around after having forfeited the tree of life that
sinners cannot partake of. He provided another tree
of life that even the greatest sinners can partake of
and live forever: that is the word tree of life that pro-
ceeds out of His mouth who is the source of eternal
life as He said, “"Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of
God’_tMatt. 4:4). This is why Peter said. ‘"Lord to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life"
(John 6:68),

Now, only by partaking of the word tree of life, we
sinners become enabled to restore the life everlasting
that we have forfeited in Eden. This is another form
of the tree of life that our Father mercifully bestowed
upon us as we were wandering around after having
lost access to the life-giving fruit in Eden. Jesus also
added, "It is the spirit that gives life... The words (Bi-
blel that I have spoken to you are spirit and life”* (John
6:63). “'You search the Scriptures, because you think
that in them you have eternal life.”" ‘*‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God'’ (John 5:39, Matt. 4.4).

O what a wonderful and precious gift of our heavenly
Father for His sinful children! Now we need not sor-
row for the life-giving fruit that we have forfeited in
Eden. This another form of life giving fruit is not in
the slightest degree inferior to that in Eden in bring-
ing us eternal life. On the contrary it is more conve-
nient to take. and with the same effect. The only
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differences are in their forms. in the method of par-
taking of and the location of the trees,

The former one was the fruit on the tree; we were
able to see it with our eyes. pluck it with our hands,
and eat it through our mouth, and it was in the midst
of the Garden. But the latter one is made of letters
which altogether constitute His word that is filled with
His Spirit and life, that we see through the eyes of the
soul, and pluck with the hand of the heart, and eat
through the mouth of the soul. It is located in the midst
of the Bible; anywhere in the world the Bible is found
we can easily obtain it and eat and live. We need not
attempt to go to the Eden. Moreover. in Eden only
the sinless ones could partake of it. but that which we
have now sinners and anyone can freely pluck and eat
and live forever. Should we not praise and thank our
Father for this?

Moreover, He has given us the walking word tree
of lite. that is. Jesus Christ His Son. He said. "' am
the bread of life.”” *'I am the living bread which came
down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread. he
will live forever' (John 6:48, 51},

Truly. Jesus Christ is the Tree of Life that brings us
perfect eternal life, that has been given from God; He
is the Word that has been with God from the beginn-
ing (John !:1). And this ""Word was made flesh. and
dwelt among us. and we beheld His glory,... full of
grace and truth,”’ and He was the Tree of Life, {John
1:14, K. J.V)
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(3) The Beautiful Fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge
of good and Evil that enchanted Man

Now the story of the tree of knowledge. In the
Garden of Eden the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil was standing in parallel with the tree of life in the
middle as if they were in jeolousy of each other. "“The
tree of life in the midst of the garden and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil " stood parallel (Gen.
2:9). "'But God said. "You shall not eat of the fruit of
the tree, ... neither shall you touch it (Gen. 3:3),

As the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was
standing in parallel competitively with the tree of life
in the midst of the garden, so is today's forbidden tree
standing jealously in parallel with the word tree of life
in the midst of the Bible. And as the tree of knowledge
became a tree like the tree of life in Eden, today’s tree
of knowledge is a word tree like the word tree of life:
standing in the midst of the Bible being the tree con-
sisting of words as well.

Today the fate of every member of the entire human
race depends upon which tree he chooses to partake
of; either the word tree of life, or the word tree of
knowledge that are standing in parallel in the midst
of the Bible.

As for the forbidden fruit in Eden in the beginning,
it was not of ugly appearance as we think of a deadly
fruit to be, it was standing in strong jealousy of the
other, and not in the slightest degree inferior to it in
appearance. in beauty. and in fragrance: it seemed

(127-128: 127



Il The Only True God

peerless in all respects. As Eve, a paragon of beauty
beheld it, she was so fascinated by it that she could
not remember the fruit of the tree of life standing right
beside it: and standing aghast, she found it "good for
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
gaining wisdom'’ (Gen. 3:6). Then she was led to doubt
her Father's words, murmuring to herself ""How fair!
[ wonder why my Father has forbidden me such a
tender and beautiful fruit as this! I wondeér why!"” We
can imagine that it was so beautitul as to excel the tree
of life.

O the forbidden tree so exceedingly beautiful in the
sight of Eve, who could even dream of it to be so
poiscnous that it could kill all mankind!

This was a result that only those children who believe .

the words of the Father to the letter and obey Him
without reasoning, could possibly guess. As the for-
bidden tree so bewitched man, so is the tree of
knowledge of today in the midst of the Bible bewit-
ching and destroying all Adams and Eves in the world,
for it is so poisonous enough to kill all the human race.
Who will expose this grievous fact before the world
and warn of its danger? Yesterday and today, every-
day, millions and tens of millions of my brethren and
sisters who partake of this dreadful tree are setting their
feet in the path that leads to destruction forming a
flood of corpse.

128 1128-1291

11. Our Real Fathar Who Has Bestowed
Another Fruit of Life upon Us His Fallen Children

{4) Analysis of the Life-giving Fruit and the Forbid-
den Fruit

Now we will learn what they are made of.
a. The Fruit of the Tree of Life

As it was, in Eden, made of God’s pure love and life
itself without any poisonous foreign matter, so is to-
day’s word fruit of life made of nothing but of His love,
mercy, and tenderness—the true doctrine of the Bible
that God His whole self is love.

Love is the light and life of God. With Him is no evil
and no poisonous character; His life and whole entity
is love. If He could be deprived of His love, He would
pass away immediately like the sun deprived of its rays.
His whole heart and life is love; He Himself is made
of love. He does not have even the shadow of evil but
only goodness, mercy and steadfast love. The doctrines
and truths that teach the love of God as discovered
from the Bible are today's word tree of life that gives
light and joy and (everlasting} life to the children of
earth, And from the lives and characters of those who
eat of this tree of life bear also various fruits—'‘love,
joy, peace. longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance’’ (Gal. 5:22,23). These are
the nine fruits of the Spirit, peculiar fruits of regenera-
tion that can be produced only by those man-trees who
eat of today’s heaven-sent fruit of life.

b. The Fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Ewil

As it was a mixture of good and evil in the garden
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of Eden, s0 is today’s forbidden fruit a mixture of most-
ly good and a little bit of evil added to it. As, in our
homes, when we would try to catch rats, we make
raticides with grains or sweet potatoes or something
else and a little amount of rat poison and disguise it
to look beautiful, so was the fruit of the forbidden tree
in Eden so beautiful that it looked ""good for food,
delightful to the eyes.”” and fragrant, but it was mix-
ed with deadly poison. Likewise, Satan the great enemy
of today has made in the midst of the Bibie his
fascinating tree of knowledge; the mixture of the truth
of God’s mercy, love, and tenderness, and his plausi-
ble doctrines and cunning suggestions. To analyze it
more closely, it apparently emphasizes that God is a
God of love, mercy, and goodness, but on the other
side, it suggests that He is a strict and stubborn God
who is reluctant to forgive sinners, but takes pleasure
in destroying them, so relentless that He finds satisfac-
tion in the fiery judgment, fearful and dreadful in con-
trast with Jesus. These suggestions are his colorful
doctrines devised to destory all the children of God
on earth. These are the fruits of the word tree of
knowledge that Satan the great adversary has set up
dauntlessly in the midst of the Bible so that he might
destroy all the human race.

To say it again, all the teachings and doctrines that
apparently seem to begin with God’s character of love
and mercy, but looking into the inside of the story.
they cannot testity plainly nor speak with strength
about the love of God, and rather conclude with a fear-
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ful impression that He is a stern Judge, cruel to sin-
ners. These are the fruits of the forbidden word tree
that kill the children of God today. All the children
of God who partake of this tree of knowledge offer
prayers and praises only to Jesus, and depart further
and further away from the Father the source of life and
love, who loved them '*so much that He gave His on-
ly begotten Son.”" who is ‘‘the fountain of living
waters' ' {eternal life!, and they fall exhausted and die
oft in the vast desert, beside the '‘broken cisterns'’ {Jer.
2:13).

In this hour our loving God and Jesus are exclaim-
ing to us loudly, "“You shall not eat of the fruit....
neither shall you touch it,"” “for in the day that you
eat of it you shall die"”’ (Gen.3:3, 2:17).

(5) Symptom of the Souls Who Partake of Either Fruit
and the Means to Cure Them

When I was a little boy there was a clever puppy at
my home. He was so cute and clever that everyone
loved him and he was my best friend. One day as he
became quite big something strange happened. He had
always taken kindly to me, but suddenly he stopped
recognizing me: and without any response to my calls
he started jumping all over the place with virulent eyes.
I'was too little to know what was going on at that time;
my parents told me later that he had eaten the raticide
that neighbors had put somewhere to kill rats. His
violent spasm was the symptom of having eaten the
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poison, After a few minutes he died. If [ had attemp-
ted.to hug him out of pity as usual. he would have bit-
ten me his master and his friend in a fury. Although
several decades have passed. [ still cannot forget the
tragic death of my friend and the appalling fitful symp-
tom ot a dog striken by a raticide.

Likewise. if God's children are. through whatever
agencies, led to take the fruit of knowledge just once,
its poison contaminates all through the body. mind,
and soul; its symptom is more terrifying than that of
a dog striken by a raticide.

The normal eyes and mind of one’s soul become
completely deranged to lose his sanity. and so loving
and merciful heavenly Father is looked upen as a devil
of appalling feature: from thence he seeks to escape
from His presence. It was the case with Adam and Eve
in Eden. No sooner had they eaten the poisonous fruit
ithe fruit of the forbidden tree) than the Father whom
they had so loved and become so attracted to and who
had been their best Friend suddenly began to look
loathsome and dreadf{ul. They should have run out to
meet their Father at His visiting call as before. but once
they had eaten the fruit. His approaching sound led
them to flee in a horror and they sought to hide
themselves. ""And they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day. and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord (God among the trees of the garden™ (Gen.

3:81, But He called them. who are still His loving
friends and children ag before, in His usual tender
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voice. ~"Where are you? "'1Gen. 3:9). and there came
back an absurd answer, '] heard the sound of Thee
in the Garden. and [ was afraid... and hid mysell™
(Gen. 3:101. ~Alas!”" He graspped the situation and
said, ""Have you eaten of the tree of which [ command-
ed you not to eat?” (Gen. 3:11). This was the first
symptom of insanity after the holy pair ate the fruit
of the tree of knowledge.

From then on until today innumerable children of
God have been deceived by the great murderer Satan,
and have been eating of the forbidden fruit again and
again, becoming mad and still mad, dying and
perishing unceasingly until today. Alas! Who will warn
the people of this appalling fact?

On the other hand those who have partaken of the
truthful tree of life that is lumped with God's pure love,
light, and. vitality, have restored their original mental
power and eyes of the soul, and they behold their
Father in the light of the true knowledge of His
character and image of infinite love, mercy. and
tenderness. And they are led to love and follow their
Father more closely than Jesus. Like Adam and Eve
before the transgression, they rejoice at cuddling up
to their Father's bosom of love and cling to His arms
of love as the little ones love to cling to their daddy’s
arms. They are again able to live a happy life on earth
today and walk with Him as His close friends as Enoch
walked with Him for three hundred years as His friend.

QOur greatest need of today is the life-giving {ruit of
the word tree of life. We need true shepherds who can
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impart the fruit of life to the people. On the pulpit the
true shepherds will teach not only the love of the Ho-
ly Son Jesus but of the unspeakable love of the Father
with great power exclaiming as Apostle John did.—
"Behold the love of the Father!"' And through their
teaching. people will be drawn to the Father. the Foun-
tain of living water, and be united with Him, and will
abide in His bosom. And the Father will impart to them
the eternal life and *'every good endowment and every
perfect gift"" (James 1:17), and at last the bartier that
has seperated the earthly children from their Father
for six thousand years will be broken down; it will be
the day that “'the hearts of the fathers are turned to
their children, and the hearts of the children to their
fathers” —~a day of reunion so inspiring and glorious
(Mal.4:6),

From hence whether awake or sleep they become im-
mersed in the wonderful Father's love and their life
becomes a succession of greatest happiness and greatest
joy. They are led to love their Eldest Brother Jesus more
and more whom God has sent:; they are innocent lambs
who follow Jesus the Lamb wherever He goes, and
become real children of God who live only for the glory
of God "'whether eat, or drink: or do anything’' (1 Cor.
10:31}, and become the heirs to the life of God—the
eternal life. These are the orders to pass in crossing
the threshold of eternal life that He has designed for

His children who partake of the fruit of the word tree
of life,
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But the churches and believers who partake of i._m
tree of knowledge that Satan presents to them are dif-
ferent: the preachers on the puipit neither can mnmmnw
and testify the Father's love nor know about His love
themselves: for they themselves are in deep mmaw:.mmm
about it. And they are always in a rmv# of speaking
of Jesus., but are not able to say ﬁEEG about the
greatness of the Father's love, and their followers mﬁ-
fer from thirst and hunger for the love of God. the liv-
ing water for their souls and are brought to the verge
of death for lack of the knowledge of His love, and
misunderstand His character; and the enemy Satan
grasps this opportunity and represents Him as a mmmw-
ful, cruel tyrant, and seperates them mons.m.w.WoE :ﬁﬁ
heavenly Father who is the *‘Fountain of living water
(Jer. 2:13), Therefore filled with false conceptions of
God who is the source of love and life. they fail to come
out to receive the unlimitedly pouring sunrays of His
love that is brightening the way like a burning sun.
and become surrounded by the cloud of misapprehen-
sion and darkness of terror, and at last vanish from
this world forever. Therefore the first purpose for Jesus
to come to this earth was to remove the darkness of
the clouds of misunderstanding that kept the sunrays
of God's love from shining upen us to bring us eter-
nat life and light. "'Since therefore the children share
in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of H.:w
same nature, that through death He might destroy him
who has the power of death, that is, the devil. and
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deliver all those who through fear of death were sub-
ject to lifelong bondage. For surely it is not with angels
that He is concerned but with the descendants of
Abraham’" {(Heb. 2:14-16). He also exclaimed that eter-
nai life is first to know and receive the infinite love
of the Father “'the only true God,” and second. to
know the love of Jesus Christ and follow *"Him whom
He had sent” {John 17:3). If anyone knows just one
of their love or does not know either one of them, his
eternal iife is imperfect like a car with one sided wheel
that cannot take him to heaven. It is also like an eagle
with one sided wing which is impossible to ascend to
heaven.

Brethren and sisters! Let us inquire of ourselves and
reflect upon our past belief. Have [ been imparting to
others the fruit of the tree of life or of the tree of
knowledge? Have [ been living on the fruit of the tree
of life or on the tree of knowledge? The symptoms
manifested in ourselves plainly tell us. Was it a life of
fear and escape from God or a life of overtlowing ioy
with as much love for the Father as for Jesus whom
He has sent?

If we have been taking something other than the fruit
of the tree of life. we should escape from it immediately
and wisely as we are warned,—'"'Save yourself like a
gazelle from the hunter. like a bird from the hand of
the fowler’” (Pro. 6:5}). Instead. in order to be saved
and cured from the poison of the fruit of the tree of
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knowledge which spread through the whole body, we
should immediately come to the tree of life and eat
of it. It is also standing in the midst of the Bible. As
we partake of it. it will counteract the poison spread
through the body like melting snow. and the sunrays
of our heavenly Father will cure our souls completely.
At the same time our mind and eyes shall be restored
and we will see Him as He really is who loves us so
much. And exclaiming ‘O He has been so loving
Father to me.”” we will surrender ourselves wholly to
His love, and leave His bosom never again. We will
live as His sons and daughters conforming to His
perfect image and character, and will become little
Jesuses who possess the fine character of Jesus as He
was sent by God to be our example, and will ascend
to heaven with Him,

This is our real Father's another gift, the fruit of the
word tree of life that He has granted in boundless love
for His fallen children on earth.

Now we will end this section by drawing a summariz-
ing diagram.
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The First Tree of Lite and the Tree
of Knowledge in Eden

/

The Tree of Life

Purposc of the Tree

Liernal life for God's
children

| The Tree of Knowledge

Prevention of Satan’s
power

invigorating vitality

Location [n the midst of the In the midst of the
(Garden of Eden Garden of Fden

Task to represent God, the  [to represent Satan, the
King of life King of death

Shape of the Fruut beautiful fascinating

Constituents ull of God's tull ol poison of the

king of death

Symptoms and
States of Those
whao Partakelt

138

1; have correct eyes and
see Him as He is and
follow Him with joy

Z bodv. mind. and soul
is filled with God's
virality. and live z lifc
full of love, jov. and
peiace

% live a lifc
transforming
continually into His
character and image

4 live a life filled with
o

and become good heralds
of the liie-giving frun

¥ go mad and lose
one's head and look
upon God as a wicked
Zod and a stern tyrant.
and live a life of escape
from fear

Z: bedy. mind. and soul
feel burdensome. tired.
flagging. full of
discomlort, (retfulness.
without peace

3 live a life
transiorming
continually into the
malicious character and
image of Satan

4 e g hie filled with

anxicty and fear and
become evil agents of

TR T

11 Our Real Father Who FHas Bestowed

Another Fruit of Lite ypon Us His Fallen Children

The Tree of Liie

The Tree of Knowledge

Satan by distributing
{ruit of the tree of
knowledge

—

Result of taking It

whoever takes it obtains
eternal life

whoever takes it becomes

perished

Today’s Tree of Life and Tree

of Knowledge

T

The Tree of Life

The Tree of Knowledge;

Purpose of the Tree

Eternal life for God's
children

Destruction of God's
children

Location

In the midst of the
Bible '

In the midst of the
Bible

Task

Lead to God. the sourcd
of life to give
eternak life

Lead to Satan, the king
of death to destroy

Shape of the Fruit

Undisguised stmple
truth of the Bible as
revealed plamndy n o

Complicated plausible
truth of some Scriptural
words mixed with other
adulterated cunning
suggestions
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Constiruents

The truth that heavenly|
Father is fove. His
whole is love.

Good ridings from
heaven that bring light,
jov. lorgiveness of sin,
happiness. and eternal
life for sinners.

Fearful. unpleasant
theories from Satan
which gives heavy
burdens to sinners. giv-
ing suggestions andd im-
pressions that God is
love but He is a stern
Judge whao is reluctant
Ly forgive sinners.
pleased to punish them
with fire, and tills the
souls with feartul con
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The Tree of Life

The Treeof Knowledge

Heratds ot the bruit

Crod the Father. lesus
Chnst the Holy Spiric
the anyels. true
messengers led by idis
Spirit

Satan the devil. evil
angels. talse minsters
wd by othe evil sparit

seymptoms and
Conditons of Those
.,,_...T:

artake of I

b

1 have clear mind and
spintual eves and see
the IFather of love as
He is. and love and
lollow Hem with jov.

2 Soul. mind. and
body is filled with vigor
and vitality of God and
live a life of peace. joy.
and happiness. and
love all mankind as
they love their family
and themsekves.

hecom
therr heart and mind
cannot accept the plain-
ly stated scriptural
testimonics that God is
leve: they cannot
believe it but daubt
and distrust in their
heart. e is looked
upon as a dreadful
od,

& Adter taking this
fruit ifalse truthi. one's
heart and soul at times
feel momentary ecstacy
and fanarizal joy and
happiness at first. but
the aftermath is a
greater sense of emp-
tiness discomfort. skep-
ticism, and disheliet in
redemption. They
reitetate the name of
Jesus habitually and of
the Father as a matter
of tormalism but have
no love for Him in
heart. Thev rather un
consciousty scek 1o
evade from His
presence, and live a life
of restless. irrtared
heart and soul.
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The Tree of Life

The Tree of Knowledge

Z live a lite rransiorm-
ing .no:s_._ﬁw:w. into the
loving character of the
heavenly Father and
the image of Jesus.

@ Become faithful
heralds who go forth
with joy Lo impart to
their brethren and
kinsmen the word-tree
of life.

3 As days go by. the
truc meaning of
regeneration or sanct—
tification becomes
harder to comprehend:
theur character become
more and more seli-
righteous, proud.
begated. and un
consciously live a life
conforming 1o the mind
and character of Satan.

4 Become faithful
agents of Satan who go
forth in a hurry, blindly
and fapatically 1o m-
part the ward-tree of
knowledge to others.

Kesult of Taking It

Lead themselves and
others to the everlasting
kingdom where the
heavenly Father is
waiting for them.

Lead themselves and
others to the vale of
desolation where
abound evil spirits.
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_Us Bear Eruit

“Jesus said unto him, Verily, verily, i say unto thee,
FExcept a man be born again. he cannot see the
kingdom of God™" (John 3:3, K.]J.V.. ..zmﬁi not that
I said unto thee, Ye must be born again™ {John 3.7,
K.J.V.). "'That which is born of the flesh is flesh™" at
any rate; “and that which is born of the Spirit is spizit ™
at any rate. "'Except a man be born... of the Spirit.
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God™ {John 3:6.5.
K.J.V.h

And I say unto you™" (Luke 11:9, K.J.V.), "I am the
True Vine, and My Father is the Husbandman. Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away
and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that
it may bring forth more fruit” (John 15:1.2. K.J.V.)

As whether the harvest of the field is rich or scanty,
and whether the fruit trees are fruitful or fruitless de-
pend on the hands of the farmer, so does it depend
on the hands of the great Farmer "husbandman’™ (John
15:1. K.].V.}, the Lord of heaven and earth whether
the fruits of character in human-trees on earth are fruit-
ful or fruitless.

The most industrious Farmer in the universe, our

Father takes away harsh and rough branches from our
nrmamﬂmam with E_m pruning shears :orz 15:2), and
_geod branches of nw.mnmnﬂonm He trims and nc::ﬁmm
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j s trees bearing good fruits to transplant
them to His beautitul Garden. "For the vineyard of
the Lotd of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men
of Judah are his pleasant planting™ (Isa. 5:7}. “'You did
not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide™" {John 15:16}. '"The fruit of the Spirit
_is love. joy, peace, longsuffering. gentleness, goodness,

?:r Eanrnomm temperance; against such'’ fruit bear-

sal D id, ““Evéry
Uam:n: of %ﬁﬁ.mhmmm_mo m.,::lmm takes away, and
every branch that-does bear fruit, He prunes, that it
may. v.mmn more fruit’” (John 15:2). “‘Therefore 1 tell
you,  "Not every one who says to Zm. hoH.n__ Lord',
shall enter the kingdom of heaven but'' it will _um

et —r

_given to a nation producing the »N@.@Q!@EQ of it,’
“who does the will of my Father who is in heaven™
(Matt, 2143, 7:21. 21:43]. T
‘When I stand before the congregations I sometimes
ask the people, "'Are you indeed Jesus' disciples?”
"Yes, we are His disciples.”
" Are you sure you are mma_ﬁ& aﬁ:v
“Yes, I am sure I am saved.’
I frequently hear such brisk answers. But [ continue,
“Then let us be confirmed through the Bible whether
we are indeed His disciples, who are saved.”" And we
open the Bible. Jesus said, *'Ye bear much fruit. so shall
ye be My disciples’™ {John 15:8, K.J.V.). *‘But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. longsuffering,

———————
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gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance
(Gal. 5:22,23, K.J.V.),

“You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every
sound tree bears good fruit.”’ the fruit of the Spirit.
“but the bad tree bears evil fruit’” (Matt. 7:16.17}.
“which are these: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft; hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like... They
which do such things"' are not My disciples and **shall
not inherit the kingdom of God'" (Gal.5:19-21, K.J.V.}.
"Therefore i tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a nation producing the
fruits of it"' (Matt. 21:43). **Examine yourselves.”” 'be
not deceived; God is not mocked’” (2 Cor. 13:5,K.].V.,
Gal. 6:7, K.J.V.), Therefore “‘bear fruit that befits
repentance,”’ and without bearing fruit ‘‘do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our father’: for I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe™
of judgment *'is laid to the root of the trees: every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire'’ (Matt. 3:8-10), Thus we end our
conversation and start examining ourselves solemnly
and offer prayers of contrition,

Truly it is not earthly rank. nor birth, nor nationali-
ty, nor religious privilege, which proves that we are
the heirs of heaven or the members of family of God.
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Those who have the character of God, who possess

Iﬁm love, a love that "m_.bvnmnmm all humanity_are the

(=L R v

n of God.

Now let us mnﬁ back to the story of the Great

“Husbandman™ {John 15:1, K.].V.). He is speaking to
us, "'Son of man, how does the wood of the vine sut-
pass any wood?... [s wood taken from it to make
anything? Do men take a peg from it to hang any vessel
on? Lo, it is given to the fire for fuel’’ (Ezek, 15:2-4),
Yes, it is not because the vine looks as beautiful or love-
ly that it is esteemed above many trees. On the con-
frary it is not more beautiful or useful than other trees.
It cannot be made into any vessel, or a peg, or any
lumber for building a house; it is useful for nothing
but to be thrown into the fire. But there is one reason
that makes it an object of admiration of all beholders
among all other trees: it is because of its fruits. The
fruits cover all imperfections and defects of the vine
and make the whole vine look beautiful. But without
the {ruits it becomes the most useless and ugly tree
among all other trees. The grapevine is ourselves, *'for
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah are His pleasant planting'* (Isa.
5:7).

“"Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt (world), .
and planted it.”" ""And the vineyard Thy right hand
hath planted, and the branch Thou madest strong for
Thyself"" (Ps. 80:8.15, K.J.V.). "He gathered out the
stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine™
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(Isa. 5:2, K.J.V.). ""He pruned and hoed and command-
ed the cloud to rain upon it”" (Isa. 5:6)— "“the former
and the latter rain'' {Joel 2:23), and "made His sun
rise on it"" (Matt. 5:45}, and *'digged about it and put
on manure  (Luke 13:8).

Now the Great ''Husbandman™ {John 15:1, K.J.V.}
says, ~'What more was there to do for My vineyard,
that I have not done in it?"’" I loved-My vineyard “'so
much that [ gave My only begotten Son.”” ""When 1
looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild
grapes?"" (Isa. 5:4, John 3:16, Isa. 5:4). "'Yet ] planted
you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. How then have
you turned degenerate and become a wild vine?™" (Jer.
2:21). "He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness, but behold, a cry!"" sa. 5:7).

I have heard the following story. Somewhere in my
country {Korea) there is 2 pear farm, where some trees
on a part of the land bear much bigger and more pears
without the fertilizer or manure than the trees in the
elsewhere do. After probing the cause, it was found
that during the Korean War (the June 25th Incident
of Korea in 1950} dead bodies of numerous innocent
people were thrown into the huge digged hole in the
ground and buried in it. And after many years people
planted pear trees on the site without knowing it. And
because the dead bodies of the innocent people became
marnure, it causes great harvest each year.

Our heavenly Father the Great 'Husbandman'™
{John 15:1, K.J.V.} in heaven so loved the house of
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Israel, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts, and the men of
Judah His pleasant planting that He has buried His only
Son Jesus under the vine of Judah (Calvary) in the
midst of the vineyard (the earth) and has been eagerly
waiting to see them bear good fruits in proportion to
the Good Manure. Now He is saying, *‘What more was
there to do for My vineyard, that I have not done in it?

| have given My only Son to be the manure for them™
(Isa. 5:4),
But afterward there came from His lips a sound of

a grievous sigh of disappointment and despair; '“When
[ looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild
grapes?'” ([sa. 5:4), *'I planted you a choice vine, whol-
ly of pure seed. How then have you turned degenerate,
and become a wild vine?" (Jer. 2:21).

And the expectation of the Great Husbandman has
been broken in pieces. O what a great number of peo-
ple, without the good fruits (Gal. 5:22,23), the genuine,
sacred fruits of character, are saying chimerically, '
am a child of God. I will enter heaven. 1 am saved !
Notwithstanding they have made His grace futile and
disappointed Him so bitterly they still jubilate, call-
ing, "Lord, Lord.”" Let us listen to the voice of the
Holy Husbandman again. *‘Now I will tell you what
I will do to My vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and
it shall be devoured; 1 will break down its wall, and
it shall be trampled down. 1 will make it a waste; it
shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns will
grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain
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no rain upon it™" (Isa. 5:5,6). ""For ten acres of vineyard
shall yield but one bath, and a homer of seed shall yield
but an ephah’ (Isa. 5:10).

The Bible is exclaiming toward Israel today, ~Turn
back. turn back from your evil ways: for why will you
die, O house of Israel?"" (Ezek. 33:11). "Come... before
you are driven away like the drifting chaff, before there
comes upon you the fierce anger of the Lord, before
there comes upon you the day of the wrath of the
Lord™ (Zeph. 2:2). "'Sow for yourselves in
righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow
ground’” of your heart: '*for it is time to seek the Lord,
till He come and rain righteousness upon you'' (Hosea
10:12, K.J.V.).

Our real Father who is “"merciful and gracious and
slow to anger,”” weak in punishing His children, He
is again exclaiming, "'l you return, O Israel, says the
Lord, to Me you should return....Remove your
abominations from My presence,”” come and *'circum-
cise yourselves to the Lord, remove the foreskin of your
hearts... lest My wrath go forth like fire, and burn with
none to quench it, because of the evil of your doings"
Her. 4:1.4).

“Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your
_Umnwmraﬁmm " “"For I am merciful, saith the Lord, and

2ep m:mﬁ forever'" (Jer. 3: 2.12, K. ].V.)
mymmmma be the God and Father of our Lord umm:m

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings

in heavenly places in Christ.”" “"He hath begotten us
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again unto a lively hope.”” with the “holy and
blameless"’ in character and "'to an inheritance..
reserved in heaven for you' (Eph. 1:3.4, K.]J.V., 1 Pet.
1:3.4, K.J.V.),

To the Holy Husbandman our real Father who has
given His only Son Jesus to be manure for us to pro-
duce fruits of our sacred characters, and is giving us
the fresh rain of the Holy Spirit from heaven boundless-
ly, and pruning our character-branches to make us
beautiful. glory and praise forever and ever!

Praise the Lord!
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13. Our Real Father Who Has Given Up His
Cnly Begotten Son to Save Us .

“"Behold. what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew Him not" (1 Jehn 3:1, K.J.V.})

“'In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through Him" (1 John 4:9,
K.J.V.}. ""He does not deal with us according to our
sins, nor requite us according to our iniquities. For as
the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His
steadfast love toward those who fear Him'' (Ps.
103:10,11),

“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear Him,"" “'like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him'" (Ps.103:17,13, K.]J.V.},

""He hath made Him (His Son Jesus Christ) to be sin
for us (sinners), who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him'" (2 Cor. 5:2].
K.J.V.). “"He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro-
pitiation for our sins, " *'For God sent not His Son in-
to the world to condemn and punish the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved'" (1 John
4:10, K.J.V., John 3:17, K.].V.}. O what a great and
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unconditional love of our heavenly Father! *'Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us.
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”
(1 John 4:10, K.J.V.). "All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and
the Lofd hath laid on Him'" His Son Jesus "'the ini-
quity of us all”” (Isa. 53:6, K.J.V.), It was to “‘deliver
all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong bondage™" under the power of death **for surely
it is not with angels™" of heaven *'that He is concern-
ed but with the descendants of Abraham,’' the sin-
ners of earth (Heb 2:15,16). What a reassuring and
cheerful message worthy of all praise!

“"He is gracious to him, and says, Deliver him from
going down into the pit” of death , *'[ have found a
ransom’ ' {Job 33:24)

O what an amazing love of our heavenly Father it
is! If it had not been for His gracious provision, who
could have escaped from the horrible pit of death?

"Herein is love, not that we loved God,"" but '"He
first loved us™ {1 John 4:10,19, K.].V.). *"My son (you
sinner) | God will provide Himself a2 lamb for a burnt
offering™ (Gen. 22:8, K.J.V.). "'Return unto Me: for
I have redeemed thee™ (Isa. 44:22).

Praise the Lord! *'Thou hast held back my life from
the pit of destruction’" (Isa. 38:17).

Though all these evidences have been given, the
enemy of good blinded the minds of men. so that they
looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as
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severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive of
God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice.—
one who is a severe judge. a harsh. exacting creditor.
He pictured our heavenly Father as a being who is wat-
ching with jealous eves to discern the errors and
mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon
them.

It was to remove this dark shadow. by revealing to
the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to
live among men, It was to make manifest the-Father
that the Son of God came from heaven. *"No man hath
seen (God at any time: the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father. He hath declared Him "
{John 1:18, K.J.V.},

It is from the Father's heart that the streams of divine
compassion, manifest in Christ, flow out to the
children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying Saviour was
God “"manifest in the flesh™ (1 Tim. 3:16}. None but
the Son of God could accomplish our redemption; for
only He who was in the bosom of the Father could
declare Him. Only He who knew the height and depth
of the love of God could make it manifest. Nothing
less than the infinite sacrifice made by Christ in behalf
of fallen man could express the Father's love to lost
humanity,

"God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son.” He gave Him not only to live
among men, to bear their sins, and die their sacrifice.
He gave Him to the fallen race forever. He who was
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one with God has linked Himself with the children of
men by ties that are never to be broken. Jesus is ""not
ashamed to call them brethren’ ' (Heb. 2:11, K.LV.):
He is our Sacrifice. out Advocate, our Eldest Brother,
bearing our human form before the Father’s throne.
and through eternal ages one with the race He has
redeemed—the Son of man. And all this is that man
might be uplifted from the ruin and degradation of sin
that He might reflect the love of God and share the
joy of holiness.

The price paid for our redemption, the infinite
sacrifice of our heavenly Father in giving His Son to
die for us, should give us exalted conceptions of what
we may become through Christ. As the inspired apostle
John beheld the height, the depth, the breadth of the
Father's love toward the perishing race, he was filled
with adoration and reverence; and failing to find
suitable language in which to express the greatness and
tenderness of this love, he called upon the world to
behold it,

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God"’ (1 John 3:1, K.J.V.). What a value this places
upon man! Through transgression the sons of man
became subjects to Satan. Through faith in the aton-
ing sacrifice of Christ the sons of Adam may become
the sons of God. By assuming human nature, Christ
elevates humanity. Fallen men are placed where.
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through connection with Christ, they may indeed
become worthy of the name “"sons of God."" Such love
is without parallel. Children of the heavenly King!
Precious promise! Theme for the most profound
meditation! The matchless love of God for a world that
did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power
upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity to
the will of God. The more we study the divine
character in the light of the cross. the more we see mer-
Cy. tenderness. and forgiveness blended with equity
and justice, and the more clearly we discern in-
numerable evidences of a love that is infinite and a
tender pity surpassing a mother's yearning sympathy
for her wayward child.

""He 1s gracious unto him. and saith, ‘Deliver him
from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom’
(Job 33:24, K.J.V.}.

(152}
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For God so loved the world

That He gave His only begotten Son,

That whosoever believeth in Him

Shouid not perish but have everlasting life,
That whosoever believeth in Him

Should not perish but have everlasting life.
Should not perish but have everlasting Iife.
Heavenly Father loved me a sinner

And gave up His only Son.

That I might be brought to His arms.
What a wondrous love it is fo me!

That I might be brought to His arms.
What a wondrous love it is to me!

What a wondrous love it is to me!

. My Father so loved me

And He will again send His Son.
That I might have life there above
With Him to live for eternity.
That I might have life there above
With Him to live for eternity,
With Him to live for eternity.
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14. Our Real Father Who Was Tormented with His
Son on the Cross to Save Us

""Behold, the hour cometh, vea. is now come. that
ve shall be scattered. every man to his own, and shall
leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with Me"" (John 16:32, K.J.V). This is what
Jesus our Eldest Brother said to His disciples who
would abandon Him just before He would be crucified
on the cross as a sacrificial Lamb for sinners on earth.
He knew that although His disciples would flee away
leaving Him alone, His Father, who had not sent His
innocent Son alone into this fearful world of devil, but
came down with Him to walk with Him from the
manger of Bethlehem, would never leave Him alone
but stay with Him to the end.

“"Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted
up the mo: om man, then shall ye know that ... He that

BH 1 do mg.mﬁ _Fomo @Emm vaﬁ w_wm.wo I_B ao::
8:28,29, K.].V.). "'Behold, the hour cometh. yea, is
now come, that ye shall be scattered. every man to his
own. and shall leave Me alone: and yet [ am not alone.
because the Father is with Me™* (John 16:32, K.J. V..
“"Know.., that the Father is in Me. and I in Him."" ']
and My Father are one” (John 10:38.30, K.J.V.).
Therefore “"whosoever shall receive Me receiveth Him
that sent Me.”" “"and he that despiseth Me despiseth

14 Qur Real Father Who Was Tormented with
His Son on the Cross to Save Us.

Him that sent Me"" (Luke 9:48. 10:16, K.J.V.}.

In other words, “‘whosoever accepts Me accepts Him
that sent Me, whosoever treats Me unkindly treats Him-
unkindly who sent Me, and whosoever persecutes Me
persecutes Him that sent Me "' *"The Father is in Me,
and I in Him"™ (John 10:38, K.]J.V.}.

Therefore whoever crucifies Jesus the Son of God
crucifies His Father who walks with Him as one, for
Jesus is one with His Father {John 10:30).

Truly the agony of Jesus the Son of God in Isaiah
33 is also the agony of the Father.

“"Who hath believed our report? (Isa. 53:1, K.J.V.).
When ""He (Jesus) was despised and rejected of men.’
the Father in-Him was despised and rejected of them.
When He was despised *‘as one from whom men hide
their faces, "’ the Father was likewise despised in Him.
“And we esteeemed Him not™" (Isa. 53:3). When He
{Jesus! has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,
the Father in Him has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows (Isa. 53:4), When He was wounded and bruis-
ed for our transgressions and iniquities, the Father who
was embracing Him was wounded and bruised (sa.
53:5). _ .

Many years ago. | heard from a minister whom I
reapect a lot, an experience that he had had during
<the June 25th Incident of Korea> when he was a
little boy. At that time he had a widowed mother and
an elder sister. The planes of the enemies were pour-
ing out bombs on the area he was living, and the
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bursting sound filled all over the air. And his mother
called him and his sister into the room helter-skelter.
saying. ~~Whether we live or die. let us share our fate.”
And she made him lie flat on the floor. and her
daughter on top of him. and threw herself upon them
as to cover them for protection. O what a sacrificing
love of a mother for her children! Perhaps she thinks
as if she were a bulletproof iron plate that could pro-
tect her children safely under her. She was thinking
to herself, "'If the bombs of the enemies should fall
upon me I would first burst and then my daughter and
hopely my only son will be spared!”” What a great love
of 2 mother for her only son!

Now Jesus says, 'If ye then, being evil” (Luke 11:13).
love your children so much, how could your heavenly
Father send His only Son alone into the world of
darkness where abound furious enemies? Truly ""the
Father is in Me, and I am in’" the bosom of “‘the
Father ' {John 10:38}. "'l and the Father are one™ {John
10:30). Yes, when Jesus, the only Son of God was
wounded and bruised, the Father who was embrac-
ing Him was first wounded and bruised. With His
chastisement and stripes we have peace and are heal-
ed: but it was really a chastisement and stripes of our
heavenly Father who was holding Him in His arms {Isa.
53:51.

When the violent Roman soldiers and the more in-
sidious Jewish leaders were nailing down mercilessly
to the hands and feet of the only Son of God. they
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were nailing down to the hands and feet of the Father
who was embracing His Son in His bosom. When Jesus
the Son was crucified on Calvary in the midst of the
carth between heaven and earth. the Father who so
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son
and became one with the Son (John 10:30) was also
crucified. *'Behold. what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us. that we should be called the
sons of God... The world... knew Him not™’ {1 John
3:10. Behold the Father who, in order to save the world.
came down with His Son to the land of Judea!

Behold the Father walking with His Son from the
manger of Bethlehem to the hill of Calvary!

Behold the Father and the Son surrounded by the
throng mocking and insulting like starving wolves and
furious “"dogs’"! iPs. 22:16),

Behold the Father and the Son who. to save sinners.
are hung on the cross of Calvary between heaven and
earth! O what an incomprehensible sacrifice of the
Father and the Son “'which passeth knowledge! (Eph.
3:19. K.].V.} It cannot be measured by our finite mind
and understanding. .

If I were an artist [ would draw not one but two
crosses on Calvary—one big, the other little: of the
Father and of the Son.

I was much inspired while reading my favorite books.
<Steps to Christ> and <The Desire of Ages>.

"God sacrificed Himself, in Christ. for man's

redemption. ‘God was in Christ. reconciling the world
unto Himself” 12 Cor. 5:19,7

UL T |

37 38 159



H. The Only True God

"From the time when He appeared as a babe in
Bethlehem, ... to Calvary, the storm of Satan's wrath
beat upon Him, but the more mercilessly it fell, the
more firmly did the Son of God cling to the hand of
His Father, and press on in the bloodstained path.”

"'God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself’ (2 Cor. 5:19). God suffered with His Son. In
the agony of Gethsemane, the death of Calvary, the
heart of Infinite Love paid the price of our redemp-
tion."

“In the thick darkness'" of Calvary "God's presence
was hidden... The Father was with His Son. Yet His
presence was not revealed ... And in that dreadful hour
Christ was not to be comforted with the Father's
presence... In the thick darkness, God veiled the last
human agony of His Son."

""No eyes could pierce the gloom of God's presence
that surrounded the cross, and none could penetrate
the deeper gloom that enshrouded the suffering soul
of Christ.”" "'But God suffered with His Son,"

""The hosts of heaven (angels) veiled their faces from
the fearful sight. Inanimate nature expressed sympathy
with its insulted and dying Author. The sun refused
to look upon the awful scene. Its full, bright rays were
illuminating the earth at midday when suddenly it
seemed to be blotted out... In that thick darkness
God's presence was hidden... All heaven was filled
with amazement... What a startling scene it was to the
universe of heaven!”
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“God loved the sinners so much that He gave

Himself in the body of Christ, that He might save all

humanity.”’

" God loved the world that He gave’ not only “"His
only begotten Son"" but Himself, ‘that whosoever™
beholds the Father and the Scn on Calvary and«
“believeth in Him'* and His Father *'should not perish
but have everlasting life”” {John 3:16}.

Praise the Lord! Glory to oyr Father!

—The Two Crosses—

On a lonely hili far away

Are standing two crosses in parallel.

One, big

The other. little.

The big one is of the Father.

And the little one of the Son.

My Father and Eldest Brother

Just for me one sinner were crucified there.
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—Hymn—

1. On a hill far away stood there two old crosses.
The emblem of suffering and shame,
There the Father and the Son, for to save fallen
ones
Suffered untold torment and pain.
Refrain: So I'll cherish the two old crosses
Till I come to see the great nail pierced
hands.
Just for me a sinner on the hill
Slain the Holy Father and the Son.
2.0n the hill Calvary stood there two old crosses
Just for me the Father and the Son were slain
With so precious biood and death infinite sacrifice
was made,
‘Twas for all my life everiasting
3.0n the hill Golgotha stood there two old crosses
To save me His prodigal son;
Holy Father and the Son gave up throne in heaven.
What a wondrous love for me alone/!

162 (159-160!

15. Our Real Father Who Abides in Us Personally

""Thus saith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy; 1 dwell in the high and-
holy place, with him also that is of g contriteand Gum--

“Ble 3pirit, to revive the spirit of the-humble, and tg

revive the heart of the contrite oneg’” {Isa. 57:15,
K. LV . .

The high and lofty One, King of the universe, our
Father says that as He abode in His Eldest Son Jesus
He would abide with His little sons and daughters of
today: what an amazing fact it is! How does He abide
in us then? For "God is™ not a flesh but ’a Spirit™
(John 4:24), He abides in us through His Spirit. And
He becomes a personal Friend and Father for every
child of His. The Spirit of the Father, His Holy Spirit
can either revive or destroy all the children of earth.

It is Spirit that quickeneth, * and the Spirit is life.
(John 6:63]. Where the Spirit of our Father abides, the
world and sinners can live, and where the Spirit is left
neither the world nor sinners can survive. [t is because

the Spirit of our Father is life for sinners and the world.
In the Bible we can see that it was not the flood but
the withdrawal of the Father's Spirit from the world

that caused the wicked world in the days of Noah to
be destroyed completely.

The Lord said. "My Spirit shall not abide in man
forever, for he is flesh. but his days shall be a hun-

(161} 163



If. The Only True God

dred and twenty years™ iGen. 6:3.

Therefore He had granted to the world His Spirit for
a hundred and twenty years, and after that He
withdrew His Spirit and buried their lifeless flesh in
the water. O what a fearful and indispensable Spirit
of our Father it is! Only this Spirit is our life everlasting

Where the Spirit of our Father abides. there are eter-
nal life. everlasting liberty, everlasting love, joy, peace.
and happiness. Moteover, when the Spirit comes to
us, the heavenly Father becomes our personal Friend
and a personal Father as He was with Enoch. And with
Him we eat, drink. work. talk, and walk along. This
is a life of Enoch, and of Jesus, that which should be
ours positively. It is only such children whom our
Father will take to His kingdom as His permanent real
permanent real children. o

Jesus said, “*You will be dragged before governors
and kings for My sake, to bear testimony before them
and the Gentiles. When they deliver you up. do not
be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to
say: for what you are to say will be given to you in
that hour; for it is not you who speak but the'" Holy
"“Spirit of vour Father speaking through you'" {Matt.
10:18-20). The high and lofty One, the King of the
whole universe, our heavenly Father who is no less
humbler than Jesus declares that He would abide with
His lowly, sinful children to share their trials, and as
they would be dragged before wicked governors and
kings, He would follow them and make replies on
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behalf of them as a sinner though He Himself is sinless.

O behold our heavenly Father. the King of the
universe, giving answers pliantly and receiving guilty
condemnation before the mean, wicked kings and
governors of the earth! Among all men and angels in
the universe who can find out one humbler and
tenderer than He? Now we see that the humble Jesus
was exactly like His Father in character.

""The Lord, your God, is in your midst. a warrior
who gives victory; He will rejoice over you with
gladness, He will renew you in His love: He will exult
over you with loud singing'' (Zeph. 3:17).

"The God who made the world and everything in
it, being the Lord of heaven and earth, ... gives to all
men life and breath and everything... Yet He is not
far from each one of us, for in Him we live and move
and have our being... We are indeed His offspring”
(Acts 17:24-28),

And Jesus said. *‘'Verily, verily, I say unto you. He
that believeth on Me, the works that | do'* while walk-
ing with God as one "'shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do: because I go unto My
Father,” *"For the Father Himself loveth you'" {John
14:12, K.].V,, 16:27. K.].V.).

Thus as Jesus our Eldest Brother on earth was “"one”
with the heavenly Father abiding in Him, we are also |
able to abide with and become one with our heavenly
Father. the high and lofty One. This is what Jesus men-
tioned about in His last prayer to His Father. "'[ pray...
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that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art
in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us
(Father and Me)"" "'that the love with which Thou hast
loved Me may be in them, and I in them™ (John
17:21,26).

Therefore the call of the Visitor in Revelation,—
""Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear My voice, and open the door, [ will come in to
him, and will sup with him, ahd he with Me"" (Rev.
3:20, K.].V.},—is nét only the voice of Jesus our Lord
but also of our heavenly Father who has come to us.,
This is also the merciful call of our Father that was
heard by Adam His first fallen son after his transgres-
sion. "The Lord God called to the man, and said to
him, "Where are you?' ' {Gen. 3:9}. He is also seeking
for us today with the same call.

I remember a story of the President Eisenhower in
America. One morning he was reading a newspaper,
in which an article moved the heart of the President.
It appeared that there was a little boy called Henry who
was about to die of lung cancer. and as people around
him asked of his desire, he answered, "My last desire
is to see my dear President Eisenhower just once.”” No
sooner had he read this article than he abandoned his
busy official duties and ran out of the White House
and drove through cities and street and back streets
toward Henry's home in order to fulfill his last desire:
and knocked at the door, And his father shouted hasti-
ly, who had been greatly distressed with his dying son,
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"Who is ringing my doorbell at such an early hour?"’
And the President rang the doorbell again. And
Henry's father shouted with abusive language toward
him. But he, in gentle voice, said. *~"'Would you please
let me in?"" Henry's dad in pajamas and with the angry
face came out and opened the door, shouting.

"Don’t you have any manners?”

"'l am sorry. [ came to see your son aiter reading the
morning paper.

If a king of this cold, wicked world stooped himself
to satisfy a little boy's desire, disregarding all his im-
portant business matters and such insults. how much
more should our heavenly Father, who has begotten
and brought us up. come and knock earnestly at the
door of His perishing children’s heart?

Dear brethren and sisters! Let us not treat our lov-
ing heavenly Father, the merciful President of the
universe as Henry's dad did. but run out with joyful
shout and welcome Him who has abandoned all
heaven to come down to this earth just to see us, and
receive Him forever as our personal Father.

He alone is our everlasting life, joy, love, happiness,
and our Friend. \

Praise the Lord, and glory to our real Father who
has come to abide with us!
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16. Our Real Father Who Resurrects Us and Gives
Us Eternal Life

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son,’and His purpose was ''whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life”” (John 3:16, K.J.V.). :

Eternal life is that “*which God, who never lies, pro-
mised ages ago'’ (Titus 1:2}. "'For He will render to
every man according to his works: to those who by
patience in well-dong seek for glory and honour and
immortality, He will give eternal life’* (Rom. 2:6.7).
“that whoever believes in Him (Jesus! may have eter-
nal life’” (John 3:15/,

Therefore to those who follow the devil and live a
sinful life He will repay them with *'death, the wages
of sin,”” and to those who obey God and believe and
follow Jesus whom He has sent He will recompense
with “eternal life, the free gift of God in Christ Jesus™
(Rom. 6:23),

Therefore eternal life is our Father's precious gift for
His fallen nr;n:.mn on earth. "'For as the Father has
eternal life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also
to have life (everlasting) in Himself'' (John 5:26).
“"Thou hast given Him (the Son) power over all flesh,
to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him
(the Son}"" (John 17:21,

Therefore whoever wants may have eternal life freely
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from God. from the Son. or from the Holy Spirit. This
eternal life is that whith "'God, who never lies, pro-
mised ages ago.”” because He loved the earthly sinners
so much “"that He gave His only begotten Son™"; *'this
is not your own, ... it is the gift of God" (Titus 1:2,
john 3:16. Eph. 2:8).

Now let us learn of our Father from the Bible as One
who raises up His children on earth who have died in
Christ and brings the light of resuirection to them.

“Now if Christ is preached as raised from the
dead" ... it is ""because we testified of God that He rais-
ed Christ™ (1 Cor. 15:12,15), He “gives life to the anmn_
and calls into existence the things that do not exist™
(Rom. 4:17). "'lf the Spirit of Him who raised Hnm.cm

p——— e e T

from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ

Jesus ?oB Em.mmma will give life to your mortal bodies

also”’ (Rom 8:11). He “'did not raise”” Christ "'if it is

true that the dead are not raised™ (1 Cor. 15:15) "'l
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ have perished’" (1 Cor. 15:17,18). But
as it is evidently testified, *'God raised the Lord Jesus
and will also raise us up by His power’’ {1 Cor. 6:14).

“*He delivered us from so deadly a peril, and He will
deliver us™' {2 Cor. 1:10). "'And you He made alive,
when you were dead through the trespasses and sins’™
(Eph. 2:1}.

And as the Father gave His Son the power to give
eternal life. He also gave Him the power of resurrec-
tion that He might raise up His mortal children fallen
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in deadly sieep in the world. Jesus said, "*Verily, veri-
ly. I say unto you. The hour is coming, and now is.
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God:
and they that hear shall live.” " And shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life:
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnatiqp’’ (John 5;25,29, K.J.V.),

""Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our affliction,”” "'who is rich
in mercy out of the great love with which He loved
us, even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ,... and raised us
up with Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages He might
show the immeasurable riches of His grace in darkness
toward us in Christ Jesus... This is not your own...
It is the gift of God"" {2 Cor. 1:3,4, Eph. 2:4-8),

""Blessed be the God. the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ,”” our Father in heaven! He loved this sinner
so much “'that He gave His only begotten Son'".
He remembered this corruptible, mortal body and rais-
ed me up, and gave me eternal life, and made me sit
with Jesus in heavenly places. How can [ praise Him
for all these blessings! All I can say to Him with my
little lips is "My dear Father! My dear Father! My dear

e, & -
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17. Our Real Father Who Weeps in the
Judgment Seat

“h

As [ looked. thrones were placed and One that was
ancient of days took His seat; His raiment was white
as snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool; His
throne was fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire,
A stream of fire issued and came forth from before
Him: a thousand thousands served Him; and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand stood before Him; the court
sat in judgement, and the books were opened’ (Dan,
7:9.10). :

“And | saw the dead, great and small, standing
before the throne, and books were opened. Also
another book was opened, which is the book of life.
And the dead were judged by what was written in the
books. by what they had done.’” "'Then the kings of
the earth and the great men and the generals and the
rich and the strong, and every one, slave and free.”
all were summoned before the throne (Rev. 20:12.
6:151,

What an appalling and dreadful scene of the great
Judgment_ day of the universe! | was heard that in the
courts of the world when the judge asks the convict
of his address with a loud voice, he is so shaken up
with terror that he cannot even utter one word. Then
who can dare stand without horror and fear in the great
judgment hall of the universe in which the King of
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the universe. the Lord of lords. the God of heaven
takes His seat?

The seat of the Supreme Judge is not like those of
the lifeless thrones of kings and judges of the world:
itis a living seat, moving with animation praising God
and also speaking on its own. which now appeared
before all the righteous and sinners of the whole world.

And the fiery flames coming forth from it is so ex-
ceedingly hot and dreadful that it can consume and
melt the whole world. and no power of man or science
can extinguish it. It “'came forth from before Him. "™
The attendants of the Supreme Judge were a thousand
thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand stan-
ding before Him: and speaking of their power and
might. just one angel once came down and slew one
hundred and eighty five thousand mighty men of
Assyrian army overnight that wielded power all over
the world at that time. Those beings of such tremen-
dous power and might are the heavenly hosts of the
Lord, His civil and military officials. They are now stan-
ding as eyewitnesses to every act of Satan and his
agents and all sinners of the world.

And there is standing. in this great judgment hall.
a Lawyer {Advocate), who once, as the Son of God.
abandoned heaven and came down to be slain on the
cross for sinners—Jesus Christ. 'If any one does sin.
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous™ (1 John 2:1). “"He is able for all time to save
those who draw near to God through Him. since He

72 (169-1701

17, Our Real Father Who Weeps in the Judgment Seat

always lives to make intercession for them' (Heb.
7251,

lesus Christ is the unique Lawyer in this Heavenly
Court of the universe who can plead for sinners. say-
ing. "'This man is innocent. He is a righteous man.
He has cleansed himself through My blood. He is fit
tor heaven.”" This Lawyer's pleading is so trustworthy
and truthful that it is perfectly accepted to the Supreme
Judge. Blessed are those for whom He pleads.

Now in this appalling and dreadful court of the
universe which man cannot describe or bear the sight
of, the Supreme Judge of the Universe sitting on the
throne of fiery flame, begins to speak toward the
'kings of the earth and the great men and the generals
and the rich and the strong, and everyone, slave and
free.”” Satan the instigator of these and his agents,
everyone trembling with dark faces. “Behold, it is writ-
ten before Me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay.
vea, [ will repay into their bosom their iniquities and
their fathers’ iniquities together, says the Lord: because
they burned incense upon the mountains and reviled
Me upon the hills. I will measure into their bosom pay-
ment for their former doings."" (Isa. 65:6,7)

In the courtrooms of this world, the charges are judg-
ed according to the severity of the crime, but in the
heavenly court, trial begins by strict investigation of
the motives that had been held in mind before the
crime was originated. and all the secret purposes and
motives that have been held throughout the lifetime.
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all the thoughts, every wrong word, every deed. all the
hidden selfishness, every unjust account and every un-
fair dealing. unfulfilled duties to their fellow men.
wasted moments, every negligence, heaven-sent war-
nings or reproofs neglected, unimproved opportunities,
forgetfulness of Saviour’s claims, how often they were
given to Satan the time, thought and strength that
belong to God, and every thought, however small. that
flashed upon the mind, that may be forgotten by us,
.all of these sins are faithfully recorded in the book.
Moreover, all sins that may have been committed if
opportunity had permitted, absorption in the acquir-
ment of worldly possessions or the enjoyment of ear-
thly pleasures, the influence exerted for evil with its
far-reaching results, are all passed in review before God
and strictly investigated and judged for -either
faithfulness or unfaithfulnegs. The Supreme Judge of
the universe is never deceived by appearances of pie-
ty of hypocrites. Beginning with those who lived first
upon the earth, cases of each successive generation are
presented, closing with the living. Every name is men-
tioned, every case closely investigated. Names are ac-
cepted, names rejected. The mightest conquerer upon
the earth cannot call back the record of even a single
day. Qur acts, our words, even our most secret
motives, all have their weight in deciding our destiny
for weal and woe. Though they may be forgotten by
us, they will bear their testimony to justify or condemn,
That is why Jesus said, "'If your right eye causes you
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to sin. pluck it out and throw it away; it is better that
you lose one of your members than that your whole
body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away: it is better that
you lose one of your members than that your whole
body go into heli’”" (Matt, 5:29,30).

On the other hand. the Supreme Judge of the
universe has an another book in which are accurately
recorded the good deeds of His people, 'Then those
who feared the Lord spoke with one another: the Lord.
heeded and heard them and a book of remembrance
was written before Him of those who feared the Lord
and thought on His name" (Mal. 3:16),

[n this book of life are written all good deeds of those
who honor Him and think upon His name, and every
act of charity that may not have been known to others
nor rewdrded during their lifetime. To list them, they
are as follows; every good purpose, motive and thought
of faith. every good word, every evil overcome and
every temptation resisted. all the acts of love and good
deeds. every word of tender pity expressed, every act

-of sacrifice that is not made known to others. every

suffering and sorrow endured for the sake of God and
Christ, the influence exerted for good, with its far-
reaching results, faithful and sincere acts, all the
persecutions, insults, contempts, scornful treatments
received until the final moments and martyrdom, are
all faithfully recorded. ' And whoever gives to one of
these [ittle ones 2 cup of cold water, ... truly, [ say to
vou, he shall not lose his reward™ (Matt, 10:42),
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in the universe rebelled against God and broke the
peace and order of the universe by killing and injur-
ing precious lives of numerous angels and men, that
the new word "“judgment'~ began to be introduced.

_God has two purposes in judgment. One is to pro-
tect and promote the lives and happiness of His
children who willingly obey the laws and rules that He
has set up for order and happiness of the universe, and
the other is to eradicate the evil ones who break the
order and laws of the universe and constantly com-
mit murder and robbery, that He may wipe away the
evil ones and restore the everlasting peace and order
of the universe.

Since the rebellion of Satan, a division forces has
taken place in the universe, and those who obey and
observe the law of God and His order have been the
object of hatred and abhorrance of Satan and his
agents, and a great number of them have been
persecuted and murdered by the hands of the evil,

But our Father who is “merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth™
(Ex. 34:6), who has kept His patience thus far will cease
His longsufiering and stand up to execute judgmen
between good and evil, and between the righteous and
the wicked. There has never been a previous event of
judgment in this universe since the beginning nor will
there ever be one in the future. After this unique judg-
ment is over, there will never again be another men-
tion of its word and it will be forever forgotten in our
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peaceful kingdom of the universe. And all heavenly
beings will enjoy the order. peace, and happiness
forever that the Father restored for them.

Now His primary purpose for judgment is to unravel
the true fact of His children who have been dragged
by the wicked without sin, disgraced and condemned
without a definite charge, persecuted, imprisoned,
beaten, stabbed and thrusted with a spear to death,
and burned at the stake under false accusations for the
reason that they love God and obey His command-
ments. He will expose their tearful appeal before the
whole world and the universe and give them great
reward and blessing.

Therefore ]Jesus, when He was on earth, said, ""Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul: rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell.” “"In the world ye shall have tribulations’
but *'let not your heart be troubled.”” "*Will not God
vindicate His elect, who cry to Him day and night?
Will He delay long over them? I tell you, He will vin-
dicate them speedily’” (Matt. 10:28, John 16:33, 14:1,

Luke 18:7,8).

In Revelation is also well described the scenes of the
saints slain by the enemies under false charge. en-
treating to the Father of heaven. "When He opened
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been slain for the word of God and for the
witness they had borne; they cried out with a loud
voice, 'O Sovereign Lord, holy and true. how long
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betore thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those
(the wicked) who dwell upon the earth?"" (Rev.
6:9,10). And the merciful Father, the Sovereign Lord
in compassion gave each one of them '“a white robe
and told to rest a little longer until the number of their
tellow servants and their brethren should be complete.
who were to be killed as they themselves had been”
(Rev. 6:11). Now as the number of His saints are com-

plete and His call for his rebellious childrén to return

that has lasted thousands of years is ceased, our

heavenly Father stands up to begin His final judgment
in answer to the prayer of His victimized children.
Therefore however dreadful the scene of the courtroom
may be, and however numerous specification of the
charges may be, God's children should rejoice with
happiness, who obey His word and commandments, —
the basis for heaven's order and welfare,—and have
been forgiven of their iniquity and transgression and
sin by His wonderful grace and the precious blood of
His Son; for it will be a day of vengeance to the wick-
ed while it will be a day of great reward and glory
before the whole universe, for those who obey Him,

On the other hand, those who persecuted the saints
who loved His words and commandments more than
their own lives will stand before the throne, both great
and small, and books will be opened which contain
every record of their evil deeds that they have com-
mitted while they were alive, and they will be judged
by what is written in the books (Rev. 20:12). **And the
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sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up
the dead in them. and all"” who had persecuted the
saints “'were judged by what they had done. Then
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. the lake of fire; and if any
one’s name was not found written in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire”" (Rev. 20:13-15).

Now at last the outrageous Satan and his agents who
have been devoting themselves to tempting others.
fraud, robbery, and murder for such a long period of
time in the universe have been wiped out forever by
our heavenly Father's fair judgment. The horrible,
great controversy between good and evil has ceased
and the peace of the universe is recovered. And all
heavenly beings, angels, and all the creatures that have
been watching our Fathers impartial judgment from
the beginning to the end are filled with admiration,
and with one accord, give gratitude, praise, reverernce,
and glory to Him for His longsuffering, mercy, love,
and fair judgment to the good and the wicked.

(O Sovereign Lord, our holy and true Father, "justice
and judgement are the habitation of Thy throne: mercy
and truth shall go before Thy face'" (Ps. 89:14, K.].V.).

““And I heard the angel of the waters say, "Thou art
righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be,
because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed
the blood of saints and prophets, ... for they are wor-
thy” (Rev. 16:5,6, K.J.V.).

“And I heard the altar cry, 'Yea, Lord God the
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Almighty, true and just are Thy judgements!’ " (Rev.
16:7),

“And [ heard every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all therein.
saying, "To Him who sits upon the throne and to the
Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might
torever and ever!” And the four living creatures said,
‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and worshipped ™
‘Rev. 5:13.14).

"And I saw... those who had conquered the beast
and its image and the number of its name... saying,
'Great and wondertful are Thy deeds, O Lord God the
Almighty! Just and true are Thy ways, O King of the
ages... For Thou alone art holy. All nations shall come
and worship Thee. for Thy judgements have been
revealed' ' (Rev. 15:2-4},

Rejoice you, my brethren that weep now on earth.

Sing with joy you my brethren and sisters who worry
over the word of the Lord.

Sing with joy you my brethren and sisters who are
persecuted for keeping His commandment.

Sing the song of triumph you that have forsaken the
glories of the world. You that are falsely accused of
now, praise God for His righteousness,

You that are now dragged to be baptized of blood,
behold Him sitting on His judgment seat in heaven,
tor He will exalt highly your sorrow and unfair suffer-
ing and loyalty before the whole universe and
recompense you with great reward.
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But.

You that commit evil today. be dreaded.

You that defy against God, be startled.

You that afflice His sanits. be sorrowful.

You that persecute His saints. be mournful.

You that kill the saints, throw yourself down on your
knees and wail. for He will come and judge you by
His law of justice and throw you into fire.

Thus the great controversy between good and evil
has finally ended. Satan and sinners and all sins have
already vanished. The whole universe has become
clean. The throb of joy and harmony of all creatures
echoes throughout the whole universe. Light, life, and
joy issuing from God extends to the endless space.
From a particle of atom to the great world, all creature
animate or inanimate, exclaim, in their untainted beau-
ty and pertect joy, that God is love.

* Our Father Wailing in His Judgment Seat

Let me draw a conclusion by raising a question to
you my gratetul readers. Our Father, longsuffering and
slow to anger, by His judgment of justice, has thrown
into the fire Satan and his angels and innumerable
wicked ones who had rebelled against Him, killed His
only Son, and destroyed His innumerable children.
Now how do you think He feels in His heart? Shall
He feel refreshed and gratified? Or would He feel
otherwise?

Most of the answers that I have heard so far were
“He must feel refreshed and relieved.”
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When | was a junior high school student when still
being an unbeliever we had a teacher. who won
respects from all students: he was as friendly to us as
a father. In contrast with his muscular and dreadful
appearance he was very gentle and compassionate to
all students: he used to advise and counsel and instruct
us with love as if we had been his real children. He
was a teacher in charge of training discipline in school,
but no one who were punished by him assumed at-
titute of defiance or vengeance toward him in contrast
to other teachers. He was also an energetic person and
a man of integrity, who cultivated a big rice field before
and after school every morning and evening. He used
to say. “"Even if I reach 60, [ will never look old.”” We
all believed his word for he had such a healthy and
strong body. And after years as we became dignified
youths in the community, an unbelievable news was
heard, that he had already died. We were seized with
such a great sorrow as if we had lost our real parents
or close relatives; because it was totally beyond our
expectations for someone so nice and strong, whom
we thought would never grow old even at the age of
60, to die so suddenly. Frightened as we were, we with
one accord inquired the reason: and it was that he had
a son that he had brough up with total mental, physical
sacrifice with the highest hope and expectation and
sent him to Seoul to study in order to make him a great
man. But having neglected his study there he became
involved with a girl friend. but when his love had been
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rejected by her he returned to his boarding room and
committed suicide by taking poison. No sooner had
he (the father) heard this news than he came up to
Seoul. to his boarding room and opened the door. His
son whom he had brought up with all the sacrifices
and love, and afforded him to study abroad to make
him great, was now lying down as a cold dead body.
What a deplorable scene it was! Now the father dragg-
ed out the dead body of his son and loaded on a vehi-

cle and went not to his hometown but to the

crematorium to burn it to ashes, He handed the dead
body to the cremator, and after receiving the ashes,
he went to the river, and sprinkled it on the water say-
ing, "'l was cheated by this boy. | was cheated by this
boy.” But who could have imagined that it was his
last word? Immediately he came down to his home and
began to do nothing but drinking; and no matter how
strong a man he might have been, how could have his
body sustained it? As we heard this story, we did not
know what to say. Only a sorrowful regret remained
in my heart that if he had believed in God and brought
him up in His way, he could have avoided this tragedy.

Now back to the story of our heavenly Father; all
the evil angels and innumerable wicked ones that were
thrown into the lake of fire were also His own children
that He Himself had begotten and raised. They were
just as real children as we are, on whom our Father
had had greatest expectation and desire and for whom
He had poured out His greatest love and sacrifice. In
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II. The Only True God

order that He might make these children come back,
how persistently He had kept pleading to them! How
much tears He had shed! And how much He had cared
for them! It was for them that He gave His only Son:
that is why He could not allow Himself to open the
trial upon them, but delayed it for six thousand years.
Parental love for children, whether it is of God or of
man makes them faint-hearted and grievous at
bereavement. If the dry-hearted human father felt so
tormenting sorrow as to give up his own life as he was
disposing with his hands the dead body of his own son
who had betrayed him, how could our heavenly Father
full of mercy and love pronounce death sentence to
His own children whom He had begotten and raised,
with His own lips before all the universe, no matter
how righteous the law of heaven might be? The agony
and torment are beyond our imagination. Moreover,
how much more painful and loathsome for Him to
carry out execution upon His children whom He
Himself had sentenced with His lips! This is something
even human parents cannot easily do. If the evil human
parent, who had lost just one out of many chiidren,
followed him to death, who is able to describe the heart
of our heavenly Father or comfort Him who has lost
almost all His children in the fire but few?

Now I would like to ask a question to every parent
in this world—who can dare sentence his own child
to death with his own mouth and execute it with his
own hands?

186 1182- 183!

I7. Qur Real Father Who Weeps in the Judgment Seat

If the evil. vicious human parents of earth cannot
dare sentence to death or execute it to even one of their
children. how could our heavenly Father full of love
give up His innumerable children into destruction mer-
cilessly? In His heart of infinite love has thus been
made a great hole after the judgment that neither man
nor angels can comprehend. Now, behold the great
hole in the heart of our heavenly Father, you all
mankind of the earth, all angels of heaven, and all evil
angels that were driven out from heaven into this earth.
and listen to His voice of sigh, “'I've been cheated! I've
been cheated!”” Do you not hear the quivering voice
from His mouth?

Wail you. O heaven, all the earth. and all the in-
habitants of the universe! Wail for our Father's sor-
row! Wail for His wounded, broken, ruptured heart!
Wail for Him who has lost all His children but a few!
That is why He has delayed the day of judgment for
six thousand years, and His steps toward the seat of
judgment was so heavy and staggering. And His blood-
shedding agony and sorrow that pierced His heart as
He was weeping on His judgment seat neither heaven
nor angels. nor any one can penetrate its depth.

Dear brethren and sisters of all the human race!
From now on what sort of life would you like to live?
Would you like to broaden the great hole of His heart
who has loved you so much? Or become His good sons
and daughters who practice filial piety toward Him by
living true and virtuous life and {fill His vacant heart?
This is your unique right of decision that no one but
VOU can exercise.
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Our heavenly Father's tearful call for us is still echo-
ing vividly today.—

“Turn. O backsliding children™ (Jer. 3:14. K.J.V.1.
'Return. ye backsliding children. and I will heal your —Hymn—
backslidings' Jer. 3:22, K.].V.1. “Come.., before you

g 1. Come home! Come home! You are weary at heart,
are driven away like the drifting chaff. before there

For the way has been dark. and so lonely and wild:

comes upon you the fierce anger of the Lord™ 1 Zeph, (Refrain!: O prodigal child! Come home! Home! Oh
2:1.2. come home/

“"How can [ give you up, O Ephraim!{ How can [ Come home! Come. O come home!
hand you over, O Israel! ... My heart recoils within Me. 2. Come home! Come home! For we watch and we
My compassion grows warm and tender'’ (Hosea 11:8). S .

"Come now let us reason together. ... though vour And we stand at the gate. while the shadows are
sins are like scarlet. they shall be as snow: though they piled; _
are red like crimson, they shall become like wool " (Isa. 3. Come home! Come home! From the sorrow and
1:18). "'l T am He who blots out your transgressions hiame.
for My sake. and I will not remember your sins’* (Isa. From the sin and the shame, and the tempter that
43:25). smiled.

"I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, _ 4. Come home! Come home! There is bread and to
and your sins like mist; return to Me. for [ have » spare.
redeemed you'" ([sa. 44:22), And a warm welcome there. Then. to friend

"As [ live. says the Lord God. I have no pleasure reconciled.
in the death of the wicked. but that the wicked turn .
trom his way and live: turn back. turn back from your .
evil ways: for why will you die, O house of Israel?" |
(Ezek. 33:11}

“For a brief moment I forsook vou. but with great
compassion [ will gather you. In overflowing wrath for
amoment I hid My face from you. but with everlasting
love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord vour -

Redeemer'” iIsa. 34:7, 8!,
188 i184) (185) 189
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Hl. The Only True Cod

God reproves: therefore despise not the chastening of
the Almighty. For He wounds, but He binds up; He
smites, but His hands heal.”” "As a father pities his
children. so the Lord pities those who fear Him"" (Job
5:17.18. Ps. 103:13}.

Paul also says. “'Besides this, we have had earthly
tathers to discipline us and we respected them. Shall
we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits
and live? For they disciplined us for a short time at
their pleasure, but He disciplines us for our good, that
we may share His holiness. For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant; later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it (Heb. 12:9-11).

The Holy Spirit says, "My son. do not regard light-
ly the discipline of the Lord, nor lose courage when
you are punished by Him. For the Lord disciplines him
whom He loves, and chastises every son whom He
receives. It is for discipline that you have to endure.
God is treating you as sons; for what son is there whom
his father does not discipline? If you are left without
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are
illegitimate children and not sons' (Heb. 12:5-8).
Therefore ' heed the rod and the One who appointed
it" (Micah 6:9, N.I.V.). And “'the light of the moon
will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
will be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day
when the Lord binds up the hurt of His people, and
heals the wounds inflicted by His blow'" (Isa, 30:26).

192 (187-188}

18. Our Real Father Who Disciplines Us

Dear brethren and sisters!

Our Father permits trials in order that we may be
cleansed from earthliness, from selfishness, from harsh.
unchristlike traits of character. He suffers the deep
waters of affliction to go over our souls in order that
we may know Him and Jesus Christ whom He has sent,
in order that we may have deep heart longings to be
cleansed from defilement, and may come forth from
the trials purer, holier, nobler, happier. Often we enter
the furnace of trial with our souls darkened with
selfishness; but if patfent under the crucial test, we shall
come forth reflecting the divine character. When His
purpose in the affliction is accomplished, the
promise—"'He shall bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgement as the noonday’’ (Ps.
37:6)—will be fulfiled.

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father who
chastens us with love everyday that we may become
perfect and fit for heaven!

Praise the Lord!
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19. Cur Real Father Who Has Given Us His
Throne

""To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with Me
in My throne. even as | also overcame. and am set
down with My Father in His throne  (Rev. 3:21,
K.JV.).

The Monarch of heaven, our Father ' ‘hath highly ex-
alted Him (Jesus)’’ (Phi. 2:9) who has overcome Satan
the king of darkness and his angels and “'set Him on
His right throne™ (Mark 16:19), on which He is also
set down today. And He comforted Him saying, *'Sit
Thou on My right hand. till I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool  (Matt. 22:44, K.}J.V.), and also determined
“that at the name of Jesus every knee shoeuld bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth. and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord™ (Phi. 2:10,11).

Jesus is exclaiming to us. 'To him that overcomes
Satan as 1 overcame him, | will grant to sit with Me
even as [ overcame and set down with My Father in
His throne™ (Rev. 3.21). In this way as He bestowed
His throne upon Jesus His Eldest Son, He also bestowes
it upon us His last born children. It is an unques-
tionable truth, for earlier chosen group of sinners are
already sitting on His throne today.

John the witness testifies, ''Lo, the throne stood in
heaven, ... and seated on the thrones were twenty-four
elders, clad in white garments. with golden crowns
upon their heads™ (Rev. 4:2.4).

194 (19

19 OE. Real Father who Has Given Us
His Royal Authkority

What an amazing love it is! How can He love sin-
ners so much as to give thern His throne. which is all
that is left of Him! What a wondrous love it is! This
infinite love 'which surpasses our knowledge '(Eph.
3:18!, this is a mystery of which we shall never attain
to full understanding throughout eternal ages.

John the witness testifies again, "“Then [ saw
thrones.... and the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their testimony of Jesus and for the word
of God. and who had not worshipped the beast or its
image and had not received its mark on their foreheads
or. their hands. They came to life, and reigned with
Christ’™ (Rev. 20:4},

What a glorious scene it is! Those who had been slain
for God and Jesus are now in heaven reigning on His
throne. This is the throne, glorious and highest, *'above
the stars of God,"” which is “"upon the mount of con-
gregation, in the side of the north,"” and is **above the
heights of the clouds, ... of the Most High,"" that Satan.
“"the son of the morning,” once attempted to plunder
by force and instigation but failed. to be fallen to the
earth himself (Isa. 14:12-14),

The throne that Satan the instigator of the whole
wortld had failed to plunder by his cunning skill, our
Father has bestowed freely upon us, His lowly and
humble children on earth who love Him genuinely and
obey His word and commandments. That is why the
righteous man Moses continued to love God. rejecting
Pharaoh's throne as worthless, beholding the
recoinpense of the reward, (Heb, 11:24-26! and so did
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apostle Paul threw away all the wordly status and glory
like dirt and said, ‘‘Brethren, ... this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, [ press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus'" (Phi. 3:13,14). **Neither count [ my life
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry. which [ have received of the Lord
Jesus. to testify the gospel of the grace of God"™" {Acts
20:24).

What a sensible and wise choice they have made!
Should we not likewise choose to lead such a wise and
prudent life which has been given but once? How
numerous there have been who had sought for worldly,
perishable and corruptible thrones and glories, instead
of heaven's most glorious throne and died away!
Billions of God’s children today are still absorbed in
vain glories of the world and are losing precious op-
portunities given which come never but once.

But the King of heaven. our Father is still sending
His invitation. "And sent forth His servants....
Come... everything is ready, come” {Matt. 22:1-9).
Jesus is also exclaiming, “"Truly, I say to you, in the
new world. when the Son of man shall sit on His
\Father’s) glorious throne, you who have followed Me
will also sit on twelve thrones’™ enjoving glories. ''and
shall reign forever and ever” (Matt. 19:28, Rev. 22:5},

Praise the Lord! Glory to God our real Father forever
and ever, who has unsparingly given away His throne
to us! Praise the Lord!

196 1191-1921

20. Our Real Father Who Has Given Us His Royal
Authority

"Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? ... Know ye not that we shall judge angels?''(1
Cor. 6:2,3, K.].V.). We know that in ancient times in
many nations only kings had the authority to execute
the judgment of matters involving people's life and
death. Likewise in heavenly kingdom life or death of
angels and men depends upon the hand of the Only
King, our Father, the Monarch of heaven. But He has
empowered His specially appointed ones to judge all
heaven and earth in His place—first to Jesus Christ His
firstborn Son, and second to us His second sons.

“"The Father... has given all judgement to the
Son''({John 5:22},—this is the first appointee. And,
“'Jesus said to them, 'Truly, I say to you, ... you who
have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel " (Matt. 19:28),—these
are the second appointees to whom He has given His
royal authority. The apostle John witnessed them in
heaven and testified, *‘I saw thrones, and seated on
them were those to whom judgement was commit-
ted, ... who had been beheaded for their testimony to
Jesus and for the word of God, and who had not wor-
shipped the beast or its image and had not received
its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came
to life, and reigned with Christ a thousand years"
{Rev.20:4),

(193 197
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Therefore the apostle Paul said, Do ve not know

that the saints shall judge the world?... Know ye not
that we shall judge angels? " {1 Cor. 6:2.3. K.J.V.}. This
is the royal authority of the King of the universe. the
Lord of hosts. that He Himself has bestowed upon His
children who had once fallen to this earth. This is the
power which He has never given to anvone including
the heavenly angels. or anyone above or under the
heaven but to Jesus and us.

Now Satan and his angels and all the wicked ones
who have so persistently pursued. tormented.
persecuted, and killed His children on earth shall be
judged by these children of God who are as gentle as
a lamb to whom God gave power to judge all the
world.

“But the meek shall possess the land, and delight
themselves in abundant prosperity. The wicked plots
against the righteous. and gnashes his teeth at him:
but the Lord laughs at the wicked. for He sees that
his day is coming."” when the righteous shall judge the
wicked Ps, 37:11-13),

What a great love He pours upon us to exalr us so
high!

" As for the saints in the land. they are the noble”
'Ps. 16:3! who have become acting judges for God. who
have received the power of God to judge *'the spiritual
wickedness in high places and the rulers of darkness
of this world.” :Eph. 6:12. K.J.V.t that is “"the kings
of the earth. and the great men. and the rich men. and
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
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2. Our Real Father Who Has Given Us
His Royal Authority

bond man. and every free man’" (Rev. 6:15. K.].V.}.

Therefore, vou children of God gentle as an inno-
cent lamb. who are facing and enduring persecutions
and fierce trials. 'delight thyself also in the Lord: and
He shall give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit
thy way unto the Lord; trust aiso in Him: and He shall
bring it to pass. And He shall bring forth thy
righteousness as the light. and thy judgement as the
noonday. Rest in the Lord. and wait patiently for Him:
fret not thyself... because of the man who bringeth
wicked devices to pass. Cease from anger; and forsake
wrath: fret not thyvself in any wise to do evil. For evil
doers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the
Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while,
and the wicked shall not be: yea thou shalt diligently
consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek
shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in
the abundance of peace.”” "'For the Lord loveth judge-
ment. and forsaketh not His saints; they are preserv-
ed forever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.
The righteous shall inherit the land. and dwell therein
forever’” (Ps. 37:4-11.28,29. K.].V..

Praise the Lord! Praise and honor. glory and power
and thanks be to God our real Father who loves His
earthly humble children so much, and exalted them
to His throne. and gave them His royal authority to
execute judgment to all heaven and earth forever and
ever! Praise the Lord!
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21. Our Real Father Who Has Given Us His
Kingdom

““Then shall the King say unto them on His right
hand, ‘Come, ve blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world™" (Matt, 25:34}.

This is what Jesus said when He came to the earth
with Father's second request, to those who would be
at the right hand when, ‘‘before Him will be gathered
all the nations, and he will seperate them one from
another as a shepherd seperates the sheep from the
. goats, and He will place the sheep at His right hand,
but the goats at the left”” (Matt. 25:32-34). He also said,
"' Seek first His (your Father's) kingdom™ (Matt. 6:33).
“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father™ (Matt. 13:43}. The day of
fulfilment of this word has already come.

Our Father of infinite love so loved His children who
have been as obedient to His words and command-
ments as a lamb, and gave them eternal life, His
throne, and His royal authority. Moreover, He has just
sent to us a message through Christ His Eldest Son to
inhernit His Kingdom now. which is all that is left of
Him.

O what a love! What a love of our Father this is!
Our Father’s unselfish love that any human mind and
heart of selfishness and covetousness cannot unders-
tand nor comprehend its depth! I feel like putting
down my pens to run away from here for [ cannot find
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21. Our Real Father Who Has Given Us His Kingdom

the suitable language to describe this love: | just stand
waghast at this indescribable love of God.

But while hearing the cries of my brethren wander-
ing in the desolate world without the knowledge of His
love, I cannot but keep on going,

Jesus said to His little flock who followed His word
faithfully, “'Fear not, little flock: for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom'™ (Luke 12:32,
K.J.V.). "1 assign to you, as My Father assigned to Me,
a kingdom, that you may... in My kingdom... sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke
22:29,30). *'He who conquers and who keeps My works
until the end, I will give him power over the nations, .
even as [ Myself have received power from My Father™’
(Rev. 2:26,27). Therefore ‘‘seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness’’ {Matt. 6:33). **Not every
one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven'' (Matt. 7:21). But it will be *‘given
to a nation producing the fruits of it (Matt, 21:43).
"“"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness.
temperance’ (Gal. 5:22,23). And *‘blessed are the poor
in spirit,” and “‘the persecuted for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven'’ (Matt. 5:3,10,
K. H V) .

,Eﬁ saints of the most High shall take the kingdom,
and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and
ever'’ (Dan. 7:18, K.J.V.). Amen!

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father who has
even given us His kingdom forever and ever!
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22 Our Real Father Who Has Given Us an
Everlasting Sign

“*Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
fot in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it"' (Ex. 20:8-11, K.J.V.).

(1) The Foundation Day of the Universe

The Sabbath day is the foundation day of the
universe on which He rested after He had made all
things in heaven and earth and thus the birthday of
all His creatures. .

““Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and
all the host of them. And on the seventh day God end-
ed His work which He had made. And God blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it
He had rested from all His work which God created
and made' (Gen. 2:1-3. K.J.V.J.

Every nation in the world has her own Foundation
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Day, her birthday. This day of vital importance can-
not be removed nor changed as long as the nation
stands and not destroyed. Likewise, the seventh day
of the week is the Foyndation Day of the universe that
the creator God has established in the beginning, that
cannot be replaced nor abolished as long as the
universe continues its existence.

Therefore Jesus said, ‘'Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled™" (Matt.
5:17.18, K.J.V.). "In six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sab-
bath day, and hallowed it (Ex. 20:10,11, K.J.V.).

(2} The Sacred Identification (Sign) of Heavenly
People

Every nation has her peculiar identification card for
every citizen. It is the unique sign that distinguishes her
people from other peoples wherever they are in the
world. Likewise, God in heaven has imparted to His
people, His children a unique identification sign that
the people of the world do not have: it is the holy Sab-
bath, a sign between God and His people.

""And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, Speak thou
also unto the children of Israel, saying. Verily My Sab-
bath ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you
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1

throughout your generations,’” ... to be ""a perpetual
covenant. [t is a sign between Me and the children of
Israel forever” (Ex. 31:12,13,16,17, K.J.V.}.

*Hallow My Sabbath; and they shall be a sign be-
tween Me and you. that ye may know that [ am the
Lord your God'" (Ezek. 20:20, K.].V.}

""Moreover also [ gave them My Sabbath to be a sign
between Me and them, that they might know that I
am the Lord that sanctify them™ (Ezek. 20:12. K.]J.V.

(3) The Day that God, Jesus, and Angels Keep

*k God Keeps It

Qur heavenly Father has not only hallowed the
seventh day to be the holy Sabbath but keeps it holy
Himself.

"And on the seventh day God ended His work,.
and He rested on the seventh day ... In it He had rested
from all His work which God created and made™ (Gen.
2:2.5. KN4

In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and
on the seventh day He rested. and was refreshed’”” (Ex
31:17, K.J.V.).

He called it "My Sabbath™ Gnm 19:30!, "My Sab-
bath™ that [ keep lex. 31:13). He made it clear that
this holy Sabbath is outside our authority right but sole-
ly within His authority power, saying, It is 'My holy
{Isa. 58:13, K.].V.}. "holy Sabbath unto the Lord™ (E
16:23. K.].V.) that I have established.’

204 (199-2001

22 QOur Real Father Who Has Given Us
an Everlasting Sign

Today also in heaven He keeps it with His angelic
host: He is truly Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last.”” '"with whom is no
variableness; neither shadow of turning’* (Rev. 22:13,
James 1:17, K.J.V.),

""He that is entered into His rest, he also hath ceas-
ed from his own works, as God did from His'' (Heb.
4:10, K.J.V.).

"Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest’” (Heb.
4:11).

* Jesus Keeps It

Our Lord Jesus the Son of God kept it and still keeps
it today with His Father in heaven.

He said ""This is the love of God, that we keep His
commandment: and His commandments are not
grievous™' (1 John 5:3, K.]J.V.). "'If you keep My com-
mandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have
kept- My Father's commandments and abide in His
love’ (John 15:101. "'Think not that I have come to
abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not
to abolish them but to fulfil them™ (Matt. 5:17).

In His life on earth He kept the Sabbath day holy
i “the svnagogue as His custom was™ (Luke 4:161,
The Scripture says that He kept the Sabbath day always
“"as His custom was. " and after He had been crucified
He rested on the Sabbath day in His tomb and rose
up “‘very early on the first day of the week' (Mark
16:2.8.9..
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He still keeps it in heaven with His Father and angels,
for '‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever’’ IHeb. 13:8). “'Let us labour therefore to enter
into that rest’” (Heb. 4:11).

{4} The Disciples Kept It

As we look into the lives of the disciples after the

crucifixion of their Master, we can see how thoroughly
He had instructed them to keep the holy Sabbath as
well as setting a example to them.

"It was the day of preparation, and the Sabbath was
beginning. The women who had come with Him from
Galilee followed, and saw the tomb, and how His body
was laid; then they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment’ (Luke 23:54-56).

“On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they
went to the tomb, taking the spices which they had
prepared... But they did not find the body ' {(Luke
24:1,3).

"' And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene.
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, brought
spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. And very
early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb
when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one
another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the
door of the tomb?' " {Mark 16:1-3).

Even in the hours of such deep sorrow they kept it
as thoroughly as he had taught them.
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"'Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ'" {1 Cor. 11:1),
said the apostle Paul who also kept “‘the Sabbath
days... as his manner was"' (Acts 17:2, K.J.V.), as Jesus
had kept it "as His custom was™ (Luke 4:16).

(2) The Disciples in the Last Days Keep It

Jesus “‘the Lord of the Sabbath day"" (Matt. 12:8) who
had established Sabbath in the beginning with His
Father commands us His last disciples to keep His ho-
ly Sabbath unto the end of the world. *'Pray that your
tlight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath™ {Matt.
24:200,

“'For then there will be great tribulation, such as has
not been from the beginning of the world until now,
no, and never will be'* (Matt. 24:21). *‘Be faithful un-
to death, and I will give you the crown of life’" (Rev.
2:10).

“"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus™ (Rev. 14:12, K.J.V.),

(6) The Only Identification Card for Reentrant to
Heaven |

""Thus says the Lord: take heed for the sake of your
lives, ... and keep the Sabbath day holy, as | command-
ed your fathers' (Jer. 17:21,22.

"'If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sab-
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bath a an:mrﬁ En UOG of the Lord, honourable: and
shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor fin-
ding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and
[ will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth theaven), and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob
thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it
(Isa. 58:13,14, K.J.V.).

“Thus says the Lord: keep justice, and do
righteousness, for soon My salvation will come, and
My deliverance be revealed. Blessed is the man who
does this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who
keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his hand
from doing any evil... These I will bring to My holy
mountain (heaven}, and make them joyful in My house
of prayer’ (Isa. 56:1,2,7).

**Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the
Lord say, "The Lord will surely seperate me from His
people’; and let not the eunuch say, ‘Behold, I am a
dry tree.” For thus says the Lord: To the eunuchs who
keep My Sabbaths, who choose the things that please
Me and hold fast My covenant, [ will give in My house
(heaven), and within My walls (new Jerusalem!}
monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which
mrm: :o_h be cut off'’ (Isa. 56:3-5).

““the new heavens and the new earth which I will
BEH .. from Sabbath to Sabbath all flesh shall come
to ﬁoagw before Me, says the roﬁ {[sa. 66:22,23]

v Co __.T. e
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Dear brethren and sisters! What makes us hesitate?
Let us join the holy day that God and Jesus, all angels
and all heavenly beings observe in heaven. It is a
festival day of heaven that God has kept from the
beginning and Jesus kept on earth, and that we will
keep forever with everlasting joy and happiness in the
new paradise. He said that those who keep it holy,
honorable on earth would enter heaven’s eternal rest.
I hope you all enter into the eternal rest of heaven
beforehand here on earth. .

“"Therefore, while the promise of entering His rest
remains, let us fear lest any of you be judged to have
failed to reach it”" (Heb. 4:1).

“"Whoever enters God's rest also ceases from his
labours as God did from his. Let us therefore strive
to enter that rest, that no one fall by the same sort
of disobedience’ {Heb. 4:10,11).

“Today if ye will hear His voice; arden not your
hearts'" (Heb. 4.7}, f

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father who has
given us His everlasting holy Sabbath in order that we
might enter His rest beforehand on mmnﬂr. Praise the
Lord!
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Question]

Hey, brother Park!

You seem to assume an air of intelligence on the sub-
ject of the Bible; then what will you say about these
verses?

"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in
drink. or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon,
or of the sabbath days™ (Col. 2:16, K.J.V.).

“The law and the prophets were until John; since
then the good news of the kingdom of God is preach-
ed. and every one enters it violently' {Luke 16:16),

He ""abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in ordinances’ (Eph,
2:15. K.J.V.).

“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone that believeth' (Rom. 10:4, K.].V.),

“'On the one hand, a former commandment is set
aside because of its weakness and uselessness for the
law made nothing perfect; on the other hand. a bet-
ter hope is introduced, through which we draw near
to God"" (Heb. 7:18,19).

“One man esteems as better than another, while
another man esteems all days alike. Let every one be
fully convinced in his own mind" (Rom,. 14:5),

Above verses confirm us that the law and Sabbath
were abolished completely in the time of Jesus and
John the baptist. And we need not argue about it any
more but just pick any day as we are convinced of and
keep it honorable. Why do you then, brother Park, still
dispute about the Sabbath question like the Pharisees
and hypocrites?
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_bs SWer _

I am grateful to my heavenly Father and all the
respected faithful elders for providing someone so petty
as me such a precious opportunity to make a brief
answer to such an important question.

First of all, I pray that God will look into our hearts
in this hour and lead us to the way of life; for He said
His “'word is truth’* (John 17:17), and those who add
to or subtract from it, distort or teach it falsely to others
would be cursed. {Rev. 22:18, 2 Peter 3:16)

There appear not one but six kinds of sabbath days
int the Old and New Testaments. These sabbath days
have been abolished in His {Jesus’} flesh (Eph. 2:15)
and become useless since the crucifixion of Jesus the
Son of God except one, which is the "'Sabbath of the
Lotd" the Foundation Day of the universe that can-
not be abolished nor removed as long as God and the
universe exist.

Since then we have “'better hope'' (Heb. 7:19), for
the various inconvenient sabbath days that had been
observed until then became useless, and through the
grace and merits of the blood of Jesus on the cross we
have been enabled to draw near to God. Therefore the
“law of ordinances'’ {ceremonial law) and the words
of the "'prophets’ by whom written in the book had
availed until the time of John the baptist who came
just before Jesus’ First Advent, and from then on a new
law {covenant] that teaches salvation through faith in
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Christ has begun to be engraved on the tables of
human heart (Jer. 31:33, Heb. 10:16).
Now let me tell you more about the laws that is
abolished and that is not abolished, and about the
abolished sabbaths and the changeless and eternal
Sabbath.
The abolished laws are written in Moses’ five books:
numerous ordinances pertaining to offering burnt
sacrifices are the ceremonial *'law,”” *'the custom of
Moses'* {(Eph. 2:15, Acts 15:1), that have been abolish-
ed. This ritual law with its sacrifices and ordinances,
was to be performed until type met antitype in the
death of Christ, ''the lamb of God which taketh away
the sin of the world"’ (John 1:29), in order to reveal
through successive generations the symbol’s meaning
of the sacrificial rites and ceremonies in relation to the
mission of Christ and the plan of redemption. But
when Jesus Christ, the antitype of the sacrificial offer-
ings as the Lamb of God came and shed the blood for
a sacrifice, all the complicated ceremonial law of types
and shadows were abolished along with its various sab-
baths. The various sabbaths that have been mco:mrma
are as follows. - -
1. Passover Sabbath Fmﬁ uu 5 q mu . the Gz; and
Olst day of the first month {Jewish calendar)

2. Pentecost Sabbath (Lev. 23:15,16,21) ... One day
after the seventh sabbath (50th day) from the Jan.
16th {a day after the Passover Sabbathi

3. Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:24,25) ... the first day
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of the seventh month (Jewish calendar!

4. Atonement Day Sabbath (Lev. 23:27-32}... the

tenth day of the seventh month (Jewish calendar!

5. Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34-36)... the 15th

and 22nd day of the seventh month (Jewish
calendar)

These are the sabbaths of which it is written, ""Let
no man therefore judge you in meat. or in drink, or
in respect of an holy day. or of the new moon, or of
the sabbath days™ (Col. 2:16, K.].V.}), that had been
observed until the days of John the baptist (Luke
16:16}. that have been abolished by the sacrifice of
Christ. On these sabbath days the ancient God’s peo-
ple killed lambs and offered sacrifice to Him. These
seven sabbath days had been valid from the fall of man
unti! the crucifixion of Christ, and had been temporari-
ly given through human agent (Moses), which were
strictly observed by Jews seven times every year,

But the “"Sabbath of the Lord ™" contained in His ten
commandments is not that which He has given for a
time but for an everlasting monument, that which He
Himself established in the beginning and kept always.
and was written not by human hand but He Himself
has engraved upon ''the tables of testimony, tabies of
stone ' (Ex. 31:18!. It is “the Holy Sabbath of the
Lord.” the Foundation Day of the Universe, a com-
memoration day of His vast creation that has nothing
to do with the blood of the lamb, the fall of man. and
S g
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the crucifixion, given to all inhabitants of the universe.
that fallen men will ever keep with joy and gladness
in heaven with God. Jesus, the host of angels, and all
heavenly beings: and that anyone in the universe
should gladly and joyfully observe.

I. Myung Ho. bow down to pray with my whole heart
that all of my respecting seniors should have clear
understanding of this plain truth and join the great joy
and glory in heavenly kingdom.

[ am thankful to all for listening to the brief account
of this unworthy person.

“"Remember the Sabbath day. to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labour and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son. nor
thy daughter, thy manservant. nor thy maidservant.
not thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it"" (Ex. 20:8-11. K.J.V.1,
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23. Our Real Father Who Will Live with Us in
a Mansion Forever

“Then [ saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more., And [ saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem. coming down out of heaven from God.
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and {
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold,
the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people. and God Himself

-will be with them; He will wipe away every tear from

their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning norcrying nor pain any more, for
the former things have passed away’ " (Rev. 21:1-4}.

"Then He showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal. flowing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city; also. on either side of the river. the tree of life
with its twelve kinds of fruit. yielding its fruit each
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations. There shall no more be anything ac-
cursed. but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall
be in it, and His servants shall worship Him: they shall
see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
And night shall be no more: they need no light of lamp
or sun. for the Lord God will be their light. and they
shall reign forever and ever'” (Rev, 22:1-3),
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Ah! How long. until we got here in heaven, we have
wandered from place to place. suffering trials, and
spending our lives with sorrow and tear! But all the
painful wandering has now ceased and we are already
in our Father's heavenly paradise of eternity, Now we
will never go out from here. never leave our loving real
Father's bosom again. From hence we will enjoy
everlasting happiness walking beside the river of the
water of life and build our beautiful homes in the
paradise, »

"My people will abide in a peaceful habitation. in
secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.”
"Violence shall no more be heard in your land,
devastation or destruction within your borders: you
shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise.™
""They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit, They shall not build
and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another.
eat... For My chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands™" (Isa. 32:18, 60:18. 65:21,22).

""The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the
desert shall rejoice and blossom.”" “’Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle'* (Isa. 35:1, 55:13). **The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb. and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling
together. and a little child shall lead them.” *"They
shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain'* (Isa.
11:6.91,
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From now on there will be no more grief, vexation.
tears, funieral ceremony, or mouring. ""And no inhabi-
tant will say, 'I am sick™"" (Isa. 33:24). We will dwell
in everlasting happiness. and however long we will live
there we will not say, ‘I am too old to live any longer™".
With ever fresh vitality and happiness we will enjoy
our Father’s everlasting life. Just to give us this life of
everlasting happiness, He went through so much trou-
ble, suffering, giving up His only Son to die for us and
sacrificing Himself.

O how can we express our thanks to Him who has
given us the eternal life!

"'Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and
God Himself will be with them'" (Rev. 21:3). But why
does God choose to live with His fallen children in the
same house who have caused Him so great distress and
torment, and not with His sinless children of other
worlds who have never formented nor grieved Him?
What a great agony these fallen ones must have caus-
ed Him! Did they not crucify His only Son on the cross.
and cause the great hole in His heart? And why? Why
does He not leave them alone in a far corner of the
universe in abhorrence but dwell with them forever
who do not deserve His such painstaking concern and
care? Our Father's infinite heart of love is beyond our
understanding.

Years ago when [ was living in a little viliage in the
country [ was acquainted with a sincere and pious elder
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sister. who was in charge of a small church in the area.
She had lost one of her eyes by accident when she was
very young. And | remember her telling me of the
following story: she was a poor farmer's last daughter
in the country and had two elder sisters. But when she
got married. she was given something bv her father
that her two other sisters never received at the time
of their marriage. Her poor father gave her a portion
of his rice field in compassion that other daughters
were not privileged. One day her father gathered every
member of his family and said. "Now my poor last
daughter who had lost one of her eyesights is going
to get married. Let us give her some portion of the rice
tield. My heart does not allow me to send her away
empty handed.” The father pitied her enormous suf-
fering and difficulty as a result of the irrecoverable in-
jury inflicted on her eye in her early childhood. He
therefore decided to grant her a portion of his farm
land which none of his other children received.
Likewise our merciful heavenly Father has determin-
ed to live with His fallen earthly children who have
gone through bitter experiences of tears. grief. curse,
sickness, angl even death that the inhabitants of other
worlds have not had. although He was wounded and
tormented because of them. *"God Himself will be with
them: He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,’
they shall be comforted forever, and *"death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying
nor pain any more, for the former things have passed

218

23 Our Real Father Who Will Live with Us
in a Mansion Forever

away  (Rev. 21.3.4).

What an unlimited love and mercy of our heavenly
Father it is for His most tormented and bruised
children! He has completely erased away with His im-
mense love all the painful wounds and distress we have
caused Him as a result of our ingratitude and disobe-
dience. Rather, He is deeply touched with our toils that
we have brought upon ourselves and binds us up, hugs
us and wipes away our tears. What a boundless love
it is! Only parents who raised children may dimly
understand this love of God.

“"Behold the dwelling of God is with men. He will
dwell with them. and they shall be His people. and
God Himself will be with them: He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes. and death shall be no more.
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain
any more, for the former things have passed away™
(Rev. 21:3.4). Thus the children fallen most deeply, suf-
fered most bitter wound and sorrow receive and en-
joy His greatest love and favor above all other children
of all other worlds in the universe. My dear brethren
and sisters! Let us meet together in that glorious place
of His love and favor.

Let us not be discouraged by trials g: persevere until
the day He will wipe away our tears with His sleeve,
Let us not disappoint Him any more who loves and
cares for us so much. Let us render unto Him great
joy by keeping ourselves courageous in times of trials,
patient in times of sorrows, and strong in times of
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distresses. Praise the Lord!

“"For a brief moment | forsook you, but with great
compassion I will gather you. In overflowing wrath for
a moment I hid My face from you. but with everlasting
love [ will have compassion on you'’ (Isa. 54:7.8),

""Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken: neither
shall thy [and any more be termed Desolate: but thou
shalt be called Hephzibah (My delight is in her), and
thy land Beulah iMarried) ... For as a young man mar-
rieth a virgin... and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over
the bride. so shall thy God rejoice over thee™ (Isa.
62:4,5, K.J.V.),

Praise the Lord! Glory to our real Father who loves
us 50 much and lives with us forever! Praise the Lord!
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24. With What Shall I Come Before My Lofty
Father?

“'With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow
myself before God on high? Shall I come before Him
with burnt offerings, with calves a year oil? Will the
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of old? Shall I give my first-born
for my transgression, the fruit of my body? (Micah
6:6,7).

“"He has showed you, O man, what is good: and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God,™ and to establish "*the kingdom of God"" in your
heart? (Micah 6:8, Luke 17:21). The kingdom of God
cannot be said. “'Lo here! or, Lo there! for, behold,
the kingdom of God is within you' (Luke 17:21,
K.J. V..

So far we have learned of the love of God, of our
reak Father that has not been made known in the
world, which cannot be put in human words. This is
the knowledge which gives eternal life to sinners and
the keys of the portals of heaven which Jesus said in
John 17:3 and Matthew 16:19.

Now “"How shall | recompense my Father for all
this?"" is our heart’, desire, is it not? But -He who
“made the world and everything in it,"" and "'gives
to all men life and breath and everything'' (Acts 17:24,
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25) does not want from us any goods or anything
material that He has already given to us, but wants
us only to build in our hearts His kingdom. This is His
greatest expectation and desire from us.

Then how should we build the kingdom in order to
give Him the greatest joy? This is the question. We
well remember that in Eden there were a tree of life
and the river of the water of life that all who ate of
the tree and drank from the river neither died nor grew
old. Therefore if we prepare the ground in the middle
of the world of our heart, upon His chosen spot, and
establish the paradise of Eden upon it. it will be the
kingdom that He would be best pleased with and
desires.

When the Son of God, Jesus lived on earth He was
a walking Garden of Eden. He was truly the Garden
of Eden walking upon the earth, the supplier of
heaven’s abundant living water and the fruit of the tree
of life that all sinners in the world could have free ac-
cess to and freely drink and eat, to have eternal life.
It is our Father's unique desire that we all, like Jesus,
should become the walking Garden of Eden on earth,
the supplier of the fruit of the tree of life and the liv-
ing water to this perishing world.

Now let us all stand up and set our hearts on building
the everlasting Garden of Eden that all the world can

- freely come and obtain eternal life from as our Father
eagerly desires us to do.
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24. With Whar Shall [ Come Before
My Lofty Father?

* The Tree of Life

First we need the tree of life in our hearts’ Garden.
And where can we find it and how should we plant it?

Oh! the tree of life standing over there on the hill
of John 15 of the Bible mountain is shaking its branch-
hands toward us to take itself, "'T am truly the tree of
life. Take and plant me and you will bear ‘much fruit .
[f you don’t, you will not be able to obtain the fruit
of the tree of life or anything.” (John 15:1,5).

Now the tree of life that we planted in the garden
of our hearts’ Eden just now is truly the tree of life—
Jesus Christ—that will *'vield its twelve kinds of fruit
each month™ (Rev. 22:2}, the fruit of the Spirit.

% The River of the Water of Life

Second we need the water of life in our hearts’ Eden
that has been desolate and arid for six thousand years.

Oh look! At the foot of the *'Revelation mountain"
““the Spirit and the bride'’ are motioning us to come
exclaiming, " Come every one who is thirsty, and who
desires it **(Rev. 22:17), Jesus, who is standing by them,
is exclaiming, "' 'If any one thirst, let him come to Me'
and ask for the river of the water of life, and in his
garden shall be a well of water springing up into
everlasting life and from him ‘shall flow rivers of liv-
ing water’ unceasingly’’ (John 7:37.38, 4:14).

The source of the river of living water we just asked
for is the Holy ' Spirit which they that believe on Him

1215-2161 223



If. The Only True God

should receive™ (John 7:39), from which it shall flow
out to the end of this desolate world. He from whom
the rivers of living water flows out is "'like a tree planted
by the river of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; and his leaf shall not wither, and what-
soever he doeth shall prosper” (Ps. 1:3, K.J.V.).

* The Fine Gold

The third is the fine "'gold" that was in the land of
the first Eden (Gen. 2:12),

Oh! lock over there. The Lord is coming with a big
lump of fine gold in His hands shouting toward us to
take it from Him, "‘Buy of Me gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich'' and your Garden will be
beautiful and rich (Rev. 3:18).

This goid tried in the fire is the faith through love
that loves God and all mankind as a family—the
agapeic love, which is God's light and life. ~'Now
abideth faith. hope, love, these three: but the greatest
of these is love.” "‘Love never faileth; but whether
there be prophecies. they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease’ (I Cor. 13:13,18, K.J.V.).

%k The White Raiment of Glory

For the last, if we can only cover our "'nakedness™
(Rev, 3:17} with the white raiment of glorious light that
we forfeited by the deceiver's temptation in the first
Eden, we will not try to flee from God when He visits
our new Eden like Adam and-Eve did but joyfully

224 216-2171

24. With Whar Shall | Come Betore
My Lofty Father?

welcome His approach and walk along in the Garden.
Then where can we find the white raiment of glory?

“"Behold, ... the heavens opened,”” and the Lord stan-
ding '‘at the right hand of God" {Acts 7:56, Mark
16:19) is exclaiming to us holding the white raiment
in His hand. "'Let not your heart be troubled. Buy of
Me... white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear. Any
one who clothes himself with the white raiment that
I give, and cover his shame shall dwell with Me and
minister to Me™' (John 14:1, K.1.V., Rev. 3:18, K.].V.,
Ps. 101:6). This white raiment is the holy character that
is as "perfect’’ (Matt, 5:48) as our heavenly Father,
the sanctified character with which all His ¢hildren
must be clothed, the only property we can bring to
heaven. And this is the very garment with which we
must be clothed in when we participate in the mar-
riage feast that the King of heaven will soon hold.
(Matt. 22:11,12)

Now in the hearts of His children who have com-
pleted their hearts' Edens that will be carried to
heaven, ‘‘there shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His ser-
vants shall serve Him: and they shall see his face: and
His name shall be in théir foreheads. There shall be
no night'" in their hearts; "*and they need no candle,
neither light of the sun: for the Lord God giveth them
light.” and in this world and the world to come “'they
shall reign forever and ever. Halellujah! (Rev, 22:3-5,
K.JV.,
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¥ Blessed People

< Blessed are the children of God who have
reestablished the Garden of Eden in their hearts to-
day. The triune God come to abide in their hearts and
they are His friends. The three Godheads are their eter-
nal Guests. for in their hearts is the throne of God.
They shall be carried to heaven and not be destroyed

- with the wicked. As the Garden of Eden was carried
into heaven when the flood came, so will they be car-
ried into heaven by the hand of God.

But those who have not reestablished the Garden of
Edén today, as they were buried in the water in the
days of Noah, shall be swallowed up by fire. They are
nothing but flesh like the passing wind never to return
again. Their hearts are unstable and wavering. They
were sleeping in the days of probation and counsel. >

Dear brethren and sisters! I earnestly wish that we
all here today build the paradise of Eden and enjoy
His special love and favor and protection to keep us
""as the apple of His eye”” (Deut. 32:10} and be car-
ried to heaven. Praise the Lord!
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% Things to Memorize for Complete Regeneration

I appreciate every one of my brethren and sisters for
reading this book up to now. Closing this chapter I
would like to make a request. The knowledge of God's
love that we have received is our heavenly Father's final
light and gift for us in these last days of earth's history
and it is that knowledge which gives us eternal life
John 17:3) and the keys of heaven, I believe. Therefore
although it is good for you to read through this book
once and put it away, | am assured that you should
never lose this knowledge of God's love but keep it
in mind meditating upon it in daily life since it is the
sacred knowledge which gives life to sinners. And your
life and character will not only be transformed to the
image of God in miraculous process but your life will
also become a succession of unspeakable joy and peace
of heaven. And your life will be uplifted high as if you
were embraced in His arms. This is the life of unity
with God, walking with Him as did Enoch.

Perhaps you cannot bear the whole content of this
book in your mind; now [ will show you how you can
keep this knowledge of eternal life in your mind and
meditate upon it all the time.

First, read through this book as many times as you
need so that the whole content of each subject may
flash through your mind clearly whenever you look up
any one of the 24 subjects” headings.
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Second, write down the entire subjects’ headings on
a sheet of paper or in your pocket book as below. and
while you are employed in your busy duties of life look
them up at every odd moment and meditate upon
them one by one.

The Only True God

_ L. My Father’s Lovely Form and Character

2. _My Father's Love Thicker than the Blood of the
Cross and Stronger than the Death of the Cross

3. My real Father who has Truly Borne Me

My Father who Made Me a Sweet Home as a

~Branch Home of Heaven

5. My Daddy who has Chosen Me and Paired Me
with Jesus My Eldest Brother

6. My Daddy who Answets to All My Prayers Per-
Sonally

7._ My Daddy who has Forgiven Me of My  Iniqui-

tv. Transgression, and Sin .

. h@% Daddy who Healed All My Diseases

My LJaddy who is Working Diligently for Me

and My Brothers and Sisters

10. My Daddy who has Given Me a Sinner His Holy
Spirit as a Gift R

11. My Daddy who has Given Me Another Fruit
of the Life

12. My Daddy who Sanctifies Me to Bear Fruit

13. My Daddy who has Given Away Jesus His First-
born Son Only for Me
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14. My Daddy who was Tormented with My Eldest
Brother on the Cross to Save Me

15. My Daddy who Comes into My Heart and
Dwells with Me Personally

16. My Daddy who Raises Me from the Dead and
Gives Me Eternal Life

17. My Daddy who Weeps on His Judgment Seat

18. My Daddy who Disciplines Me with Love

19. My Daddy who has Given Me His Throne

20. My Daddy who has Given Me His Royal
Authority

21. My Daddy who has Given Me His Kingdom

22. My Daddy who has Given Me an Everlasting
Sign

23. My Daddy who Lives with Me in a Mansion
Forever

24. With What shall I Come before My Father, the
Lofty God?

Third, memorize these 24 headings completely and
meditate upon every one day and night. And in due
time a great change will take place in your life, and
you will find yourself reaching to the high, uplifted
state of sanctification that you could neither imagine
nor experience before.—a state of transforming into
the perfection "“as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect’ (Matt. 5:48)

In this way to all His children on earth who have
accepted their Father who is in heaven and is at the
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same time "'not far from every one of us”™ (Acts 17:27;.
and dwells with us everyday (Isa. 57:15), as a personal
Father, He becomes their eternal Father individually.
a merciful real Father who gives them eternal life.
~ "'But the people that do know their God shall be
strong, and do exploits™ iDan. 11:32, K.J.V.}. *'But
for you who fear My name.the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go forth
leaping like calves from the stall"* (Mal. 4:2). And they
“'shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, ...
like the stars" in heaven “forever and ever' {Dan.
12:3}. “'The earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lord. as the waters cover the sea”
(Hab. 2:14). ""The sun shall be no more thy light by
day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall
no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw
- dtself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and
the days of thy mourning shall be ended, " *'saith the
Lord of hosts™ (Isa. 60:19,20, K.].V., Mal. 4.3, K.J. V..
Praise the Lord! My loving Father! My proud Father!
Glory forever! Praise the Lord!
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Chapter II. Jesus Christ {The Holy Son)

“This is life eternal that they might know ... Jesus
Christ’” {John 17:3, K.J.V.}

A Word of Request

Now in this chapter we will learn the second condi-
tion for eternal life. that is to "'know Jesus Christ™
(John 17:3). The precious knowledge of Jesus Christ.
the Son of God is a hidden mystery that no one in the
world nor angels can impart but the Father who has
been with Him from “'the beginning of His way. before
His works of old'"; *'no one knows the Son except the
Father ' (Matt. 11:27).

I wish that before we begin we have a briet time to
kneel humbly before our Father in order that He may
unfold the sacred and mysterious knowledge of His Son
Jesus Christ clearly to us.
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i, Jesus Christ

1. Christ’s Qutward Appearance and Inward
Heart

{1) His Qutward Appearance

There are various opinions and descriptions in regard
to Jesus' outward appearance as He was on earth. But
now let us listen to the testimonies of two eye-witnesses
and of the Bible and find out what He was like.

Lentulus who was a candidate for the governor of
Judea in the days of Jesus described His face and figure
as follows, "*A man of great power called Jesus is liv-
ing in our days in this region. People call Him a pro-
phet of truth, and His disciples the Son of God. He
raises up the dead anc heals the sick. His body and
stature is middle and well-balanced. He is a man of
so virtuous features that those who glance at Him are
forced to feel fear and atfection toward Him. His hair
is chestnut-brown and curled and waves smoothly
arpund His ears; it covers slightly His shoulders like
waves of water, and is parted in the middle of His head
in harmony with the customs of Nazarites. His face
is tender and calm without wrinkle or wound, and a
little ruddy. Nose and mouth are goodlooking. The
beard is much and not shaved, the same in color with
the hair and not too long, and parted from the chin.
The eyes are impressive and glittering. While He
reproves in a severe tone, He is gentle and meek and
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so cheerful as to try to be solemn, when He advises.
He rarely ever laughs but weeps sometimes. His body
is slender and of upright posture; hands and arms look
fine. He speaks in an earnest tone and not much, and
that, thoughtfully. He must be the most elegant among
the children of men."

Here is also a testimony discovered from a trust-
worthy and thoughtfully recorded report that Pontius
Pilate the Governor sent to Caesar the Emperor; he
once met Jesus personally face to face and also took
charge of His final judgment.

"One day as [ was pushing my way through a crowd
in a place cailed Shilo, [ came to notice a young man
addressing toward the crowd while leaning on the tree.
Someone informed me that he was Jesus. He looked
about 30 years old. I have never seen such a serene
face that captivates one's heart. ... (Later) 1 sent a let-
ter to Jesus to request a meeting at the Government-
general Hall. Jesus came. As Your Majesty already
know I came from a mixed background of both Roman
and Spanish blood who know no such fragile emotional
element as fear. When the Nazarite came in, [ had been
strolling about in the reception room. Then, all of a
sudden, my feet became immobilized on the ground
as if iron hands were adhered to the marble floor. The
young man of Nazareth was standing rather calmly
there and yet my whole body was trembling as if I were
a guilty criminal. Though he did not speak a word,
he drew near me as if telling me, ~'T am here.”” For
a while, I gazed at this extraordinary person with
respect and fear and he had the kind of feature that
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had not yet been portrayed by countless artists who
attempted to draw portraits of all gods and heroes in
the past. There was nothing in his trait that might
reveal any defect in such characteristics.”'— <" Pontius
Pilate™ in his report to Caesar the Roman Emperor >

Another Witness, God the Father testifies in the Bi-
ble, "He hath no form nor comeliness” of world's
hypocrites (Isa. 53:2}, but *My Beloved is white and
ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.”' “'He is
altogether lovely' (Song. 5:10,16, K.J.V.). *'This is My
Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased'” (Matt. 3:17,
K.J.V.).

To put these testimonies synthetically: we can find
that the features and whole figures of Jesus was
altogether very beautiful and well-balanced. and so lo-
ty, blameless and holy that those who looked at Him
were seized with fear by His dignity and personality
overflowing with God's love and grace. He was the
express image of God that came to make manifest the
invisible God. "'"No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared Him'" {John 1:18, K.J.V.}h,

(2) His Inward Heart

Jesus was a man of unspeakable humility: He.
“'though He was in the form of God. did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a servant. being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death.
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even death on a cross’ {Phi. 2:6-8). Truly ""He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities: the ehastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed ™ tIsa. 53:3.
K.J.V.}. "'Surely He has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted™ {Isa. 53:4). 'He was despised
and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not... He was
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and
like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so He
opened not His mouth. By oppression and judgement
He was taken away; and as for His generation, who
considered that He was cut off out of the land of the
living, stricken for the transgression of my people? And
they made His grave with the wicked and with a rich
man in His death, although He had done no violence.
and there was no deceit in His mouth™ {Isa. 53:3, 7-9).

""He committed no sin; no guile was found on His
lips. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten: but He trusted
to Him who judges justly. He Himself bore sins™ of
sinners “‘in His body on the tree, that™ sinners ' might
die to sin and live to righteousness'' (1 Peter 2:22-24},

In the world "one will hardly die for a righteous
man—though perhaps for a good man one will dare
even to die. But God shows His love for us in that while
we were vet sinners Christ died for us’” (Rom. 5:7, 8).
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Jesus’ lifte was one of persecution and insult who, in
order to save sinners. had abadoned His heavenly
Court and came down to this earth in human form.
Driven from Bethlehem by a jealous king. rejected by
His own people at Nazareth, condemned to death
without a cause at Jerusalem. Jesus, with His few
faithful followers. found a temporary asylum in a
strange city. He who was ever touched by human woe.,
who healed the sick. and restored sight to the blind,
hearing to the deaf, and speech to the dumb. who fed
the hungry and comforted the sorrowtul, was driven
from the people He had labored to save.

“"Though He was rich He became poor’” for the sake
of earthly sinners. so that the poor sinners “might
become rich'" 2 cor. 8.9},

Voluntarily He went through poverty and shame. He
was often hungry. thirsty, and tired from physical
labour. But He had nowhere to lay His head. (Matt.
8:20) In cold, dewy nights He often laid on a wet. bare
ground to sleep. But lying on bare ground He blessed
them that had rejected Him a moment before, ""He
was in the world, and the world was made by Him.
and the world knew Him not. He came unto His own,
and His own received Him not™ (John 1:10.11, K.J.V.).
Truly He who had abandoned heaven and come to
save sinners was "despised and rejected by men:... and
~ asone from whom men hide their faces He was despis-
ed’ (Isa. 53:3), The discipies did not even understand
the loneliness of Christ in its true state who had left
His Father's bosom and spent a life as a man on earth,

238

23237

i, Christ’s Outward Appearance and Inward Heart

He at times sorrowed as He did not receive the ap-
propriate treatment even from His own disciples. But
He never spoke a word of anger or displeasure with
His lips.

He said, ""The Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom
for many' " (Matt. 20:28, K.J.V.).

A spirit of self-pity could never be found in Him; it
was solely to bless others that He lived, thought, and
prayed. Oh! If the witnesses for Christ in the world
had kept the mind of Christ Jesus in their hearts (Phi,
2:5), what a great change could be seen today! How
many children of God would have returned to the
ranks of the redeemed!

As long as a tittle of selfishness, evil thought, or self-
pity remain in our hearts we cannot become perfect
witnesses for Jesus. Rather, we will represent jesus as
someone different from His true character leading the
world to conceive Him as selfish, arrogant, begotted,
destitue of love. mercy, compassion. and unforgiving
as we are. Jesus says, ~'If any man will come after Me.,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me"" iMatt. 16:24, K.].V.). "'If any one comes to Me
and does not hate... even his own life. he cannot be
My disciple.” *"Whoever ... does not renounce all that
he has cannot be My disciple  {Luke 14:26.33). **Love
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you. pray for those who abuse you''
(Luke 6:27,28,

"If you love those who love you. what credit is that
to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
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And if you do good to those who do good to you. what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same™
{Luke 6:32, 33).

Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one strikes
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also; and
if any one would sue you and take your coat, let him
have your cloak as well; and if any one forces you to
go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to him who
begs from you, and do not refuse him who would bor-
row from you.' ''Whatever you wish that men would
do to you, do so to them."’ *'so that you may be sons
of your heavenly Father who is in heaven'  (Matt.
5:39-42, 7:12, 5:43). This was His inward heart and
character and His life.

If we His followers, therefore. cherish jealousy in all
sorts of trifling matters, take detensive attitutes against
any loss, or strive to maintain the spirit of self-
dignity in heart, we give evidence that we are not
noble-minded people. In spite of false accusations, we
are to submit ourselves and love our enemies (Matt.
5:40,44). If any one would exploit us a mile, we are
to avail ourselves two miles, ""Why not rather be
wronged ? Why not rather be cheated? ™ (1 Cor. 6:7,
K.J. V... By so doing we shall become sons and
daughters of God. the approved disciples of Jesus.

The only work that He accepts is the work that
reflects His image. His {ollowers are to bear, as their
credentials to the world. His image the inetfaceable
characteristics of His immortal principles. In choosing
men and women for His service. God does not ask
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whether they possess worldly wealth, learning, or elo-
quence. He asks, "Do they walk in such humility that
I can teach them My way? Can I put My sacred words
into their lips? Do they have faultless, sanctified lips?
Will they perfectly represent My character? How much
do they possess My Spirit?"

As God sent Jesus as the Saviour of the world who
would perfectly represent His character, so is Jesus
seeking for those who will perfectly represent His
character to send them into the world. He says to
them, ' As the Father has sent Me, even so [ send you"'
(John 20:21},

The Jews cultivated a spirit of retaliation. In their
hatred of Romans they gave utterance to hard denun-
ciations, and pleased the wicked one by manifesting
his attributes, Jesus bade them not deceive themselves
with the thought that they could in heart rise up against
their oppressors, and cherish the longing to avenge
their wrongs. He was to do His work, not by overtur-
ning of thrones and kingdoms, not with pomp and out-
ward display, but through speaking to the hearts of
men by a life of mercy and self-sacrifice.

The kingdom of God comes not with outward show.
It comes through the gentleness of the inspiration of
His word, through the inward working of His Spirit,
the fellowship of the soul with Him who is its life,

Human effort will be efficient in the work of God
just according to the consecrated devotion of the
worker—by revealing the power of the grace of Christ
to transform life.
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There can be no more conclusive evidence that we
possess the spirit of Satan than the disposition to hurt
and destroy those who do not appreciate our work,
or who work contrary to our ideas.

The servants of Christ are not to act out the dictates
of the natural heart. They need to have close commu-
nion with God. lest, under provocation, self rise up.
and they pour forth a torrent of words that are unbefit-
ting, that are not as dew or the still showers that refresh
the withering plants. This is what Satan wants them
to do: for these are his methods. It is Satan that is
wroth:; it is the spirit of Satan that is revealed in anger
and accusing. But God's servants are to be represen-
tatives of Him. They are to {ix their eyes upon Christ.
Then they can present the gospel with divine tact and
gentleness. And the spirit that is kept gentle under pro-
vocation will speak more effectively in favor of the truth
than will any argument. however forcible,

Strength of character consists of two things—power
of will and power of self-control. The strongest man
is he, who. while sensitive to abuse. will yet restrain
passion and forgive his enemies. Such men are true
heroes in the sight of God and Jesus.

Jesus is glorified through them and makes them
channels of His power and He will bring them as His
attendants wherever He goes (Ps. 101:6).

"' Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus’' (Phi. 2:5!.
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2. Jesus Christ, the True God Who Came in
Human Form

"Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son. and they shall call His name Emmanuel.
which being interpreted is, God with us™ iMatt. 1:23,
KJ.V.h

"He, though He was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men, " —while being a true God
(Phi. 2:6-8). "'Since therefore'* His *‘children share in
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the
same nature, that through death He might destroy him
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death were sub-
ject to lifelong bondage... Therefore He had to be
made like His brethren in every respect, so that He
might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in
the service of God. to make expiation for the sins of
the people’” (Heb. 2:14-17).

Jesus Christ who was born as a baby two thousand
years ago was not a man Jesus that began His existence
at the time, but a God who had been from eternity
and come down to this earth in human likeness, the
true God who was clothed with humanity (1 John
5:200. His flesh was a son of man. Jesus a Nazarite,
but as for His spirit He was the Son of God. the Se-
cond Person of the Godhead abundant with divine
power and might. As for His humanity He was a man
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Jesus, but as for His divinity He was the Son of God
representing God; He Himself was the Almighty God.

Centuries before He came to earth as a man the pro-
phet Isaiah had prophesied, **Unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be
upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called
Wondertful, Counseller, The Mighty God, The
everlating Father, The Prince of Peace” {Isa. 9:6,
K.J.V.). He is an everlasting God “‘without father,
without mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life,”’ who has been with
God the Father from the days of eternity {Heb. 7:3).

As He came to earth He spoke, ""The Son of man
came to seek and to save the lost’" (Luke 19:10). **What
do you think? If 2 man has a hundred sheep, and
one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the
one that went astray?' The Son of man came to seek
and to save the lost sheep ~'—this earth (Matt. 18:12,
Luke 19:10)

As He was in the synagogue He spoke to the
multitude, "“Your Father Abraham rejoiced that he was
to see My day; he saw it and was glad™" {John 8:56!,
Then the Jews said to Him, "*You are not yet fifty years
old, and have you seen Abraham?" (John 8:57). "'Jesus
said to them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham waslam" (John 8:58). In this way He made
it clear to the blind Jewish leaders that He had existed
from before Abraham. before the foundation of the
world, from eternity,
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Truly He was the God of infinite love who came
down to save His perishing children on earth, *'who,
though He was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a servant.’’ It was not at
any one's urge or counsel that caused Him to come
down to save the one lost sheep, the earthly children
in the form of a humble man; He voluntarily sacrifi-
ced Himself. He could have remained by His Father
side, and to receive the glory and reverence from
angels. But in order that He might give light to the
world of darkness. and life to His perishing earthly
children He decided for Himself to give up His throne
to His Father and come down.

Two thousand years ago a mystic voice was spoken
from the throne of heaven. “‘Sacrifices and offerings
Thou hast not desired, but a body hast Thou prepared
for Me."" "'Lo, I have come to do Thy will, O God,
as it is written of Me in the roll of the book’ (Heb.
10:5, 7). In this word has been proclaimed the fulfil-
ment of the purpose that had been hidden from eter-
nity. Christ was to take upon Himself human nature
to come down to this earth, He said; A body hast thou
prepared for Me."" If He had come with the glory that
He had had with the Father from the foundation of
the world, we could have not stood the dazzling light
of His presence. But in order that we might see and
not be consumed by it He covered His glory fof God)
with His flesh. His divinity was covered with humani-
ty; the invisible glory appeared visible in the form of
a man. And He had not any outward beauty attrac-
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tive in the sight of men: yet He was God transformed
into flesh, the Light to heaven and earth. It was to ap-
proach His earthly children surrounded with SOrrow
and temptation that He covered His glory, grandeur.
and majesty. At the moment Satan seemed to have
gained the full victory, **when the fullness of the time
was come’ (Gal. 4:4), the Son of God appeared with
heaven's mission of grace. "'The word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.” (John 1:14, K.].V.),

Jesus came from heaven in order that He might
reshape the character of His earthly children that had
been ruined by sin. He came to drive out the devil that
had been taking possession of men's will, He came to
deliver us from the dust and dirt. and transform our
ruined characters into His holiness and clothe them
with the beauty of His glory.

The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless theme. We
marvel at the Saviour's sacrifice in exchanging the
throne of heaven for the manger, and the nonmEo:-
mv:u of adoring angels for the beasts of the stall. Yet
Em was but the beginning of wonderful condescen-
ston. It would have been an almost infinite humilia-
tion for the Son of God to take man's pature even
when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus
accepted humanity when the race had been weaken-
ed by four thousand years of sin. Like every child of
Adam He accepted the results of the great law of
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heredity. He came with such a heredity to share our
sorrows and temptations, and to give us the example
of a sinless life.

As | see the maggots in the cesspool. I am led to think
about our Lord God Jesus who gave up heaven and
came down in the very form of a filthy sinner into this
world full of terrible stench of sin, and ask myself.
“You, Myung Ho! If you were told to go into the
cesspool and become a magot and live there forever.
could you do it?"

"Oh! never, never could I do it"

“Then, how about just for one day and return?”

But my answer still springs forth the same, "'Oh.
no!"”’

O but the highest. lofty, and holy God our Lord Jesus
had left His lofty status and position of God and has
come down to this cesspool-like earth compared with
the heavenly court and become a man-maggot.

Oh what a sorrowful fact of His amazing sacritic! It
is that which neither sinners nor angels can unders-
tand; only the Father who is equal with Him knows
the length, height. and depth of His sacrifice!

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation and
insult for the God of heaven even to become a glorious,
holy angel; but what a startling sacrifice He payed in
becoming 2 man lower than angels in this sinful world !
O He is still sitting at the right hand of God as a man!
{Mark 16:19. Ps. 110:1}. He had not become a man
for a time. but He has become a man forever. It is His
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(God’s) unending sacrifice and humiliation.

O what should I say, how should I lament for my 3. Jesus Christ, the Creator God of the Universe
God’s, my Father's infinite humiliation and sacrifice
that bave been payed all for me. to save me alone! _ "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
When [ will see my Lord's. my Father's face in heaven _. with God, and the Word was God.” ""And the Word
someday. what will I be able to say to Him or how can ﬁ was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
[ see His face? With what words will I comfort and His glory. the glory as of the only begotten of the
thank Him? O I am a sinner. the chief of sinners! . Father. full of grace and truth™ (John 1:1. 14, K.J.V.1.

Jesus Himself says, ~"The Lord possessed Me in the
beginning of His way, before His works of old. | was
set up from everlasting, from the UmmH:Esw Or ever
‘the earth was. When there were no depths, I was
brought forth; when there were no fountains aboun-
ding with water. Before the mountains were settled,
before the hills was [ brought forth: while as yet He
had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest

_ part of the dust of the world. When He prepared the
heavens, I was there: when He set a compass upon the
face of the depth: when He established the clouds
above: when He strengthened the fountains of the
deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the
waters should not pass His commandment: when He
appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was by
Him, as one brought up with Him: and [ was daily His
delight. rejoicing always before Him'™ {Pro. §:22-30,
K.JV.)

When He was upon the earth the Father said, ""This
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased™” (Matt.
3:17, 17:5%; and the Son said to His Father, " And now,
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O Father. glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with
the glory which I had with Thee before the world was ™
{John 17:5, K.J.V.),

Truly "'He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of all creation; for in Him all things were
created. in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
authorities—all things were created through Him and
for Him. He is before all thin s, and in Him all things
hold together”” (Col. 1:15-17). But *'He was in the

-world. and the world was made by Him, and the world
knew Him not., He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not™ (John 1:10, 11, KJ V..

I remember a story I heard when I was a little boy,

Once there was a benevolent king in Korea called

""Seong Jong the Great™. who used to leave his royal
throne at times and travel incognito having dress-
ed himself like a commoner in order that he might
observe the circumstance of his people. One night as
he was walking around Seoul the Capital City. there
sounded ‘Bang! Bang!"' from a blacksmith's shop
though it was already past midnight. He drew toward
the shop and making 2 sudden appearance, he started
addressing the smith who was much absorbed in his
work. .

“Hello! Why is it that you are working so hard in
this midnight?"* And the smith answered without even
casting a look at him,

I have to work hard in order to pay debt and lay
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debt.”’ But the king did not catch his meaning. If he

off debts, he must be a debtor; and how
MMM WM_ MWW debt, being a debtor himself? And he asked
back. "'Don't you have to pay off your debts, w:a what
do you mean by ‘laying debt'?"" And he, displeased
with an annoying, uninvited guest. talked back cold-
ly, "How come you are so dullbrained that you can-
not even understand a word like this? To pay off my
debt means to practice filial piety toward my parents,
and to lay debt means to bring up m:&..naanmﬂm_ﬁ%
children.” And the king nodded, saying, "Oh! Is that
so? Now [ see. I am very sorry for hindering your gB.nw‘
Then may you succeed in what you do."’ And the king
came back to his court.

The next day the king sat on his royal throne dress-
ed up with his kingly robe as usual and no.BBm:ama
to bring the blacksmith to him. Now surprised at the
sudden royal command for someone mo.u_oé_w. wsa
unknown like him to present before the king, he im-
mediately ceased his work, dressed up @Emw_w.. ,Eosﬂ
to the king, and fell prostrate before him, saying. Suﬂ_,_q
Majesty, [ presented myself before Your Majesty.

Lift your face, look up to me: I am the man who

isited your house last night."”
ﬂmw__nM ﬁwm exceedingly frightened. and _”EH._EEW back
how bluntly he talked to him without realizing that
he was a king, he fell to the ground and begged for
remission. .

"I have committed a death-deserving sin against you,
Your Majesty.”
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“INo. T will greatly reward you for vour filial piety
and industry. "

Thus the Great King Seong Jong granted a great and
abundant reward to the humble. industrious
blacksmith and sent him back.

Likewise Jesus. the King of the universe, the Majes-

iy of heaven who had made the universe and 4ll the
worlds 1n it with His Father and had dominion over
them all exchanged His royal throne and robe with
man's plain clothes and came into this dark earth
‘devoid of light and life in the land of Judea as an unin-
vited Guest. And like any other human being He had
talked with people, ate with them. slept with them,
laboured with them. and personally tasted and ex-
perienced their hardships and difficulties. and returned
to His royal throne in heaven.

"He was in the world. and the world was made by
Him. and the world knew Him not. He came unto His
own. and His own recetved Him not" (John 1:10, 111,
Now every one upon the earth will see how he tor she!
treated the holy. benevolent King of heaven. In the
near future He shall “'sit upon the throne of His glory™
and call “all nations before Him " as with the case of
the blacksmith. and evervone will see Him clearly face
to face and find out who it was that appeared two thou-
sand vears ago in plain clothes. (Matt, 25:31.32)

Indeed. our God Jesus was “the true God'’ sitting
on the throne of heaven. who had taken compassion
on His children on earth and come down to save them
“who were subject to htelong bondage ™ under the

3. Jesus Christ. the Creator God of the Universe

power of Satan the enemy and Em.wwn:ﬁm and m%
troved under “'the power of death™ (1 Hous.s 5201,
Heb. 2:14-16). He is the One by whom ""all :ﬁ.bmm were
created in heaven and on earth, visible m:.n_ 5‘<,_EEm.
whether thrones or dominions or mmwbn_ﬁm_m_mm or
authorities—all things were created through Him and
for Him™" (Col. 1:16). And our Earth-Eden was .&.mo
His handy-work that was made and amno_.wﬁmﬂ GM Him
who had been with the Father from the beginning of
His works. and given to us as a gift to be our mems..
Therefore our heavenly Father speaks, ""This is "My
Fellow'. 'in whom 1 am well pleased’. "saith the Lord
of hosts’"" {Zech. 13:7, Matt. 3:17). Indeed. our Lord
Jesus is the true God, the Creator, the mmno:.ﬂ m,umﬂmo:
of the Godhead “"who is in the form of God,™ ""equal
with God.”” who has been ""a Fellow'" with God the
Father from everlasting to everlasting (Phi. u“@. There
is none in heaven and on earth who can deliver 9.0
children of earth from the power of the furious a.mS_
and his agents but the mighty power and precious
blood of this God Jesus. His hand has hung the éo.iﬁ_m
in space and made the flowers of the field beautiful.
"By Thy strength’ hast Thou _.mmﬁm_u:mjma. the moun-
tains,” *'The sea is His. for He made it (Ps. 65:6.
Soial: o
As He tilled the earth with beauty. m:a,ﬂro air with
singing. He wrote the message o:im wm_mrﬂ. s love
upon evervthing on earth, in the air. and in vmmcmb_
He says. "'l am Alpha and Omega. the _un%:d_:..m ms,a
the ending. saith the Lord. which was, and which is
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to come. the Almighty' (Rev. 1:.8. K.J.V.}. ""Behold.
[ come quickly; and My reward is with Me. to give
every man according as his work shall be. [ am Alpha
and Omega. the beginning and the end. the first and
the last.” “Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so,
come. Lord Jesus'' (Rev. 22:12.13.20, K.V

Praise the Lord! Glory to our God Jesus. our Creator,
our benevolent King forever! Praise the Lord!
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4. Jesus Christ, the Only Saviour of Man

" And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
JESUS: for He shall save His people from
their sins”’ (Matt. 1:21, K.]J.V.}.

""He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest.”" “*which shall be born of thee.... the Son
of God, " "'Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all’" (Luke 1:32,
35, Acts 10:36, K.J.V.).

"Glory to Ged in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men" (Luke 2:14, K.J.V.).

The Son of God is called *'the Messiah'’ in Hebrew
(John 1:41}, and in Greek, *"the Christ’" (John 4:25),
which is translated into our language “'The Anoginted’
{Acts 4:27) or ""The Commissioned.’’ Therefore the Bi-
ble writes of Him. *"Thy holy child Jesus, whom Thou
hast anointed " (Acts 4;27, K.J.V.). ""The Son of God"
whom the Father hath sanctified, and-sent into the
world"' (John 10:36, K.J.V.).

"“In the name of Jesus Christ [ pray’” with which we
close our paryers implies such a precious meaning as
this: "My heavenly Father! I pray to Thee trusting in
the name of Thy holy Son Jesus my God and Saviour
whom Thou hast sent with a commission to save a sin-
ner like me."

Jesus said, "'Ye shall ask in My name™’ (John 16:26,
K.].V.). “"Whatsoever ve shall ask the Father in My
name. He will give it you™ (John 16:23, K.J.V.}.

Our Father God bestows upon us the salvation of
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the world and “every good and perfect gift"” only
through the name of Jesus Christ His Son whom He
has commissioned angd sent to us {James 1:171.

Jesus said. 'l am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me™" (John
14:6). Theretore "'whosoever shall call on 5@ name of

the Lord™ Jesus Christ “'shall be delivered.” *"for there
is none other name under heaven gi given among men,
whereby we must be saved™ (Joel 2:32, Acts 4:12).

""But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God'* {John 1:12}, “'For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”” and “'that the world
Eno:wv Him might be saved'' (John 3:16,17).

“In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.
And the light shineth in darkness and the darkness
comprehended it not.” *"That was the true light. which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world."* *'i
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom m:a
knowledge'’ (John 1:4, 5, 9, Col. 2:3).

Jesus again said, "'l am the light of the world; he that
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness; but mrm= have
the light of life’” {John 8:12}. |
"' any that bread of life" “which cometh down from
heaven: that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am
the living bread which came down from heaven: if any
man eat of this bread, he shall live forever {John
6:48,50,51), f o ma |

“lwill give... the water of life”"; **'whoscever drinketh
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of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst: but
the water that [ shall give him shall be in him a well
of water springing up into mﬁimmc:m lite’” (Rev. 21:6.
\_owﬁ 414,

'l am the way. the truth, and the life.”” whoever you

.B..uw be “without Me... you can do nothing™" (John

14:6. 15:5. K.J.V.).

"*Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye have
cternal life: and they are they which testify of Me"
{John 5:39. K.]J.V.}

"This 1s life eternal that they might know... Jesus
Christ”” whom the only true God has sent to the world.
(John 17:3, K.J.V.)

When man knows aright and accepts Jesus Christ else
whom God has not chosen anyone to commit the work
of redemption of the wotld to, he obtains eternal life.
Only in Jesus Christ is found the precious blood to
cleanse the sinner, the true light to enlighten the world
of darkness, the immortal life, and the only way that
leads-to heaven. And all the treasures of truth,
knowledge and wisdom of the universe are found on-
ly in Him, and only through Him they are imparted.
He isthe center of all powers and might of the universe:
He is the Chief Superintendent of the universe. None
but He has the power to perfectly transform sinners
and to bring all His children who follow Him to the
Fattrer's kingdom at the last day.

We are powerless and helpless in extricating ourselves
from the pit of sin in which we have been fallen by
our own transgressions. Only as we put our whole trust
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in the mighty arms of Jesus our Saviour we can be freed
from this deep pit of death, He is the one and only
"Crane’’ that our heavenly Father has provided for
this derailed earth. Only His mighty arms can lift up
this crashed earth into its orginal orbit,
Only His hands can perfectly repair and restore
broken. impaired. lost, and twisted parts and all sorts
- of breakdowns in the heart of man.
“"Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
No one’ (Job 14:4). T |
""The carnal mind-is-enmity-against God: for it is.not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be'"
(Rom. 8:7). Yes, education, culture, the exercise of the
will, human effort, all have their proper sphere. but
they are powerless in changing heart from within. They
may produce an outward correctness of behavior. but
they cannot change the heart nor purify the springs
of life. T
There must be a power working from within, a new
life from above before men can be changed from sin
to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace alone can
quicken the lifeless faculties of the soul. and attract
it to God, to holiness. Paul the apostle, although he
was a man of highest wordly education and culture. ex-
claimed, in the bitterness of his soul-anguish and
despatr, "'1 am carnal, sold under sin"" (Rom. 7:14).
He longed for the purity, the righteousness. to which
in himself he was powerless to attain, and cried out,
'O wretched man that [ am! who shall deliver me from
this body of death?"" (Rom, 7:24}. Such is the cry that

258 ,
1249-250

4. fesus Christ, the Onlv Saviour of Man

has gone up from burdened hearts in all lands and in
all ages. To all.there is but one answer. ""Behold the
Lamb of God. which taketh away the sin of the world™
({John 1:291. In this manner as a sinner comes to Christ.
he is freed from all burden of sin heavy and toilsome.
and burdens of life. and begins to live a life of union
with Christ—a life of rest unto his soul. of heavenly
peace and joy (Matt. 11.28,29),

When. aiter his sin in deceiving Esau and Issac his
father, Jocob fled from his father’'s home. he was
weighed down with a sense of guilt. Lonely and out-
cast as he was. the one thought above all others pressed
down his soul. was the fear that his sin had cut him
otf from God. In sadness he lay down to rest on the
hare earth. around him only the lonely hills. and above.
the héavens bright with stars. As he slept, a strange
light broke upon his vision: and lo. from the plain on
which he lay. vast shadowy stairs seemed to lead up-
ward to the very gates of heaven. and upon them
angels of God were passing up and down (Gen 28:121,
while from the glory above. the divine voice was heard
in a message of comfort and hope. Thus was made
known to Jacob that which met the need and longing
of his soul—a Saviour. With joy and gratitude he saw
revealed a way by which he. a sinner, could be restored
to communion with God. The mystic ladder of his
dream represented Jesus. the only medium of com-
munication between God and man.
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This is the same figure o which Christ referred in
His conversation with Nathanael. to whom He said.
"Ye shali see heaven open. and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man ™ (John
LS KV,

Farth was cut off from heaven by sin. Across the gult
that lay between. there could be no communion. But
with His merits. Christ has bridged the gulf which sin
had made. so that the ministering angels can hold com-
munion with man. Christ connects fallen man in his
weakness and helplessness with their Father. the
Source of infinite power. with His humanity holding
man and with His divinity the throne of God, The only
way to God is Christ: He is the one and only Saviour
of man. He says, '] am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father. but by Me."
"Come unto Me all ye _ﬁwmﬁ labour and are heavy laden:
[ will give you rest”” and lead you to heaven. {John 14:6.
K.J.V.. Matt. 11:28. K.J ¥V,

Behold the cross of Calvary standing between heaven
and earth: it is the ladder of our holy Lord Jesus. that
connects earthly sinners with God strongly forever.
Through it heaven and earth are brought into perfect
reunion and restoration,

Glory and praise. thanks and reverence be to our on-

ly Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ forever and ever!
Praise the Lord!
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After these things Jesus went forth. and saw a
publican. named Levi. sitting at the receipt of custom:
and He said unto him, "Follow Me.” And he left all.
rose up. and followed Him. " "As jesus sat at meat
in his house. many publicans and sinners sat also
together with Jesus and His disciples™ Fcrm. 5:27.28:
K.J.V. Mark 2:15. K.J.V.}. "But their scribes and
Pharisees murmured against His disciples. saying. Why
do ye eat and drink with pulicans and mmﬂan.ﬁm.w: )
“Behold,"" Jesus is "'a friend of publicans and sinners
(Luke 5:30, K.J.V., Matt. 11:19, K.J.V.}.

But when Jesus heard that. He said unto them.
"They that be whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth.
' will have mercy. and not sacrifice’: for I am. c..n.wn.m@nﬁ
1o call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Matt.
9:12.13. K.J.V.1. |

The infinitely merciful and compassionate Majesty
of heaven who “'breaks not a bruised reed nor quen-
ches a dimly burnig wick™ (Isa. 42:3) did not HnEmm
the kind and warm hospitality of publicans and sin-
ners but gladly accepted it. and was pleased to sit &9
them at their tables. to eat and have intercourse with
them, But He was aware of strict criticism and
reproaches from jealous, hypocritical mnavmm and
Pharisees in consequence of His association with these
neople. But regardless of their criticism, His heart was
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drawn to publicans and sinners thirsting for the water
of life. He was not concerned with outwardness but
with the precious spirits that willingly Eﬁm:.m of sin
when pointed out. and return to God and obey Him.

He is today also. looking for such people and draws
to them to have intercourse with them. He is not con-
cerned with nationality. race. position. wealth and
poverty. and high and low. All the children of man
upon the earth are equally His precious children and
friends. N

To all who depart from sin and choose to gladly obey
God. He says. “"Behold,” “'here are My mother and
My brothers’’ (Matt. 12:49), "I tell you, My friends, "
“'no longer do I call you sérvants, ... but friends, " My
friends (Luke 12:4, John 15:15/. And He adds again,
_For you [ have shed My blood and given up My life."

What a great number of Christians today are deceiv-
ing temselves, like Pharisees of the old. by the spirit
of self-righteousness and hypocrisy ! Although they do
not admit in public, in the sight of God their act says,
"God. I thank Thee that I am not like other men, ex-
tortioners. unjust. adulterers, or even like this publican.
[ {ast twice a week, | give tithes of all that I get™ (Luke
i8:11.12): but to these souls that, without the
knowledge of God and the Saviour. indulge in drink-
ing. amusement. robbery. and murder, 2nd cry for
salvation in weariness and helplessness to get out of
the darkness, for whom Jesus has greatest pity. and
seeks to save. they say. 'Stand by thyself, come not
near to me: for I am holier than thou.”” Byt jesus, say-
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ing. ""These are a smoke in My nose. a fire that burneth
all the day™ (Isa. 65:5, K.].V.}. declared that He would
pour upon them His wrath.

He says. ""A certain creditor had two debtors: one
owed five hundred denarii!. and the other fifty. When
they could not pay. he forgave them both. Now which
of them v 1ll love him more?"* And he answered. "The
one. [ suppose. to whom he forgave more.”” And He
said. “'You have judged rightly"" (Luke 7:41-43),

He who committed ten times greater sin and was
forgiven will love Him and be loyal to Him more than
the one who committed a little sin and was forgiven.
Some day a great multitude of the redeemed will stand
around the throne of Jesus and praise Him who has
cleansed and saved them with His blood; and those
who will stand closest to Him will be prostitutes.
thieves. and murderers who have committed greatest
sins and been pointed at most contemptuously by their
neighbors on earth. Jesus has forsaken or given up not
even one soul as hopeless however contemptuously one
may be shunned from society or tumbling about at the
bottom of a cesspool of iniquity or in a den of licen-
ttiousness. He says. “"What though the whole head was
sick and the whole heart faint? What though from the
sole of the foot even unto the crown of the head there
was no soundness. but wounds and bruises, and putre-
tying sores? He who had been walking ?oémﬂ_% in
the way of his heart might find healing by turning to
the Lord.”" *'I have seen his ways, and will heal him...
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Peace. peace to him that is far off. and to him that is
near. saith the Lord: and [ will heal him"~ ([sa. 57:18.19,
K.J.V.). The heart of Jesus, overflowing with infinite
love. who abandoned all heaven to come to save sin-
ners yearns after those who feel powerless to free
themselves from the snares of Satan: and He graciously
offers to strengthen them to live for Him.

“Fear thou not. " Jesus bids them; *'I will strengthen
thee: yea. | will help thee: I will uphold thee with the
hand of My righteousness with which I made heaven
and earth. " “'Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men
of Israel: I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.”" In search of thee
alone I have forsaken heaven and come to this world
of darkness (Isa. 41:10,14, K.J.V.).

[t is not because He is reluctant to forgive a sinner
but because the sinner persistently refuses to avail
himself of abundant provision of His grace that He
should turn from the sinner and cannot save him from
his sin.

"Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
but your iniquities have seperated between you and
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you,

that He will not hear;"" and because you have forsaken -

Me the fountain of living water and persistently refused

to come to Me (sa. 59:1,2, K.J.V., Jer. 2:13),
When many people become wounded or die at the

same time due to a sudden traffic accident, they are
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all carried to the hospital urgently. There are fewer doc-
tors available to care for all these patients. But they
all need doctor’s care. Then to whom shall the doctor
run first to treat the injury? It must be the one that
is most seriously injured lying in a critical condition.
Likewise our great Physician Jesus has the greatest pi-
ty on sinners most wounded and bruised by transgres-
sion among all sinner-patients from the
railroad-calamity in the earth-train, who are most
alienated from society and receive coldest treatment
from the people.

But many people hesitate to come to Him, saying,
I have committed too great, too many sins to be

forgiven.” These are like those patients who, dying in

a critical condition shedding much blood by unfor-
tunate traffic accident, are saying, ""Will the doctor not
be displeased with me? Will he not scold me for so
great wounds?"" and indeed losing their lives seized
with foolish, useless anxiety.

Today Jesus is still exclaiming toward all the sinful
children who are coldly treated and pointed at by the
neople. ""Come unto Me. all ye that labour and are
heavy laden: [ will give you rest.”” I, I am He who
blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and
I will not remember your sins.”" | am your Physician.
your lovely Friend. your Saviour who abandoned
heaven and came down to this world of darkness in
order to blot out your sins, heal your body and soul,
and to bring you to heaven. Whoever comes to Me.
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"I will never cast out.” *] came not to call the
righteous. but sinners™ (Matt. 11:28, K.J.V., Isa. 43:25,
John 6:37.- Matt. 9:13),

Praise the Lord! ""He hath not beheld iniquity in
Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel: the
Lord his God is with him. and the shout of a king is
among them."" Therefore "blessed is he whose tran-
sgession is forgiven. whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.
and in whose spirit there is no guile”” (Num 23:21.
KJ.V. Ps. 32:1.2, KJ. V..

“Tacknowledged my sin to Thee, and I did not hide
my iniquity; T said, 'l will confess my transgressions
to the Lord": then Thou didst forgive the guilt of my
sin. Therefore let every one who is godly offer prayer
to Thee; at a time of distress. in the rush of great
waters. they shall not reach him. Thou art a hiding
place for me. Thou preservest me from troube: Thou
dost encompass me with deliverance (Ps, 32:5-7.

“Behold.” Jesus is "'a Friend of publicans and sin-
ners’ (Matt, 11:19). As sinners like bruised reed and
dimly burning wick accept His invitation and come to
Him, He is best pleased and delighted with them. From
then on He becomes their Saviour and an unique Friend
and the One like a tender mother who * girds herself
and lets her servants sit at table. and comes and serves
them'" {Luke 12:37), And He says to them. "You are
‘Our Friends’ (John 11:11). ‘My Friends™ tLuke 12:4);
true “friend loves at all times. Whatever you ask in
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My name, Lwill do it.”” Whenever “you ask anything
in My name, I will do it”" {Pro. 17:17. John 14:13. 141
QOur amiable and lovely Friend Jesus who is *‘the same
yesterday, today, and forever," " "who was received up
into heaven. and sat on the right hand of God, " is now
waiting for our petition, saying, " All that E__m Father
has is Mine," ask Me for anything™" (Heb. 13:8. Mark
16:19. John 16:15}, . |

Praise the Lord! Glory and praise to Jesus my
everlasting Friend who. in order to be a Friend of sin-
ners, had forsaken heaven, and was taken up to heaven
as a Friend of sinneres, and is now sitting at the right
hand of God as my everlasting Friend! Praise the Lord !
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6. Jesus Christ, a Servant of Man

"The Son of man came not to be ministered unto.
but to minister. and to give His life a ransom for many”™
tMatt. 20:28. K.V,

He "'rose from supper. luid aside His garment. and
girded Himself a towel. Then He poured water into
a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to
wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.”
He "'loved His own who were in the world, He loved
them to the end’ tJohn 13:4. 5. 1),

lesus. the Majesty of heaven came to this earth as
a servant of man. and served man in all his lifetime.
carrying his burden of sin and was slain on the cross.
This was the whole of His life.

“We see Jesus, .. crowned with... honour because of
the suffering of death. so that... He might taste death
for every onc (Heb. 2:91. ""He poured out His soul to
death. and was numbered with the transgressors: vet
He bore the sin of many. and made intercession for
the transgressors’ ilsa. 33:12¢,

Christ. a Servant of man has said, ""For this reason
the Father loves Me. because [ lay down My life. that
[ may take it again™" {John 10:17). He again said to
those who would follow Him. “'If any man would come
after Me. let him deny himnself and take up his cross
and follow Me'™ (Matt, 16:241, "'If any one comes to
Me and does not hate ... even his own life. he cannot
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be My disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross
and come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke
14:26. 27). "*If any man serve Me let him follow Me™
{(John 12:26, K.]1.V.).

“Verily, verily. I say unto you. the servant is not
greater than his lord: neither he that is sent greater
than he that sent him. If ye know these things. happy
are ye if ye do them.”” ""For I have given you an ex-
ample. that ye should do as I have done to you.” “'If
i then. your Lord and Master, have washed your feet”™
as a servant: 'ye also ought to wash one another’s
teet” being servants yourselves (John 13:16. 17, 15. 14.
K.J.V.h,

As neither a disciple is greater than his master nor
a servant than his lord. if a disciple lives the life of his
master. and a servant. of his lord, they are to be con-
tent and happy. The Lord served man as if He had
been their servant: and if the servants of the Lord
wants to be served by men. how could the humble
Lord gladly accept these arrogant servants? The hum
ble Lord might say to His other servants. ~Cast the
worthless servants into the outer darkness™ {(Matt.
25301, | :

Those who live the life of Jesus are His disciples. His
followers are to follow the very path that He passed
beforehand. Only as they do so they can meet their
Master who already passed before them.

Jesus made it plain how we are to live in this world.

“Will any one of you. who has a servant ploughing
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or keeping sheep. say to him when he has come in from
the field. "Come at once and sit down at table’ ? Will
he not rather say to him. "Prepare supper for me. and
gird yourself and serve me. till i eat and drink' does
he thank the servant because he did what was com-
manded? So you also. when you have done all that
is commanded you. say. "We are unworthy servants:
we have only done what was our duty’ " {Luke
17:7 100. This is the sort of life we ought to live on earth
as Jesus taught us. This was also the life of our Lord
God. Although we have done our best service for the
sake of our neighbors and all human race as did our
Lord. we are not to expect acknowledgement or
reward. On the contrary. we are to serve man as his
servants even at the expense of sacrificing our lives.
and at last say. ~"We are unworthy servants: we have
only done what was our duty.”” And we should not
forget that there is prepared for servants no reward
nor recompense however great works they may have
accomplished. but rather that only scolding. rebuke.
and whip are due for them.

Even the Majesty of heaven, our Lord, when He was
on earth. girded Himself, became His disciples’ ser-
vant. and washed their stinking feet. and also served
and healed all sorts of miserable sick people to whom
no one wanted to approach. He prepared the table for
the hungry multitude in the desert and His disciples
helped Him. But He received ridicule. abuse. reproof.
whip. and death on a cross with which He finished
His hie. to say nothing of gratitude. honour. and
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praise. This was His life and treatment He received
trom the world. Now He speaks to you and me who
follow Him today. "'lf any man serve Me. let him follow
Me; and where | am. there shall ajso My servant be”
John 12:26. K.J. V.1,

Jesus followers are to be on strict guard against self-
pity. Never should we indulge the feeling that we are
not esteemed as we should be. that our efforts are not
appreciated. that our work is too difficult. We should
let the memory of what Christ has endured for us
silence every murmuring thought, However lightly we
may be treated, we are treated better than was our
Lord.

Sin originated from self-seeking: the self-respecting
belongs to Satan’s kingdom.

From the manger to the cross. the life of Jesus was
a call to self-surrender. and fellowship in suffering.

The Lord has no place in His work for those who
have a greater desire to win the crown than to bear
the cross. He wants men who are more intent upon
doing their duty than upon receiving their reward—
men who are more solicitous for principle than for pro-
motion, \

Those who are humble and do their work as unto
(-od may not make so great a show as to those
who are full of bustle and self-importance; but their
work counts for more. Often those who make a great
parade call attention to self, interposing between the
people and God. and their work proves a failure.

The most elevated heart in Christians is the power
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to give victory to humble followers of Christ; for their
humility is the evidence of their communion with
heavenly court. “"For though the Lord is high. He
regards the lowly™ (Ps. 138:6). Those who reveal
Christ’s meeekness and humility shall obtain mercy
from God. They are of great value in God's sight
although they are despised in the world.

Neither to the wise. the great, or the charitable. nor
to the ardent, tireless. diligent worker is the pass to
heavenly. court given. It is fully given to the poor in
spirit who long to dwell with Christ. and to the hum-
ble in heart whose greatest desire is to do the will of
God. They will-join the ranks of those who have wash-
ed their garments and made themselves white through
the blood of the Lamb.

The Lord’s disciples shall not cease to manifest the
meekness of Christ their holy Example even if they may
be brought to the verge of loss. pain, and even death.
And by their works their Lord is glorified and exalted
betore governors and people. Men of Christ shall say
to their neighbors. “"He must increase. but 1 must
decrease’” (John 3:30. K.J.V.), and serve all mankind
as a servant serves his lord. They shall live to the world
with the spirit of Jesus as He spoke. ~"The Son of man
came not to be ministered unto. but to minister. and
to give His life a2 ransom for many™ tMatt. 20:28.
K.J. V..,

May the glory of Jesus be with His last disciples who
live His life by foliowing His steps on earth! Praise the
Lord! _
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1" A Man Betrayed by His Numerous Disciples

A great multitude pressed up to our Lord, every one
swearing to be His disciple. And the time came that
our Father's mighty hand should winnow them to
seperate the wheat from the chaff. Now Jesus began
His winnowing with His word to gather His wheat in-
to the granary and seperate it from the chaff (Matt,
30125,

He began to say, “'Verily, verily, I say unto you...
[ am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in
the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat
thereof. and not die. [ am the living bread which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread. he
shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is My
flesh. which 1 will give for the life of the world™" (John
6:47-51. K.].V.). The chaffs that were blown away by
this first winnowing were the Jews. ""The Jews then
disputed among themselves. saying. "How can this man
give us His flesh to eat?”" and they departed {John
6:521,

But He did not cease it here but continued His win-
nowing all the more forcibly to those that remained.

lesus said unto them. ""Verily. verily. I say unto you.
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink
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His blood. ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My
tlesh. and drinketh My blood. hath eternal life: and
[ will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is meat
indeed. and My blood is drink indeed. He that eateth
My flesh. and drinketh My blood. dwelleth in Me. and
[in him. As the living Father hath sent Me. and 1 live
by the Father: so he that eateth Me. even he shall live
by Me. This is that bread which came down from
heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are
dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever”
{John 6:53-58, K.].V.). And *"from that time many of
His disciples went back. and walked no more with
Him"' (John 6:66, KJ.V.).

In this way the great mulititude protessing to be His
disciples themselves rejected Him and departed from
Him: and the wheats that remained were merely the
shabby twelve. And these twelve disciples also were
sitting restlessly, disputing among themselves. " This
is a hard saying'’ (fohn 6.60¢

And Jesus asked them a sad question. Do you also
wish to go away?"' (John 6:67). And Simon Peter
answered Him, " Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life: and we have believed. and
have come to know that vou are the Holy One of God "
‘John 6.68.69}.

But in the eyes of the Holy One was seen one more
chaff to be blown away among the shabby twelve.
“Jesus answered them. 'Did 1 not choose you. the
twelve. and one of you 1s a devil?" He spoke of Judas
the son of Simon Iscariot™ (John 6:70.71).
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With a yearning heart, Jesus saw those who had once
been His disciples departing from Him, the Life and
the Light of men. The consciousness that His compas-
sion was unappreciated. His love unrequited, His mer-
cy slighted, His salvation rejected, filled Him with
sorrow that was inexpressible. [t was such
developments as these that made Him a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief. Without attempting
to hinder those whoe were leaving Him, Jesus turned
to the twelve and said, ~"Will ye also go away? " This
was the result of His work for which He had laboured
day and night, sparing no labor, toil. sacrifice and His
service, Therefore the Bible speaks of Him. ~'1 have
laboured in vain, [ have spent My strength for nought™
{[sa. 49:4. K.J.V.).

Oh! who can comprehend our Lord's exceedingly
deep sorrow and comfort Him? "'No one knows the
Son except the Father” (Matt. 11:27).

When Jesus was winnowing the multitude. He told
them to eat His flesh and drink His blood. By this He
meant that His blood was His sin-atoning blood. and
the Holy Spirit that was gushing out from Him
unlimitedly. ' ‘the rivers of living water"' {John 7:38,3%9),
and that His {lesh was the bread of the word that pro-
ceeded out of His mouth. which was the bread of life
to human souls (Matt. 4:4). This interpretation is sure
and right for He Himself made it plain in the 6th
chapter of John.
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“"When Jesus knew in Himnself that His disciples mur-
mured at it. He said unto them, 'Doth this offend
you? " ] will tell you the real meaning. It is the spirit
that revives man's life: the flesh”"— My flesh and
bleod—""profiteth nothing: the words that [ speak unto
you,—the living waters of the Holy Spirit {My blood)
and the bread of My word (My flesh!, they are spirit,
and they are life’” (John 6:61, 63, K.J.V.). "'But there

are some of you that do not believe’™ {John 6:64)

12 A Man of Loneliness within His Family Circle

Once He was teaching a great number of people in
a house. “"and His mother and His brothers came; and
standing outside they sent to Him. and called Him "™
(Mark 3.31), “'for people were saying. 'He is beside
Himself'", "He has an unclean spirit’ " (Mark 3:21,30),
Therefore *'when His family heard it. they went out
to seize Him™' {Mark 3:21).

What a dismaying scene it is { How could they go
so far in failing to understand Him? Had they not liv-
ed with Him for 30 years under one roof. eat at one
table together? What is more, had Mary His mother
not received angels’ direct messages and visions at least
several times when she had conceived Him? And how
is it that, listening to the voice of the Jews and scribes
who had been stirred by Satan the enemy saying, ""He
is beside Himself and possessed of devil” (Mark
3:21,221, they came to Him making tumult. sending
for Him to confine Him at home for recuperation?
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Who. in all the world. could understand our Lord s
soul-anguish and loneliness? What a heartaching. sad-
dening fact it is that His own tamily who were to sur-
round Him with warmest comfort, encouragement,
and profound understanding did not understand Him
but on the contrary disturbed His work!

“*And a crowd was sitting about Him: and they said
to Him. 'Your mother and your brothers are outside.
asking for you '~ (Mark 3:32). And He replied, "Who
are My mother and My brothers? "~ And Hoow_bm on
those who. sat_about Him He' said, “Here-ate: My
mother and brothers! Whoever'* knows the will of God
and obey and serve Him “'is My brother, and sister.
and mother. My mother and brothers who are calling
Me now outside without knowing the will of God, say-
ing. 'He is mad, possessed of evill spirit,” may be
perhaps called My mother and brothers in the flesh.
but, considered by heaverr's family relationship, they
are not My mother and brothers™ (Mark 3:33-35).

Sorrowed by inconsiderate understanding at home,
He often sought for comfort elsewhere. There was a
home at which He was pleased to call frequently: it
was the home of Lazarus and Mary and Martha. He
found peace in heart in the atmosphere of confidence
and love at their home. But there was not one upon
the earth who knew and understood His sacred mis-
sion and His weighty burden He was to carry for the
race. He could find comfort only as He spread out His
heart before His heavenly Father in communion with
Him.
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“Therefore ] wish all my brethren and sisters who are
following "out T.6rd "today not t6 be sorrowed -by
displeased with family, friends, or fellow believers who
do not understand us, but press forwird until we get
to h€aven, remembering Him and keeping out éyes

upon our Lord. -~

(3¢ A Man Rejected by the Religious World

“"When the morning came. all the chief priests and
the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to
put Him to death: and they bound Him and led Him
away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor'* iMatt.
273 2)

The religious leaders who had been teaching the
Scriptures to the people. who should have most rejoic-
ed at the coming of the Saviour {Messiah) and most
enthusiastically welcomed and received Him paradox-
ically received Him not but hated and rejected Him
most fiercely in the lead and were stirred up to put
Him to death: in reality, theirs was a religion of for-
malism and hypocrisy: and what is more, the blind
religious leaders who have gone up and down the
pulpit like the theatrical actors have constituted the
miserable and deplorable world of religion today since
ancient days, |

What 2 great, painstaking effort Jesus put forth two
thousand years ago to arouse and return them! But
having been rejected persistently by them, He left for
Golotha wailing aloud. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
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that killest the prophets. and stonest them which are
sent unto thee. how often would I have gathered thy
children together. even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings and ve would not!"" (Martt, 23.37.
K.J.V..

Qur Jesus who wept and lamented over Jerusalem
two thousand years ago is now weeping and wailing
over the earth of today. He drew near the earth and
is weeping over it, saying. ~'[f thou hadst known. even
thou. at least in this thy day. the-things which belong
unto thy peace! but now thev are hid from thine eyes”
{Lukeé 19:41.42, K.J. V.1,

“"He" or a church ““that hath an ear. let him hear™
Jesus weeping over the earth! (Rev.2:11}.

“Verily, verily, T say unto you, ... the churches that
“hear the voice of the Son of God™ and repent *'shall
live " at the day of the world's destruction {John 3:25!.

Jesus. the Saviour of man from heaven has been
betrayed and rejected by the religious world and its
leaders vesterday and today. That is why He cannot
have close access to His beloved children but is only
wandering around them weeping and wailing. Ah!we
need today such religious world and leaders as will
receive Jesus! This earth needs themt

(4} Qur Jesus Betrayed by Judas His Disciple

Our Lord had not called nor chosen Judas. but He
earnestly endeavored to return him and lead him o
repentance. And especially because he was more at-
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tached to riches than were other disciples. He entrusted
him with the money bag in giving him opportunity to
help the poor and needy in order to help him remove
his selfishness and cultivate a spirit of charity and sym-
pathy. But ignoring his Muster's earnest wish toward
him. and helping himself to what was put into the
money bag. he was declared before God that “"he was
a thiet. and as he had the money box he used to take
what was put into it” {John 12:6!.

Once he loved the Great Teacher and felt a desire
to have his harsh character and life changed but did
not cooperate with his Master in His labour to mold
his character by surrendering himself to Him. and
began to walk the path of a straggler by cherishing
worldly ambition of position and fame and love of
money and persisting the spirit of criticism and accuse.
Always comparing himself with other disciples. he {ldt-
tered himself that the church would often be brought

Into perplexity and embarrassment. and the work of |

God would meet the difficulty if it were not for himseli.
[o this way. while other disciples were striving to empty
their hearts for transformation of character. he was.
providing a good., advantageous ground for the enemy
by always exalting himself. Even when he return-
ed having made pledge to sell his holy Master with
thirty coins of silver as a price of a slave. Jesus per-
sistently and earnestly endeavored to the end to return
him to repentance. As He was washing Judas’ feet year-
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ningly. so obstinate heart of Judas waved violently like
the waves of the rolling sea for a time by the influence
of the Holy Spirit and felt the urge to repent. but per
sisting in his course of apostasy. he finally lost his
golden opportunity.

And in a few minutes he walked out on his feet that
his Master had washed with iove to accomplish his pur
pose of delivering his Master. He acted as an agent and
a guide to lead the wicked men carrying weapons and
cudgels and clubs to capture Jesus. And in front of His
beloved disciple. Jesus was bound and led away. This
was the treatment that our Lord received from Judas
until the end.

{5) Our Jesus Betrayed by Peter His Disciple

“But Peter denied it before them all. saying. "I do
not know. what you mean ™ tMatt. 26:701,

Had not Jesus poured upon Peter best love and at
fection and treated him as the best disciple? And now
he is denying his Master before all people. saying. |
do not even know what it means when you say | am
one of His disciples.” How do vou think our Lord felt
in His heart when hearing this word trom His belov-
ed disciple?

Again from Peter’s lips was spoken all the more
positive word of betrayal. "And again he denied it with
an oath. T do not know the man’ " IMatt. 26:721,

O Peter ! Have vou not. just a few days ago. confessed
to Him with vour lips that He was the Christ. the Son
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of the living God. the Second Person of the triune God
in heaven? iMatt. 16:16). And now how is it that you
Jegrade “'the Christ”" to "aman’" and deny Him with
an oath. saying. "'l do not know <the man>""? What
made you so stingy as to refuse to give Him a proper
treatment even as a human master. and what could
break the intimate relationship between you and your
Master? Who could make you forsake your Master's
love so lightly that has been thicker than blood and
stronger thandeath to you? Is this all that you can
render to your Master, your God who has forsaken
heaven and come down to find you?

After a little while a louder and more blunt answer
came out from Peter’'s mouth. “"Then he began to in-
voke a curse on himself and to swear. ‘! do not know
the man "~ iMatt. 26:74.

O how can it be! Were it not you. Simon Peter. who
swore with big talk just a while ago. saying. “Though
they all fall awav because of vou. [ will never fall
away 7 'Matt, 26:331, Has your Lord not chosen you
to be one of the three best disciples. and given vou
the privilege to see the Father’s giory and the holy men
Moses and Elijah on the mount of Transfiguration. and
put special confidence in you and asked to pray for
Him on the Garden of Gethsemane? And this is your
recompense for His love and grace? O you wretched
disciple! Wretched Peter! ...

This s all that our Lord Jesus had received from the
world and from His disciples until His last hour,
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(61 Qur Jesus Betrayed by All the World

“He was in the world. and the world was made by
Him., and the world knew Him not. He came unto His
own. and His own received Him not.”” "They all
said unto Him. "Let Him be crucified”" (John 1:10. 11.
K.JV.. Matt. 272223 K.V,

""Then answered all the people. and said. "His blood
be on us. and on our children... And... Jesus..." was
“delivered to be crucified’” (Matt. 27:25.26, K.J.V.},

This was the treatment that Jesus received from the
world who had loved the world so much and aban-
doned His heaven's ivory palace and come down to
save the world. But He loved His own who were in
the world. He loved them to the end.”" and prayed for
them who were crucifying Himself, saying. " Father,
forgive them. for they know not what they do.”” "And
having said this He breathed His last™ {John 13:1. Luke
23:34.46).

This was His last hour upon the earth and treatment
He received from the world that He loved to the end
although they did not love Him.

As He came to save the world as a‘baby. He had to
borrow 1 stall. for the earth did not provide Him a
room. and soon after to be a fugitive escaping from
the sword of the wicked king Herod. In His childhood.
growing up in an unfortunate family. He could have
not one carefree day for rest, supplying living expenses
of His family and getting all kinds of harsh and scorn-
ful treatments and hatred from His step-brothers. But
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He never spoke a word of complaint about His step-
brothers or a word of murmur in His daily toilsome
labor. As a child. Jesus lived a life of loneliness who
received constant misunderstanding and contempt
from His tamily. and after He began His public ministry
He had to go through constant pain from rejection and
betrayal even by His professed disciples. In the end
He was ostracized by the joint force of all the world
and ended His life crucified on a cross: indeed His life
was a succession of insult and contempt. loneliness and
sorrow, and persecution. The world had indeed no
place for Him as He said. "' The foxes have holes. and
the birds of the air have nests: but the Son of man hath
not where to lay His head in the world ™ tMatt. 8:20.
K. Vo

The life of Jesus we have learned so far in six phases
is the path that we, His.disciples of today. are to follow.

Praise the Lord! May peace and joy be with all the
Jisciples who clearly know their Lord’s way and follow
Him!

Praise the Lord!

284 (273

8. Wealth and Poverty of Jesus on Earth

1) Poverty of Jesus

Jesus whose dominion extended over all the universe
came to this earth and wandered around without His
own nation. " Jesus answered, 'My kingdom is not of
this world™ " {John 18:36, K.J.V.}.

Qur Saviour whose home was all the universe and
had the entire heaven as His dwelling place, had no
where to lay His head when He came to this earth and
wandered from place to place. He said, ""The foxes
have holes. and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man hath not where to lay His head " (Matt.
8:20. K J.V.L

As the Owner of all the treasures of the universe.
who had said. " 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is
Mine'" (Hag. 2:81. He led a life of extreme poverty even
without a penny in His pocket when He came to this
earth. He said, "Go to the sea and cast a hook, and
take the first fish that comes up, and when you open
its mouth you will find a shekel; take that and give
it to them for Me and for yourself'" (Matt. 17:26.27).
Though He was the Lord of heaven who had been
“giving all men everything'™ (Acts 17:25). He was
scarce of bread and frequently went hungry. sometimes
even skipping both breakfast and supper. One day.
after skipping His breakfast "'in the morning. as He
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was returning to the city. He was hungry, And seeing
a 1ig tree by the wavside He went to it to find some
tigs to relieve His hunger "but found nothing on it but
leaves only™ 1Matt, 21:18.191. And one evening as He
was walking across the grainfields with His disciples.
having skipped that supper. they plucked heads of
grain to relieve their extreme hunger. “Jesus went
through the grainfields on the sabbath: His disciples
were hungry. and they began to pluck heads of grain
and to cat’” idMatr 12:11. But then Jesus did not even
eat the grain. And during His earthly ministry for His
children He had not ridden a horse or an ass once.
Regardless of the distance He always traveled on foot
and was often ~'wearied with His journey™" {John 4:61,
with the exception of only one occasion when He. on
His last journey. rode on a borrowed ass in order to
fulfil the Scriptures. *'jesus, wearied as He was with
His journey. sat down beside the well. It was about
the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to
draw water.” and He met her (John 4:6.7).

A woman cast out from the world. worthless and in-
significant as she was in the sight of men, given in mar-
riage five times and now living with someone's
husband subject to her adverse fortune. in order to
reclaim this one afflicted and lost sheep of His, our
Lord walked about thirty two kilometers {some 20
miles! and was very thirsty and hungry. But when
tound the woman. one lost sheep of His. He was [il-
ed with jov and gladness forgetting His thirst and

AT g
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hunger. And His disciples brought Him food and said.
"Rabbi. eat.”” But He said to them. "'[ have food to
eat of which you do not know.”" Then His disciples
said to each other. ""Has anyone brought Him food ? ™
But there was no one who had given Him food tJohn
4:31.321,

Besides these, we do know well that He once starv-
ed for forty days in the wilderness for the sake of His
children that had been fallen by the power of appetite.
By these facts. we can see that His life was the succes-
sion of poverty and hunger. But He never prayed nor
spoke a word of care concerning His own poverty, His
food. clothing and shelter, He never prayed, thought

and shed tears. but for others.
"You know the grace ot our Lord Jesus Christ that

though He was rich. yet for your sake He became
poor. so that by His poverty you might become rich
12 Cor. 8:9.

What is more. He was always persecuted and despis-
ed. “If they persecuted Me. they will persecute you."
He said (john 13:201,

When He was being dragged with the heavy cross upon
His shoulders to be slain under false accusation. “"there
followed Him a great muliritude of the people and of
women who bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus
turning to them said. ‘Daughters of Jerusalem. do not
weep for Me'. " He loved them exceedingly and said.
“Weep for vourselves and for vour children.”” and went
on Luke 23:27.28!. Even then He was getting dragg-
ed in an empty stomach after having gone without food
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for many days. He “'loved His own who were in the
world. He loved them to the end’” {John 13:1}. After
all. He died in hunger. "' Father. into Thy hands [ com-
mit My spirit!"" And He breathed His last (Luke 23:46¢.

Though He was the richest in the universe. yet for
His children's sake He became the poorest, so that by
His poverty they might become rich (2 Cor. 8:9%.

By His poverty we became rich.

By His hunger we became satisfied.

By His misery we became happy.

By His chastisement we have peace.

By His bruise we are healed.

By His wound we became healthy.

By His sorrow we have joy.

By His tear we can smile.

By His wailing we can sing praises,

By His captivity we have been made free.

By His humiliation we have become noble.

By His exceeding lowliness we have been brought
up to God s throne.

By His insuit we are glorified.

By His death we have found eternal life.

Because He went down to the grave we are privileg-
ed to see the glorious morning of resurrection.

Oh. immeasurable is the grace of our Lord Jesus!

Beyond all comparison with the heavens. with the
sea, with the firmament!

Not by pen. nor by word, nor by anything can it be
described!

ahe (276-277)

8. Weaith and Poverty of Jesus on Earth

"They are higher than the heavens—what can you
do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave—
what can you know?"" (Job. 11:8. N.I.V.). What can
I do but to give Him ceaseless thanks wiping away my
tears pouring forth from my eyes with my hands?

{21 Wealth of Jesus

%% He was rich in love. "I and the Father are one.™
and "'God is love” (John 10:30, 4:8). "By this we know
love. that He laid down His life for us™ (1 John 3:16!.

# He was rich in mercy. ~'T am a Good Shepherd ...
I lay down My life for the sheep’ (John 10:14.15).
“When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for
them, because they were harassed and helpless. like
sheep without a shepherd.”” ""He had compassion on
them, ... and He began to teach them many things™
(Matt, 9:36. Mark 6:34},

* He was rich in humility. He, ""though He was in
the form of God. did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped. but emptied Himself. taking the
form of a servant. being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form He humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death, even death on the
cross’ (Phi. 2:6-8).

% He was rich in faith. ""Verily, verily. [ say unto
you. He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall
he do also; and greater works than these shall he do.™
" All things are possible to him who believes {John
14:12. K.J.V., Mark 9:23).
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% He was rich in the Holy Spirit, “*God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit... He went about
doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the
devil” {Acts 10:38).

% He was rich in power. "God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth... with power.” “Jesus  perceived in
Himself that power had gone forth from Him" (Acts
10:38. Mark 5:30),

*& He was rich in authority. " All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to Me.”" "' have given you
authority... over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall hurt you' (Matt. 28:18, Luke 10:19!.

% He was rich in living water, "'If any man thirst,
let him come unto Me, and drink. He that believeth
on Me... out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. "But whoever drinks of the water that [ shall
give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give
him will become in him a spring of water welling up
to eternal life”” (John 7:37.38. K.J.V.. 4:14).

% He was rich in the light of life. "I am the light
of the world: He who follows Me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life’”” (John 8:121.

* He was rich in the bread tfood! of life. "'Do not
labour for the food which perishes. but for the food
which endures to eternal life. which the Son of man
will give to you™ (John 6:27). '] am the bread of life:
he who comes to Me shall not hunger™™ (John 6:351.

% He was rich in all things in the universe. ' All that
the Father has is Mine " Whatever vou ask in My
name, | will do it fJohn 16:15. 14:13. 14 .
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8. Wealth and Poverty of Jesus on Earth

In conclusion, our Lord Jesus was the poorest in the
world of sin. and richest before God in the universe.

He said. "'If any one serves Me. he must follow Me ™
(John 12:26). " A servant is not greater than his master,
nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. ™
""Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
any one loves the world, love {for the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the {lesh
and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not
of the Father but is of the world™ (John 13:16,1 Jchn
2:15,16).

"If any man would come after Me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me"" tMark
8:34). "'If any one comes to Me and does not hate his
own father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters. yes, and even his own life, he can-
not be My disciple,”” ""Whoever of you does not re-
nounce all that he has cannot be My disciple’” (Luke
[4:26,33),

""Truly. | say to you. there is no man who has left
house or wife or brothers or parents or children. for
the sake of the kingdom of God. who will not receive
manifold more in this time. and in the age to come
eternal life,”

“Truly. 1 say to you. there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or lands. for My sake and for the gospel. who
will not receive an hundredfold now in this time.
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and

20]
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~ children and lands. with persecutions. and in the age
to come eternal life”” (Luke 18:29,30. Mark 10:29.301.
< Reference: Mark 12:50. Luke 22:35. Num. 11:23,
2 Cor 9:8 9>
He who loves his life loses it. and he who hates his
life in this world will keep it for eternal life"" {John
12:054,

"Truly. truly. [ say to you.”” "a disciple is not above
his teacher, nor a servant above his master: it is enough
for the disciple to be like his teacher. and the servant
like his master.”” "If you know these things. blessed
are you if you do them™ ¢John 13:16.17. Matt.
10:24,25.

"'If any one serves Me. he must follow Me: and where
[ am. there shall My servant be also: if any one serves
Me, the Father will honour him' (John 12:26).

Praise the Lord! May eternal riches and glory be with

,the followers of Jesus! Amen. Praise the Lord!
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9. Jesus the Nazarite, a Faithful Servant of God

""He was faithful to Him who appointed Him. just
as Moses also was faithful in God’s house ™" (Heb.3:21.

It is written concerning Moses in the Bible.— There
has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses. -
whom the Lord knew face to face, none like him for
all the signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him
to do in the land of Egypt. to Pharach and to all his
servants and to all his land, and for all the mighty
power and all the great and terrible deeds which Moses
wrought in the sight of all Israel”” (Deut. 34:10-12).
“"Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all
men that were on the face of the earth™ (Num. 12:3).
“The Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a
man speaks to his friend’" (Ex. 33:11).

Among all the prophets and servants of God that
have arisen down through the ages since the beginn-
ing, there has not been one like Moses who talked with
God face to face and worked great miracles except
Jesus. As GGod had descended on Mt. Sinai to meet with
Moses, He descended again before the people when
Jesus came out of the water being baptized. and pro-
claimed, "' This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased’ (Matt. 3:17}. and sent down Moses and Eli-
jah to meet with Him on Mount of Transfiguration.
and declared. "This is My beloved Son. with whom
[ am well pleased: listen to Him " (Matt. 17:5). Then
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His face shone like the sun as Moses' face had shone
after his contact with God on Mt. Sinai (Matt, 17:2},
And as Moses had experienced a face to face commu-
nion with God as with a friend before he went to Egypt
and worked great miracles there. so did Jesus commun-
ed with His Father at dawn every morning before He
went out to work great miracles and wonders in the
world. .

Therefore the Bible bears testimony of Him. saying.
""He was faithful to Him who appointed Him. just as
Moses also was faithful in God's house™ {Heb.3:21,

Being the greatest prophet as he was though. Moses
cannot be compared with Jesus. "'Jesus has been
counted worthy of as much more glory than Moses as
the builder of a house has more honour than the
house’™ (Heb. 3:3!,

If Moses were accounted to be a house, Jesus would
be the Master who built the house; because Moses was
a creature created by Jesus, while Jesus is the Creator
God who had endowed him his body and life, And
"Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant. ...
but Christ was faithful over God's house as a Son™
‘Heb. 3:5.6}.

While Moses had been a servant of God who served
Him for a time, Jesus was “"equal’ with Him, being
“'the brightness of His glory and the express image of
His Person. " and sitting "'at the right hand of the Ma-
jesty of heaven.™ Jesus was the unique partner of God
and His Son to discuss all sorts of matters like making
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the worlds. the plan of redemption of man and ad-
ministering the affairs of all the universe. 1Phi. 2:6.
Heb. 1:3. 2v,

For this reason Satan cherished dissatistaction and
rose in rebellion. As he saw (God and Jesus having
council and converse with each other in regard to all
the affairs of the universe. he desired to join Them.
He said in his heart. "'[ will ascend to heaven: above
the stars of God I will set my throne on high: I will
sit on the mount of assembly” of God “'in the far
north: 1 will ascend above the heights of the clouds.
I will make myself like the Most High ™ tIsa. 14:13. 14).
But the Bible says. ""Shall the axe vaunt itself over him
who hews with it. or the saw magnify itself against him
who wields it? As if a rod should wield him who lifts
it. or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood"
lisa. 10:15'. "Woe unto him. who strives with his
Maker. an earthen vessel with the potter! Does the clay
say to him who {ashions it. "What are you making ?
or "Your work has no handles'?"" {Isa. 45:91. This is
a comment directed at the unreasonableness of Satan’s
act in cherishing envy of Jesus who was his Creator.
harboring a grudge and making a complaint about the
way God handles His affairs and rising in rebellion
against Him.

Although he, by persisting his course. has been
“brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit™
tIsa. 14:15, N.L.V.i. he still keeps on deing his wicked
works today striving to implant his presumptuous evil
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ideas into the minds of men. and we are to be on strict
guard against him. Envy, coveteousness. backbiting,
self-exaltation. criticism and repreach upon others are
not to be allowed to take the least part of our hearts
or pass our lips: for those who do these things are ser-
vants of Satan and his possessions.

Now back to the story of Jesus the Son of God. Our
lofty Jesus stands in exact contrast with Satan. On His
throne in heaven or on earth alike He was always meek
and humbile in heart and never displayed Himself as
the Son of God of the universe. and as the Prince of
the universe who had consulted with God about all
the affairs of the universe. Rather He took a pleasure
in doing God's will, as a little son in God’s house. or
even as a man of Nazareth, Jesus. He calmly spoke.
"I have come down from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent Me'" (John 6:38),
He never spoke a word nor did anything at His own
will but in perfect accordance with what God told Him
to do who had sent Him. "' have not spoken of Mysel:
but the Father which sent Me. He gave Me a com-
mandment, what | should say, and what [ should
speak... Whatsoever [ speak therefore, even as the
Father said unto Me, so I speak’™ (John 12:49. 50,
K.J.V.). "When ye have lifted up the Son of men. then
shall ye know ... that I do nothing of Myself; but as
My Father hath taught Me, I speak these things™ {John
828, K.J.V..

When Jesus the Son of God the Nazarite saw and
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heard the deeds and words of man He did not draw
a conclusion or judge them on His own, and God spoke
of Him. "Who is blind but My Servant?... He sees
many things, but does not observe them: His ears are
open, but He does not hear™” (Isa. 42:19, 20!

The Nazarite chose the wisest and the most safe way:
He said. I can of Mine ownself do nothing: as | hear™
from the Father, ~'T judge: and My judgement is just:
because [ seek not Mine own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent Me™ (John 5:30, K.J.V.).

What a wise and thoughtful course the Nazarite Jesus
chose ! For this reason, He did not make a single
mistake or commit a sin. He put all His trust in His
perfect and omniscient Father, and in perfect accor-
dance with what the Father said to Him He believed.
conciuded and judged all things. And there was no way
He could thoughtlessly be led to a situation liable to
cause Him to make a mistake or commit sin. On this
wise He could become the sinless Saviour by being the
only and the first sinless Person since the beginning.

If we as His followers also, as did Jesus the Nazarite.
decide not to live according to our own idea, thought
and judgment but choose to trust God wholly and
act and judge according to what He says to us. we can
also live “"a life without sin"* (Heb. 9:28).

Because the Nazarite Jesus was “"one with God™
{John 10:30), living hidden under the wings of His
power, all evil powers of Satan could have nothing to
do with Him, ~'He who had sent Me is with Me"" {(John
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8:29), said He surrounded by the safe fortress of God.

He who followed such a wise course of life also liv-
ed solely for the giory of God and became a person
who most pleased and glorified Him on earth, and He
could say, 'He has not left Me alone. for I always do
what is pleasing to Him"" {John 8:29). Truly He was
the Son of God, Jesus the Nazarite, who was indeed
worthy of hearing the voice from heaven—""This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ™ (Matt. 17:5).
We are to follow His example of life of wisdom at any
cost, for this is the only “"way'" to sinless life. leading
us to God (John 14:6).

""Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly
call.... consider Jesus." "'In the days of His flesh. ...
although He was a Son, He learned obedience. ... and
being made perfect He became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him'™ (Heb, 3:1, 5:7-9).

‘Praise the Lord ! Glory and praise and thanksgiving
to our Lord Jesus who has taught us the only way for

salvation with His example of obedience! Praise the
Lordf

12857

10. Jesus Christ, a Man of Prayer

“In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers
and supplications. with loud cries and tears’™ (Heb.
5:7). When He took human nature, He was as helpless
a man of Nazareth as we are. He was indeed a man,
Jesus of Nazareth who was, just as we are, subject to
hunger when starved. pain when beaten, weariness
when He walked a lot, exhaustion when overworked,
pain when injured shedding blood. and death if any
one would kill Him. That is why He became an
unwearied suppliant who offered petitions to God
night after night in order to receive new supply of
power. [n order to come forth braced for duty to save
the world and ovecome trials brought by Satan's
ceaseless challenges, He had to receive from His Father
fresh supplies of strength and power. Therefore every
morning He spent hours with His Father to receive
fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit that He might impart
the bread of life and light of life to men. And He held
unceasing communion with His Father through
unceasing prayer. Prayer was, to the Nazarite, the
source of strength and the key to His mysterious power
that flowed out from Him. ''In the days of His flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from
death. and He was heard for His godly fear’” {Heb.
5T,
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If He had neglected vnw%mh He could not have
become the Saviour of the world or the Conquerer over
the power of Satan; He might have become an eternal

loser. It was His prayer that made the Man of Nazareth
a powerful Conquerer ‘and the glorious Saviour.

* As He was praying, the heaven was opened.
“When Jesus...had been baptized and was praying,

the heaven was opened’’ (Luke 3:21).

* As He was praying, the Holy Spirit descended

upon Him.

"When Jesus... was praying.... the Holy Spirit

descended upon Him in bodily form, as a dove " (Luke
22129

* As He was praying, the voice of God was heard.

..Erm:. Jesus... was praying, ... a voice came from
heaven, "Thou art My beloved Son: with Thee [ am
well pleased' "’ (Luke 3:21, 22},

* As He was praying, His appearance changed.

“As He was praying, the appearance of His face

mrm:mna, . and became as bright as a flash of lighten-
ing"" (Luke 9:29).
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s By prayer He received power to cast out devil.

"And in the morning. rising up a great while before
day. He went out. and departed into a solitary place.
and there prayed... And He preached in their
synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out
devils" (Mark 1:35, 39, _

Every morning hours of prayer was of the greatest
importance to Jesus: During these extremely impor-
tant early morning hours He held communion with His
Father. and received full strength, power and light.
After these hours of prayer, He went about, casting
out devil. setting free all that had been oppressed by
Satan. But His disciples were different. In early morn-
ings they would be mostly in deep sleep and wake up
late in the morning, and even when praying in some
early mornings they used to mutter a few words and
give up contrary to their Master. Yet they desired to
possess their Master's power to cast out devil, but they
could not. Once they came to Jesus ~"and asked Him
privately, "Why could we not cast it out’?"" (Mark
9:28). And He said to them. ""This kind can come out
only by prayer ™ (Mark 9:29. N.LV.)- To say again, "' As
long as you keep snoring at dawn every morning, such
powers cannot come forth from you. And you cannot.
drive out the demon.'' This was a solemn rebuke to
the disciples who neglected prayer.

Yet He spoke again. ‘'Verily, verily I say unto you.
he that believeth on Me, the works that | do shail he
do also; and greater works than these shall he do™
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John 14:12, K.J.V.t. To say again. Truly I say to you.
if you were as fervent in prayer as [ am, the power that
comes out from Me would come out from vou. And
do " greater works than these ' that is. you will be able
to cover greater region than I did to exercise powers,
travelling to the uttermost part of the earth. And late
after His ascension they found out that the source of
the power of their Master had been in His prayers He
had used to offer at every night. every dawn and
always. and began to **devote themselves to prayer’’
(Acts. 1:14), and at last they became second Jesuses
as their Master had said {John 14:12}. and went out
into the world and set free all that had been oppress-
ed by devil and all the sick. *"Many wonders and signs
were done through the apostles.”” " And the disciples
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord
worked with them and confirmed His word by the

signs that accompanied it"" (Acts 2:43, Mark 16:20.
N.LV.I.,

* As He prayed, great miracles followed Him.

“Atter He had dismissed the crowds, He went up
on the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening
came, He was there alone... And in the fourth watch
of the night He came to them, walking on the sea”
(Matt. 1423, 23),

% By fasting and prayer He overcame Satan.
"Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
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10, Jesus Christ, a Man of Prayer

wilderness... And He fasted” and prayed "'forty days
and forty nights'" (Matt. 4:1, 2}. " And afterward. .. the
tempter came... to Him'® (Matt. 4.2 3), But He
defeated him completely in his threefold challenges
‘Matt. 4:3-10). "'Then the devil left Him, and behold,
angels came and ministered to Him™™ (Matt. 4:1]1),

% By His prayer the disciples were saved.

“Behold, Satan demanded to have you. that he
might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you
that your faith may not fail”’ (Luke 22:31,32}.

* By His prayer the world was saved.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, "being in an agony
He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat became like
great drops of blood falling upon the ground™ (Luke
22:44). " And Jesus'’ on the cross '‘said, ‘Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do"" {Luke 23:34),

% After all night prayer, He chose His disciples.

""He went out to the mountain to pray; and all night
He continued in prayer to God. And it was day, He
called His disciples. and chose from them twelve,
whom He named apostles’” (Luke 6:12, 13).

** He finished His daily work in prayer.

After He had dismissed the crowds. He went up
on the mountain by Himself to pray™ (Matt. 14:23},
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)k Prayer-hours of greater importance than
multitudes (hearers)

""The news about Him spread all the more, so that
crowds of people came to hear Him and to be healed
of their sickness. But Jesus often withdrew to lonely
places and prayed’ (Luke 5;15. 16, N.L.V.}.

** His habitual life of prayer

"He... went, as was His custom, to the Mount of
Olives; ... And when He came to the place, ... He knelt
down and prayed’’ {Luke 22:39-41).

Indeed. prayer was to Jesus the Nazarite the only
source of His strength, channel of power, secret of vic-
tory, communion with God, and a life of satety in God,
which made Him victorious and great and the glorious
Saviour.

And if the Saviour of men the Son of God felt the
need of prayer, how much more should feeble, sinful
mortals feel the necessity of fervent, constant prayer?

A life of tervent and diligent prayer is one of the most
indispensabie duties of God’s children. If we would
follow Him. we have no other way but to follow the
path Jesus passed before us by praying. In order that
we may overcome like Jesus we are also to pray as He
prayed. Prayer is the key in the hand of faith that
unlocks heaven's storehouse. where are treasured the
boundless resources of Omnipotence. It enables us to
draw from it heaven's riches. powers. wisdom.
strength. and GGod (the Holy Spirit),
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10. Jesus Christ. a2 Man of Praver

Without prayer we can receive nothing from God:
and He cannot give anything to those who desire
nothing. " Ask. and it will be given you... For every
one who asks receives’ {Matt. 7:7. 8). _

To those who pray today just as Jesus the Nazarite
prayed, heaven will be opened, the Holy Spirit will be
given, and the voice of God will be heard from heaven.
Their appearance and character will be transformed
into the image of God and shine brightly. Great powers
and miracles of God will accompany them: and by
them all sinners of the world will be saved. Yet they
will not be satisfied here but press closer to God and
enjoy hours of being together with Him, which no one
can interrupt. They hold joytul communion with Him
at dawn every morning and every night embraced in
His bosom. And keeping in close, ceaseless connec-
tion with Him in their daily duties of life, they walk
with him like Enoch did. And as they at times fast and
pray through nigh ., He will answer to their earnest
‘petitions with the fullness of His grace and abundant
gifts of love.

But those who offer formal, lifeless prayers occa-
sionally will be in danger of skepticism, unbelief, in-
viting darkness into their souls. Prayer is to be fervent
and earnest with firm assurance, persisting until it is
answered from heaven. Such prayer will surely increase
the prayer’s faith, joy, happiness, and rewards more
and more, and enable him to enter heaven sufficiently.
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He who prays is a man of power.

he who prays is a man of happiness.

he who prays i1s 2 man who meets God.

he who pravs is a witness for God.

he who pravs ts a man walking with God.

he who pravs is a man like Christ.

he who prays is a man who will live forever in the
house of God.

He who does not pray is a man of incompetence.

he who does not pray is a man of misery.

he who does not pray is a man who cannot glorify
God.

he who does not pray is a man who denies God.

he who does not pray is a man who worries God.

he who does not pray is a man seperated from God,

he who does not pray is a man who cannot be sanc-
tified forever.

he who does not pray will never enter the house of
God forever,

Glory and praise and thanksgiving to our Lord jesus
who has shown us the only “way'" iJohn 14:6: to
heaven and an example of praver! Praisc the Lord!
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11. Jesus Christ Who Destroyed the Prison-gate
of Death

'O wretched man that [ am! who shall deliver me
trom the body of this death? " iRom. 7:24. K.]. V.. This
has been the cry of all the mankind imprisoned behind
“'the gates of death.” "'the doors of the shadow of
death’” that Satan had made (Job 38:17.

There is not one in heaven and on earth and under
the earth who is able 1o open or shut or destroy this
prison-gate of death. This gate of hell is such a dread-
ful and strong a gate of death that it cannot be open-
ed or shut by any mighty angel or even by ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousand of thousands of
angels in heaven. 'O who will deliver me from this
gate of death?”

At this time “the Son of God was manifested on
earth who alone “has the kevs of hell and of death™
in the universe. "that He might destroy the works of
the devil”” fRev. 1:18. 1 John 3:18. K.J.V.+.

This courageous Son of God has once had a fierce
battle in heaven with the devil Satan. the dreadiu] rival:
and He has an experience of victory over him. ~There
was war in heaven: Michael (Christ’ and His angels
fought against the dragon iSatan': and the dragon
fought and his angels. and prevailed not: neither was
their place found any more in heaven. And the great
dragon was cast out. that old serpent. called the Devil.
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and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him™" (Rev. 12-7-9, K.J.V.).

Thus when Jesus the Son of God came to this earth,
He had to again fight a bloody and desperate battle
with the enemy ""that had the power of death, that
is. the devil”™ (Heb. 2:14, K.].V.}, for the enemy still
laid strong hold on “the gates of death’ on earth.

When "'the strong one.’’ Satan and his innumerable
angels “"fully armed. guards his own palace. his goods
are in peace: but when One stronger than he,”' Jesus
the Son of God, 'assails him and overcomes him. He
takes away his armour in which he trusted. "—his sting
of death and the gates of death and all his authorities
tLuke 11:21. 22}, For this reason.although he had once
been driven out from heaven defeated by Jesus, he was
now determined to defend the earth. his final fortress.
desperately and was waiting for Him the Son of God
to appear.

When man had been sunken in the pit of Satan in
the beginning. God declared to Satan. I will put en-
mity between thee {Satan) and the woman.... and her
seed (Jesus! ... shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise His heel'” tGen. 3:15. K.J.V.). As he heard this
declaration he perceived that Jesus the Son of God
would surely appear again on this earth. and since then
he began to make his elaborate preparation for battle
against Him.

At last four thousand years had passed, the Son of
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11. Jesus Christ Who Destroved the
Prison-gate of Death

(God appeared as a little. helpless baby in Bethlehem
in the land of Judea all alone. partaking of human
nature. He came with a body and mind that had
degenerated for thousands of years. Satan was much
delighted at the fact. And being elated by his full con-
fidence for his warranted victory this time, he mobiliz-
ed Herod's army and sword and set to work his first
scheme to get rid of Jesus by killing all babies under
the age of two in Bethlehem. But just before the crisis
He received a desperate help from an angel and was
able to escape to Egypt. (Matt. 2:13)

Having failed here, he again attempted to defeat Him
after He reached maturity when He was exhausted
after 40 days of fasting in the wilderness. But here alike
the Son of God courageously gained victory over him
with ease and without a mistake in each of his three
challenges. (Matt. 4:1-11)

Since then the enemy persistently followed Him every
hour. everyday seeking chances to overcome Him,
adopting all direct and indirect means and mobilizing
all Jewish religious leaders, wicked” mobs, and ail
authorities. But the valiant Son of God won every battle
calmly without showing a blunder or a mistake. Ir-
ritated as he was, he now attempted to thrust the soul
of the Son of God into a terrible agony and tempta-
tion twisting His soul. Then the Son of God, after three
times of struggle and cry of agony, perspired blood-
like sweat and fell exhausted on the ground. But He
gained perfect victory in this battle too. (Matt.
26:36-44, Luke 22:44)
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SNow the final battleground where Satan put all his
strength was from Pilate's judgment to Calvary. But
here too Jesus. the Son of God. gained a splendid vic-
toty. Regrettably e died a glorious death on this
bloody battleground. But the blood He shed while
sacrificing His life would even more theroughly and
completely destrov the prison-gate of death that had
contined all the race and set them frec more perfectly
than when He was alive. He declared. "It is finished.
"1 have overcome the world"" {John 19:30, 16:33!.

“Therefore. holy brethren. who share in a heavenly
call. consider Jesus. the Apostle and High Priest of our
conifession” " (Heb, 3.1,

Behold the Son of God who appeared bravely as a
new-born baby in the midst of the enemy’'s territory.
the dreadful fortress of death that were full of spears
and swords of the enemies, where the banner of the
enemy was fluttering. His example of valor and courage
is what we are to possess when marching forward to
tight with the enemy:.

As He starved for forty davs ' His Appearance was
so marred. beyond human semblance. and His form
bevond that of the sons of men '™ 1Isa. 52:14}. and was
exhausted: vet He showed us an example by display-
ng His valor and combativeness in times of extreme
physical exhaustion in moving forward to encounter
the enemy and win victory after victory. And Jesus.
the Lamb of God calmly maintained heaven's sacred
peace and meekness. exercising self-restraint. self
denial. and patience stronger than death before insult,
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i1 fesus Chrisr Who Destroved the
I'mson-gace of Death
contempt. false accusation. violence. and death that
are unbcarable to any man and neither yielded nor
bowed down to the enemy in the least degree but gain-
ed victory to the last minute. And this courageous bat-
tie our Saviour fought with His fine character 1s to be
the theme of our meditation.

Let us also “"resist the devil.”” “think no evil. rejoice
not in iniquity, but rejoice in the truth. bearing all
things. believing all things. ... enduring all things. " and
gain victory “"by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God™ {James 4:7.1 Cor. 13:6,7. Matt. 4:41
""For to this you have been called, that you may ob-
tain a blessing ™" {1 Peter 3:91. Jesus, the Son of God
is now speaking to us: ""The Son of man came.” “'that
through death He might destroy him who has the
power of death. that is. the devil. and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong bon-
dage’": "'let not vour hearts be troubled.” "Be of good
cheer. I have overcome the world.”” 'Fear not, I am
the tirst and the last. and the Living One: I died. and
behold T am alvie {orevermore. and | have the kevs
of Death and Hades.” "Nothing shail hurt you. '™ "1
will ransom them from the power of the grave: I will
redeem them from death.”” "'no one shall snatch them
out of My hand ™ (Luke 19:10, Heb. 2:14, John 16:33.
Rev. [:17 18, Luke 10:19. Hosea 13:14. John 1(:28:.

“Thanks be to (God. ... you were once slaves of sin. ™
but (;od *"has manitested through the appearing ot our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought
lite and immortality to light through the gospel.”
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“"Now that you have been set free from sin.... the
return that you get is... eternal life.”" "'There is
theretore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has set ™" you "*free from the law of sin of death. "
Praise the Lord! (Rom. 6:17,18, 2 Tim. 1:10. Rom. 6:22,
Rom. 8:1.2). O death, where is thy victory? O death,
where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin. and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God. who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Praise the Lord! (1 Cor, 15:55-57) O Lord!... O Thou
who liftest me up from the gates of death.” You
“delivered us from so deadly a peril.”" and gave us
- Power over all the power of the enemy."' Now *'the
gates of hell shall not prevail against™ us. Praise the
Lord! {Ps.9:13. 2 Cor. 1:10, Luke 10:19. Matt. 16: 18/

""Grace be unto you. and peace... from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of
the dead. and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto
Him that loved us. and washed us from our sins in His
own blood. and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father. to Him be glory and dominion

forever and ever, Amen. " Praise the Lord! (Rev. 1:4-6.
K.J. V..
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12. Jesus Christ, the Holy Shepherd

"] am the Good Shepherd: the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep.” I am the Good Shepherd.
and know My sheep. and am known of Mine. As the
Father knoweth Me. even so know 1 the Father: and
I lay down My life for the sheep.”” "And ye My flock.
the flock of My pasture. are men..and [ am your God.
saith the Lord God'" {John 10:11.14,15. K.].V., Ezek.
S48

As our heavenly Father saw His earthly children
wander around aimlessly without the shepherd. to
become a prey to the wild beast Satan. He sighed.

"My sheep wandered through all the mountains. and
upon every high hill: yea. My flock was scattered upon
all the face of the earth and none did search or seek
after them."” "'because there is no shepherd: and they
became meat to all the beasts of the field. when they
were scattered  (Ezek. 34:6,5.K.]. V.1, ""Theretore will
I save My flock. and they shall no more be a prey:”
for 'I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall
teed them. even My servant David: he shall feed them,
and he shall be their shepherd. And I the Lord will
be their God. and My servant David a prince among
them: I the Lord have spoken it. And I will make with
them a covenant of peace. and cause the evil beasts
to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely
in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods™ (Ezek.
34:22-25, K.J.V..
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“Allwe like sheep have gone astrav' 1lsa. 53:61. The
Lord €;od our Father was deeply touched with pity for
us and sent us a holy shepherd David- Jesus Christ
His Son in order that He might save us from the power
of Satan the wild beast. and lead us safely to His
kingdom. Therefore. today we are. under the protec:
tion of the power of Jesus the holy Shepherd. able to

dwell sately in the wilderness™ of earth. partaking
freely of the todder of eternal life.

Betorce He came to the earth He had declared. T will
feed My tlock. and I will cause them to lie down. saith
the Lord God. [ will seek that which was lost. and bring
again that which was driven away. and will bind up
that which was broken. and will strengthen that which
was sick. " " As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the
day that he is among his sheep that are scattered: so
will [ seek out My sheep. and will deliver them out of
all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day. And I will bring them out {rom the peo-
ple. and gather them from the countries. and will bring
them to their own land. and feed them upon the moun-
tams of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. [ will feed them in a good
pasturc. and upon the high mountains of Israel shall
thetr fold be: there shall they lic in a good fald, and
in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains
of Israel " iEzek. 34:15.16. 12-14. K.J.V.1

Indeed. “‘when the fulness of the time was come’
'Gal. 4:4' the Lord Gad Jesus, according as He had
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12 Jesus Christ. the Good Shepherd

declared in heaven. came down to Bethlehem to be
the Shepherd of His earthly children. He came to
Jeliver them from the power of Satan the wild beast
“who had the power of death’” (Heb. 2:14'. and to
bring them to heaven. their home.

He said. "The Son of man came to seek and to save
the lost ™™ tLuke 19:10). And “"when He saw the crowds.
He had compassion for them. because they were
harassed and helpless. like sheep without a shepherd. ™
"As He went ashore He saw a great throng. and He
had compassion on them. because they were like sheep
without a shepherd: and He began to teach them many
things™™ {Matt, 9:26. Mark 6:34}.

He said. '] am the Good Shepherd... [ lay down My
life for the sheep.”” "'For this reason the Father loves
Me, because [ lay down My life. that 1 may take it
again. No onc takes it from Me. but [ lay it down of
My own accord " {John 10:14,15.17.18!. " Then said
Jesus unto them again. "Verily. verily. I say unto you.
[ am the door of the sheep... By Me it anv man enter
in. he shall be saved. and shall go in and out. and find
pasture’ [John 1(3:7.91

I am the Good Shepherd. ™ "The sheep hear His
voice, and He calls His own sheep by name and leads
them out. " ""You did not choose Me. but I chose you
and appointed vou' iJohn 10:11. 3,15:16!.

The Almighty God who is “"the Alpha and Omega.
the first and the last. the beginning and the end™™ ‘Rev,
22:131 1s our Good Shepherd. who lays down His
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precious lite for us of His own accord. and becomes
the Door of the sheep Himself through which man may
go in and out to find abundant pastures of eternal life.
it is He who. betore the foundation of the world. had
seen and known us with the Father and chosen us
be His sheep: and when the time came He came and
called and found each one of us today.,

But toward Jewish leaders. Pharisees and scribes that
He had not chosen He said. "Ye believe not because
ve are not of My sheep... My sheep hear My voice.
and [ know them. and they follow Me. And I give un-
to them eternal life: and they shall never perish. neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand.™
“He who is of God hears the words of God: the reason
why vou do not hear them is that vou are not of God ™
Hohn 10:26-28. K.1.V.. John 8471,

"Ye are of vour father the devil. and the lusts of your
tather ye will do. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning and abode not in the truth. because there is no
~truth in him. When he speaketh a lie. he speaketh his
own: for he is a liar. and the father of it 1John 844,
[N

Centuries before Jesus came. the prophet [sajah had
spoken. 7O Zion. that bringest good tidings. get thee
up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem. that bringest
good tidings. lift up thy voice with strength: lift it up.
be not afraid: sav unto the cities of Judah. “Behold your
God! ... He shall feed His ilock like a shepherd: He
»hatl gather the lambs with Tlis arm. and carryv them
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in His bosom. and gently lead those that are with
voung  Isa. 4(:9.11. K.J. V.0

David praised Him. saying. ~“The Lord is my
Shepherd: | shall not want™ ™ iPs. 23:1%,

The apostle Paul spoke of Him “our Lord Jesus. the
(ireat Shepherd of the sheep’™ (Heb. 13:200.

Peter said. "Ye were as sheep going astray: but are
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of vour
souls”™ i1 Peter 2:25, K.J.V.1.

The apostle John said. "And I looked. and. lo. a
Lamb stood on the mount Sion. and with Him an hun-
dred forty and four thousand.”” ""These are they which
tollow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These are
redeemed from among men. being the first fruits un-
to God and to the Lamb.”” “"they shall hunger no more.
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them. nor any heat. for the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them. and shall lead them un-
to living fountains of waters. and God shall wipe away
all tears from their eves™ {Rev. 14:1.4. 7:16. 17. K.J.V 1.

O what a glorious plan of salvaticn our God and our
Lord Jesus have prepared for us! This is the fulfilment
of the promise that He had declared in heaven that
He would “'bring them into their own land™ (Ezek.
34:12-14, Rev.7:16.17),

However great the flock may be. the shepherd knows
each one of them. and every one has its name, When
the shepherd calls their names. they answer. As the
shepherd in the world knows his flock. so does jesus
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know His Hock scattered in the world. I know My
own and My own know Me, as the Father knows Me
and I know the Father.”” "' have called vou by name.
vou are mine.” [ have graven you on the palms of
My hands™ 1John 10:14.13. Tsa. 43:1. Isa. 49:16),

jesus knows us individually. and is touched with the
teeling of our infirmities. He knows us all by name.
He knows the very house in which we live. the name
of each occupant. He at times gives directions to his
Servants to go te a certain street in a certain ity to
such a house. to find one of His sheep. Every soul is
as tully known to Jesus as if he were the only one for
whom He died. The distress of every one touches His
heart. The cry for aid reaches His ear. Jesus knows who
they are. He also knows who gladly hear His call, and
are ready to come under His pastoral care.

When Nathanael asked Him. ""How do you know
me? " Jesus answered him, *Before Philip called you.
when you were under the fig tree I''" knew you and
saw you ' {John 1:48],

[n the case of a Samaritan woman. Jesus said to her.
"'You are right in saying, "I have no husband ; for you
have had five husbands, and he whom you now have
is not your hushand: this you said truly. Then the
woman said to Him. "Sir. | perceive that you are a
prophet’ 'John 4:17, 19t

Tesus the Holy Shepherd is familiar with the life of
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heart. pities on all his trials. comforts, ties up wounds,
strengthens. and guides him.
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He knows and cares for each one as if there were
not another on the face of the earth. “"He calls His own
sheep by name. and leads them out’ {John 10:31.
The shepherd does not drive his sheep. He depends
not upon force or fear; but going before. he calls them.
They know his voice. and obey the call. So does the
Saviour-shepherd with His sheep. The Scripture says.
" Thou didst lead Thy people like a flock by the hand
of Moses and Aaron.”’ Through the prophet, Jesus
declares. "1 have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with loving-kindness have [ drawn thee,”” He
compels none to follow Him. "Tdrew them. " He says,
"'with cords of a man. with bands of love' (Ps. 77:20,
Jer. 31:3, K.]. V. Hosea 11:4, K.J.V.).

It was not the fear of punishment. or the hope of
everlasting reward that led the disciples of Christ to
follow Him. They beheld the Saviour's matchless love
revealed throughout His pilgrimage on earth. from the
manger of Bethlechem to Calvary's cross, and the sight
of Him attracted, softened and subdued their souls.
Love awakens in the heart of the beholders. They hear
His voice. and they follow Him. As the shepherd goes
before his sheep. himself first encountering the perils
of the way. so does Jesus with His people. When He
puts forth His own sheep. He goes before them. The
wav 1o heaven is sanctified by the Saviour’s footprints.
The path mayv be steep and rugged. but Jesus has
travelled that way: His feet have pressed down the
cruel thorns, to make the pathway easier for us, Lvery
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burden that we are called to bear He Himself has
borne. Though now He has ascended to the presence
of God, and shares the throne of the universe. Jesus
has lost none of His compassionate nature. Today the
same tender, sympathizing heart is open to all the woes
of humanity.

Today the hand that was pierced is reached forth to
bless more abundantly His people that are in the world.
"*And they shall never perish. neither shall man pluck
them out of My hand.™ The soul that has given himself
to Christ is more precious in His sight than the whole
world. The Saviour would have passed through the
agony of Calvary that one might be saved in His
kingdom. He will never abandon one for whom lle
has died. Unless His followers choose to leave Him.
He will hold them fast.

Through all our trials we have a never-failing Helper.
He does not leave us alone to struggle with tempta-
tion. to battle with evil, and be finally crushed with
burdens and sorrow. Though He is now hidden from
mortal sight. the ear of faith can hear His voice say-
ing, "'Fear not: I am with you. | am He that liveth.
and was dead; and, I am alive forevermore to care for
you with love ' (Rev. 1:18, K.].V.]. "I have endured
your sorrows, experienced your struggles. encountered
your temptations. | know your tears: ] aiso have wept.
The griefs that lie too deep to be breathed into any
human ear. [ know. Think not that you are desolate
and forsaken. Though your pain touch no respensive
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chord in any heart on earth, look unto Me. and live. ™
"The mountains shall depart. and the hills be remov
«d: but My kindness shall not depart from thee. neither
shall the covenant of My peace be removed. saith the
Lord that hath mercy on thee {lsa. 54:10. K.].V. 1.

Amen! Praise the Lord! Glory and praise and
thanksgiving torever and ever to our Saviour the Good
and Holy Shepherd who knows and cares for each one
of us. and who experienced and helps us with our in-
firmties. holding us fast and leading us to the river of
life in heaven! Amen!
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13. Jesus Christ, the God Who Answers by Fire

“You call on the name ot your god and | will call
on the name of the Lord: and the God who answers
by fire. He is God. And all the people answered. It 15
well spoken " 11 Kings 18:24:.

This is the event taken place during the darkest davs
of Israel. when the light of the knowledge of God was
about to be lost sight of in the world. and a nameless
young man suddenly appeared as a bright star in the
midst of the thick darkness to fight with the power of
the darkness, standing all alone on the side of the Lord
Jehovah, who was “"very jealous for the Lord God of
hosts’ {1 Kings 19:10}, and was called Elijah the
Tishbite.

This was the proposition he presented with great
dignity to all God's fallen people. and Ahab their blind
leader, and all antichrists—Baal's prophets, to choose
to serve the god who would answer by fire from
heaven. This proposition was unanimously accepted
by the people. Now this was an inevitable confronta
tion between light and darkness, that should tell which
side was of true (God.

Eventually, the Lord living God sent fire; answer to
the prayer of His faithful servant crying to Him stan-
ding all alone and so defeated the enemies while glori-
tying His Name and His servant. This was the most
splendid event in the history of Israel.
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Today when the antichrists have taken almost com
plete possession of the whole world. as in the times
ot Elijah. “"Who is the true God the Lord of hosts? Let
as find Him and serve Him alone™ is the word and
desire ot all the race today.

The Lord true God who is the Alpha and Omcga.
the beginning and the end. the first and the last. who
is the same vesterday and today and forever (Rev.
22:13. Heb. 13:8). will also answer today by fire to His
servants who render untainted loyalty to Him as he
did to Elijjah. This God is Jesus Christ the Lord.

The prophet John the Baptist testifies to that. “'Tin
deed baptize you with water unto repentance. but He
that cometh after me is mightier than 1. whose shoes
[ am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize vou with
the Holy Ghost. and with fire: whose fan is in His
hand. and He will thoroughly purge His tloor. and
gather His wheat into the garner: but He will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” T myself did not
know Him: but He who sent me to baptize with water
said to me. "He on whom vou see the Spirit descend
and remain. this is He who baptizes with the Holv
Spirit.” And I have seen and have borne witness that
this is the Son of God ™™ tMatt. 3;11.12. K. J.V.. John
1:33.341.

Indeed. in accordance with the word ot the prophet.
after e finished His public ministry tor His children.
and betore His ascension “while staving with = His
disciples “"He charged them not to depart from
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Jerusalem. but to wait for the promise of the Father,
which He said. "You heard from Me. for John baptiz
ed with water. but before many days vou shall be hap-
uzed with the Holy Spitit.” “Behold. I send the
oromise of My Father upon you: but stay in the city.
until you are clothed with power from on high.”
“When the Comforter is come. when I will send unto
vou from the Father. even the Spirit of truth.... He shall
testify of Me™ tActs 14,5, Luke 24:49. John 15:26!.
And Jesus who had departed with the promise sent
the ““fire’” 1Acts 2:1-41 of the Holy Spirit to the crowds
that were waiting for its fulfilment with confidence on
the day of Pentecost. proving that He was the true
od who answers by fire, " 11 Kings 184
This Jesus was also the God that answered by fire
to his beloved. faithful servant Elijah on Mount Carmel
in ancient times. “Jesus Christ’” 15 “'the same yester-
day. and today. and for ever " itleb. 13:8t. Morcover
when the faithful servants of God. Shadrach.
‘AMeshach. and Abednego™™ were thrown into the bur-
ning fiery furnace for their loyalty to the living God.
there appeared “'the fourth man among the three.
whosc form was like “'the Son of God. " It was Jesus
Christ. Our Lord who controls heat and cold of His
own accord protected His faithful servants perfectly
from fire without a smell of scorch. even from their
hair. and glorified His servants and His Name— the
name of God as he did with Elijah. iDan. 3:23 271
And it was Jesus. “"the angel of the Lord.” wheo ap
peared to His faithiul servant Gideon and 'reached
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out the tip of the staff that was in His hand and touch-
ed’” the offering Gideon had placed on the rock -the
meat and the unleavened cakes: there sprang up fire
from the rock and consumed the flesh and the
unleavened cakes ' tJudg. 6:2D. [t was like the offer-
ing and the altar of Elijah consumed by fire. It is 5.5..
ten a few verses before this verse that “"the angel ot
the Lord"” was not an angel of heaven. a created be
ing. ""And the lord looked upon him and said. "Go
in this thy might. and thou shalt save [srael {from the
hand of the Midianites: have I not sent thee?” And he
said unto Him, '‘Oh my Lord, wherewith shall | save
[srael? ... And the Lord said unto him. Surely [ will
be with thee. and thou shalt smite the Midianites as
one man’ " (Judg. 6:14-16. K.J.V.).

“The angel of the Lord ™ means the representative
of God sent to the world. Therefore it is evident that
it was not an angel but God the Son Jesus Christ who
dwelt with the Father.

Once He also appeared to Samson s parents as "'the
angel of the Lord"" saving. "My name... is Wonder
ful" (Judg. 13:18, We can easily perceive from the
identification of His name that He was ~'the mighty
God"" whom the prophet Isaiah testifed as having the
name *“Wonderful  and who also came to save the
world'" as a child.”" Jesus Christ. {Isa. 9:6)

And also the ange! of the Lord who appeared to His
beloved son Jacob a few thousand years ago as he was
lervently praying by the brook Tabbok. and said to him
“What is thy name?... Thy name shall be called...
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Israel’” {Gen. 32:27.28. K.J.V.). was not an angel. a
creature. but God the Son Jesus Christ. The Angel said
to him. “You have striven with God and with men.
and have prevailed.” And Jacob said. *'T have seen God
face to face. and yet my life is preserved™ {Gen.
32:28.30). We can see that “'the angel of the Lord who™
appeared that night was Jesus the Second Person of
the Godhead. It was also He who delivered the two
milliens of His children (600 thousand, countin g adults
only) from bondage under Pharaoh in Egypt to give
them true liberty. and led and protected them for 40
years in the wilderness by a pillar of fire and a pillar
of cloud. "Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye
should be ignorant. how that all our fathers were under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea: and were
all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea:
and did all eat the same spiritual meats: and did ail
drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that rock was

- Christ™" (1 Cor, 10:1-4, K.J.V.J.
And once on the road to Damascus at midday’" He

appeared to Saul who had persecuted His faithful ser-
vants in a light that was "above the brightness of the
sun’ (Acts 26:13). And to John His faithful apostle shut
in Patmos He appeared and declared to him, T am
Alpha and Omega. ... the Lord. which is. and which

was. and which is to come. the Almighty (Rev. 1.8,
K.J. V..
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He is also the God who appears to His F#E.r.:
children today who seek Him diligently. He says. "'
love those who love Me, and those who seek Me
diligently find Me."" *'Ye shall seek Me, and mn.ﬂ Me,
when ye shall search for Me with all your heart™ (Pro.
8:17, Jer. 29:13, K.J.V.1 |

Qur real Father in heaven so loved the world &mﬁ
He sent His only Son not only once as He sent Him
in human form. but all throughout the ages even _ummonm
Jesus partook of the human nature He sent Him to
every one of His children. .

Qur Father again speaks to us about His Son.
“Behold, I will send My Messenger ... The Lord whom
ye seek shall suddenly come to His HBM_P even the
Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in ... But
who may abide the day of His coming? And Erﬂ mdm.z
stand when He appeareth? For He is like a Hmm_s,mn S
fire, and like fullers’ soap. And He shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that Hr.m.% may
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness’ (Mal.
3:1-3. K]V, |

The ﬁnwvrmﬁ Isajah also testifies of Him, "The Lord
shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem
from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgement, m.za
by the spirit of burning’’ (Isa. 4:4. K.J.V.). ...M,Un sin-
ners in Zion are afraid; trembling has seized the
godless: ‘Who among us can dwell with the devour-

ing fire? Who among us can dwell S.,:?mdnﬁmmﬁbm..UGT
ing fire? Wh

ning'?'" sa. 33:14).
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The poet the prophet also said of Jesus, *'Our God
shall come. and shall not keep silence: a fire shall
devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about Him'™ (Ps. 50:3, K.J.V.}.

John the Baptist says again. "I indeed baptize you
with water; but One mightier than [ cometh ... He shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose
fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His

floor, and will gather the wheat into His garner; but
the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable’" (Luke
3:16, 17, K.J.V.),

Paul and the Spirit testify, “'In many and various
ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets;
but in these last days He has spoken to us by a Son,
whom He appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also He created the world. He reflects the glory
of God and bears the very stamp of His nature,
upholding the universe by His (Jesus') word of power.

' When He had made purification for sins, He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high... All God’s
angels worship Him ... who makes His angels winds,
and His servants flames of fire. Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever, the righteous sceptre is the scep-
tre of Thy kingdom ... Thou, Lord, didst found the
earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work
of Thy hands: they will perish. but Thou remainest:
they will all grow old like a garment. like a mantle thou
wilt roll them up, and they will be changed. But Thou
art the same. and Thy vears will never end"" (Heb.
1.7-1T™

R S S
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Praise the Lord! Glory and praise and ﬁrm:Wmm._iwm
to our Lord Jesus the true God who answers U%.mnm
of the Holy Spirit—the consuming fire of purification!

Amen. Praise the Lord!
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14. Jesus Christ, a Stone Cut Out by No Human
Hand

“You saw. O king, and behold a great image. This
image. mighty and exceeding brightness, stood before
you. and its appearance was frightening. The head of
this image was of fine gold. its breast and arms of silver,
its. belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet
partly of iron and partly of clay’’ (Dan. 2:31-33).

**As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human
hand. and it smote the image on its feet of iron and
clay. and broke them in pieces... and it became like
the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind
carried them away. so that not a trace of them could
be found. But the stone that struck the image became
a great mountain and filled the whole earth™ (Dan.
2:34,35),

This is the prophet Daniel's inspired explanation of
the vision that God of heaven revealed in a dream con-
cerning the things to come until the end of the world.,
and of which secret God alone had kept in Himselt
to king Nebuchadnezzar 2500 years ago who wielded
his power over the world at that time.

"This is the dream; and we will tell the interpreta-
tion thereof before the king™™ (Dan. 2:36, K.J.V.).

"You. O king, the king of kings, to whom the God
of heaven has given the kingdom, the power. the
might, and the glory... You are the head of gold
(Babylonia) ™. (Dan. 2:37,38)
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** After you (Babyloina) shall arise another kingdom
inferior to you (silver), and yet a third kingdom of
bronze. which shall rule over all the earth. And there

‘shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron. because iron

breaks to pieces and shatters all things; and like iron
which crushes, it shall break and crush all these. And
as you saw the feet and toes partly of potter’'s clay and
partly of iron. it shall be a divided kingdom... You saw
the iron mixed with miry clay, ... but they will not hold
together, just as iron does not mix with clay™ (Dan.
2:39-43),

And at the end, '*a stone cut out by no human hand
smote the image and broke it in pieces, and it became
like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the
wind carried them away. so that not a trace of them
could be found. But the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth”
{Dan. 2:34.35). And the stone is explained as follows,
“‘In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall
its sovereignty be left to another people. It shall break
in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end.
and it shall stand for ever’’ (Dan. 2:44).

Here the prophet Daniel finished his interpretation,
and said to the king, "A great God has made known
to the king what shall be hereafter. The dream is cer-
tain, and its interpretation sure’” {Dan, 2:5) "'Then
king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face. and did
homage to Dantel, ... and said, "Truly your God is God
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of gods and Lord of kings "’ (Dan. 2:45-57}, ""and com-
manded that an offering and incense be offered up to
Him"™" (Dan. 2:46),

Now. today 2500 years since then, we can see
whether the vision has been true and positive accor-
ding as God had shown to the king of Babylon. Let
us now trace the history of the kingdoms.

¥ Gold—Babylonia had been known in ancient
times as a kingdom matchless in her riches of gold,
and imperishable with her strong castle walls, but in
a single night her history was abruptly ended by the
allied forces of Medes and Persians. ' This matter is
by. the decree of the watchers, ... by the word of the
holy ones’" (Dan. 4:17). And the golden empire ceas-
ed. (605-539 B.C.)

% Silver—the second Empire, as the image had two
arms of silver, divided into two—Medes and Persians.
She was a silver empire so rich in silver as to make silver
coins for the first time in history. But this wealthy em-
pire, likewise, could not pass over God's '"determin-
ed allotted period™” (Acts 17:26) and was overthrown
by the force of Alexander. 539-331 B.C.}

% Bronze—the third Empire, as symbolized by one
belly, was an unified kingdom—Greece; and according
to God's foretold prophecy. the kingdom was a bronze
empire as king Alexander conquered the world with
bronze helmet. bronze shield and bronze spear. This
splendid empire. similarly, could not pass over the time

332 (312-313)

14. Jasus Christ, a2 Stone Cut Cut by No Human Hand

allotted to her by "‘the Most High who ruleth in the
kingdom of men’" (Dan. 4:17}, and perished forever
when overcome by Rome. {331-168 B.C.)

# Iron, the fourth Empire—According to the
predicted word of God. Rome was the iron empire.
which, as symbolized by two iron legs, divided into
two—east and west. Historians state of this Empire as
follows, ** Although the Roman armies advanced to the
Euphrates River, the Danube River, the Rhine River,
and to the ocean, they never suffered a defeat in a bat-
tle: they overthrew, as if breaking in pieces with iron
hammar, the kings and empires symbolized by gold.
silver, and bronze. She became an invincible kingdom
of the world breaking in pieces all other nations. But
“*the Most High who gives it to whom He will " (Dan.
4:17) removed her crown to give to another nation,
Heruli, and she divided and divided. (168 B.C.-476
AD)

%k The fifth, symbolized by partly of iron and part-
ly of clay of ten toes of the image was the divided
kingdoms of east and west Rome, that would never
be unified until the end of the world.

@ Alemanni Germany
@ Franks France
@ Anglo-Saxons Britain
@ Burgundians Switzerland
® Visigoths Spain
® Suevi Portugal
(313-314 333
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@ Vandals Africa
& Lombards Italy
@ Heruli - Italy
@ Ostrogoths [taly

These Kingdoms have been divided according to
God’s time-table. A number of ambitious men have
striven to unite these kingdoms like Babylonia but in
vain,

One preeminent figure among them is Napoleon
who, denying impossibility in his lifetime, had asserted
assuredly that he would put the whole world in the
hollow ot his hand within five years, whose work pro-
ved-futile at the end, Having killed innumerable lives
of other nations and of France his own, he was able
to possess nothing more than France his own that the
Most High had given him. and ended his life talking
in delirium in a misty desert island. It was because a
man Napoleon could not unite that which God of
heaven had divided.

Another is Hitler of Germany. who, saying, "It is
useless to pray; make one more bomb while praying.”
strove to unity all nations, slaughtering millions of lives.
But he could not go over the line God had appointed
him saying. *'Thus far shall you come. and no farther.
and here shall your proud waves be stayed™” (Job
38:11), and passed away in shame.

And others like Stalin and Charles the Great also
tried and did their best to fulfill their lust of conquest
sacrificing many lives, but merely to obey the “‘decree™
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of “*the Most High"* (Dan. 4:17) to whom *‘all the in-
habitants of the earth are accounted as nothing." who
""does according to His will in the host of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay
His hand or say to Him, ‘what dost Thou?'"" (Dan.
4:35),

Even if any man of ambition or any powerful nation
would ever rise again to atempt to get unification, he
will never be able to go beyond his assigned place in
God’s great plan. The plan of God would never be
changed "'in whose hand is his breath and whose are
all his ways"” (Dan. 5:23). But the division will
perpetuate until the end of the world,

% At last in the days of those kings “'a stone cut
out by no human hand’" will strike all the divided na-
tions of this earth and make it like chaff on a threshing
floor in the summer, and the wind will sweep them
away without leaving a trace, and the stone will
become a huge mountain and fill the whole earth (Dan.
2:34,35). Then which kingdom shall the stone be? And
who shall establish it?

As we learned already, this is the eternal kingdom
that the Most High God shall establish “‘in the days
of those kings, ... which shall never be destroyed, nor
its sovereignty be left to another people,”” but that
“'shall brezk in pieces all these kingdoms and bring
them to an end,’’ and that *'shall stand forever" (Dan.
2:44).

This kingdom shall be established by Jesus Christ
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who once came to earth and saved His children from

the power of Satan the devil with infinite sacrifice and
with His mighty power. and left with a2 promise that

He would surely come again (John 14:1-3}; and the
stone that was cut out by no human hand is Jesus
Christ as testified in the Bible.

God said. "'Behold. I lay in Sion a chief corner stone.
elect. precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not
be confounded.  Jesus, He is the *living stone, rejected
by men but in God's sight chosen and precious,” a
~'stone cut out by no human hand'" {1 Peter 2:6.4,
K.J.V., Dan. 2:34).

Jesus, the Living Stone, with His mighty Creator's
hand, sweeps away this earth full of misery and disease
and death. and establishes a new kingdom of peace
that is holy and sinless without a trace of sickness. war,
and sound of sword and spear, where ""death shall be
no more, neither shall... be mourning nor crying nor
pain any more’ {Rev. 21:4),

in this way the history of long-lasted darkness, of
the prison without bars. of the dreadful valley of death.
of this earth-cemetery. of this sinful world ends forever,
and begins the new heaven and new earth. the
kingdom of Christ, His kingdom of peace “"which shall
never be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to
another.”” which “the saints of the Most High shall
take .. and possess for ever. even for ever and ever”
(Dan. 2:44, 7:18. K.J.V.1,

14, Jesus Christ. a Stone Cut Qut by No Hluman Hand

O my dear brethren and sisters! Shall we not enter
the kingdom of peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. His new
world. and live there forever? Earnestly and still
earnestly [ pray that I shall see there everyone's face
whom [ met here on this earth and live there together
in everlasting happiness.

Praise the Lord! Glory and praise to our Lord Jesus
Christ. Welcome the Stone cut out by ne human hand
that shall soon strike the earth! Praise the Lord!

B ok % Kk K ok

"Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot
in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together against the Lord and His
anointed, saying. Let us burst their bonds asunder, and
cast their cords from us? He who sits in the heavens
laughs: the Lord has them in derision™" {Ps. 2:1-4),
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15. Jesus Christ, the Precious Spiritual Rock

"Behold. [ lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of
offence: and whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed’' (Rom. 9:33, K.].V.). For those who believe
in this rock “"He will be a sanctuary; but for both
houses of Israel He will be a stone that causes men to
stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the
people of Jerusalem He will be a trap and a snare. And
many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be
broken, and be snared. and be taken™ (Isa. 8:14, 15,
K.J.V,

“Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the
Rock, " ""a Living Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God, and precious; " it is Jesus Christ, the
Rock. (Deut. 32:3, 4, K.]J.V., 1 Peter 2:4, K.].V)

“"Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be
ignorant, how that all our fathers, " for 40 years in the
wilderness, ~'were under the cloud, . » and were all bap-
tized unto Moses... in the sea: and did all eat the same
spiritual meat, "—manna from heaven; and did all
drink the same spiritual drink, '—water from a rock,
“for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ’" (1 Cor. 10:1-4,
K.J.V.. ,

It is contained in the Scripture, ‘Behold. I lay in
Sion a chief corner stone, the spiritual Rock elect,
precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be
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confounded.” Unto you therefore which believe, He
1s precious.”’ ' 'But to those who do not believe. a stone
that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them
fall. They stumble because they disobey the message
which is also what they were destined for'' (1 Peter
2:6-8, K.J.V., N.LLV.).

In this hour we will learn why God called Jesus Christ
"The Precious Spiritual Rock.”

%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives Living
Water

Qur heavenly Father, through His beloved Son, has
been providing the needs of all His earthly children.

In ancient times when He was leading the Israelites
““through the great and terrible wilderness... and thirs-
ty ground where there was no water,”’ "'He made
streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to
flow down like rivers™' (Deut. 8:15, Ps. 78:16). He said
to Moses, ""Take the rod, and assemble the congrega-
tion. you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock
before their eyes to yield its water; so you shall bring
water out of the rock for them; so you shall give drink
to the congregatioin and their cattle”” (Num. 20:7.8).

Jesus Christ “"the Spiritual Rock™ who satisfied the
six hundred thousand Israelites with living water flow-
ing like rivers in the wilderness is now exclaiming to
us. "'If any man thirst. let him come and drink. He
that believeth on Me.... out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water.”” ~*Whosoever drinketh of the water
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that [ shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life'” (John 7:37.38, K.J.V.,
4:14, K.1.V.),

Glory and praise to Jesus Christ the Spiritual Rock
that follows us (1 Cor. 10:4}, providing our body and
soul with rivers of living water! Praise the Lord!

*  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives Honey

God led the Israelites also to this Spiritual Rock and
made them suck honey there. *'The Lord™" for 40 Vears
“'made them to suck honey out of the rock' (Deut.
32:13. K.]J.V.). Out of this Spiritual Rock (Christ) came
out honey both for body and for soul. Let us now listen
to the confessions of our fathers that had tasted and
enjoyed it while they were alive.

David said, ‘"How sweet are Hma\ words unto my
taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!" (Ps.
119:103, K.J.V.}). He said to his friends, **More to be
desired are the words that have been from the begin-
ning than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb'" (Ps. 19:10. K.]J.V,,
John 1:1.2). Peter the disciple exclaimed, holding on-
to Jesus, the Spiritual Rock, *'Lord, to whom shall we
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life " (John 6:68,
K.J.V.). He became the blessed one sucking honey
from Him forever. God is exclaiming toward the world
today, "'({Come!, and with honey from the rock I (will)
satisty you'" (Ps. 81:16).
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%k  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives Qil

The Lord "‘made”” them “'suck... oil out of the flin-
ty rock’” (Deut. 32:13!. The Spiritual Rock filled Job
with overflowing supply of oil as it had done to the
Israelites in the wilderness. and the widow in
Zarephath (1 Kings 17:15.16) and the wife of Elisha’s
disciple (2 Kings 4:6.7). And Job said, ~"The Rock
poured out for me streams of oil.”” and thanked Him.,
(Job 29:6)

The apostle John who was filled with the oil of the
Spiritual Rock also said, " {Be) anointed by the Holy
One'" {1 John 2:20). "'He that believeth' in the Rock.
""as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of " “'oil’” (Matt. 25:3). " (But this spake He of
the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should
receive}’” (John 7:37-39, K.].V.). This " Spirit’" is that
oil which is essential for the life of the soul, which alone
can so strengthen the sparks of the soul that it should
shine more brightly, which is the sacred oil of heaven.
This oil is supplied boundlessly like the rivers of water
only by Christ alone, “the Spiritual Rock.™

To those who are now filled with the holy oil by the
Spiritual Rock are given the privilege of participating
in the glorious feast of Jesus the Lamb in heaven.
Therefore now the wise and the prudent come to the
Spiritual Rock and diligently fill themselves with the
oil, but, on the other hand, the foolish do not come
to receive it but idle their time away. Therefore the
‘foolish will end up being driven out from the glorious *
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marriage feast in heaven. mourning and crying in’

regret outside. (Matt, 25:1-12)
Praise the Lord! Glory and blessing will be theirs who

now come to the Spiritual Rock and fill themselves with
boundless supply of the rivers of oil.

.* Christ, ﬁ_wm Spiritual Rock that Gives Milk

~Like new born babes, long for the pure spiritual
milk.” "'He will feed His flock like a shepherd. He will
mmﬁrna the lambs in His arms. He will carry them in

His bosom. and gently lead those that are with young'’
{1 mﬂﬁ. 2:2, Isa. 40:11),

- Today, Christ, the Spiritual Rock is calling us with
Hoﬂm. ""Come into My garden, My sister, My spouse’” ..
Drink "My milk, ... drink, yea, drink abundantly, O
beloved.” "I will fulfill the oath 1 swore to your
forefathers, to give them a lang flowing with milk and
_558,\: (Song. 5:1, K.J.V., Jer. 11:5. N.L.V.},

. m.wmam the Lord! Praise and thanksgiving to His in-
tinite love who makes us “‘suck... oil out of the flinty
rock, curds from the'herd, and milk from the flock"

(Deut. 32:13, 14), and makes us plump in body and
soul! Praise the Lord! .

%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives Wine

The Lord “"made... out of the flinty rock... the bload
of the grape™ (Deut. 32:13,14),

It was the incident taken place when ""the Spiritual
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Rock" came to earth in human form i1 Cor. 10:4),
“Tesus also was invited to the marriage. with His
disciples. When the wine gave out... Jesus said to them,
"Fill the jars with water’. And they filled them up to
the brim. He said to them. 'Now draw some out. and
take it to the steward of the feast” ... When the steward
of the feast tasted the water now become wine, " he
*did not know where it came from’' (John 2:2. 3, 7-9).
The wine here was not fermented wine. but “'the good
wine " (John 2:10) fresh and pure and free of alcohol.
that is. "'the pure blood of the grape' (Deut. 32:14)
that caused no harm but only good effect to those who
drank it.

Christ. “the Spiritual Rock’" seeks to fill us with liv-
ing wine of truth that gives eternal life, rather than
that which we drink with our lips temporarily. Yet
among the wines of truth there are good wine and bad
wine; good wine is 'new wine™' (Luke 5:37), and bad
wine is “"old wine'" (Luke 5:39). "*Old wine"" is full of
alcohol due to its aging and fermentation, and it makes
those who drink it or give it away to others get drunk
and fall asleep unconsciously. But 'new wine' is a
fresh grape juice that is good, fresh, pure and not

fermented. And it gives freshness and vitality to the

souls that drink it or impart it to others, and revives
and arouses not only them but also those souls that
have fallen asleep by old wine. Neither ministers nor
angels can supply this wine: it is supplied only by
Christ—"the Spiritual Rock’'—whom God gave to the
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world because “'He loved the world so much.” But
because the world detests new wine and enjoys old
wine that makes them get drunk. the Spiritual Rock
sighs. Jesus says, '*None after drinking old wine desire
new: for they say. The old is good' " (Luke 5:39).

Praise the Lord! Glory to Christ. *“the Spiritual Rock
who follows™ us, satistying our souls with new wine
iike exhaustless rivers!

%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives Bread

""Jesus said to them, ' am the Bread of life; he who
comes to Me shall never hunger' "' {John 6:35),

- "Asitis written, "He gave them bread from heaven
to eat."... The bread of God is that which comes down
from heaven, and give life to the world"" (John 6:31,
33). "'l am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any one eats of ?ﬁovmmma. he will live for
ever ' {John 6:51},

Christ. the Spiritual Rock satisfies us with the bread
both for body and for soul. Now He gives us a reassur-
ing guarantee, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anx-
ious about your life, what you shall eat or what you
shall drink. nor about your body, what you shall put
on.” “'but seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness. and all these things'™ He shall supply
vou Matt. 6:25.33). He abundantly satisfied all who
came to Him both physically and spiritually no mat-
ter how numercus theyv were: wherher jour thousand
'Matt. 15:38) or five thousand iMatt. 14:21) or six hun-

& o
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dred thousand 1Ex. 12:371, Oh. if all professed children
of God today had known and believed in the Spiritual
Rock. Christ that followed them (1 Cor, 10:4t and loved
them so much. they would have not become
“adulteresses T iChurches of today!. “harlots of the
earth” who 'serve two masters’ {James 4:4. Rev. 17:5.
Matt. 6:24). Indeed it suddenly grieves us to realize
that the sigh of the omniscient Spiritual Rock has been
a truth. He did not say, "*"When the Son of man comes,
will He tind believers iChristians) on earth? "’ but He
said. “"When the Son of man comes, will He {ind faith
on earth? " (Luke 18:8).

Praise the Lord! Blessed are those who soundly know
and believe and follow this ‘‘Spiritual Rock."

*  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Gives the Light
of Life -

“"The light has come into the world.... Because their
deeds™ are “evil.”"... they "hate the light, and do not
come to the light, lest’" their *deeds should be expos-
ed”” John 3:19.20) :

“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light
of the world: he who follows Me will not walk in
darkness. but will have the light of life’” (John 8:12},

" The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death. upon them hath the light shined.” “*which
thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, all

light for revelation to the Gent nd for gl

migmtat
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thy people Israel’” iIsa. 9:2, K.].V., Luke 2:31.32).

“The rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine
on those living in darkness and the shadow of death.
to guide our feet into the path of peace' iLuke 1:78,79.
KL .

Praise the Lord! Everlasting light and blessing will
be given to the children of God who abide in Christ.
“'the Spiritual Rock™ from whom flows out the light
of life brighter than the sun.

*  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that is Capable of
Saving Us

O Lord. my Rock and my Redeemer!" (Ps. 19: 14},

"He drew me up from the desolate pit™" of death,
“out of the miry bog ™" of destruction. "*and set my feet
upon a rock, making my steps secure'' (Ps. 40:2).

""For God alone my soul waifs in silence: from Him
comes my salvation. He only is my Rock and my Salva-
tion™ {Ps. 62:1,2),

The Spiritual Rock says, 'Because he cleaves to Me
in love, I will deliver him, I will protect him, because
he knows My name. When he calls to Me. [ will answer
him: I will be with him in trouble, I will rescue him
and honour him."" Any one "“who comes to Me [ will
not cast out.” "I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of My
hand" (Ps. 91:14,15, John 6:37, 10:28). ,

Praise the Lord! Glory to Christ. “‘the Spiritual
Rock’forever who is strong to save us, who follows

(324-325)
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%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Listens to Our
Prayers

"Art Thou not from everlasting. O Lord my God,
my Holy One?... And Thou. O Rock! " (Hab. 1:12.
“Thou art my Rock.... for Thy name’s sake lead me
and guide me.”” "To Thee O Lord. I call: my Rock.
be not deaf to me, lest. if Thou be silent to me. |
become like those who go down to the pit™ (Ps. 31:3.
28:11.

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord. my Rock
and my Redeemer'" (Ps. 19:14).

The spiritual Rock answers, “'Call to Me and I will
answer you. ' '"Hitherto you have asked nothing in My
name; ask, and you will recetve, that your joy may be
full.”” **Whatever you ask in My name, [ will do it...
If you ask anything in My name. I will doit™" {Jer. 33:3.
John 16:24, 14:13., 14},

Praise the Lord! Glory and praise to Christ, “'the
Spiritual Rock that follows' us, that listens to every
one's prayer and satisfies him with abundant giits of
heaven and earth! Praise the Lord!

%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Strikes All the
Wicked and the Righteous Individually

God says. "Behold, [ am laying in Zion a Stone that
will make men stumble, a Rock that will make them
fall.”” “'the Rock which follows them. a Rock of
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temptation.” "'Everyone who falls on that stone will
be broken to pieces: but when it falls on any one it
will crush him™™ tRom. 9:33.1 Cor. 10:4. Luke 20:18).

“Every one who falls on that stone will be broken
to pieces’” means that anyone who returns in repen-
tance to Christ the Spiritual Rock. into His bosom. will
be cleansed of arrogance, greed, selfishness, and all
filthy sins in heart and become humble. meek., holy.
and receive salvation. ""'When it falls on any one it
will crush him™" means at the Second Advent of Jesus
He will strike the proud, arrogant sinners and destroy
them [ike “'chaff of summer threshing floors”™ (Dan.
2:35) who persistently refused to come forward to
Churist. the everlasting Spiritual Rock who came down
to save all the people. and repent. *'To you therefore
who believe. He is precious. but for those who do not
believe, ... a Stone that will maf®e them stumble, a Rock
that will make them fall. " "'a trap and a snare.”” "*And
many shall stumble thereon; they shall fall and be
broken: they shall be snared and taken'" i1 Peter 2:7.8.
Isa, &:14.15).

Glory and majesty to Christ. "'the Spiritual Rock that
follows™ every one personally wicked or righteous!
Praise the Lord! .

%  Christ, the Spiritual Rock that Strikes All Idols
in the Hearts of Men

"As you looked. a stone was cut out by no human
hand, and it smote the image on its feet of iron and
clay. and broke in pieces; then the iron. the clay. the

348 13263271
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bronze, the silver, and the gold. all together were
broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the sum-
mer threshing floors: and the wind carried them away.
so that not a trace of them could be found. But the
stone that struck the image became a great mountain
and filled the whole earth™” (Dan. 2:34, 331,

"The Stone cut out by no human hand’ is, as we
learned, Christ “'the Spiritual Rock’™ (1 Peter 2:4),
which strikes two sorts of images. The first are the im-
ages that fill the hearts of men—the image of worldly
desires that have captured their hearts and tormented
them, greed for “"gold, silver, bronze, iron and clay.”
thatis, greed for money and land. and the image of mam-
monism that have captured the hearts of men dragg-
ing them recklessly. Others are the image of desire for
fame—an ambition to become “'the golden head™” and
““the silver breast’’ in the world, and the image of
selfishness so dreadful and cruel that tramples others
down solely for his own interests. These are so dread-
ful images that have taken possession of the hearts of
men reigning and oppressing them relentlessly. These
are so dreadful images of tremendous power and in-
fluence that cannot be driven out nor destroyed by any
great man in the world. by all the combined forces of
the world, or even by the entire angels in heaven. Only
when they are struck by ‘'the Stone cut out by no
human hand " —Christ "“the Spiritual Rock, " they are
broken in pieces “like chaff of the threshing floor in
the summer’ ' without leaving a trace. Only then, that
person begins to enjoy true liberty and peace and
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everlasting freedom.

O what a great number of souls are suffering pain
and misery because of the images that reign over their
hearts!

The Scripture says, ""But understand this, that in the
last days there will come times of stress’” because of
the images in the hearts of men; for men will have the
image of self-love. the image of love of money, the im-
age of pride, the image of arrogancy, the image of
abusiveness, the image of disobedience to their parents,
the image of ingratitude, the image of profanity, the
image of inhumanity, the image of implacability, the
E._mm,n of slander, the image of profligacy, the image
of fierceness. the image of abhorance of good, the im-
age of treachery that makes them despise and betray
the grace of God and of their neighbors. the image of
recklessness that prevents them from waiting for God's
providence. the image of self-exaltation, the image that
makes them love pleasure more than God, and the im-
age of holding godiy form but denying the power of
godliness (2 Tim 3:1-5), Not only these but also the
image that makes them love fornication, the image that
makes them love impurity, the image that makes them
love licentiousness, the image that makes them devote
to idolatry. the image that makes them love sorcery.
the image that causes enmity, the image that makes
them love strife, the image that makes them jealous.
the image of anger. the image of selfishness, the im-
age of dissension, the image of heresy. the image of
envy, the image of drunkenness and the image of
carousing. (Gal, 5:19-21)

350 (327-328)
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The Bible has already prophesied and is also warn-
ing us today that these colorful and numerous im-
ages would. in the last days. drive all the children of
God into unspeakable anguish and perplexity and
misery. (2 Tim. 3:1)

The greatest distress and perplexity are taking the
hearts of men today as never before since the creation
of the world, and having lost their mind, all the in-
habitants of the earth are wandering in terrible anguish
whether they are in the religious world or in the
political world. whether kings or vassals. whether
masters or slaves. But our tender heavenly Father has
provided for this time of distress *'the precious Spiritual
Rock, Christ the Living Stone™” that would break in
pieces and scatter away these images of Satan that af-
tiict His children today. to give them liberty and peace
and joy.

Now the children of God on earth need not be
tormented any more by the numerous images that
Satan has set up in their hearts. If any one invites this
"'Spiritual Rock™ into his heart, the images will *be
swept away by the wind of the Holy Spirit like chaff
on a threshing floor in the summer,"" and *‘the Stone
that struck the images."" that is, the Spiritual Rock will
become "'a great mountain and fill the whole earth™
of his heart (Dan. 2:35). And from then on ‘'the
Spiritual Rock™ in him becomes the Precious Rock that
provides him, all through the year. rivers of living
water. milk. honey. oil, wine, and the bread of life
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abundantly. And the great and bright light that comes
out from the Rock will shine in his heart's world as
brightly as seven suns. And the light that shines out
from him to all the world will be indeed wonderful and
mySsterious.

But to those who despise God's infinite love and
grace and persistently refuse to accept into their hearts
“the Spiritual Rock,” Christ, ""the Stone cut out by
no human hand'* that has been sent from heaven, and
still cherish the numerous images in their hearts, God
says, ' The word of the Lord came to me: ‘Son of man,
these'-men have taken their idols into their hearts, and
set the stumbling block of their iniquity before their
faces; should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them?
Theretore speak to them, and say to them. Thus says
the Lord God: Any man of tle house of Israel who
takes his idols into his heart and sets the stumbling
block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to
the prophet, I the Lord will answer him Myself because
of the multitude of his idols. that I may lay hold of
the hearts of the house of Israel, who are all estrang-
ed from Me through the idols’" of their hearts.
“Therefore say to the house of Israel. Thus says the
Lord God:... Any one... who seperates himself from
Me, taking his idols into his hearts and putting the
stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet
comes... to inquire for himself of Me, I the Lord will
answer him Myself; and [ will set My face against that
man.., and cut him off,... and you shall know that [
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Praise the Lord! Glory and praise to our heavenly
tather who has provided us the Precious Spiritual
Rock. and to the Spiritual Rock our Lord Jesus forever
and ever!

%  Christ the Spiritual Rock that Strikes the Earth
Filled with Idols

Why do the nations conspire. and the peoples piot
in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves. and the
rulers take counsel together. against the Lord and His
anointed. saying. Let us burst their bonds asunder. and
cast their cords form us'" (Ps, 2:1-3).

""The kings of the earth set themselves in array, and
the rulers were gathered together against the Lord™
(Acts 4:26).

All the nations of today are. like "'in the days of
Noah. " -full of evil “"imaginations of the thoughts of
their hearts.” rise “against the Most High.” ‘cast
down the truth to the ground,”” and “"exalt themselves
to establish the vision™ (Matt. 24:37, Gen. 6:5. Dan.
7:25. 812, 11145,

They do not give heed to the word. "The heavens
are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth He has given to
the sons of men"" (Ps. 115:16), which is God's great
principle. and they ithe sons of men! do not set their
hearts to live honestly and sincerely on earth but, while
engaging in evil conducts they strive to occupy the
stars that belong to the domain of God alone challeng-
ing against Him in heaven. But as He sees them, ""He
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who sits in the heavens laughs: the Lord has them in
derision’’ iPs, 2:4).

"'Be broken. you peoples. and be dismayed: give ear,
all you far countries:... Take counsel together. but it
will come to naught: speak a word, but it will not
stand™" ([sa. 8:9,10). "'The pride of your heart has
deceived you... who say in your heart, "Who will bring
me down to the ground?” Though you soar aloft like
the eagle, though your nest is set among the stars,
thence I will bring you down."" *'The horror you in-
spire has deceived you, and the pride of your heart,
you who live in the clefts of the rock, who hold the
height of the hill.

Though vou make your nest as high as the eagle's,
| will bring you down from there, says the Lord"
{Obad. 1:3.4, Jer. 49:16).*

""Thus says the Lord God: It shall not stand, and it
shall not come to pass,”” “'says the Lord™" (Isa. 7.7,
Obad. 1:4).

The Lord said. "I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and will show mercy on whom 1 will show
mercy ' {Ex.33:19). "' work and who can hinder it? ™
Isa. 43:13). “'But the meek™" and *'the righteous™ peo-
ple “'shall possess the land (the stars), and dweli upon
it for ever’ (Ps. 37:11, 29). But "‘the wicked shall be
cut off ... Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no
more: though you look well at his place, he will not
be there'' iPs, 37:9, 10,

And the richer and wealthier their countries become,

35
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the more completely they become corrupted and
demoralized. becoming more like a world of beasts.
And their societies are jumbled up in all sorts of im-
purities and fornications regardiess of night or day,
time and place. old or young {Gal. 5:19). They are not
human beings having the likeness of God: but rather,
they are becoming more like beasts wearing the mask
of man. This is the moral state of especially the wealthy
nations in the world today.

Ir: fact. the depravation of today's world has become
the same as that of the days of Noah. How would God
teel when He beholds this world?

""He who has an ear, let him hear what* God says.
(Rev. 2:17)

[ will utterly sweep away everything from the face
of the earth. says the Lord. [ will sweep away man and
beast: | will sweep away the birds of the air and the
fish of the sea. | will overthrow the wicked: I will cut
off mankind from the face of the earth, says the Lord "
{Zeph. 1:2.3).

All countries of the earth are absorbed in making
terrible and appalling weapons in order to shed inno-
cent blood of their neighboring countries. The deadly
weapons that they make to kill their neighboring
brethren are so appalling and terrifying and offensive
to God and man that they make us shudder and fall
in despair and faint.

If the goods that had been used for making deadly
weapons to kill their neighbors had been spent for relief
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expenses for their own as well as for their neighbor-
Ing countries. so numerous millions of God's children
would have never starved to death every year as hap-
pening today,

When God made heaven and earth in the Unmhsm-
ing. He provided all things sufficiently so that all His
children can share nature’s abundant supplies with
tairness and full satisfaction no matter how big the
world population grows to be.

"The Lord has made everything for its purpose’’
Pro. 16:4). But greed and selfishness of man and of
nations have made so great disparity between the rich
and the poor, that some are absorbed in luxury and
dissipation while others suffer from poverty and star-
vation. This is one of the greatest evils of the earth that
brings the wrath of God upon the earth.

It the nations of this world had accumulated provi-
sions instead of piling up tons of deadly Weapons us-
ed to kill their neighboring countrymen. by putting
money and materials spent for making weapons to buy
relief foods. they could have coped with such terrible
disasters as happening in these days with confidence
and wisdom,

But the reality is different. Some countries enjoy
abundance of provisions that God has given them to
shatre with one another in love. but they grab it all to
themselves and regard it as their weapon. exalting it
above God. Other countries have a blessing of abun-
dant underground resources, but they make it their
idol and threaten and despise their neighbors with it

0 332 333

.
:
;
;
g
!
j

15. Jesus Christ. the Precious Spiritual Rock

Some other countries have accumulated abundant sup
plies of killing weapons, and exalting them above God.
they make them their idol. and threaten their neighbor-
ing countries with them.

In this way every country on earth has set up
numerous idols for her own and exalt them above God
and persecute, abuse, kill. and curse her neighbors.

Now the longsuffering of God has come to the limit.
and He is sending “‘the Spiritual Rock.”™ “"the Stonc
cut out by no human hand" to this earth filled with
idols and wickedness.

- "And in the days of those kings.”" ""a stone was cut
out by no human hand, and it smote the image on its
feet.... then the images (idols’ of the iron. the clay.
the bronze. the silver, and the gold. all together were
broken in pieces and became like the chaff of the sum-
met threshing floors; and the wind carried them away.
so that not a trace of them could be found. But the
stone. ' Christ the Spiritual Rock. ““that struck the im-
age became a great mountain and filled the whole
earth.”” And the kingdom of Christ, the Spiritual Rock
“'shall never be destroyed nor shall its sovereignty be
left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these
kingdoms'' of the earth ""and bring them to an end.
and it shall stand forever.”” The people that-shall live
in this kingdom are those who have not served any
idols of their hearts or idols of any country but devoted
themselves only to serve the Father and Jesus Christ.
These people who have become *'the saints of the Most
High shall receive the kingdom. and possess the
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kingdom for ever, for ever and ever’” tDan. 2:44, 34,
44, 7:18). Amen. Praise the Lord! Glory to our heaven-
ly Father who has persevered until today and to our
Lord jesus Christ. the Precious Spiritual Rock {orever

and ever! Amen.
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16. Jesus Christ, Our Righteousness

“The wages of sin is death™ {Rom. 6:23).

"'Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God. they are justified by His (God's! grace as a gift.
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus'" (Rom.
3:23.24). " 'For no human being will be justified in His
sight by works of the law, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God
has been manifested apart from law. although the law
and the prophets bear witness to it, the righteousness
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction. since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God. they are justified by His
grace as a gift. through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus. whom God put forward as an expiation
by His blood. to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in His divine forbearance
He had passed over former sins; it was to prove at the
present time that He Himself is righteous and that He
justifies him who has faith in Jesus' (Rom. 3:20-26),

"Then what becomes of our boasting?... On what
principle? On the principle of works? No, but on the
principle of faith. For we hold that a man is justiffed
by faith apart from works of law™" iRom. 3:27.28.

"Since God is one. He will justify the circumcised on
the ground of their faith and the uncircumcised through
their faith,” "God so loved the world. that He gave

360 o 13361

16. Jesus Christ, Our Righteousness

His only begotten Son,”” and "for our sake He made
Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we
might become the righteousness of God™ (Rom. 3:30,
John 3:16.2 Cor. 5:21).

Therefore "as many as received ™ the Son of God. "'to
them gave He power to become the sons of God. even
to them that believe on His name: which were born
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh. nor of the
will of man.”" nor of the works of man: it is the gitt
of God—not because of works, lest any man should
boast™" {John 1:12.13. Eph, 2:8.9).
¥  The Substitute Sentenced to Death

When man violated the sacred law of God, the wages
of his sin was death {Rom. 6:23!. The price he had to

pay for the sin he had committed was death. This was

the requirement of the law of justice of the government
of heaven. There was no other way for man but to die.
Since he had been condemned to death. he was mere-
ly waiting for the execution day. His power or any good
deeds or any effort or anything would be of no effect
in atoning his sins or satisfying the requirements of
God's holy and righteous law that he himself had
violated. Moreover, if he attempts to come to God with
deeds done in his own righteousness. it will be regard-
ed worse than a filthy rag. Everyone was to relinquish
his life as a result of his sin. O wretched man that 1
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? ™
iRom. 7:24t.
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At thus time Christ the holy Son of God who was equal
with God took upon Himself humanity. and, by giv-
ing His own life and blood for sinners. satisfied the re-
quirements for the sacred and righteous law of heaven
in order that He might pay the dreadful debt that sin-
ners must pay. And then by imparting His merit and
righteousness freely to all sinners who look to Him and
come to Him, He opened the way for sinners to become
rightesous and enjoy liberty without price. Now the sin-
ners, by the power of the grace of Christ are enabled
to keep the sacred law of God freely which they could
not but break in the past, and to enjoy again boundiess
liberty and peace within the vast circle of the iawfulness
of heaven.

% Those Who Receive Rewards Without Merit

"Now to one who works, his wages are not reckon-
ed as a gift but as his due. And to one who does not
work but trusts Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is reckoned as righteousness. So also David pronounces
a blessing upon the man to whom God reckon
righteousness apart from works: Blessed are those whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered:
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not
reckon his sin™ (Rom. 4:4-8). "'What does the Scrip-
ture say ¢ 'Abraham believed God, and it was reckon-
ed to Him as righteousness’ " (Rom. 4:1,3). People came
to Jesus and said. "'What must we do to be doing the
works of God? " (John 6:28). What great works should
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we accomplish to be gladly accepted by God? Jesus
answered them. "'This is the works of God, that you
believe in Him whom He has sent”’ (John 6:29). To
restate it. however great works you may achieve with
painstaking effort. they are of no value and of no use
before God. Only when you come to your Father with
Christ s righteousness and His merits of blood whom
God has sent. He reckons them as worthy and gladly
accepts you.

"'But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God
our Saviour appeared, He saved us. not because of
deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal
in the Holy Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that we might be
justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of eter-
nal life’’ (Titus 3:4-7). “'For all who are clothed with
Christ's righteousness and led by the Spirit of God are
sens of God™" (Rom 8:14), “*for in Christ Jesus you are
all sons of God, through faith."" "'Therefore, since we
are justified by faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Chrst™" (Gal. 3:26, Rom. 5:1),
""You know that you were ransomed from the futile

ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold. but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish
or spot”” (1 Peter 1:18. 19}. ' Christ gave Himself for
our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, accor-
ding to the will of our Father™ (Gal. 1:4). “"While we
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were still weak. at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly... One will hardly die for a righteous man—
though perhaps tor a good man one will dare even to
die. But God shows His love for us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died forus™ (Rom. 5:0-8}, Jesus
said, ""The bread which I shall give for the life of the
world is My flesh™™ {John 6:51],

% Salvation—a Gift of God

"'Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!"" (John 1:29),

""'We were by nature children of wrath, like the rest
of mankind. But God. who is rich in mercy. out of the
great love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead through our trespasses. made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved!. and rais-
ed us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages
He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works,
lest any men should boast™ (Eph. 2:3-9),

" And you He made alive, when you were dead through
the trespasses and sins.”’ (Eph. 2:1).

# Because We Became Citizens of Heaven, We
Keep the Law of Heaven,
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Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By
no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law™ " {(Rom.
3:311. Yes, it is true that not a soul can be saved by
his own good deeds. Yet if a soul that has received
salvation through faith refuses to come to God and
obey His precepts and commandments, he cannot be
saved, either. When a young man came to Jesus ask-
ing, "'Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?,"" Jesus said, "'If you would enter life. keep the
commandment'’ (Matt. 19:17). *'He who has My com-
mandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me:
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and
I will love him and manifest Myself to Him"" (John
14:21). “"He who says 'l know Him" but disobeys His
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him. ™
" All who keep His commandments abide in Him, and
He in them. ™ "If you do this you will never fall; so
there will be richly provided for you an entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ'" {1 John 2:4. 3:24, 2 Peter 1:10,11).

He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works
in keeping the law is attempting an impossibility. Yet
if a man seeks to be saved without obeying heaven's
law and principle claiming that he is saved by the free
gift of Christ's merit. he is worse, Although we are not
saved by observing the law (commandment} of God
per se, yet, because we are saved by God's grace we
are to keep the rules and orders and commandments
of His government as good citizens in heaven. A con-
ception that since a believer is saved by the merit of
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Christ. he is free to work unrighteousness is the most
dreadful evil and indulgence that brings greatest
misery. “Every one who commits sin is guilty of
lawlessness: sin is lawlessness™" 1 John 3:4). "Do we
then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means!
On the contrary. we uphold the law™" (Rom. 3:31).

Jesus said. " Think not that I have come to abolish
the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish
them but to fulfil them. For truly, I say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away. not an iota. not a dot,
will pass from the law until all is accomplished"” (Matt,
5:17.18). "'If you keep My commandments. you will
abide in My love, just as | have kept My Father's com-
mandments and abide in His love" (John 15:10),
~Although He was a Son. He learned obedience'" ..
and was ""made perfect, {Heb.5:8,9} and how much
more is the case with us sinful and wicked!

The requirement for eternal life is no less than it was
in the Garden of Eden before the fall. perfect obedience
to the law of God and living in perfect accordance with
it. When fallen men live a life of obedience to God's
law through the merit of the blood of Christ, He gains
God’s grace and is invited to the paradise to partake
of the tree of life.

* Fruits of ‘‘Righteousness by Faith™

“You will know them by their fruits™” (Matt. 7:16)
There are two kinds of righteousness by faith:first
is the imputed, second is the imparted. The first
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enables us to become candidates for heaven and the
second makes us become fitted to live in heaven. Apart
from these two, especially the second. we cannot in-
herit heaven. .

Finally. 1 would like to say about true fruits
manifested in the lives of the redeemed by receiving
the righteousness of Christ, that is , the second
righteousness by faith.™

Although God is a God of justice and love and the
Justifier of sinners through the merits of Christ, as long
as the sinner continues practicing his known sins while
neglecting known duties, Christ's robe of righteousness
cannot cover his soul. Before God justifies a man, He
requires of his soul perfect obedience. In order to re-

 tain His justification, continual obedience is required.

and by active faith that works by love he must purify
his soul.

On the cross Christ bore the heavy burden of sin with
His own body and has taken away the curse of sin from
all those who believe in Him as a personal Saviour. He
drove out the controlling power of sin from their
hearts, and molded their lives and characters, that they
might manifest the distinction of His grace and puri-
ty. He pours His Spirit upon the suppliants; for He
knows that all believers must be freed from sense of
curse and condemnation by the law and to be saved
from the degradation of sin.

This is the perfect life, the life apart form sin that
is acceptable to God, that is manifested in the lives
of the believers that have accepted Christ's

q._.n._.._rn.,:_nﬂ.w.nn v mmuﬁ“}.
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The believer is fitted for heaven by Christ’'s abiding
presence, by putting on the garment of His
righteousness, and by the influence of the Holy Spirit
that sanctifies him through the truth. Without these
processes of sanctification, no one can attain to fitness
for heaven, Unless we are qualified to abide in holy
atmosphere by the influence of the Holy Spirit and
Christ’s righteousness, we will not find happiness in
heaven. In order to enter heaven we must meet the
requirements of the law: **You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and
your neighbor as yourself ~* (Luke 10:27).

By beholding Jesus, by continual working of the Holy
Spirit, the believer advances from grace to grace, from
power to power, from character to character. Until he
attains unto the measure of the full stature in Christ
Jesus. He ceases not his spiritual growth, and at the
end he bears the image of Christ.

Thus Christ removes the curse of sin from the heart
of His child and sets him free from all its effects and
action. Now a complete change is manifested in the
life of the believer who has been justified by faith: from
a life of degradation and corruption to a life of
regeneration, whereby all his thoughts and desires are
continuously channeled toward the kingdom of God.
And he becomes a partaker of the divine nature, Sin
can no longer take control of his life and he will lead
a life free from sin, This is the true fruit of taith born
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in the lives of the believers who have received the true
righteousness and merits of Christ.

“You know that He appeared to take away sins...
No one who abides in Him sins: no one who sins has
either seen Him or known Him. Little children, let no
one deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as
He is righteous. He who commits sin is of the devil:
for the devil has sinned {rom the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of
the devil.”” ""Whosoever is born of God doth not com-
mit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot
sin. because he is born of God. In this the children
of God are manifest, and the children of the devil™
(1 John 3:5-10, K.J.V.}.

** And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as He is pure’” (1 John 3:3, K.]J.V.).

And living the life of faith that works by love, as
Christ did. they visit the sick, care for the poor, help
the widows and fatherless, clothe the naked. and satisfy
the hungry. They love all the children of God: and
meekness and truth guide their footsteps. Their
countenances display their experience. People take
knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus and
learned of Him.

Christ and the believer become one, and His beau-
ty of character is revealed in those who are vitally con-
nected with the Lord, the source of power and love.
In this way, the Lord's lovely character and spirit are
manifested to the world. This is the perfect and vic-
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torious life and fruit born of those who have accepted
the true righteousness of Christ as their own.
Praise the Lord! Glory and praise and thanksgiving
forever to our Lord Jesus, our Righteousness and Merit
and Power who gives us complete freedom from the
power of sin and leads us to victory! Praise the Lord !

370 1344)
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"Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly
call, consider Jesus,... the High Priest” {(Heb, 3:1),

"'Consider Jesus the High Priest.”” Who is "the High
Priest’ ? What is His work? Why do we call Jesus ""our
High Priest’ ¢

Jesus. resurrected and ascended: what is He doing
today in heaven? This is what the children of God must
know and *‘consider deeply’’ in these last days.

In aricient days God commanded Moses to build a
sanctuary in which He would personally dwell. “"Let
them make Me a sanctuary. that [ may dwell in their
midst.’" {Ex. 25:8)

The sanctuary that He commanded Moses to build
was the earthly sanctuary that was the pattern and
shadow of "'the true sanctuary’’ in which He dwells
in heaven. ""According to all that I show you concer-
ning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its fur-
niture, so you shall make it.”" ''Make them after the
pattern for them, which is being.shown you on the
mountain’' (Ex. 25:9, 40).

And Moses built the sanctuary according to the pat-
tern that God had shown him concerning the true
sanctuary in heaven. Paul testified to this. saying, "It
is symbolic for the present age. According to this ar-
rangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered which™ “are
the copies of the heavenly things.”" *'For Christ ascend-
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ed has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands.
a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself. now to
appear in the presence of God on our behalt”” (Heb
9:9.23,24:,

"Now the point in what we are saying is this: we
have such a High Priest. One who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven. a Minister
in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not
by man but by the Lord™" (Heb. 8:1.2).

% The Structure of the Sanctuary

The structure of the sanctuary built by Moses after
the pattern of the heavenly sanctuary was like this: the
walls had the appearance of massive gold. It consisted
of two apartments called the holy and the most holy
place. In the holy place were the candlestick, with its
seven lamps giving light to the whole interior, and the
table of shewbread and the altar of incense glittering
like burnished gold. The ceiling was formed by the
gorgeous curtain inwrought with figures of angels in
blue, and purple, and scarlet. And in the most holy
place stood the ark in which was kept the law of God
(The Ten Commandments}. Above it was the mercy
seat surmounted by two cherubim, on at each end. In
this apartment was manifested the visible glory of God.
before which none but the high priest could enter and
stand. The matchless splendor of the earthly sanctuary
reflected to human vision the glories of the heavenly
temple. But the abiding place of the King of kings.
where thousand thousands minister unto Him. and ten
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thousand times ten thousand stand before Him (Dan.
7:10); that temple. filled with the glory of the eternal
throne. where seraphim, its shining guardians. veil
their faces in adoration, could find. in the most
magnificent structure ever reared by human hands. but
a faint reflection of its vastness and glory. Yet impor-
tant truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and the
great work there carried mo_acma by Jesus for man's
redemption are taught by the éarthly sanctuery and
its services.

¢ The Ministration of the Earthly Sanctuary

The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted
of two divisions; the priests ministered daily in the holy
place, while once a year the high priest performed a
special work of atonement in the most holy for the
cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant
sinner brought his offering to the door of the taber-
nacle and. placing his hand upofi the victim's head.
confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from
himself to the innocent sacrifice. The animal was then
slain, This symbolized the death of innocent Jesus in
the sinner's stead, bearing all their sins.

In typical ministration commanded to Moses, while
the high priest was performing the service in the most
holy place on the Day of Atonement, all the children
of [srael assembled around the sanctuary and spent the
day in deep searching of heart and in contrition. The
Lord said to Moses. *'On the tenth day of this seventh
month is the Day of Atonement; it shall be for you
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a time of holy convocation. and you shall afflict
yourselves and present an offering by fire to the Lord.
And you shall do no work on this same day: for it is
a day of atonement. to make atonement for you before
the Lord your God. For whoever is not afflicted on
this same day shall be cut off from his people” iLev.
3:26-29).

“You shall afflict yourselves, and shall do no work.
either the native or the stranger who sojourns among
you; for on this day shall atonement be made for you.
to cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be cleaned
before the Lord™ (Jer. 16:29,30).

In this way, on the Day of Atonement, those who
searched their hearts in contrition before God were
not cut off from the people but became pure and ho-
ly, freed and redeemed from all sins they had com-
mitted all the year.

% The Ministration of the Heavenly Sanctuary

Even in Moses. typical ministration on the Day of
Atonement, all the children of Israel, so solemnly with
fear and trembling, searched and afflicted themselves
around the sanctuary, and by so doing they could
escape from being cut off from the peopie; but now
we are living in more solemn and more fearful age
when Jesus our High Priest has entered the Most Ho-
ly Place of the heavenly sanctuary where is seated our
glorious heavenly Father surrounded by thousand
thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand of
angels and seraphim, and is now almost closing His
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work of intercession and His last petition before the
Father with His blood in behalf of every child from
the first inhabitant of the earth to all who are living
today. How much more should we now with greater
fear and trembling and humility of heart devote
ourselves to strict heart-searching and contrition and
confession for our sins and defects? If we persist our
stubbornness denying to search and humble ourselves,
none of us will be able to perpetuate his life in his sins
and defects any longer. His soul and his name shall
be cut off forever from God's holy congregation (Lev.
23.29).

“Therefore, my Leloved, ... work out vour own salva-
tion with fear and trembling”' (Phi. 2:12}, “"Examine

'yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own

selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?’ (2 Cor.
13:5, K.J.V.). “'Yet even now, " says the Lord, "'return
to Me with all your heart, with fasting. with weeping.
and with mourning™ (Joel 2:12). ""Purify yourselves,
you who-bear the vessels of the Lord.” "'Unto two
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanc-
tuary be cleansed’” (Isa. 52:11, Dan. 8:14. K.]J. V.1,
The destiny of everyone on the face of the earth,
whether eternal life or death, is now being eternally
decided in the heavenly sanctuary by the final service
of Jesus our High Priest. Repentance for sin and prayers
for pardon of all sinners on earth are accepted only
while Jesus stays in the heavenly sanctuary as the High
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Priest. But soon He will come out of the sanctuary.
and no one’s repentance and confession will be ac-
cepted. As He comes out. He does not come out with
His rebe of sin-atoning High Priest but with the robe
of the King of kings that judges and destroys sinners.
And He solemnly declares: “"He that is unjust, let him
be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous. let him be righteous still;
and he that is holy, let him be holy still” (Rev. 22:111,
This is the final dicision of every one's destiny.
Therefore all prodigals in the world must come to Jesus
their merciful High Priest today, on this very day. and
receive pardon and cleansing, *'Behold, now is the ac-
ceptable time; behold. now is the day of salvation.™
At the acceptable time I listen to you. and help you
on the day of salvation'™ (2 Cor. 6:2.

Especially to all returned prodigals Jesus will
distribute white robes woven by heaven's loom: and
this is the wedding garment we are to be attired in
when entering His marriage feast in heaven—the robe
of character (Matt. 22:11). The robe of character means
possessing perfect character like the Father in heaven
and Christ without a spot or a wrinkle. Therefore now
when Jesus is waiting to take off our sinners. filthy
garments with His power and authority of the High
Priest. we must now come to Him and change our
clothes soiled and stinking from sins and faults with
the white robe of regeneratioin woven by heaven's
loom. Those who lose this golden oppertunity. their
names will be eliminated forever from the book of life
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in Jesus' hand. Now in the heavenly sanctuary He is
weighing every one's deed and character one by one
who professed to follow Him in order to finally com-
plete the book of life. This is the grave "'Investigative
Judgement " thatis to be executed at the end of the earth's
history (Rev. 14:7, Isa. 65:6,7). Those who pass this
judgment are those who possess spotless character,
and in whose “mouth is found no guile.”” {Rev. 14:3)

The High Priest says. "I am the Alpha and Omega.
the first and the last, the beginning and the end. Bless-
ed are those who wash their robes, that they may have
the right to the tree of life and that they may enter
the city by the gates” (Rev. 22:13,14).

**And the angel said to me, Write this: Blessed are
‘those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb™ {Rev. 19:9). .

‘“Therefore. holy brethren,... consider Jesus... the
High Priest ~* (Heb. 3:1).

“*For Christ has entered. not into a sanctuary made
with hands. a copy of the true one, but into heaven
itself. now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf... as the High Priest.” "*Consequenty He is able
for all time to save those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make interces-
sion for them'' (Heb. 9:24.25. 7:25).

Praise the Lord { Glory and praise and thanksgiving
forever to Jesus our High Priest who is still perform-
ing His service in the most holy place in the :m&ﬂn:?
sanctuary to atone our sins forever and give us
everlasting liberty! Praise the Lord!
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18. Jesus Christ Who is Equal with God the
Father

(1 Christ who is Equal with God

“Though He was in the form of God ™ and equal with
God He "did not count equality with God a thing to
be grasped. but emptied Himself, taking the form of
a servant, being born in the likeness of men' (Phi. 2:6.
A

From the beginning the three Gods—the }Holy
Father. the Holy Son. and the Holy Spirit—are all equal
with One Another: "'merciful and gracious and slow
to anger,”” the omnipotent Gods (Ex. 34:6), These three
Gods made all things in heaven and earth together,
blessed them together. took care of them in love
together. When earthly children had fallen They
sacrificed together to save them. From the beginning
these three Gods were sitting on one throne. and at
one table consulted and discussed together and worked
together. And they are called the Triune God. No One
is dominated by nor was born of The Other. They are
self-existent from eternity. The nature of Their lives
is a mystery that cannot be disputed among men. I
will probably be solved when we finally meet Them
face to face in heaven and ask.

Then why, being equal. is One called God the Fathey
and Another God the Son—One high. Another low?
That is because. when earthly children had fallen and
been doomed te death. One of the Three Gods rose
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up. took off His kingly robe and crown. handed over
to Another forsaking all His glory and power and
authority and majesty, and as a Son of God He came

- down to this earth. This God is the Saviour called by

the name of Jesus Christ from the earthly sinners. One
who had been equal with the other two Gods came
down in Bethlehem in the land of judea as the Son
of God and also as a Son of man (Mary!.

O what an amazing fact it is! What is more. as He

' came to this world of sin, besides being called the Son

of God. He was given another debasing name—'""the
Lamb of God"" (John 1:29), the name of an animal.
O what a deplorable truth it is! The Almighty God
became a Son of God. then a Son of man; and as it

. He had been a son of an animal {as a Lamb}, He was

killed. Oh! what an amazing sacrifice! It is a mystery
of the universe, a mystery of all the worlds. and an
everlasting mystery! The infinite love. the infinite
sacrifice, the infinite humiliation of God the Son is an
incomprehensible mystery of love, so infinitely deep,
so infinitely high, so infinitely broad that neither angels
of heaven nor the redeemed children of the earth can
penetrate through the eternal ages,

When the position of the Father and of the Son was
settled in heaven, the Holy Father said. "I shall be to
Him a Father. and He shall be to Me a Son.”” But "let
all God’s angels worship Him’* (Heb. 1:5.6). He is "*My
dedicated One’" (Isa. 42:19) and "My Fellow™" {Zech.
13:7). Yes. if Jesus had been truly the Son of God before
His position as a Son was settled in heaven, He must
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be a Son derived from the body of the Father, that is.
His derivative. But not so: Jesus is the self-existent
Almighty God who "is without father or mother or
genealogy. and has neither beginning of days nor end
of life’” (Heb. 7:3}. who is equal with God the Father,
“'For unto us a child is born. unto us a Son is given:
and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller. The
mighty God. The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace' iIsa, 9:6. K.J.V.}. "We know that the Son of
God... is the true God and eternal life'" (1 John 5:20),
He Himself says, '] am the Alpha and the Omega, says
the Lord God. who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty,” "and the living One; [ died, and
behold. 1 am alive forevermore, and I have the keys
of hell and of death.” “'He that believeth in Me.
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die’” (Rev. 1:8,18,
John 11:25,26, K.J.V.}.

Praise the Lord! Glory and praise and thanksgiving
forever to God our Saviour Jesus who loved me so
much. who. in order to save me, "'did not count equali-
ty with God a thing to be grasped. but emptied
Himself. taking the form of a servant,”” the position
of the Son of God, then of the Son of man, and was
slain as 2 Son of an animal—the Lamb! Praise the Lord!

(2} Jesus who is the Partner to God the Father

Jesus is an eternal Friend and a Partner to God the
Father from the beginning. He Himself is God.
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" Awake. O sword, against My Shepherd, and against
the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of hosts™
{Zech. 13:7), This is what the Father spoke about His
Son’s cruel death on the cross who has been His Feliow
from the foundation of the world.

Now let us follow up the footsteps of two Gods who
have been walking side by side as one {rom the
beginning.

%k At beginning of His work, the first of His acts
of old... before the beginning of the earth.... when
there were no depths, ... before the mountains had
been shaped. ... then I (Holy Son! was beside Him, like
a master workman' (Pro. 8:22-300.

%k "'In the beginning was the Word {Holy Son!, and
the Word was with God (Holy Father)... He was in
the beginning with God; all things were made through
Him" {John H H wu .

% "God _Ecgw mmﬁwnz sent _&m Son (Holy Son! into
the ﬁonn_asowho condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved mwao:mr.lmﬁ fin* (John 3:17).

% *'This is life eternal, that they might know Thee
the only true God (Holy Father), and Jesus Christ (Holy
Son} whom Thou hast sent™ (John 17:3, K.J.V.).

s 'Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God (Holy Fatehr’,
and the faith of Jesus (Holy Son) " (Rev. 14:12, K.J.V.).
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*# *"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God
(Holy Father!. believe also in Me (Holy Sonl™ (John
14:.1. K.J. V..

* 'God 'Holy Father! is not man, that He should
lie, or a son of man that He should repent, Has He
said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and
will He not fulfil it? (Num. 23:191.

* "He who has My commandments and keeps
them. he it is who loves Me (Holy Son); and he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father {Holy Father),
and ! will love him and manifest Myself to him™" (John
14:21),

* “'If a man love Me (Holy Son), he will keep My
words, and My Father (Holy Father) will love him, and
We will come unto him and make Our abode with
him"" (John 14:23, K.].V.).

¥ “'If any one serves Me, he must follow Me... If
any one serves Me (Holy Son!, the Father (Holy Father)
will honour him™* (John 12:26}.

% " "For God (Holy Father’ so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son (Holy Son), that

whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish but
have everlasting life”" (John 3:16, K.J.V.}..

% "Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that
ve shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall
leave Me alone: and vet I (Holy Son! am not alone,
pecause the Father {Holy Father) is with Me™" {John
Ie32. K. LM
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* “Believe Me that I {Holy Son! am in the Father
(Holy Father) and the Father in Me'" {John 14:11}

% I (Holy Son! and the Father (Holy Father! are
one  (John 10:30).
%% " The two Godheads on the throne (Rev. 5:13)

% ""The two Godheads who created the heaven and
earth (Pro. 8:22-3(

# 'The two Godheads Uminm children (Gen.1:26,

27
% “"The two Godheads consulting all things together

{Zech. 6:13)
* The two Godheads appeared where baptism was
performed (Matt. 3:16,17)

% The two Godheads appeared on the Mount of
Transfiguration (Matt, 17:1-5)

* “The two Godheads on the cross (John 16:32,
Luke 23:44-46)

% “The two Godheads in heaven's marriage feast
(Matt. 22:1-13)

# “"The two Godheads on the- eternal throne of
heaven (Mark 16:19, Rev. 7:9.10)

From the day of eternity until today the two
Godheads have been working intimately in coopera-
tion with Each Other being a perfect working pair like
a pair ot chopsticks or the thread and a needle. “Jesus
Christ is the same yvesterday and today and forever™
(Heb. 13:8).
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The two Godheads will remain as a pair forever
(Zech. 13:7) waorking and reioicing together, '1 and

......... e e h i e e . A il

My Father are one’" (John 10:30),

(3) The Two Godheads Worthy of Receiving Eternal
Glory and Praise and Adoration

"After this I looked’™" (Rev. 4:1),

% “The twenty-four elders fall down before Him
who is seated on the throne and worship Him who lives
forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the
throne, singing, ‘Worthy art Thou. our Lord and God
'Holy Father). to receive glory and honour and power,
for Thou didst create all things. and by Thy will they
existed and were created.””” ""Then I looked, and I
heard around the throne and the living creatures and
the elders the voice of many angels numbering myriads
of myriads and thousands of thousands. saying with
2 loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb (Holy Son! who was
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honour and glory and blessing!"'" (Rev.
4:10, 11, 5:11, 12).

* "And I heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and in the sea, and’all
therein, saying. "To Him (Holy Father) who sits upon
the throne and to the Lamb {Holy Son! be blessing and
honour and glory and might forever and ever!' And
the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders
fell down and worshipped™ (Rev. 5:13, 14},
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* ""And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying,
'‘Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God (Holy Father! and the authority of His
Christ (Holy Son) have come, for the accuser of our
brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them
day and night before our God" ™" (Rev. 12:10).

* “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord (Ho-
ly Father) and of His Christ (Holy Son), and He shall
reign forever and ever' ' (Rev. 11:15).

% **After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude
which no man could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing betfore the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with
a loud voice, 'Salvation belongs to our God (Holy
Father) who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb
{(Holy Son}! And all the angels stood round the throne
and round the elders and four living creatures. and
they fell on their faces before the throne and worship-
ped God'’ and the Lamb (Rev. 7:9-11).

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our Ged the Almighty
iHoly Father) reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give
Him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb (Holy Son,
Jesus) has come, and His Bride (the saints of the earth!
has made herself ready; it was granted her to be cloth-
ed with fine linen, bright and pure, for the fine linen
is the righteous deeds of the saints."" *'Blessed are those
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who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb "
(Rev. 19:6-9).

Praise the Lord! To God our Saviour who. being
equal with the Father, in order to save us, became the
Son of God, and the Son of man. and the Son of an
animal to be slain as a Lamb, be glory and praise and
honour and reverence and thanksgiving forever and
ever! Hallelujah! Amen!

386 . (358)

19. Jesus Christ, Lord of the Sabbath

"'The Son of manis Lord of the Sabbath ™ (Matt. 12:8).

"The Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath'* means.
"The Son of man is the Owner and the Possessor of
the Sabbath who had enacted it in the beginning, "’
“"Lord of the Sabbath™” implies greater meaning: that
is. ""The Son of man is God who established the Law—
The Ten Commandments—which contain the Sabbath
law.”" Yes. When Jesus finished His work of creating
the universe with His Father in the beginning. He also
established **The Ten Commandments'* —the sacred
law of love and justice—which is the foundation of the
government of heaven and the transcription of His
gharacter and the foundation of His throne; and He
hatlowed the Sabbath in it as a day of commemora-
tion of the creation. S .

And He established it as an institution that all His
children in the universe should remember and keep
it holy, and on the day they were to give glory and
thanksgiving to their Creator; and on the other hand.
He, by bestowing special blessings upon them as a
token of His tender love, appointed it to be a day of
joy and happiness for God and man. This was to be
a precious day of greatest blessings on which God and
His children were privileged to meet together every
week, and with all the rest of our family in the universe
to enjoy most joyful hours together.

This important blessed Sabbath is the sacred festival
of creation that cannot be abolished nor changed as
long as God and Jesus and the government of heaven
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continue to exist. That is why Jesus said. ' 'Think not
that [ have come to abolish the law" —the Sabbath: "I
have come not to abolish them but to fulfil them™
(Matt. 5:171. In those days the Jewish leaders establish-
ed numerous unnecessary and burdensome rules that
God had not commanded in the Scriptures. that tend-
ed to pervert the purpose of Sabbath which had been
given for man's sake (Matt. 2:27}, for the happiness
of all inhabitants of the universe. Jesus™ mission was
to restore the Sabbath to its original purpose and state,
“to talfil it” (Matt. 5:17) by removing from His
children heavy burdens and toilsome yokes caused by
their false leaders’ misapplication of Sabbath.

Our Lord resolutely carried out His Sabbath reform;
disregarding all the sabbath rules enacted by the Jews
that were loaded down with rigorous exactions and
traditions that made obedience painful and burden-
some. He healed the sick, performed missionary works,
taught people in the field and on the mountainside on
the Sabbath. Yet what calls for our attention is that
He still perfectly observed the Sabbath that He
Himeself had established in the beginning in perfect
accordance with its claims and requirements. He. “as
His custom was (Luke 4:16),"" kept the Sabbath and
said, "'If you keep My commandments, you will abide
in My love, just as I have kept My Father's command-
ments and abide in His love™” (John [5:10). “'For this
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.
And His commandments are not burdensome.’ “If
you would enter life. keep the commandments™ (1
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John 5:3, Matt. 19:17). **For truly, I say to you, till
neaven and earih pass away, not an iota, not a dot,
will pass from the law until all is accomplished " (Matt.
5:181, "*Pray that your flight may not be in winter or
on a Sabbath. For then there will be a great tribula-
tion, such as has not been from the beginning of the
world until now, no. and never will be"" {Matt. 2420,
210,

What an explicit and exhaustive request He made
to us! Even during "'the great tribulation™ in the last
days, such as ""has not been from the beginning until
now and never will be”", He commanded us to be
faithful even unto death to defend the Sabbath, did
He not? The Sabbath. “‘the Lord's day’™ (Rev. 1:1(0
is indeed the God's day in heaven, the angels’ day,
and the day of the government of the universe.
Therefore those who faithtfully keep this day are those
who are loyal to the government of the universe and
to God and Jesus: they possess a mark of His people
‘Ezek. 20:12 20). God acknowledges them as His own
faithful people and puts a mark on their foreheads that
testifies His possession (Ezek. 9:4-6, Rev. 7:2,3). And
He takes them to heaven. Therefore the Sabbath is a
distinction between His people and the world and a
touchstone that proves their loyalty to God.

But what a great number of our brethren in Chris-
tian world are observing Sunday, the first day of the
week. having forfeited the true. holy Sabbath, *'the
Lord's day' (Rev. 1:10! that the Lord has established
and kept Himself until today and requested us to keep
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untii the last day and which we will also keep through
all eternity in new heaven and new earth. T5a.
06:22.23),

The first day (Sunday!. our Lord has neither
established it nor commanded us to keep it holy nor
kept it Himself. on the contrary, it is on this n_mu.a that
He began His work of creation in the beginning. And
while He was on earth He worked very hard on this
day. Then what made us keep this day that is unknown
to either God.or angels? Where has this day come
trom? How has it been initiated ? And why is it being
kept so prevalently today? Let us listen to God's words
.om prophecy and the testimonies of candid witnesses
In past ages.

% -Testimony of the Bible :

""We have the prophetic word made more sure. You
will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shin-
ing in a dark place, until the day dawns and the mor-
ning star rises in your heart'” (2 Peter 1:19).

""That day will not come, unless the rebellion comes
first. and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son
of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself against
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself
to be God"" (2 Thess. 2:3,4) |

“"He shali speak words against the Most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the Most High. and shall
think to change the times and the law' (Dan. 7:25/

And the whole earth followed ™ him **with wonder'
(Rev. 13:3.4).
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¥ Testimonies of Candid Witnesses
The British Encyclopedia (The article for Sunday)

" The first sunday law was decreed by the half-pagan,
half-Christian Roman emperor Constantine [ in 321

AD
"'History of the Christian Church™ vol. 3, 5th ed..

p.380, note 1

"On the venerable Day of the Sun let the magistrates
and people residing in the cities rest, and let all
workshops be closed. In the country, however, per-
sons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully
continue their pursuits; because it often happens that
another day is not so suitable for grain-sowing or for
vine-planting; lest by neglecting the proper moment
for such operations the bounty of heaven should be
lost.™

North British Review (secular!

“*That very day was the Sunday of their heathen
neighbors and respective countrymen: and patriotism
gladly united with expediency in making it at once their
Lord's day and their Sabbath, "—February. 1853. Vol.
XV, p. 409.

Christian at Work (Evangelical)

"So some have tried to build the observance of Sun-
day upon apostolic command. whereas the apostles
gave no command on the matter at all.” —Editorial.
April. 19. 1883. p.3.
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Christian Union (Congregationall
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changed from the seventh to the first day of the week.
not by any positive authority. but by a gradual pro-
cess. — 'Inquiring Friends™ June, 11. 1879, p. 530.

Neander (church historian) says:

"The festival of t Sunday like all other festivals, was
always only a human ordinance. and it was far from
the intentions of the apostles to establish a divine com-
mand in this respect, far from them and from the ear-
ly apostolic church to transfer the laws of the Sabbath
to Sunday.”—"The History of the Christian Religion
and Church’ (Rose’s translation! p. 186.

William Prynn, noted Purjtan historian t1655)

“The seventh-day Sabbath was... solemnized by
Christ. the apostles. and primitive Christians. after the
resurrection till this Laodicean Council did in a man-
ner quite abolish the observation of it. ' The council
of Laodicea. about the year of Christ 360, ... first settled
the observatioin of the Lord's day. and prohibited ..
the keeping of the Jewish Sabbath under an
anathema. '—" A Brief Polemical Dissertation Concer-
ning... the Lord's day—Sabbath,"" pp.34.44.

R.W.Dale, M.A.. (Congregationalist of England)
wrote:

"It is quite clear that, however rigidly or devotely
we may spend Sunday, we are not keeping the Sab-
bath... The Sabbath was founded on a specific. divine

392 (363-364

A e ey

. Ao

19, Jesus Chnist, Lord of the Sabbath

command. We can plead no such command for the
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sentence in the New Testament to suggest that we in-
cur any penalty by violating the supposed sanctity of
Sunday. '— The Ten Commandments’* pp. 127-129.

Dr. E.T.Hiscox. Baptist, Author of “'The Baptist

Manual™

*"There was and is a comandment to keep holy the
Sabbath day, but that Sabbath day was not Sunday.
[t will be said, however, and with some show of
triumph, that the Sabbath was transferred from the
seventh to the first day of the week... Where can the
record of such a transaction be found? Not in the New
Testament—absolutely not. ... Of course. 1 quite well
know that Sunday did come into use in early Chris-
tian histroy as a religious day, as we learn from the
Christian Fathers and other sources. But what a pity
that it comes branded with the mark of paganism, and
christened with the name of the sun god, then adopted
and sanctioned by the papal apostasy. and bequeath-
ed as a sacred legacy to Protestantism! ' —Faper by Dr.
E.T.Hiscox. Read Aug. 20. 1893. at Saratoga. N.Y.,
Baptist ministers’ meeting in ~"Source Book . pp. 513,
514.

John Frith (1572

““We are in a manner as superstitious in the Sunday
as they (the Jews) were in the Saturday. yea, and we
are much madder. For the Jews have the word of God
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for their Saturday. sith Isincel ... they were commanded
to keep the seventh day solemn. And we have not th
word of God for us. but rather against us; for we kee
not the seventh day. as the Jews do. but the first. which
is not commanded by God's law. — 'Workers"' p.96
in ""The Whole Works of W.Tyndall, John Frith, and

Doctor Barns. ™

Lat)

o

The Baptist Teacher

"'The law long antedates the age of Moses. It is as
old as the race... There is evidence of Sabbath obser-
vance {rom the very first, and the Lord from Sinai en-
joins that that be ‘remembered’ which was already in
existence... As it was from the beginning. so it will be
to the end... Even the law of the Sabbath is as bin-
ding now as ever, Every recurring seventh day is. in
a peculiar sense, to be hallowed. -July. 1895. p.317.

Richard Watson (Methodist) says:

“"There is not on record any divine command. issued
to the apostles, to change the Sabbath from the day
on which it was held by the Jews, to the first day of
the week.'— Watson's Theological Institutes™
(Methodist), 3rd.. Vol. 1. p.270.

Dr. Lyman Abbott (Congregationalist) Says:

""The current notion that Christ and His apastles
authoritatively substituted the first day of the week for
the seventh is absolutely without any authority in the
New Testament. " —*Christian Union™", June. 26,1890,

__.N ; ' ; Y

394 1364-365!

I9. Jesus Chast. Lord of the Sabbath

Mgr. Segur (Roman Catholic! says:

"It was the Catholic Church which, by the authori-
ty of Jesus Christ. has transferred this rest to the Sun-
day, in remembrance of the resurrectioin of our Lord.
Thus the observance of Sunday by the Protestants is
an homage they pay, in spite of themselves, to the
authority of the (Catholic) Church.”'—"Plain Talk
About the Protestantism of Today™ p.213,

Cardinal Gibbons {Roman Catholic) says:

""You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation,
and you will not find a single line authorizing the sanc-
tification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the
religious observance of Saturday, a day which we never

'sanctify.”"—‘The Faith of Our Fathers ', 1917 ed. p.89.

Catholic Mirror;
“The Catholic Church, with its unmistakable

authority, has prescribed Sunday, for the observance
of the Sabbath instead of the ancient Biblical Sabbath

day. '—0ct.22.1893.

Eusebius, a famous bishop and a flatterer of

Constantine, says:

All things, whatever that it was duty to do on the
Sabbath, these we have transferred to the Lord’sday."”’
Robert Cox, "‘Sabbath Laws and Sabbath Duties™,

p.338.

Pope Leo XIII says:
“'We have the position and the prerogatives of the
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Quoted by Lucius Ferraris, in ' ‘Prompta :
Bibliotheca.’" art. "'Papa II," pars. 1, 12-14, 30: transla- .
tion in "Source Book,”” pp. 409, 410. o

o

""The Pope is of so great dignity and so exalted that ., _
he is not a mere man, but as if were God. and the vicar? - @
of God.™ e

“"Hence the Pope is crowned with a triple crown, as > - - |
king of heaven and of earth and of the lower regions. " #

Rz n it

“"He is likewise the divine monarch and supreme
emperor and king of kings." |

“"Moreover the superiority and the power of the
Roman Pontiff by no means pertain only to heavenly
things, to earthly things, and to things under the earth,
but are even over angels, than whom he is greater."’

"'The pope is of so great authority and power that
he can modify, explain, or interpret even divine laws. .. :
The pope can modify divine law, since his power is .
not of man, but of God, and he acts as vicegerent of
God upon earth.” =
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® God's Ten Commandments

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im-
age, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: for [ the Lord thy God am a
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jealous God. visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth generaiion ol
trera that hate Me; and shewing mercy unto thousands
of them that love Me. and keep My commandments.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that
taketh His name in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant. not thy maidservant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath Day, and
hallowed it.

5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.

6. Thou shalt not kill.

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

8. Thou shalt not steal.

9. Thou shall not bear false witness against thy
neighbor. .

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manser-
vant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
anything that is thy neighbor's.
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* "The Ten Commandments’ Changed by the Roman
Catholic Church

1. I am the Lord your God, you shall not have other
gods betore me,

2. You shall not make wrong use of the name of the
Lord,

. Keep holy the Sabbath day,

. Honor your father and mother,

. You shall not commit murder,

You shall not commit adultry,

You shall not steal,

You shall not bear {alse witness against your

neighbor,

9. You shall not desire your neighbor's wife,

10. You shall not desire your neighbor’s possessions.
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Cardinal Gibbons iRoman Catholic) says:

""But you may read the Bible from Genesis to Revela-
tion, and you will not find a single line authorizing
the sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the
religious observance of Saturday, a day which we never

sanctify. " —""The Faith of Qur Fathers™” 1893 ed. p.
111

The Catholic Record:

""The Sabbatical observation of Sunday is not ground-
ed on the Scriptures but on our traditions: therefore
it is no doubt an institution of the Catholic Church.’ —
September 17.1893. =, :
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* Words of lesus. Lord of the Sabbath

Jesus says:
~"'Why do you transgress the commandments of Ged
for the sake of your tradition? ™" (Matt, 15:3)

"Why do you call Me ‘Lord. Lord’, and not do what
I tell you? "’ (Luke 6:46)

"'In vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines
the precepts of men’ (Matt. 5:9),

“Do you not know that if you vield yourselves to
any one as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death,
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? " {Rom.
6:16). _

“Think not that I have come to abolish the law and
the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to
fultil them™ *"For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled™ {Matt. 5:17, 5:18,
K.V, et b e Zedinid 28 o0 o o per

"'l warnevery one who hears the words of the pro-
phecy of this book: if any one adds to them, God will
add to him the plagues described in this book, and if
any one takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of
life and in the holy city, which are described in this
book " (Rev, 22:18.19}.

*Not every one who says to Me, 'Lord. Lord’, shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father who is in heaven. On that day (Jesus’
Second Advent) many will say to Me, "Lord, Lord. did
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we nont oy )
we not prohesy in Your name, and ca
in Your name, and do many B_mrq Soawm in Your
name?’ And then will [ declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from Me, you evildoers' "' {Matt. 7:21-23),

""He who has My commandments and keeps them,
he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him" (John 14:21},

““1f you love Me, you will keep My commandments™
-+:(John 14:15),

""" ""Do you not know that in a race all the runners com-
pete, but only one receives the prize?™ (1 Cor, 9:24).

"An athlete is not crowned unless he competes ac-
cording to the rules” (2 Tim. 2:5}. |

“If you would enter life, keep the commandments”
(Matt. 19:17),

"To the law and to the testimony! If they do not
speak according to this word, they have no light of
dawn' (Isa. 8:20, N.LV.),

"For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become guilty of all of it. For He who said,
'"Do not commit adultery, ' said also, ‘Do not kill'- He
who said, ‘Do not kill", said also, 'Keep the Sabbath
holy"; He who said. 'Keep the Sabbath holy', said also,
‘Serve no other gods before Me™. " *'If you do not com-
mit adultery but kill'" or transgress any other one point,
“'you have become a transgressor of the law "' (James
2:10, 11, Ex. 20:8.3.5).

'S0 speak and so act as those who are to be judged
under the law of liberty’ (James 2:12).

-
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“Whosoever commiteth sin transgress also the law:
tor sin is the transgression of the law " 11 John 3:4,
KTV,

“"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus™ (Rev. 14:12, K.J.V.)

"Then the dragon Satan was angry with the woman,
and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring,
on those who keep the commandments of God and
bear the testimony to Jesus. And he stood on the sand
of the sea™ (Rev. 12:17},

' Be faithful unto death. and I ﬁé  give you 5@ CTOWN
of life” (Rev. 2:10). - | e g A

“*Because thou hast kept the word of My patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation. which
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth’ (Rev. 3:10, K.J.V.),

" And he that overcometh, and keepeth My works
unto the end, to him will 1 give power over the na-
tions'’ (Rev. 2:26. K.J.V.).

""To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God"
(Rev. 2:7, K.J.V.J,

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
say’s to the churches™ {Rev. 2:7).

1 Jesus have sent My angel to you with this
testimony for the churches™ (Rev. 22:16).
“Surely | am coming soon’" (Rev. 20:201.

Amen. Hallelujah! To God our Lord Jesus who is
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"'Lord of the Sabbath™. “'the same yesterday, today.
and forever'’, who pours upon us and all our brethren
in the universe special blessings abundantly on the Sab-
bath day be glory and praise and thanksgiving forever
and ever! Praise the Lord!

402 (371}
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20. Jesus Christ who is Coming Again

Now it was time for Jesus our Saviour to return to
heaven having finished His work of redemption of His
earthly children by giving His life and blood on the
cross. He gave His parting speech to His disciples, say-
ing, "'Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God.
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 1
g0 to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you un-
to Myself: that where [ am, there ye may be also'* {John
14:1-3, K.J. V.. _

"*And when He had said this, as'’ the disciples " were
looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him
out of their sight. And while they were gazing into
heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them
in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way
as you saw Him go into heaven'" {Acts 1:9-11).

""This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven
will come™ again "'in the same way as you saw Him
go into heaven."'—O what a comforting and encourag-
ing and joyful promise this was to the disciples who
were inconsolably sad by their Master's unexpected
parting!

3000 years before Jesus took human nature, Enoch
the seventh generation from Adam had prophesied in
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regard to Jesus’ second coming, saying, ~'Behold, the
Lord came with His holy myriads, to execute judge-
ment on all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their
deeds of ungodliness which they have committed in
such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him"* (Jude 1:14,
15Y.

And 1500 years before He came as a baby, Job had
said, "'I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last He
will stand upon the earth, ... whom [ shall see on my
side, and my eyes shall behold. and not another. My
heart faints within me!”" (Job 19:25,27). He looked for-
ward to Jesus' Second Advent.

Centuries before His First Advent, a poet named
Asaph prophesied, *'Our God comes, He does not keep
sifence, before Him is a devouring fire, round about
Him a mighty tempest' (Ps. 50:3).

Jesus Himself spoke of His Second Advent,—* Then
will appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven. and
then all the tribe of the earth will mourn, and they
will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory; and He will send out His
angels with a loud trumpet call. and they will gather
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other™ (Matt. 24:30,31), He said that when He
comes again, He would not come in secret and in
silence but in the sight of all nations in the world. The
apostle John also testified of His second coming. *'The
sky vanished like a scroll that is rolled up. and every
mountain and island was removed from its place. Then
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the kings of the earth and the great men and the
generals and the rich and the strong. and every one.
slave and free. hid in the caves and among the rocks
of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks,
"Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who is
seated on the throne. and from the wrath of the Lamb:
for the great day of their wrath has come, and who
can stand before it? " {Rev. 6:14,17).

The apostle Paul also testified.— When the Lord
Jesus is revealed {rom heaven with His mighty angels
in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance upon those who
do not know God and upon those who do riot obey
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They shall suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction and exclusion from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
might™" {2 Thess. 1:7-9}.

The prophet Isaiah spoke abgut the idolaters at the
time of His Second Advent. "' In that day men will cast
forth their idols of silver and their idois of gold, which
they made for themselves to worship, to the moles and
to the bats, to enter the caverns of the rocks and the
clefts of the cliffs, from before the terror of the Lord,
and from the glory of His majesty, when He rises to
terrify the earth’ (Isa. 2:20,21).

When He comes the second time He does not come
in secret making it known only to certain people like
His first advent. He comes with great glory—the glory
of His own and of the Father—in the sight of all the
universe, of all the world, of all nations, and of all races
with His innumerable mighty angels. Then all nations
and races will tremble and wail betore Him.
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Then let us find out the purpose of His Second Ad-
vent. He caid, ""When the San of mam ~ame 2
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glory. and al! the angels with Him. then He will sit
on His glorious throne. Before Him will be gathered
all the nations, and He will seperate them one from
another as a shepherd seperates the sheep from the
goats, and He will place the sheep at His right hand.
but the goats at the left.”” And those at His left hand
will be thrown "‘into the eternal fire", and those at
the right hand—"the righteous—into eternal life"
(Matt. 25:31-34,41,46).

Now He finishes His harvesting from the earth ac-
cording as John the baptist testified,—His '‘fan is in
His hand. and He will thoroughly purge His floor
learth), and gather His wheat into the garner; but He
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire"
(Matt.3:11,12, K.J.V.).

Moreover He reaps every one righteous who was slain
for his loyalty to his Saviour and his God in all ages.
""For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a cry of command, with the archangel's call, and with
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first; then we who are alive awho are
left, shall be caught up together with them Sw.ro clouds
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we m&iﬁéﬁﬂm
be with the Lord™ (1 Thess. 4:16,17). Amen! Praise

the Lord!
The Holy Spirit prophesied about those who would

scorn and ridicule and deride with their false doctrines
at the truth of Jesus' Second Advent so evident that
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heaven and earth could not deny,—"First of all you
must understand this, that scoifers wili come in the
last days with scoffing. following their own passions
and saying. "Where is the promise of His coming? For
ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things have con-
tinued as they were from the beginning of creation'
(2 Peter 3:3.4}. Indeed the time has already come. In
reference to this, Peter the disciple of Jesus rebuked
in a firm voice, "'We did not follow cleverly devised
myths when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
evewitnesses of His majesty’” (2 Peter 1:16).

And also, as He was going up we heard the voice
saying, ‘‘This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him
go into heaven™ (Acts 1:10,11); and witnessed with our
eves a reduced version of His Second Advent on the
Mount of Transtiguration (Matt. 16:28, 17:1-6}. Elijah
represented those who would be taken up alive without
ever experiencing death at the last day in reward for
their loyalty to Him. Moses represented those who
have died in all ages while keeping their fidelity to Him
and ascend after being resurrected. And Jesus Himself
transfigured with His face shining like the sun, il-
lustrating how He would appear the second time with
His face shinning brighter than the {midday} sun’
{Acts 26:13} in majesty. '"We were eyewitnesses of His
majesty (2 Peter 1:16), testifies peter.

Some people say that His Second Advent will come
in secret, Behold. I tell you beforehand unto you.
“'Wheretore if they shall say unto you. Behold, He is
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in the desert; go not forth, Behold, He is in the secret
chambcrs: believe it not” (Mait, 24:25,26, K J.V

"For as the lightning cometh out of the east, m:a
shineth even unto the west: so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be."”" "And He shall send His angels
with a great sound of a trumpet. and they shall gather
together His elect from the four winds. from one end
of heaven to the other.” ""Watch therefore, for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come™ (Matt. 24:27,
3142, K.J. V.0

""But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and
the elements will be dissolved with fire. and the earth
and the works that are upon it will be burned up. Since
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of
persons ought you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness. waiting for and hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of which the heavens will be kind]-
ed and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire!
But according to His promise we wait for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Theretore, beloved, since you wait for these, be zealous
to be found by Him without spot or blemish, and at
peace’’ (2 Peter 3:10-14). *'Yet a little while, and the
coming One shall come and shall not tarry; but my
righteous one shall live by faith"" **Therefore do not
throw away your confidence. which has a great reward.
For you have need of endurance. so that you may do
the will of God and receive what is promised " {Heb,
10:37.38.35.36).
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“Behold. He is coming with the clouds. and every
eve will see Him. every one who nailed and pierced
Him: and all tribes of the earth will wail on account
of Him. Even so. Amen’ {Rev, 1:7).

Praise the Lord! ~"Amen. Come. Lord Jesus! The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints” who wait
for His Second Coming. "Amen. " Praise the Lord!
(Rev, 22:20.21),
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"Let not your heart be troubled: ve believe in God.
believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so. I would have told you.
1 go to prepare a place for you. And if [ go and prepare
a place for you. | will come again. and receive you un-
to Myself: that where [ am, there ye may be also™ iJohn
14:1-3. K.J.V.),

Now we will have time to take a close look at the
new heaven and new earth where our God Jesus will
take us to and live with us forever.

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the
tirst heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more"” (Rev. 21:1.

The heaven of the new earth in which we shall live
forever with Jesus is not so full of pollution. leaking
with snowstorm and rainstorm and so often covered
with gloomy and thick clouds as is today. Itis a “new
heaven™. It is clear and bright and lucid, glittering with
the dazzling glory of the Father and Jesus, and filled
with echoes of songs of praise of the angelic host and
all creatures and of the redeemed ones,

And the "new earth’” on which we shall live and
stroll endlessly with Jesus is not so gloomy as is to-
day. It is not so full of contaminations and the disease
causing germs and the infectious diseases like today,
There is no one wicked. biting. slandering and abus-
ing. killing one another, and striving for supremacy.
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There 1s found no trace of degradation and ruin. sor-
row and sigh. [t 1s a fresh and holy land with no pellu-
tion, no disease. no {foul germs. where all creatures
treely rejoice and sing in perfect harmony. where
various kinds of delicately tinted flowers and grass and
trees sing and dance together without their leaves or
blossoms ever falling even after a billion years. The
dwellers of the land love one another. concede to one
another. and serve one another. Thev love their
neighbors as or even more than they love themselves,
However long they will live there. they do not know
envy or jealousy. on the contrarv, they endeavor to
increase their neighbors' happiness with ever deepen-
ing and broadening love and affection. They are ever
happy folks who do not know pain or dearh nor
become old or weary, but are always filled with ever
fresh vitality, for they are under the lovely and tender
care of God and Jesus. The heavenly Father and Jesus
and angels and all the redeemed fellow saints constitute
one family altogether.

On the land there is the river of the water of life.
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and
of the lamb through the middle of the street of the ci-
ty; also. on either side of the river. the tree of life with
its twelve kinds of fruit. yielding its fruit each month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations’ ‘Rev. 22:1.2). “There shall no more be
anything accursed "’ there. ""but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it. and His servants shall wor-
ship Him: they shall see His face, and His name shall
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be on their foreheads. Nigh
need no light of lamp or sun. for the Lord God will
be their light'" (Rev. 22:5). “The dwelling of God is
with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself will be with them; He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor
crying nor pain any more, for the former’ cursed
“'things have passed away’" (Rev. 21:3,4),

Jesus said, “'If I go and prepare a place for you. I
will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that
where [ am there ye may be also'’ (John 14:3). Now
let us take a look at our home where we will live with
Him forever, .

“"He... showed Me the holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of heaven from God, having the glory of
God. its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,
clear as crystal" (Rev. 21:10,11). This new Jerusalem
“had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel' ' redeemed from the
earth “'were inscribed; on the east three gates, on the
north three gates. On the south three gates, and on
the west three gates.”” “"And the twelve gates were
twelve peatls, each of the gates made of a single pearl”
(Rev. 21:12,13,21). "By its light shall the nations walk:
and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into
it.”” ""And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine
upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp
is the Lamb™" (Rev. 21:24,23). "'They shall bring into
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it the glory and the honour of the nations,’” ""and its
gates shall never be shut by day—and there shall be
no night there” (Rev. 21:26,25}). "' And I saw no tem-
ple (no church) in the city, for its temple is the Lord
God the Almighty and the Lamb' (Rev. 21:22),

O so glorious and splendid is our home that our Lord
Jesus has made us with His whole heart and skill. He
loved us so much that He gave up the heaven and even
His own life for us. The home that He gave us is “'as
beautiful as a bride adorned for her husband’™ {Rev.
21:2). Its wall is not built of red bricks or cement, It
is built of jasper, clear as glass (Rev. 21:18). And each
of the gates are made of a single pearl (Rev. 21:21},
The gate is so wide that hundreds of vehicles of the
world may pass through it at once. So tremendous are
the gates, and they are not made of wood or iron. Each
of them is a single pearl. Moreover, the street of the
city is paved with pure gold. transparent as glass (Rev.
21:21). O what a glorious and brilliant home we have!
However rich and wealthy one may be, could he sur-
round his house with jewely wall (of jasper) ? However
great power one may possess in the world, could he
possess a pearl gate? Is there any king or a president
who is able to pave the roads in his palace or in the
city with pure gold? Our Lord Jesus, the King of the
universe alone can possess and enjoy such a nice palade
and city, who said. "' The silver is Mine, and the gold
is Mine"" (Hag. 2:8). Only the good and faithful peo-
ple on earth who are faithful even unto death to follow
Jesus' example, whom He knows and approves will
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"And he who talked to me had a measuring rod of
gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. The
city lies foursquare, its length the same as its breadth.
and he measured the city with his rod. twelve thou-
sand stadia: its length and breadth and height are
cqual. He also measured its wall. a hundred and forty-
four cubits by a man’s measure, that is. an m:m&.mﬁ
tRev. 21:15-17,

The city is a vast square about two and half times
larger than the land of Korea my country (North and
South Combined). This immense city is decorated and
paved with various kinds of rare jewels.

At the twelve gates around the city are standing
twelve angels, one at each gate. But they are not stan-
ding there to protect it from thieves, There is no thief
there, nor even anyone who speaks lies in new heaven.
They are not standing there to shut them in the even-
ing and open them in the morning, either. He said.
"Night shall be no more.”” "'Its gates shall never be
shut by day—and there shall be no night there " (Rev,
21:25),

Then what is their duty? What are they doing all the
time standing at the gates?

In the countless stars in this vast universe there live
God's children who have never fallen. They ceaselessly
visit the house of God, the capital of the universe where
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also live the once-fallen children of God in order to
pay a visit of courtesy and to take care of other affairs.

These visitors are welcomed by these twelve angels
at the twelve gates. The angels gladly welcome the
honored guests from all star-worlds and give them a
hearty and cheerful send-off. “"They shall bring into
it the glory and the honour of the nations.” "By its
light shall the nations walk: and the kings of the earth
shall bring their glory into it” ‘Rev, 21:26.241,

What a jovtul duty they have! All heavenly angels
have the privilege to discharge this joyful duty by turns.
You brethren and sisters who are reading this book,
when you go there soon with Jesus may you also stand
with the twelve angels at the twelve gates and join them
to bid welcome to vour brethren visitors form countless
stars! Ah! do we not feel urge to run to our eternal
golden sweet home quickly that our Jesus has made
for us with love?

" The foundations of the wall of the ¢ity were adorn-
ed with every jewel: the first was jasper. the second
sapphire. the third agate. the fourth emerald, the fifth
onyx. the sixth carnelian. the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl. the ninth topaz. the tenth chrysoprase.
the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst.” "And the
wall of the city had twelve foundations. and on them
the twelve names of the twelve aposties of the Lamb ™
(Rev, 21:19.20.141.

O what a rare. blessed. holy city it is! | have neither
seen nor heard of most of these jewels. | am just filled
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with exultation like a litle baby. This wonderful home
of ours tells how wonderful love our Lord Jesus pours
upon us. It is our eternal home. our eternal nest that
He has prepared for us {John 14:3).

“Then He showed me the river of the water of life.
bright as crystal. flowing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city; also on either side of the river, the tree of life with
its twelve kinds of fruit. yielding its fruit each month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations’’ {Rev. 22:1,2].

O what 2 blessed gift upon gift, reward upon reward
it is! Once a friend asked me a question in a meeting—
Do you believe all these things will certainly come
true?’" "Yes. [ do certainly believe it."" [ replied. How
about you readers?” Do vou really believe all these
words of promises and gifts of God to the letter? |
believe you do. We have no doubt that the sages in
ancient times like Contucius in the East or Socrates
could not tell an untruth or deceive others with their
mouth. If these human sages who lived on earth could
not even tell a lie. how can we imagine that our heaven-
ly Father and Jesus tell a lie making up an nonexis-
tent story as if it were a truth and uselessly ridicule
us? 'God. who never lies. promised™” all these things
“ages ago’ (Titus 1:2). "He who sat upon the throne
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and

sure’ ... But as for the ... faithless. the polluted. as for
murderers. fornicators, sorcerers, idolaters. and all
liars.”" they shall not enter the city. ' their lot shall be
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in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur. which is
the second death’™ iRev. 21:5.8). "These words are
trustworthy and true... what must soon take place”
(Rev. 22:61.

You brethren and sisters may not dare say to God
or Jesus sitted at His right hand. "You are a
defrauder.” Yet if you do not believe sincerely the pro-
mises and rewards that He has plainly assured us, vou
are saving to Him "You are a deirauder.”

Dear brethren and sisters. let us now listen to the
following statement and fortify our beliet,

“*Take care. brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil, unbelieving heart, leading vou to fali away trom
the living God. But exhort one another every day as
long as it is called "today’. that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in
Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the
end'' (Heb. 3:12-14}, ~Now the Spirit expressly says
that in later times some will depart from the faith by
giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons
through the pretensions of liars whose consciences are
seared'” (1 Tim. 4:1.21. ~'For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having it-
ching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own likings. and will turn away from listen-
ing to the truth and wander into myths™" (2 Tim mmrﬁ v

But “every word ot God proves true: He1s a shieid
to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His
words. lest He rebuke vou. and vou be found a liar™

(Pro. 30:5.61. ""The just shall live by faith"" (Rom, 1:17.
KLV
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Praise the Lord! To our real Father and Jesus our
Lord, our Eldest Brother who loved us so much tha

He gave up the heaven and came down to this earth and
was crucified in our stead and then made us the best
home in the universe with His own hands to live with
us there forever be glory and praise and thanksgiving
and adoration forever and ever! And may all brethren
and sisters who are walking with God “"apart form sin"
‘Heb. 9:28) with firm confidence in His positive pro-
mises and rewards enjoy eternal life and happiness in
the holy golden castle, golden street, by the river of
water of life beside which is standing the tree of life,

and also receive all other. biessings written in this book !

Amen. Praise the Lord!

-t
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and Saviour?

~With what shall [ come betore the Lord. and bow
myself betore™ Jesus my Saviour “'on high? ™" (Micah
6:61.

""He has showed you, O man, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God? ™ {Micah 6:8). "'If you hearken attentively to His
voice and do all that | say. then I will be an enemy
to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries,’
(Ex. 23:22),""You shall love'" and follow "‘the Lord
your God"' and Jesus *'with all your heart, with all your
soul. with all your mind. This is the great and first com-
mandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the law and the prophets™ (Matt. 22:37-40).

#  Faithfulness

Jesus said. ""You are My witnesses, says the Lord.
Iam God™ (Isa. 43:12,13}). "' As the Father has sent Me,
even so I send you.” "'Show entire and true fidelty”™
(fohn 20:21, Titus 2:100. [ will look with favour on
the faithful in the land. that they may dwell with Me."™
"Moreover it is required in stewards. that a man be
found faithful™ (Ps, 101:6,1 Cor. 4.2, K.J.V.). As 1
became ‘the faithful and true witness' unto the
Father. you also become “"a faithful and wise servant.”™
*Be faithful unto death. and [ will give you the crown

{385} 419



Il fesus Chest

of life,” and ye "“shall not be hurt by the second death™
(Rev. 3:14, Matt. 24:45, Rev. 2:10,11}.

The faithful servants of our Saviour in all ages ac-
counted their death for His glory as a great privilege
and honour. A martyr called Marquiss, after he had
been informed of his execution, had such a peaceful
good night sleep. and then was dragged and killed.
When Ledley a British martyr was visited by his brother
the night before his death, his brother tried to com-
fort him and offered to spend that night with him. But
he refused, saying, "'l would rather have a good night
sleep and die tomorrow.”" A Bohemian martyr, just
before his death, said, 'l feel greater joy now than on
my wedding day."’

¢ Love for Neighbors

“Little children, ... a new commandment [ give you,
that you love one another; even as I have loved you,
“"Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. You are My friends if you
do what I command you. No longer do I call you ser-
vants,” for My love is in you. {John 13:33.34, 15:13-15)

"'Since love covers a multitude of sins.”” "'we know
that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brethren. He who does not love'” still **abides
in death' (1 Peter 4:8, 1 John 3:14).

"Love is patient and kind: love is not jealous or
boastful: it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not in-
sist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love
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bears all things. believes all things. hopes all things.
endures all things. Love never ends: as for prophecies.
they will pass away: as for tongues, they will cease:
as for knowledge. it will pass away' (1 Cor. 13:4-8},

"I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays
down His life for the sheep.” Do you love me? "
Then. ""be the faithful and wise steward,”” who “'feed
My lambs with the spiritual food ""at the proper time."
As [ gave up My heavenly throne and came down t¢
this dark and desolate earth, to be slain on Calvary’s
cross in your stead because of My love for you, [ ask
you to take good. tender care of My lambs, that is,
your brethren whom I have entrusted you with loving
and cheerful service (John 10:11, 21:17, Luke 12:42,
John 21:15.16). Then “you are My friends,” "‘and
where I am. there you shall be also; if any one serves
Me, the father will honour him" {John 15:14, 12:26).
And you and I and the Father will permanently become
one family; we shall live in our heavenly mansion. We
will "possess the kingdom for ever, for ever and ever™
(Dan. 7:18). 'Faithfulness to Me'" and ""love for your
neighbors ' —nothing but these two I require of you.
Put up this love as your '"banner over Me'’ (song. 2:4)
and '"go through. go through the gates, prepare the
way for the people: build up. build up the highway,
clear it of stones. lift up an ensign over the peoples™
{Isa. 62:10).

“Violence shall no more be heard in your land.
devastationor destruction within your borders you
shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise...
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1iall no more go down, nor your moon
withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your everlasting
light. and your days of mourning shall be ended. Your
people shall all be righteous: they shall possess the land
forever, the shoot of my planting, the work of My
hands, that I might be glorified. The least one shall
become a clan, and the smallest one a mighty nation™
Isa. 60:18-22). "*Arise, shine; for your light has come.

“and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you,
and His glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
rising " {Isa. 60:1-3). _

"Now [ will arise, ... now [ will lift myself up, now
[ will be exalted™" (Isa. 33:10).

Rise up, lift up high the banner of your love *'for the
people.”” Lift it up high (Isa. 62:10).

Praise the Lord! To our Lord Jesus Christ, our eter-
nal King who will arise to show His mighty power
among all the nations, our King of glory, Michael the
great host, strong and powerful Lord, strong in bat-
tle, who is our power, our strength, our light, our
shield, and our victory; to Him be glory and might;
praise and thanksgiving and adoration forever and
ever! Praise the Lord!
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.. Happiness of Those Who Love Their Neighbors. ..
Hearts of those who love their neighbors are always

jovtul.
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Hearts of those who love their neighbors are always
) P
Ll

SELE:
Those who love their neighbors make their neighbors

jovtul,

Those who love their neighbors make their neighbors
happy.

Out of their hearts flows the water of life.

In their hearts blossom lilies.

In their hearts the sun never goes down.

Their hearts always bear abundant fruits  every

season.

Those who love their neighbors are loved by both men
and children.

Those who love their neighbors are friends of all peo-
ple in the werld. :

Those who love their neighbors are loved by birds and
animals. :

Those who love their neighbors are loved by all nature.
Those who love their neighbors are loved by the angels.
Those who love their neighbors are friends of all angels.
Those who love their neighbors are loved by the Holy
Spirit, .

Those who love their neighbors are working together
with the Holy Spirit. e
Those who love their neighbors are loved by Jesus.
Those who love their neighbors are friends of Jesus.
Those who love their neighbors are loved by God.
Those who Tove their neighbors are God's real sons.
Those who Jove their neighbors are welcomed .in
heaven.
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Those who love their neighbors are welcomed by all
neavenly beings,

Those who love their neighbors are welcomed by all
angels.

Those who love their neighbors will live with God in
heaven forever.

...... Misery of Those Who Do Not Love Their
Neighbors...
Those who do not love their neighbors are always
shadowy.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always
gloomy.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always
unhappy.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always
pressed down by burdens.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always
destitute of the water of life.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always like
arid land.
Those who do not love their neighbors are always like
the desert.
Those who do not love their neighbors never have the
sunrise in their hearts.
Those who do not love their neighbors do not have
blooming of flowers in their hearts.
Those who do not love their neighbors do not bear
truits.
T'hose who do not love their neighbors are disliked by
men and children.
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22 Wirh Whar Shall I Come Before fesus
Ay God and Saviour?

Those who do not love their neighbors are disliked by
birds and animals.

Those who do not love their neighbors are disliked by
all nature.

Those who do not love their neighbors are disliked by

all angels.

Angels depart from those whe do not love their
neighbors. :

All friends depart from those who do not love their
neighbors.

The Holy Spirit is grieved by those who do not love
their neighbors.

The Holy Spirit departs from those who do not love
their neighbors.

Jesus is grieved by those who do not love their
neighbors.

Jesus is not a friend of those who do not love their
neighbors.

God is disappointed with those who do not love their
neighbors,

God does not call them His children who do not love
their neighbors.

Heavenly beings do not welcome those who do not
love their neighbors.

Those who do not love their neighbors are severed
from heaven forever.

..... Praise ot Love .....
“How fair and how pleasant art thou. O love, for
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delights!™
"'He brought me to the banqueting house, and his % Things to Memorize for Complete
banner over me was love.” Regeneration

—5 7:6. 2.4~ . e o
Song. 7:6. 2:4 Write down the headings for 22 subjects below along

with the headings of 24 subjects of the second
chapter— “"The Only True god™'. and meditate upon
them continucusly in your daily life. And your life will
attain to complete regeneration.

% Jesus Christ %

=

Christ's Outward Appearance and Inward Heart
Jesus Christ. the True God Who Came in Human
Form
Jesus Christ. the Creator God of the Universe
Jesus Christ, the Only Saviour of Man
Jesus Christ, a Friend of Sinners
Jesus Christ, a.Servant of Man
lesus Christ, a Man of Sorrow
Wealth and Poverty of Jesus on Earth
Jesus the Nazarite, a Faithful Servant of God
g 10. Jesus Christ, a Man of Praver

11. Jesus Christ Who Destroyed the Prison-gate of

Death

12. jesus Christ. the Good Shepherd

13. Jesus Christ the God Who Answers by Fire

14. jesus Christ, a Stone Cut Out by No Human Hand
15. jesus Christ. the Precious Spiritual Rock
16. jesus Christ, Our Righteousness

b

B R BREm Gk B8

426 (390! {391) 427



HI. Jesus Christ

b
=

riest

17. Jesus Christ, Qur High

18. Jesus Christ Who is Equal with God the Father

19. Jesus Christ, Lord of the Sabbath

20. Jjusus Christ Who is Coming Again

21. Jesus Christ Who will Live with Us in a Mansion
Forever 3

22. With What shall I Come before Jesus My God and

Saviour?

Jesus is a personal Saviour and merciful God and an
everlasting Friend who gives eternal life to all His
children on earth who accept Him as their personal
Saviour who dwells in heaven and also live with them
in everyday life.

My dear Lord! My proud Jesus! My everlasting God ! |
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Chapter IV. Miraculous Regeneration
and the Happiness of Sanctified Life

1. Regeneration and Sanctification
(1} Regeneratton

Many think that regeneration and sanctification are
the same. But they are entirely different from each
other. Regeneration is likened to a process of being
born anew out of mother’s boedy. and sanctification
to a process of growing up everyday to perfect figure
and stature or baby’s parents. To give an illustration.
when a chick is first born of its mother hen it is born
into a stone-looking egg bearing no similarity with its
mother or father. And it is brooded by the mother hen
for a period of time: and then it is born again bearing
almost perfect resemblance to its parents, Likewise,
when man is born by his mother he is born with heart
and character completelv different from that ot
God and Jesus. He comes out with ““stony heart
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IV, Miraculous Regeneration and the Happiness of Sanctified 1ife

‘Ezek.36:261 hard, cold, selfish. indiscreet and senseless
lacking ears, eyes, mouth to perceive sacred things. But
if he is brooded by the Holy Spirit's power for a period
of time. he“is born again with tender character and
image of God and Jesus without a trace of old defects
that he had when he was first born, just as the chick
breaks out of the hard eggshell with new shape
resembling its mother after a period of time in the
mother's bosom.. And he is now given new, sacred eyes
that can see God and the sacred things in heaven.
sacred ears that can listen to the voice of God. and
sacred mouth that can proclaim God's messages to the
world. This is what it means to be born again—
regeneration {John 3:3.).

Jesus declared that only those who are born again
could enter the kingdom of God {John 3:3,5). The Holy
Spirit said, “"Hearken to Me, O house of Jacob, all the
remnant of the house of Israel. " who were born again
in My bosom, *"who have been borne by Me from your
birth, carried from the womb;™* because you were born
again by Me, "'even to your old age I am He, and to
grey hairs 1 will carry you. I have made, and 1 will bear-
[ will carry and will save' (Isa. 46:3,4).

(2) Sanctification

As the litde chick born the second time out of its
eggshell is to grow up to the full measure of the mother,
so are spiritual babies born again by the Holy Spirit
to grow and “'attain to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ™" (Eph. 4:13 as their ""heavenly

432 1306-397)

I. Regeneration and Sanctification

jo crallad

mm:nﬁ&nmﬁo: One point here to keep in mind is that
as the chick born again from the eggshell cannot keep
growing up unless it continuously pecks up and eats
the food its mother gives and also feeds on, so those
who were born again by the Holy Spirit cannot grow
up unless they always feed themselves on the bread
of life diligently that comes out of the mouth of God.
This is the principle of growing up in true sanctification.

" (Matt 5:48) thi
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IV. Miraculous Regeneration and rhe Flappiness of Sanctified Life

2. Regeneration is Accomplished in a Moment

As the chick comes out of the egg in a moment. s0
is a man born again in a moment out of the womb of
the Spirit. here many people misunderstand and
doubt and wonder (John 3:7). Now I am going to
demonstrate it with the incidents that have truly taken
place. Let us first look into the twelve disciples of Jesus.

As they were following their great Master for more
than three yvears, did they indeed experience regenera-
tion? It is no doubt that they did not even know what
the word “'regeneration’’ meant, to say nothing of ex-
priencing it. That is why. just a few days, or even a
few hours before their Master’s death, they were argu-
ing with one another as to who would be the greatest
among themselves, in the face of their Master. But after
His ascension a startling miracle and wonder took place
among them. In the days of Pentecost they all were
regenerated at once during the short ten day period.
They were not quarrelsome any longer; they became
completely different persons. Such cowardly Peter
became a Saint Peter so manly and holy in form and
character. John so fretful and resentful, called “'a son
of the thunder’’ instantly became an apostle of love.
The same miracles were wrought upon all the disciples
and all that were with them. Such can be wrought by
no one but the Holy Spirit; it is what is called regenera-
tion. This work was not wrought on them continuously
for ten days: toward the end of ten days. as the Holy
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2. Regeneration is Accomplished in 2 Moment

Spirit was poured upon them in fire instant
it was done. As a baby is born in a moment by its mom,
they also came forth regenerated instantly after the 10
day period in the bosom of the Holy Spirit. The stony,
stubborn, wicked hearts and dispositions had disap-
peared from them. and holy eyes, ears, and mouth
were given them anew from heaven, and they went
forth to save the world.

Another example is Jacob one of the fathers of faith.
Before he was regenerated he had been cunning and
subtle in deceiving others by nature. How many years
did he lead a religious life in order to be regenerated ?
Was he regenerated while he was working in his
cousin’s house for 20 years? In spite of so long years
of pious life, he did not experience regeneratioin like
the 12 disciples of Jesus. For instance, when he was
returning to his hometown after 20 years of toilsome
lite, as he was about to meet with his revengeful
brother (Esau), he attempted to bribe him with his own
goods (beasts). This shows that he was still a man of
cunning nature then. Yet he also came to a surprising
experience of regeneration. As he clung to God
desperately for help by the brook *‘Jabbok'' having
found his scheme failed, that night he attained to true
regeneration. Yet this was not accomplished all through
the night. As the night was almost over, the moment
the mighty hand of God struck his thigh he was sud
denly born of the Spirit. He said, "'l have seen God
face to face, and yet my life is preserved. Therefore
“"the sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping

e
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because of his thigh'™ 1Gen. 32:30.311

“The sun risen” upon him represented the bright
sun of regeneration risen upon his dark soul rather than
the round sun in the sky. This is that sun of regenera
tion which God said through the prophet Isaiah. — “The
sun shall be no more vour light bv dav. nor tor
brightness shall the moon give light to vou by night,
but the Lord will be your everlasting light. and vour
God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go
down, nor your moon withdraw itself: for the Lord
will be vour everlasting light. and vour days of mour-
ning shall be ended™” i[sa. 60:19.201,

And since the sun of regeneration and sanctification
had risen upon him, fear and sorrow and gloom found
no place in his life. Freed from terror of Esau his
brother. he began to live a life of heavenly peace and
joy and happiness under the bright sun of God's favor.

One more example is the malefactor saved on the
cross. If it took several decades or the whole lifetime
for one to be regenerated as many people assert to-
day. the malefactor could have never been saved. [f
it were true, he should have waited on the cross for
several decades to be born again and be saved. But
Jesus assured him he was saved.

Then did Jesus save him while still unregenerated?
No. never: Jesus Himself had said. ~Verily. verily. |
say unto you, Except a man be born again. he cannot
see the kingdom of God ™" {John 3:3. K.J.V.!. Then how
could he be saved? Did Jesus accept him uncondi-
tionally although he was not regenerated ? No. it is ut-
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terlv unreasonable. He connot be double-tongued. If
he had entered heaven, as a malefactor all sinners in
the world would have to be given the same privileges.
Then heaven would be all the more terrrible. Then how
could the malefactor be saved on the cross? There is
but one answer: he became regenerated while he was
hung on the cross. How could it be? It was a miracle
wrought by the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit
the mighty God, which neither [ nor you readers nor
anvone can easily understand. We just believe Jesus’
explanation at His word, —"Marvel not that [ said unto
thee. "Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where
it listeth. and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh. and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born’ again "'of the Spirit" {John
B KN

As we cannot see the strong wind passing swiitly with
great power but can see the result. so it is with the
supernatural power of the Holy Spirit. We cannot see
the power of regenerating and transforming man. but
we see plainly the results of its work, We find sinner’s
ugly form and character changed suddenly to God's
holy image and character. None can deny or pick on
this truth. This mighty work is wrought upon those
who believe the power of the Spirit and seek for it
earnestly,

Let me finish off this section by saying one more
thing. Sometimes we build a house or repair a part of
a completed house. Which is more difficult and takes
more time? INo one is ignorant of the fact that it costs
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more time and energy to build a new house upon the
bare ground than to repair a part of an alrcady com
pleted house,

When God produced His children in the beginning,
how much time and efiort did it cost Him? We read
in Genesis [1:25,26) that. after God made thousands
of animals on the sixth day. it took him only a short
time to bring us forth on earth. It was a work of a split
moment. And how can it be that it should take severa]
decades for our all powerful God to repair Iregenerate!
His already completed children? It is merely an absurd
thinking and guess of men. And such faulty thinking
and preachings have not come from the Almighty God.
To them He says, ""You thought that [ was one like
yourselt' (Ps. 50:21). .

Peter also strongly testifies to this. Do not ignore
this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day
(2 Peter 3:8). He can finish in just one day that which
is to be done for a thousand years and He can extend
one days work to a thousand years. I know that Thou
canst do all things. and no purpose of Thine can be
thwarted"' (Job. 42:2).

“"Nothing is too hard for Thee™ (Jer. 32:17. Truly
our God. the Lord of hosts is the Almighty God, who
made the heavens, the earth, the seas. and man in a
short moment. Nothing is too hard or impossible with
Him throughout heaven and earth. He is so gracious
that whoever comes to Him and lays hold on His power
He willingly regenerates immediately today as He did
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lacob and His disciples and the maletactor on the cross.
" “Have faith in God.” " With men this is impaossible.
but with God all things are possible’ iMark 11:22,
Matt. 19:26:. "All things are possible to him who
believes.”” "Whoever... does not doubt in his heart.
but believes that what he says will come to pass. it will
be done for him.”” "If vou... believe. you " will "'see
the glory of God.”” " All things are possible to him who
believes.” ' am God Almighty'" (Mark 9:23. 11:23,
John 11:40. Gen. 17:11,
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3. The State of a Man Regenerated

In order to know the state of a regenerated man, we
are to know first his previous unregenerated state,
Before regeneration every one is the same. ' Now
the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impuri-
ty. licentiousness. idolatry, sorcery. enmity, strife,
jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, en-
vy, drunkenress, carousing, and the like" iGal.
3:19-21). Moreover, they are ' lovers of self, lovers of
moeney, proud . arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy. inhuman. implacable,
slanderers, profligates, fierce, haters of good.
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of
pleasute rather than lovers of God, holding the form
of religion but denying the power of it" (2 Tim. 3;2-5),
These are the states of those who are not yet
regenerated. Yet as they are regenerated by the super-
natural power of the Holy Spirit, they become com-
pletely different persons than before. For *‘the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open
to reason, full of mercy and good fruits. without uncer-
tainty or insincerity " (James 3:17). They sow in peace
everyday to reap righteousness {James 3:18). They
become holy men and women who live a life bearing
abundant fruit of the Spirit—""love, joy, peace. longsui-
fering. gentleness. goodness, faith, meekness.
temperance’” {(Gal. 5:22.23), and ‘“follow after
righteousness. godliness. faith, patience. meekness,
and fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on eter-
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live apart from sin. *~Whosoever is born of God doth

not commit sin; for His seed remaineth in him: and

he cannot sin. because he is born of God ™ {1 John 3:9,

K.].V.). With Christlike heart and love, they love their

brethren with tender and humble mind and do not

return evil for evil or reviling for reviling. They love

their enemies, do good to those who hate them, bless
those who curse them, and pray for those who abuse
them (1 Peter 3:8,9. Luke 6:27,28}. Like their heaven-
ly Father, they ""do not despise any”’ or criticize or
slander their brethren. They are "'kind to the ungrateful
and the selfish’ (Job 36:5. Luke 6:35]. Yet they never
allow or compromise, to the least degree, with sin and
evil that go astray from the law of God. They are cbe-
dient children of God who rejoice not in iniquity but
rejoice in the truth, who never walk in the counsel o.m
the wicked, nor stand in the way of sinners. nor sit
in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law
of the Lord, and on His law they meditate day and
night (1 Cor. 13:6. Ps. 1:1,2). This is the true state and

life of those who are regenerated.
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4. The Regenerate May Fall in

There arise many questions as to whether the
regenerate by the Holy Spirit may backslide or not.
And the Bible says plainly to us, *'He may fall. He has
the posssibility to fall again,

"It is impossible for the saints who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
have shared in the Holy Spirit, if they {all away. to be
brought back to repentance, because to their loss they
are crucifying the Son of God all over again and sub-
jecting Him to public disgrace’ {Heb. 6:4-6, N.I.V.},

"It we deliberately keep on sinning after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for
sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment
and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of
God. Any one who rejected the law of Moses died
without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. How much more severely do you think a
man deserves to be punished who has trampled the
Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy
thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him,
and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?’" (Heb.
10:26-29, N.I.V.J.

“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of
the world through the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overpowered, the last state has become worse for
them than the first. For it would have been better for
them never to have known the way of righteousness
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than after knowing it to turn back from the holy com-
mandment delivered to them'' (2 Peter 2:20,21),

"It has happened to them according to the true pro-
verb. The dog turns back to his own vomit, and the
sow is washed only to wallow in the mire™" {2 Peter
2.2,

As stated above, although one has been born again
and regenerated by the supernatural power of the Holy
Spirit, he has the possibility to fall again. Theretore
the Bible ceases not to give us warning. There are many
cases of backsliders in the Bible like David, Solomeon.
Saul, Samson, Balaam, and so on who had once been

born of the spirit and fell.
Even with Apostle Paul who had the experience of

deep communion with the Holy Spirit, experiencing
true regeneration while in seclusion in deep desert,
backsliding was a constant threat, and said, '"Therefore
let any one who thinks that he stands take heed lest
he fall”" (1 Cor. 10:12}). I beat my body and make it
my slave so that after 1 have preached to others, [
myself will not be disqualified for the prize."" Therefore
VI die everyday'' {1 Cor. 9:27, 15:31, K.].V.}. How
much more should we take heed who are living in this
corrupt age ? A more evident proof for the possible oc-
currence of backsliding among those who were born
again by the Holy Spirit is shown by the fact that Jesus,
although He was the Son of God who had come from
heaven, was liable to fall. If He had no possiblity to
fall, Satan would have not tempted Him three times
in the wilderness and followed Him to the cross of
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have not been necessary tor Jesus to entreat His Father
with fasting and cry for power to triumph over all
temptations and trials. But He became an unwearied
suppliant before God entreating Him for power and
strength all through the nights and with fasting so that
He might be able to defeat the tempter that sought
to cause Him to fall astray at every moment. This
shows that the Son of God had a possibility to fall as
well. Yet in spite of the tempter's unyielding endeavor
He became a perfect. sinless Conquerer without a bit
of slip or a mistake. having defeated Satan the enemy
completely.

“In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers
and supplications. with loud cries and tears, to Him
who was able to save Him from death, and He was
heard for His godly fear’ {Heb. 5:7),

""For we have not a high priest who is unable to sym-
pathize with our weaknesses, but One who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin™’
(Heb. 4:15). ""Because He Himself has sutfered and
been tempted, he is able to help those who are temp-
ted " (Heb. 2:18),

If Jesus who came from heaven had to be on so strict
guard against the enemy, how can we escape from fali-
ing when we relax our attention? We are to be more
and more cautious and watchful and wide-awake. But
we are thankful to Him for the fact that before
regeneration it was difficult to depart from sin, to live
a sinless life, but since we have been regenerated by
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the Holy Spirit. it became easy and natural and
delightful to shun from sin and. on the other hand.
it became hard and awkward to commit sin. Qur lives
naturally have become holy. Therefore in the battle

against the great enemy of good, the regenerate of the

Holy Spirit has greater advantage, that is. he can easi-

ly defeat the enemy and become a conquerer. Regenera-
tion by the Holy Spirit is so wonderful and precious
gift of God. None can deny that it is the first and in-

dispensable condition for ascension. That is why Jesus
said, ' Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ' {John
3:3, K.J.V.. -

Praise the Lord! Glory and praise and thanksgiving

and adoration to the Holy Spirit our God who-loved
us and gave birth to us once again through the womb
of His power forever and ever! Praise the Lord!

1408) 445



IV. Miracilous Regeneration and the Happiness of Sanctified Lite

5. Sanctification Is a Lifework

As we have already learned. sanctification means the
growing process of the newborn baby in the Spirit to
the perfection of his heavenly Father. Therefore the
apostle Paul, although he had been regenerated, said
as thus, ""Not that | have already obtained this or am
already perfect: but I press on to make it my own.
because Christ Jesus has made me His own. Brethren,
I do not consider that [ have made it my own; but one
thing I do. forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead. I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus ™
{Phi. 3:12-14). :

Sanctification knows no end or stop on earth; it is
not a thing to be completed to a certain limit. On the
contrary, it will not cease even in heaven, because it
is a process of ceaseless growing up to the perfection
of our heavenly Father and Jesus. Therefore it is not
merely a lifework on earth but a work of eternity.

Enoch who walked in the path of sanctification for
300 years since he had been regenerated at the age of
65 is thought to be far more excellent and holier than
us. But as he compared himself with the brethren in
heaven, he found that he was like a2 newborn baby.
Compared with the heavenly beings that had never
fallen but had been continually transforming to the
perfect image of God from eternity, he was indeed a
newborn baby just saved from the earth. Although he
was 365 year old on earth, as he went to heaven he
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was accounted as one vear old baby, Because one day
in heaven is one year on earth 'Ezek. 4:6}. he was just
one year old baby in heaven. Being less than one third
of his age. we are to realize that we are all the less
newborn babies that should grow up diligently. Some
of our brethren are embraced in the womb of the Ho-
ly Spirit now and some others have already been
hrought forth regenerated from the womb of the Ho-
ly Spirit. But the majority of our brethren have not even
entered the womb of regeneration and are wandering
around outside. What a distressing scene it is!

We all should now come to the Holy Spirit and be
embraced by Him and, by getting fed and satisfied with
His spiritual milk and with the bread of life from Jesus
and with the word that proceeds from the mouth of
God everyday (1 Peter 2:2, John 6:48, Matt. 4:4). we
are to be born again and keep growing up without ceas-
ing. Then, in due time, we will be translated to heaven
like Enoch and become the lovely sons and daughters
of the heavenly King growing up unceasingly in
boundless joy and happiness.

One thing I greatly appreciate our Triune God is that
anyone who has become a child of Ged through
regeneration will be saved no matter when or where
he may die since he has experienced regenera-
tion once. uniess he wilfuily turns back and backslides.
Just as a voungster receives a parental care by his mom-
my as her child no matter whether he is one or two
or ten or twenty year old, so do the children of God
born again by the Holy Spirit receive warm care and
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protection from God and are taken to heaven no mat-
ter when they may die. Therefore Jesus acknowledg-
ed the malefactor regenerated on the cross as God's
child and promised to take him to heaven although
he did not have even one day for sanctification.
Regeneration is so wonderful a gift of the Holy Spirit,
that brings us so precious and important privilege.

"'As many as received Him (Jesus), to them gave He
power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name, and were born again by the Ho-
ly Spirit, which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the tlesh, nor of the will of man. but of God
(John 1:12,13; K:J: Voo

Hallefiijah ! To ourtender. Holy Spirit who navnmnom
us to have us born again in the form of God like the
hen brooding on its eggs, and bringsis dp with abun-
dant spiritual milk and spiritual foed; to Him be glory
and praise and thanksgiving forever! Amen. Praise the
Lord!
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6. A Formula for Achieving Miraculous
Regeneration

Those who were born again in the image of God by
the Holy Spirit are indeed glittering, precious jewels
in this dark world and most important beings in the
universe. The prophet Daniel called them *‘the wise,
the brightness of the firmament, that should shine as
the stars for ever and ever’” (Dan. 12:3). =

Therefore no one but the wise {Dan. 12:3¥can be
regenerated and become like the bright stars in the fir-
mament. To introduce the formula of wisdom is the
purpose of this subject.

Above all, we are to remember that regeneration is
the fruit of cooperation of God with men and of men
with God, that is, the result of mutual combined ef-
fort. ““Unless the Lord builds the house, those who
build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over
the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain

-that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the

bread of anxious toil.”" (Ps. 127:1,2). Without the help
of our Almighty God, human effort itself avails
nothing; and the persevering endeavor of the all-
powerful Holy Spirit avails nothing as long as men re-
main indifferent and stand by idly. Regeneration is the
fruit of the combined effort, combined work, and com-
bined power of the Holy Spirit and man.
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*k The Miracuious Formula ior Regeneration

God's power + My effort = Omnipotence... & Regeneration

Faith + Work s 9 Regeneration

I
T
-
=
—F

Divinity + Humanity = Divine vﬂmon._.&mmmmsmﬂmson

2 Peter 3.8 (Believel + John 17.3 {Meditate!
Matt.19:21 (Help the needy!
=2 Cot; 517, Ps: 22T vvva (% Regeneration

(1) Believe and ask for the omnipotent power of God
that can accomplish a thousand years” work in one day
and one day’s work for a thousand years (2 Peter 3:8}.
and that can also work miracles in you, allowing you
to achieve regeneration in just one day today to which
you cannot possibly attain for yourself in your whole
lifetime,

(2} You have so far learned John 17:3—the love of
the Father in 24 respects and the love of the Holy Son
in 22 respects. Meditate upon them always every day
combined with ceaseless prayer and praise.

t3) Make use of all you have for the poor, the sick,
the hungry, the naked (Isa. 58:6.7, Matt. 25:35,36).
your neighbors, your brethren. and all mankind. and
help them. (Matt. 19:21)

By so doing before you are aware you will be sur-
prised to find yourself regenerated already into the im-
age of God and Jesus. You will also find your soul
enjoying heaven's boundless peace and joy embraced
by the everlasting arms of God. You will be surprised
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6. A Formula for Achieving Miraculous Regeneration

to find that regeneration is so joytul and so easily at-
tained to, and will burst into praise to God.

% The Miraculous Formula for Regeneration

2 Peter 3:8 + John 17:3+ Matt. 19:21=2 Cor. m":_
Acts 20:24

(Believe)  (Meditatel  (Practice! (Regeneration!

[A Word of Request]

In Korea it is said, ""Much salt in the kitchen avails
nothing unless used.”” ""Bushels of pearls is of no value
to me unless threaded together,”" Thus far. you have
read through this book and learned the formula for
regeneration at the end. Yet regeneration is to begin
from now on. No one who practices and exercises the
formula will be unable to go to heaven. But the
brethren and sisters who put away this book after
reading it through only once will stand on the most
dangerous ground before God on the final day. I
Myung Ho earnestly and with my whole heart entreat
you readers to read through this book may times and
make it the theme of your continual meditation. And
by practicing *the miraculous formula for regenrera-
tion,”” may you all be regenerated, and we all meet
together around the throne of the Triune God in
heaven! Praise the Lord!
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IV. Miracolous Regeneration and the Happiness of Sanctified Life

7. The Happiness of Those Who Walk in the Path
of Sanctification

Those who have been regenerated completely by the
Holy Spirit and are walking in the path of sanctifica-
tion do not cherish worldly-minded. sinful heart any
longer. but, filled with God’s infinite love, walk in
heaven's mysterious rapture discovering more and
more of Christ's indescribable love and grace and
God's excellency of character. As they discover the true
beauties, they become disgusted with sinful life, for
such things begin to appear abominable before their
eyes. They become hateful of sin and their hearts
become united with God and accept Christ as their per-
sonal Friend walking with Him in joy always. Old
lifestyle is replaced by new heart, new thought, new
affection, new interest, and new resolution:; sorrow and
ambition and passion are renewed and sanctified. The
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life that they loved more than God vanish away; God
and Jesus become their closest Friends who walk with
them, and they always love and praise their Lord and
Saviour.

The Holy Words that could not be understood thus
far begin to open and be easily understood. and all
mysteries are unfolded in joy. The knowledge of the
only true God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent
begins to spread limitlessly and vastly and boundless-
ly. The knowledge and happiness that comes from the
vast and deep and great love of God become the power
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7. The Happiness of Those Who Walk
i the Fath of Sancrification

of joy that can save themselves and the whole world.

The religious life that was like *"the wilderness and
the dry land’" so far now becomes a life of joy. the
desertlike heart begins to "'rejoice and blossom; like
the lily. it blossoms abundantly, rejoices with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon is given to it. the ma-
jesty of Carmel and Sharon.”” The eyes of heart are
now open. and begin to "'see the glory of the Lord.
the majesty of our God.”"

Such people. led by the Holy Spirit, become the
messenger of God who seek and strive to save their
neighbors and all mankind, who "“strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble knees.”” And with
comfort and encouragement and urging they say to
those who are of a fearful heart, 'Be strong, fear not!
Behold. your God will come with vengeance, with the .~
recompense of God. He will come and save you." "'The
eyes of the'' spiritual '‘blind shall be opened and the
ears of the'’ spiritual ~'deaf unstopped; then shall the”
spiritually "'lame man leap like a hart. and the tongue_
of the'" spiritual "*dumb sing for joy and burst with >
praise.” For living water of the Holy Spirit *“shall break
forth in the wilderness'” of the hearts of all mankind.,
and streams in the desert” of souls; ¢'the burning
sand’’ of the soul ""shall become a pool. and the thirsty
ground” of the soul “'springs of water.” “And a
highway shall be there to prepare the way of our Lord
Jesus. and it shall be called The Holy way.™" It shall
not be in the hearts of the unclean. but only in the
hearts of the regenerate and the redeemed through the

415-416! 453



IV. Miraculous Regeneration and the Happiness of Sanctified Life
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the Hm:moamm of the Lord shall return” WDE all the
faces of the earth, "and come to Zion with singing:
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away™’ (Isa. 35:1-10). Therefore the life of the
regenerate on earth is the everlasting life of happiness
that will continue to last forever in heaven.

You the regenerate in the Lord. "violence shall no
more be heard in thy land. wasting nor destruction
within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salva-
tion, and thy gates Praise. The sun shall be no more
thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon
give light unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee
an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory, Thy sun
shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon
withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting
light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.
Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall in-
herit the land for ever, the branch of My planting, the
work of My hands, that I may be glorified. A little one
shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong na-
tion: [ the Lord will hasten it in His time™ (Isa.
60:18-22, K.J.V.)

""Ye shall be named the Priest of the Lord: man shall
call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat the riches
of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall yve boast
yourselves. For your shame ye shall have double: and
for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion:
therefore in their land they shall possess the double:
everlasting joy shall be unto them™ {Isa. 61:6,7, K.].V.]
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7. The Happiness of Those Who Walk
int the Path of Sancrification

~And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and
all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new
name. which the mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou
shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord.
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt
no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land
any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be call-
ed Hepzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. For
as a young man marrieth a virgin... and as a
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God
rejoice over thee' (Isa. 62:2-5, K.J.V.).

""Happy are you, O Isracl! Who is like you, a people
saved by the Lord!" (Deut. 33:29).

“"He will rejoice over you with gladness. He will
renew you in His love: He will exult over you with loud
singing' (Zeph. 3:17). Hallelujah!

% Thanksgiving #* _
My real Father in heaven! I do not know what to -
say to You for Your wonderful love for me. You
cleansed and purified me through the precious blood
of Jesus my Eldest Brother, and sanctified my inner
man completely through the Holy Spirit, and embraced
me with Your everlasting arms and then carried me
before Your throne. Standing before Your throne, [ can
merely prasie and thank Thee forever for my Father's
infinite love and my Eldest Brother’s devoted love and
the Holy Spirit’s tender love. Thank You Father. Praise
the Lord!
In the name of my Eldest Brother Jesus [ pray. Amen.
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